
CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

I .  BACKGROUND of THB STUDY 

Every man who l ived in t h i s  wor ld must have a p r ob l em 

whether i t  is  s imp l e  or d i f f i cult one .  T h i s  c as e  makes a 

man has n o  c haise t o  f ace h i s  p r ob lem i f  he wan t s  to st i l l  

exi s t  in this wor ld . There are two tendenc ies of  man i n  

f ac ing h is pr ob lem . F i r s t, h e  w i l l  run away i f  h e  ge t s  a 

p r ob lem . H e  avo id s i t  because he f e e l s  that p r ob lem i s  t o o  

d i f f icult for h e r  and h e  c an n o t  hand l e  i t . I n  this case, 

he may become s e l f -defeat ing patterns (s tealing, d rugs o r  

a l coho l  abuse, etc). Second, he has enough cour age t o  f ight 

aga inst his prob l em and s o lves i t  as soon as p o s s i b l e . In 

t h i s  case, he may become be ing good in a c r i s i s . 

These tendenc ies in psyc ho l ogy-s tud ies are kn own as Coping 

Behaviour. 

" C op ing has been w id e ly and l ong r egard ed as having a 
central r o l e  in ad aptat ion . C op ing has a lways b e en 
l in ked to the concept of  stress . T he l in ks between 
stress , imp a i red fun c t ion ing and human m isery on the 
n egat ive s ide and hea lt h ,  o r a l e  and accomp l is hment 
on the pos i t ive s ide. " (R . S .  Lazarus, 1966 
Encyc l op ed i a  of  Psyc h o l ogy V o l . I )  

L i te rature i s  c lo s e l y  r e l ated to l i fe because i t  

por trays some aspect s of  l ife suc h a s  human exper i en c e s , 

human problems, human conf l i c t s , etc. These aspects of l i f e  

a r e  often used by the authors as gen eral objects of  
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l i teratur e . They describe and analyze them in the i r  wo r ks . 

T hus , i t  c an b e  conc lud ed that s tudying l iterature i s  very 

imp o r t an t  to extend our kn owl edge in study ing v ar i ous 

p r ob l ems of human l ife and looking deep e r  i n t o  human l if e . 

T h i s  thes i s  concerns w i t h  one form of l i te r ary works, 

a n ove l . Accord ing to Graham Little in the book Approach of 

literature ; 

" A n ove l i s  a f orm of l i terary wor k w h i c h  presents 
one o r  a few characters in c ons iderab l e  d ep t h  and 
a l so traces the d eve l opment of characters as a 
r esu l t  of the exper iences of whi c h  the p lot tel l s. "  
(1966 : 101) 

Ano t her op in ion c omes from Bakker. H is op in i on may b e  one 

of the best ways of und ers tand ing a nove l . H e  said : 

" A n ove l is  app l i ed to the n ar r at ive in prose of  
c on s iderab le l ength that form its very n ature 
l arge ly imagin ary yet p ic tur ing l if e  as i t  is w i t h  a 
more o r  less intr i cate p l ot , kept w i t h in the r e ach 
of real l if e , the dev e l opmen t of w h i c h  i s  br ought 
about the c haracter p l ay ing the i r  r o l e in the story 
and i t  is  wr i tten w i t h a sp e c i a l  purpose . "  
(1979 : 50 ) 

The wr iter of  the the s i s  has an i n t erest in 

an a lyz ing Jane Eyre becau s e this nove l is  wr itten by and 

about a woman . In Char lotte B ronte ' s  many n ove ls , women ' s  

l ives are a maj or theme . She presented f emale c haracters as 

he ro ines . H o st of them are descr ibed as govern ess , such as 

Shirley, and Villette. Char lotte Bron te port rays her female 

characters as ones who strugg l e  cou rage ous ly to face her 

problems . Frank N .  Mag i l l  in his Critical Survey of Long 
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Fiction t r i es to give his op in ion about C har lotte B r on t e ' s  

c har acte r i s t i c , he said 

" B r on t e  brought t o  Eng l ish f ic t ion an intense ly 
persona l  vo i ce . Her books s how the moral and 
emo t i on a l  growth of a p rotagon i s t  almost ent ire ly by 
s e lf- reve lat ion . H e r  n ove l s  focus on ind ividu a l  
se lf-fu lf i l lment . They exp ress t h e  subj ect ive 
in ter ior wor ld not on ly in thoughts ,  d r e ams , v i s ions 
but also by proj ect ing inner s t at e  t hr ough external 
obj ects , secondary c haracters , and p laces , event s  
and weather . "  (1983 : p . 296) 

J an e  Eyre is the best n ove l of Char lotte Bronte . T h i s  

n ove l c an be said a s  Sem i -Au t ob i ograp hy . I t  mean s  t hat 

·there are some parts of this story w h i c h  are bas ed on the 

author·s l if e-exp e r i en c e , for examp l e , the d e ath of her 

s isters , Mar i a  and E l izabeth B r on t e  who got tub e r cu l o s i s  in 

Cowan B r idge was descr ibed as H e l en Burn s , a f r i end of 

J an e , who also d ied of con sumpt ion at Lowood. The b itter 

exp e r i en c es of Char lotte B r onte dur ing her s tudy at Cowan 

Br idge , suc h  as : the bad cond i t ion of the s c hoo l ,  the food 

which was correspond ingly bad , and the scho o l ' s  d i s c ip l in e  

w h i c h  was unpardonab ly harst were a l so descr ibed when Jane 

stud ied at Lowood . The unw i l l ingness of E l izabeth B r anwe l l ,  

Char l o tte·s aunt to take care of Bronte c h i ldren , i t  was 

also exp e r i enced by Jane Ey re dur ing she l ived w i t h  H r s . 

Reed . B e tween Char lotte and Jane Eyre, they wor k  in the 

same profess i on as a govern ess, e tc . 

T h i s  nove l ,  Jane Eyre tal ks about an orp han g ir l ,  

n amed J ane Eyre who w i s hed a 'happiness . T o  r e ach he r w i sh 
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she had to st rugg l e  aga inst the su ffer ing of  her chi ld hood 

and her ad o l escence . I n her strugg l e , J an e  used her own 

strength, her own ab i l i ty and herown courage . A l l  t hose 

things were app l i ed by Jane to face t he crue l ty of  t he 

Reeds f am i ly ,  the bad-cond i t i ons o f  her schoo l at L owood , 

and the love-betrayal which was d on e  by Mr . Edward 

Rochester , her l over and also her emp l oyer . H e r  

reso lu teness and her pat ien ce were a l s o  the imp o r t an t  

factors in gain ing the vic tory over those p r ob l ems. A f t e r  

s h e  had d if f icu l t-t ime of .struggle , f in a l ly s h e  c ou ld get 

her happ iness . 

T h i s  n ove l i s  a true-story of  Jane Eyre which was t o ld 

after sQe had been mar r i ed ten year s . 

T h i s  n ov e l  became more interest ing because o f  a 

c on troversy w h i c h  occu red between the peop l e  after i t  was 

pub l is hed . This n ove l oc cured in the t ime of  Vi ctor i an 

where p e op l e  st i l l  be l ieved t hat woman had to accept her 

f ate b e s ide woman had to wait t he dec l arat i on of  l ove from 

a man . O n the contrary, the main fema l e - charact er of  t h i s  

nove l was d escr ibed a s  a woman who n ever gave u p  w i t h  her 

fate , i f  she had troub les she wou ld f ight t hem . It a l s o  

descr ibed that woman d e c l ared her l ove t o  man . 

1.2. Statenent of The P rob l em 

From t he background of t h e study, t he wr i t e r  of  t he 

thesis wou ld l i ke to st ate the prob l em , as fo llow : 
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a) W hat p rob lems d id occur dur ing J ane's c h i ld hood and 

ado l escen ce? 

b) How d id she hand l e  them ? 

I . 3. Objective of The Study 

Obj ect ive of t he study hav ing a purpose t o  f ind the 

answer w h i c h  i s  in the statement of the p r ob l em .  As for the 

obj ect ive o f  the s tudy is : 

- To d e sc r ib e  what p rob l ems whi ch occured dur ing her 

c h i ldhood . 

- To d escr ibe what prob l ems which occured dur ing her 

ado l e s c en c e . 

- To show how she hand l ed both of them . 

1.4. Significance of The Study 

T h i s  study i s  an attempt to give a deeper ins ight 

in to human p r ob l ems and how to hand le them thr ough the 

an a lys i s  of Jane Eyre's s t rugg le in ga in ing the v i c t o ry 

over he r p r ob lems . 

The resu l t  of this study serves to enr i c h  our 

know l edge about t he l i t er ary work, par t i cu l ar ly of 

Char lotte B r on t e. name ly Jane Eyre. 

Fur thermore , i t  wi l l  hopefu l ly be a c ontr ibut ion f or 

other further stud ie s  concern ing w i t h  t h i s  wo rk. 
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I . 5 .  Scope and Limitation 

T he writer of the t he s i s  l imits her ana ly s i s, on the 

strugg l e  of the main c harac t e r . I t  c an be seen f r om the 

con f l icts which are f aced by t he main character. These 

con f l ic ts are found through the an a lys i s  of p lot , 

I.6 .  Theoretical Background 

Thi s s tudy is  intended to ana lyze the strugg l e  of the 

main c haracter , Jane Eyre in hand l ing her p r ob l ems through 

the an alys is of p lot. S ince p lot b e l ongs to the in t r in s i c  

e l emen t o f  nove l ,  s o  t he L i te rary app roach w i l l  b e  app l ied . 

I . 7 .  Method of The Study 

I n  compos ing t h i s  t hes i s, the wr iter of the thes is 

uses a l ibrary research t o  support the ana lys is of the 

prob l ems . A l ibrary research is  a process of c o l lect ing 

data from books . encyc l op ed i as ,  ar t i c l e s  and any other 

p r inted mater i a l s  the l ibrary , espec i a l ly that hav ing 

connect ion with Char lott l e  B ronte and her work , Jane Eyre. 

The met hod that is  used i s  descr ipt ive analys i s . I t  

means the witer o f  the the s i s  w i l l  g ive c l e ar descript i on 

abou t the main character's strugg l e  w h i c h  occu rs whi l e she 

face her p r oblem . 

I.8. Defenit ion of the Key-Terms 
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Strugg l e  An effort which is  performed b y  some on e t o  
reach a purpose 

I . 9 .  Organ ization of The Paper 

Thi s the s i s  is devided into f ive chapters . T he f ir s t  

chap ter cons ists of n in e  sub-chapters , name ly ; Background 

of the study , Statement of the p r ob lem , S ign i f ican c e  of the 

study , Scope and L im i t at ion , Theoret i c a l  background , M e t hod 

of the stud y ,  Defen i t ion of the key-term , and the last sub-

chapter is  O rgan izat ion of the paper . 

The second c hapter is  theoret i c a l  f r amewor k  that g ives 

gen e r a l  descript ion about t he o r ies and appr oaches w h i c h  are 

used to  analyze th e p rob l ems . I n  t h i s  chapter also d i scuss 

ab out the re lated stud i e s  o f  this thes i s . 

The gen e r a l  exp lanat i on about the au t hor and her work 

i s  g iven in the t h i rd c hap te r . 

The fourth chapter is  an an lys is o f  the the s i s . I t  i s  

an exp lorat ion t o  f ind the answer or  s o lu t i on which is  

asked in the statement of the prob l em .  

The last chapter i s  c on c l u s i on . I t  i s  a s o lu t i on that 

is found t hrough the analys i s . B ib l i ography organ izes a 

l ist of refe ren ces f r om w h i c h  the wr iter of the thes is gets 

the data to he l p  the an a lys i s . 
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