
CHAPTER I I  

T H E 0 R E T I C A L F R A H E W 0 R K 

This study is an attempt to descr ib e  the strugg l e  of 

J an e  Eyre , as a main charac t e r  in fac ing her p r ob l ems and 

how she overcomes t hem thr ough the ana lys is o f  p lo t , in 

which the characters and sett ing are in c luded . S in c e  p l ot 

b e l ongs to t he int r in s i c  e l ement of n ove l t hen Literary 

approach w i l l  b e  app l i ed . 

I n  Theory of Literature (1977: 157-158}, Rene Wel lek 

and Austin Warren exp lain that in s tudying l i t e r ary wor k , 

we shou ld base on the an a lys is and interp r e t at i on of 

l i terary work i tse lf. The most prominen t c on c en trat i on on 

this study shou ld be directed toward the wo r k . Thus, t h i s  

study i s  made poss ible b y  app ly ing the L i ter ary Approach 

which i s  used to ana lyze and interp r e t  a l i ter ary work 

thr ough its intr in s i c  e l emen t s  of nove l, such as p l ot, 

charact e r , sett ing . 

II . 1 .  Plot 

P lot is the sequence of inc ident or even ts of which a 

s tory i s  c omposed . P l o t  is diff eren t fr om a st ory l in e  (the 

o rder of even t as t hey occu r). Th i s  d i s t in c t i on has been 

made c l ear by E.K . Forster in Harry Shaw's Dictionaz·y of 

Literary Terms. He states : 
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" We  have def ined a story as a nar r at ive of event s  
arranged i n  t he i r  t ime segu en ce. A p l ot i s  a l s o  a 
n airat ive of events , the emphas i s  f a l ling on a 
c ausal ity " 

The p l ot are const ituted by some e l ements , su ch as 

exposition, conflict, complication, climax, and resolution. 

Expo s it i on se rves as presentation of the inf ormat ion 

necessary for the p lot to ge t und e r  way . I ts fun ct i on to 

s t imu l ate  cur i ous ity and interest in what i s  t o  d eve lop out 

o f the s ituation p resented , and to set a mood or atmosphere 

appropr i ate t o  the ta le as a who l e  (Graham L i t t le , Approach 

to Literature. 1966:82). 

Conf l i c t  is the essence of a l l  stor ies (Gr aham L i t t l e , 

Approach to Literature. 1966:82 ) .  I t  may be p hys i c a l , 

menta l , emo t ional or mo ral . The main c haracter may b e  in 

c on f l i c t  with other per son or  gr oup of p e rsons (man again s t  

man) , w i t h  s o c i ety o r  n ature (man against env i r onment) , o r  

w i th h i s  own n atur e  (man aga in s t  h imse lf). 

The movement from the con f l ict t o  the c l imax is of ten 

referred to as comp l ication. It serves to incr e ase the 

inten s i ty of t he story . It is us ed to prepare the r e ad e r s  

i n  rece iving the fu l l  impact of  the c l imax . 

The c limax is reached when t he comp l i cat i on attains 

it s  h ighes t p oint of in tensi ty. F r om which p o in t  t he 

out come of  the st ory is inev i t ab l e. Whereas , the r e s o lut i on 

is  t he round ing- off of the act ion . 

By an al yzing the p lot, the wr it e r  attemp ts to 
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desr ibe the p r ob l ems which occur in the st ory and J an e  

Eyre's s t rugg l e  i n  f ac ing those p roblems . 

I I.1.1. Characters 

Acc ord ing to E.M. Forster in his book Aspects of the 

novel (1927: p 103-118) , character is a representat ion of 

real l iv ing peop l e  in a f i ct ion . I t  can b e  d iv id ed in t o  

flat and round. E . M .  Forster cal ls this k ind of charac t e r s  

is f lat , b e cause we see on ly on e s ide of h im . Wher eas the 

round character is  more l if e l ike than the f l at . We c an s e e  

a l l  s id e s  of h im. 

A l l  f i c t i onal c harac t e r s  may be c lass i f i ed as staticd 

o r developing (dynam ic) c har acters . Stat ic c harac ters i s  

the same sort of p erson a t  t he end o f  the story a s  h e  was 

at the beg inn ing . Whereas d eve l op ing c haracters und ergo e s  a 

perman en t  change in some aspect of h i s  charac t e r , 

personal ity , or  ou t look . The c hange may be large or a small 

one . It may be for better or for worse , bu t it is  some t h ing 

impo rtan t  and bas i c . I t  is more than a change in cond i t i on 

or a m inor change in op in i on . 

In this case , J ane Eyr e  b e l ongs to the se cond catego ry 

whi ch i s  deve l op ing charac t e r . The an alys i s  o f  J an e  Eyr e·s 

chara cter  wi l l  be d i scussed t hrough he r deve l oping dur ing 

the story . 

11. 1.2 . Setting 
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