
CH.APTER I I I  

T H E A U T H 0 R A N D H E R W 0 R K S 

C har lotte B r onte was born on Apr i l  21, 18 16 in 

Yorks hi re ,  a n orthern part o f  Engl and . Her father was an 

I r i sh c lergyman , Patr ick B r on te , who devoted h i s  l ife t o  

the chu rch . Her mother , Mar i a  B ranwel l ,  was a corn ish g i r l  . .  

C har l otte B r on te was the t h i r� o f  s ix ch i ld ren. There were 

f ive g i r l s  and one boy . The e ldest was M ar i a ,  E l izabeth ,  

Char lotte ,  Partr ick B r anwel l ,  Em i l y ,  and t he youngest was 

Anne . 

Char l o t te ' s  mother d ied of cancer s o on after t he s ixth 

c h i ld was born . Three mon t hs af ter Anne ' s  b i rth , Patr ick 

B r onte removed his fam i ly t o  Haworth w h ich was n ine m i les 

from Bradford . In Hawo r t h ,  Patr ick B r on te was p romo ted as a 

recto r  o f  the v i l l age-church f o r  the rest of h i s  l i fe. 

Even though he was promoted as a rector , Patr i c k  and h i s  

fam i ly l ived s o  p oor because t he sa lary a s  a rector was 

not enough to fu l f i l  their needed . They stayed in a b leak 

pars on age wh ich over looked a gr im and over-used 

I n  t h i s  house those s ix ch i ld ren spent their 

w ithou t l ove of a mother . 

graveyard . 

chi ldhood 

Real iz ing that his c h i ldren needed the l ove and care 

of a woman , Patr ick Bronte had an in i t i at ive to 

s i ster-in - l aw, E l izabeth B r anwe l l  to l ive with h i s  

,� 

ask h i s  

fami ly . 
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But the fact was , El izab e t h  Branwe l l  was too l azy t o  give 

her atten t i on for those s ix c h i ldren . She se ld om kept in 

tou ch to those c h i ld r en . She l i ked to lock up herse l f  in 

her own room mu c h  o f  the t ime . It a lso happened w i t h  

Patr ick Bron te , h e  was too busy w i t h  h i s  j ob .  There was n o  

t ime f o r  h i m  to share h i s  attent ion f o r  t h e  chi ldren . T hu s , 

no other way except those c h i ldren had to take care of 

themse lves . 

Dur ing the i r  early l i f e , they were edu cated at home 

except t hr e e  years later (1821) , the four e lder g i r l s  were 

s ent t o  the C le rgy D aughte r ' s  Scho o l  at C owan Br idge . The 

cond it ion o f  that s c hoo l was so bad . The fees were 

extreme ly l ow ,  the f o od was correspondingly b ad ,  wh i l e  the 

d is c i p l ine was unpardonab l y  hars h .  These four g i r ls spent 

the i r  t ime w i t h  un happy f e e l ing . The bad cond i t i on of t hat 

scho o l  brought two sacr i f i es , Mar ia and E l izabeth. T hey 

both d ied of tubercu l o s i s  at that scho o l. T h i s  accident 

happened before C har lotte reached the age of ten and made 

her very sad . Based on her exper iences at Cowan ' s  Br idge , 

C har lo tte, later in 1847 wrote a nove l ,  t i t l ed Jane Eyre. 

In this  n ove l she descr ibed Cowan ' s  B r idge as " L owood " ,  

J an e  Eyre ' s  schoo l . C har l o tte and Em i ly qu i t  from that 

schoo l and brought home . 

Sever a l  more years the four surviv ing c h i ld ren , 

Char lotte , B r anwe l l ,  Em i ly and Ann e spen t the i r  c h i ld hood 

at home . They r ece ived a l i t t l e  formal teach ing from t h e i r  
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father and aun t. Patr i c k  B r onte let h i s  c h i ldren r e ad and 

carry on adu l t  conversat ion about po l i t ics . He sub s c r ibed 

The Black�ood's Edinburgh Hagazine so that the c h i ldren 

cou ld l e arn abou t p o l it i c a l  and economic essays , art 

c r i t i ci sm and l i terary reviews . But the most parts were 

studied from the i r  sp ir it and the i r  imag in ary wor ld . Most 

o f thei r  t ime was spent in reading and c ompos i t i on . T he ir 

attent ion to l i terature was enormous and ta lented . 

When Char lotte was t h i r t een, she r ememb e r ed t hat her 

father had g iven a set of wooden s o ld i e r s  to her brothe r , 

Branwe l l . By these four chi ldren (C har lotte, B r anwe l l, 

Emi ly ,  Anne) . the wooden s o ldiers were u s ed f o r  c har acters 

in cr eat ive p l ay. T hey cr eated a m in iatu r e  of a c ountry to 

make the p l ay a l ive . That country had ru les , governmen t s, 

p o l i t ic a l  i n t r igues . l egen ds , and c i t izen s . F r om these 

f an tas ies, Char lotte with he r b r other and s isters produ c ed 

a c o l l e c t ion of Juvenilia (between 1824 and 1839 ) w h i c h  

con s i sted of hundreds of items : magaz i n e s , maps , t a l es , 

essays , h i s t o r i es, dramas , poems . n ewspap e r s , speeches and 

sc rapbook. 

In 1831, when Char lo tte was f i f t e en years o ld, she was 

sent to M i ss Margaret W o o l e r·s scho o l  at Roe H e ad ,  

Dewsbury , .  a much better school than Cowan·s Br idge . In t h i s  

s cho o l  C har lotte imp roved her d r aw ing, French and 

compos it ion . A year and a half later she r etu rn ed home to 

give a teaching to her sis ter s .  She spent almost three 
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years at Hawo rth . Somet imes her best - f r i end s , Mary T ay l o r  

and E l len Nussey whom s h e  kn ew f rom R o e  H e ad , v i s ited and 

accompan ied her . They spent the i r  t ime together in read ing 

and comp os it ion . Espec i a l l y  with M i ss Nussey , Char lotte was 

so c lose to her . The ir f r i endship cont inued unt i l  Char l o t t e  

d i ed .  W hen Char lotte w a s  n in eteen , s he became a j un ior 

governess with  H iss W o o l e r  at Roe H e ad wh i c h  a year l at e r  

was removed to Dewsbu rry . She took t h i s  j ob because s he 

needed money to support B ranwe l l  as an ar t i s t . Ther e , Em i ly 

and Ann e  became her pup i l s . U n fortun at e ly ,  i t  was n ot f o r  a 

l ong t ime. Emi ly on ly c ou ld stand three mon ths because she 

got hom e - s i c kn ess and so do es Ann e . 

I n  1838 , a l l  three s isters were back on ce mor e at 

H awor th , expe c i a l ly for Char lotte , she r etu rned on accoun t 

of i l l - health . Char lotte rece ived o f f e r s  o f  mar r i age f r om 

two gent l emen . One was from E l l en Nus sey ' s  bro ther H en r y  

who was a c lergyman and t h e  other on e came f r om Bryce , a 

curate. To supp l ement the f am i ly income , C har l o t t e  served 

for some mon ths as nursery governess to S idgw i c ks of 

Stonegappe and to the Whites of Rawd on . Yorks h i r e . After 

she qu it f r om t hose two p l ac es. Char lotte w i t h  Ann e  who had 

became a govern ess had a p lan to open a schoo l of the i r  

own . H e r  aun t  agreed to f in an c e  this exp e r imen t . I n  ord e r  

t o  improve her kn owl edge o f  modern langu ages she dec ided t o  

go to the Con t inent . I n  ear ly 1842 , Char lotte wen t w i th 

Emi ly to Bruss e l s  as pup i l  in the Pen s ionn at Heger . T he i r 
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ta lents b r ought them to the spe c i a l  not ice of the p r in c ip a l  

teache r , C onstan t in Heger . From h i s  hands t hey b e c ame the 

masters o f  l anguage . After e ight months , the i r  s tudy we r e  

d is tu rbed by t h e  death of the i r  aunt o n  October 29 , 1842 . 

That made them return ed t o  England . After attend ing t he 

bur ia l  o f  the i r  aunt ,  C har lotte went back t o  B ru ss e ls , but 

Emi ly d idn't go with  Char lotte . Emi ly d e c i d ed to stay at 

home . In B ru sse ls Char l otte became a j un io r  t e acher o f  

Mon s ieur Hege r . But spend ing the who le o f  1843 abr oad mad e  

h e r  un happy, S he was lone ly and p ressed d own . T h i s  was. 

caused Mme . Hager became j ealous of her . Mme . Hager knew 

t hat C har l o tte had an affair with her husband . This story 

l at e r  was s at i r ized in C har lotte's n ove l Villette. T h i s  

c ircumstance made her return t o  Hawor t h  o n  J an 2 ,  1844 . I n  

Haworth w i t h  h e r  s ister C har l otte launched the schoo l o f  

T h e  M i sses B ron te ' s  Estab l ishment w h i c h  t hey had p l anned . 

But unfortunate ly , n o pup i ls app l ied . Wor s e  t h an t h i s , her 

d isapo i n tmen t c ame from her brothe r , B r anwe l l . He d ismissed 

in d i sgrace f r om his post as a tutor and an art i st , com ing 

home to d r in k , taking opium and d i s in t egrate. Late r , on. 

Sept embe r  24 , 1848 he d ied in comp l icat i ons. 

I n  1845 with  Em i ly and Ann e ,  Char l o t t e  wrote some 

poems . A year later a vo lume of p oems (The Nineteen Poems) 

by ucurr e r ,  E l lis , and Acton B e l l" was pub l i shed . T he n ame 

of Cu r re r ,  E l l i s  and Acton B e l l  are pseud onyms i n i t i a l s  of 

Char lotte , Em i ly and Anne . But on ly two cop ies were s o ld . 
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After j o in ing w i th her s isters, Char lotte B r ont e  tr i ed to 

w r i t e  her own works . She su cceed ed to wr i te her first 

short-nove l whic h was cal led The Professor ( 1847 ). That 

moment was also f o l l owed by her two s isters , Emi ly and 

Ann e . Then , those three-young women went t o  the pub l is her . 

Emi ly ' s  Wuthering Height (1847 ) and Ann e ' s  Agnes Grey 

(1647) were accepted , on the other hand Char l otte ' s  The 

Professor was r efused . George Smit h ,  an ed ito r , said that 

he wan ted to see a t hr ee-vo lume n ove l writ t en by i t s  

author . T hen , o n  August 24, 1847 Char l o t t e  sen t  h e r  n ov e l  

Jane Eyre to M r . Smith that b y  the time a lmost f inished . 

That n ove l mad e a good impress i on on Mr . Smith . H e  

pub l ished i t  b y  the m idd l e  of October . In Jane Eyre, 

C h ar l otte u sed the pseudonym of "Currer Bell". She u s ed 

this  n ame be cause she d idn ' t  want anybody kn ow that the 

au thor was a woman bes ide that she was t o o  shy . But when 

she v i s i ted L ond on in 1848, to see her pub l i sher her r e a l  

n ame cou ld n o  l onger be concealed f rom t hem . Jane Eyre was 

immediate ly popu lar and became one of the most succesfu l of 

a l l  Eng l ish n ove ls . Jane Eyre was wr i t t en in a p e r iod of 

s adness as a consequence o f  B r anwe l l ' s  c o l lapse , t he 

growing b lindn ess of her father and t he i l l-hea l t h  o f  her 

s i sters . Return ing from Lond on, Char l o t t e  was s hocked when 

she f ound that Em i ly's hea l t h  began to fai l  rap id ly . Emi l y 

was in  a great pain and cou ld not breath . On ly t hree mon ths 

after t he death of Branwee l ,  Char l ot t e  l o st her s i ste r, 
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Emi ly who d ied on December 19, 1848. A year l ate r, on May 

28, 1849 Ann e  also passed away , l e f t  Char l otte , a l on e . 

Be tween the death o f  B r anwe l l  and of Emi ly ,  Char lotte had 

been wr i t ing a new n ove l Shirley. Two t h i rd were wr itten 

and the other parts was postponed whi le she had to nurse 

her s is ter , Anne . Sh e c omp l eted after Ann e ' s  death and 

pub l ished in October , 1849. 

I n  1851 s he rece ived a t h i rd offer of marr i age f r om 

M r . J ames Tay lo r  whom she knew from her pub l ishe r . But , 

aga in she r e fused h im. Du r ing 1852 she worked hard t o  

f in i sh 

this 

her t h i rd nove l , en t it l ed Villette. Then i n  1853, 

nove l was pub l ished . On Jun e 29, 1854, Char l o t t e  

N ic ho l ls ,  

hu sband . 

eccepted an o f f  er o f  mar r i age f rom Arthu r  Be l l  

her father ' s  curate . She l ived happ i ly with her 

But the Fate who at tended the members o f  this happy f am i ly 

were not done w i t h  t hem yet. C har lotte , pr egnan t , 

contracted w i t h  a c h i l l  after be ing caught in a rain-storm 

wh i le wal k ing on the moors . She d i ed in M arch 31, 1855. She 

was bu r r ied in H aworth c hu r c h  by the s ide of her mothe r , 

Branwe l l  and Emi ly . H e r  f at her d i ed in 186 1 and her husband 

returned to I r e l and . 

Char lotte B r on te most imp o r t ant works : Juvenilia ( between 

1824 and 1839) w h i c h  produced together w i th her brother and 

s i sters , Jane Eyre ( 1847), Shirley (1849), Villette (1853), 

The Professor ( wrote in 1847 and pub l i s hed in 1857). 

( Source : The New Encyclopedia Britannica vol .2, 1985) 
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