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Sa
name Mark
Missouri,
had moved|@here from Tennessee. When he was sabout four,

moved sgain, this time to Hannibal. Missouri, a

swall towjl (about five hundred. persons) on the Hississippi

River somill eighty milég from St. Louis. Hannibal was dusty
and quie? with' forests nearby. The steamboats which
passed dajilly were its main contact with the outside world.
Samuei ClEuens spent his boyhood in Hannibal }'and
immoftal' d this sleepy little village sas St. éetersburg
in The A-L:ntufes of Tom Sawyer.

| ens"father.was from Virginia originally. He
§Br by profession but was ‘unsuccessful at this

and also land speculation, by which he hoped to become

wealthy. I was highly inteiligent, but stern, and had
}ittle ; pport with his son Sam. Clemens mother, =a
Southern ! 1le in her youth, had = natursal sense of humor,
Wwas r-.'n'xc:tflE al, and was particularly fond of s&animals and

B romen beinigs. Although the family was very

ad a generally happy childhood.

a thing qN his youth. When his father died in'1847, Twain

4
snd become a printer’'s apprentice. Twain, now
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master ob,

a trade which ensured thst he could get a job

here ﬁas 8 newspaper.
1858 he had fulfilled. & boyhood dream by

whenever

fully qualified sea pilot. His experiences on

are recounted in Liffe on the mississippi, a

is an expanded versin of the story 0l1d Times On

118683, Twain wrote his first humorous piece under
sme of Mark Twain. In 1865, the publication of
Mllece entitled "Jim smiley and his Jumping frog",

first infl New York paper and then in papers all over the

United '#tes, established Twaom’s :eputaéion as a
humorist ’

‘P his journey of the Holy land 1887, he drew the
nateriallRor the novel which made his reputation once and
for =all The Innocents Abroad (1889). This was a
collecti of the letters he had written on the voyage for

the nove the . tone is consistently ‘humorbus, st the

expense | the.narrétor himseif and his fellow-passengers.

I
of T&m SEyver. 1t is exactly his autobiographical novel,
using s @btting hé knew intimately. The characters in this
novel drflln from his family and friend that he grewup
incidente that really happened. However, the
ch more than just a record of a boy growing up

river town of the 1840s. Twain took ingredients
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from his ¥buth ard contructed one of the most entertaining

’..'

'-J ful volumes ever wrltten It transcends tlme

its creation of a boy world, with fears,
and limited viewpoint. Twain tells excellent
curstely describes nature, and warmly satirizes
stitutions in a style that is note worthy for

{lce and. readability.
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