
CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

I.1 Background of the study 

Some linguists often consider that Javanese community 

is a very complex ethnic communi~y with various cultural 

habits, regional dialects and many social aspects. 

Varieties of the language are easily attested throu1hout 

the island of Java. It is true then th3t Javanese language 

is a very rich dan fruitful scope for both sociclingistics 

and pure linguistic researches. 

On pure linguistic persp~ctive, Javanese language 

provides some interesting pheno~~na to inv~stiga~e. such as 

those of its phonetics, phone~ics. ~o=phemic systems. and 

also its semantics dan syntaxis. Those linguistic aspects 

sre interesting to discuss in as much ~s Javanese language 

is divided into three main levels (Cliff0rd G~ertz. Hl72). 

i.e Krama Inggil (high le•J'el): K:-:Jm:'J H:idy.1. f:nidc!le le·-1~1) 

1.hn Basa Ngo ko ( 1,:rw l,:,v,d). Th is div is i,-:in in ev i tab ly 

~licitates differences on var[~ties of l . • ... 
• !. ll .~; L S ,, 1 C asp.;:cts Rs 

the 1~v~ l in . 
writer is ir.b;r:est,;d tr.. Th Ls ,::1,: t•) r.r.,·· t'::i-~t and r.,)::tsor. 

thnt this 1'~vi:·l is used by ,!:1·1~n.~s8 ::1t. :n0:::t .. :.c: ~l d:iily 

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI A STUDY OF... HERY RATNO BAGIO



2 

means of com~unication. Nevertheless, Basa Ngoko is also 

spoken in various different dialects. This a3rees with the 

statement of William N. Francis, that every language is 3 

collection of many dialects, all more or less mutually 

intellegible and sharing a common core of structure, but 

differing to each other in many ways. Each dialect is 

adapted to the needs and interests of the speech-community 

that uses it, while at the same time making use of the main 

feature of structure that constitutes the common language 

( The Structure of American English, 1958). 

One of the dialects of Javanese language is 

·suroboyoan dialect·. It is used by citizens of Surabaya, 

especially its native and people living in its nearby 

regions. This dialect provides so~e interesting phenomena. 

One of them which happens to be the object of this study is 

the variety in the use 0f adjective intensifiers. An 

example out of some variants of adjective intensifiers used 

in ·suroboyoan dialect· is the phrase of panas sekali" 

(very hot) which in Jav3nese language Basa Ngoko Suroboyoan 

dialect may be expressed in several ways, 

neman/temen, panas pol. puanas and etcetera. 

i. e pan as 

This is an int~restin~ phenomenon which arose the 

curiousity of th~ writ~~. Th~ writer was wondering wheth~r 

th0re are different d~gr~es of intensification or sp~cific· 

function -assignarl to those ndje~tive intensifiers in 
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relation with -their function to intensify adjectives. If 

there is, the writer wants to know which intensifiers hav~ 

function to intensify adjectives of Javanese language more 

strongly. and vice versa. Bas~d on the usage, the writer is 

suspicious that a certain grade of intensification does 

exist. 

One of the most appropriate ways to investigate this 

phenomenon is by analysing it through morphological 

approach. This is due to the reason that those intensifiers 

are in the level of morphology because all of them are 

morphemes. And as we know morphology is the study of 

morphemes and their arrangement in foi:-:ning word (Eugene A. 

Nida. 1970). The word ·morpheme· is derived from the Gieek 

w,n-d morphe meaning form. The definition of morpheme which 

is most widely accepted and most practicala in application 

is the one stated b~r Leona rd B loomf ie ld. that is Horpheme 

is a linguistic form t.thich bears no partial 

phonetic-semantic resemb1an~e to any other form (Eugene A. 

Nida. 1970) 

There are two kinds of morphern~. those a~~ bound 

ru,:irpheme and free morphem~1. Som~ vo.riants of adjo:;cti·.,..~ 

intensifiers are free m0rphem0, for inst~nce n~m~n/tem~n, 

pol. banget. And thf:'re i.s :-,~1 :yij,,,~ti.·Ji:: intensi.fi,·r whL:h i.s 
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adjectives) to obtain meaning. If they are in isolation, 

they are meaningless. Some adjective intensifiers which are 

categorized as bound morpheme obviously are meaningless 

when .they are in isolation. The analyses on those 

intensifier occurrences and patterns are very significant 

for the problem solving. Maybe any morphological change 

shows the change of intensification. 

Although those adjective intensifier morphemes have 

different forms, yet generally they have the same function 

or a common semantic distinctiveness. Their various forms 

are not discussed any further because they may have 

something to do with complicated socio-cultural history of 

·suroboyoan· dialect itself. Data accomplished during the 

field research show that those variants truly function as 

intensifiers. The discussion of those matters will not do 

any good for this thesis. The most im9ortant thing here is 

to find out the possibility of different degrees of 

intensification among those-forms. 

I.Z Statement oft.he problems 

Based on the backgrbun~ of the study above. the writer 

will try to find out possi~l~ ~xplanations for th~ two 

fo L Lowin!! q11r)Stions /'·--- -- :. 

~- H0w are the patterns ~f adjActiv~ int~nsifiers us~rl in 

'Suroboyoan· dialect? 
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b. Is there a different degree of intensification assigned 

among those various intensifiers? 

I.3 Objective of the study 

Through this study the writer intends to give or 

provide vivid elaborations concerning specific functions 

and patterns of adjective intensifier morphemes analysed 

through morphological analyses, in relation with the usage 

of its various forms in 'Suroboyoan· dialect. 

I.4 Significance of the study 

This thesis hopefully makes the readers have a better 

understanding toward the pstte~ns of various adjective 

intensifier morphemes in · Su roboy,,an · dialect and 

comprehend some specific function 

intensifiers. 

assigned to some 

This is also meant to enrich scientific writings 

pertaining with aspects of language, especially Javanese 

language of ·suroboyonn· dialect. 

I.5 Scope and limitat.ion 

The res~nrch took place in some plac~s within th~ are~ 

of Surabaya city. And, th0 w~iter focused the scope of the 

study on the analys~s of adjective int~nsifiers used in 

informal situation due t0 the reason that it is hardly 
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possible to find formal situation in which Basa Ngo~o 

·suroboyoan· dialect is used as means of communication. 

Another limitation, this study is meant to conduct research 

on spoken discourse rather than the written one. 

In some certain situations, some forms of adjective 

intensifiers may have different meanings. Such biases or 

changes of meaning which is due to the application of those 

forms beyond their function as adjective intensififer are 

not discussed any further in this study. 

I.6 Theoretical Backgrot.md 

In this study, the writer applies some theories of 

morphology which are suitable with the topic, and are used 

to develop the analyses toward adjective 

morphemes in ·suroboyoan· dialect. 

intensifier 

Nida stated that morpheme differs in the types of 

phonemes whi~h comprise them. and the relationship of the 

parts of morphemes to each other,and the manner in which 

morphemes are formally connected with each other. The 

analysis on how to differentiate morphemes here is divided 

into Cl) the internal composition of morphemes and (2) the 

formal relationships of morph,::imes to each othei:- (Horphology 

1'he Descriptive llnitlysis of" Words, 1970) 

Th~y 3re signifin~nt for t:h~ analysis of 

patterns and to reveal the similarity or difference of 
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morphemes. In this study they are used for the analysis of 

adjective intensifier morphemes. And those analyses can be 

used to reveal any possibility of different deg~ee of 

intensification among the intensifiers. 

The internal composition of morphemes may be treated 

in terms of : 

(1) the type of phonemes which compose morphemes, i.e 

a. segmental phonemes 

b. suprasegmental phonemes 

c. combination of segmental and suprasegmental phonemes 

(2) the different phonemic shapes and sizes of morphemes 

i.e. canonical form. 

(3) the formal relationships of the parts of morphem~s to 

each other, i.e morphemes usually i::,ccur in either 

continuous sequence or superimposed sequence 

The formal relalionshlps of morphemes to each other 

are structural and positional. 

(1) Structural relationships of morphemes to each other. 

a. Additive 

b. Replacive 

c. Subtractive 

(2) Positional relationships of morphemes to ~ach ocher 

a. Included 

b. Su(:ces i. ve 

c. S imu l tanf:ous 
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By knowing all of those terms and applying them to 

analyze various forms of adjective intensifiers, hopefully 

the problems can be solved as vivid as possible. 

I.7 Method of the Study 

The writer uses qualitative research for this study. 

According to Bogdan and Biklen, there are five typical 

characteristics of qualitative research. i.e : (a) natural 

setting as a direct data source and the researcher as key 

instrumen (b) descriptive (c) process is more important 

than result (d) data is analysed inductively, and (e) 

meaning ts the main attention (Penelitian kualitatif dalam 

bidang b~hasa dan S3St~a, 1990:27-30). 

In qualitative research, inquiry has to be done in 

natural setting because the phenomena which are being 

studied show meanings in natural setting. Qualitative. 

research begins with assumption that nothing is trivial in 

the world. that every sympton is potensial as a door key 

for the comprehension of what is being studied. 

It should be affirmed that qualitative res~arch is not 

some kind ot' antiqu~ntitativ~. [t means within qualitative 

resear~h there are eood chan0es to apply quantitative data. 

[ t' it h:iepens. the tends to emphasize 

qua l i t n t i v •? d a I: a , w h ~ r I? ::1 s q 1.1 ::rn t i tat i •, e d at a ::: ~ r v ,::: as 

supp},-Jm,rnt (Drs. Aminuddin, HPd. 1990) 
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Qualitative research needs represectative ~ethods or 

techniques to acquire corpus of data. According to Baal. 

the most representative methods for this type of research 

are participant observation and indepth interview. Yet, 

it is also possible to use other method as long as the 

corpus of data can be obtain maximally ( Penel i tia.n 

kualitatif dalam bidang bahasa dan sastra, 1990). 

In this study, the writer uses two techniques for data 

collecting, those are elicitation and observation. These 

two techniques are very representative to collect corpus 

pertaining with adjective intensifier morphemes. The inside 
• 

out of these technique will be elaboratad in chapter III. 

Sampling 

Glaser and Strause proposes that sampling involved 

seeking out people and situation which are likely to be 

particularly re~ealing or fruitful with respect to the 

phenomena in which one is interested. 

The process of elicitation and observation mostly 

takes place in camp11s 0f F[S[P and !?sych0logy UNAIH. 

Surabaya, p3rticularly its parking lots where the writer 

mingles with groups 0f stud~nt-coll8ge who are chatting to 

nn0 another. Everyday thore are sever~l p~ople in this 

p :1 r k i. n !!. i o t . in ,:1 u d i n ;~ s . ·, m , 1 s t ::i f t' s o t" t; h L s i n s t i t u t i on . 

They are used to ch 8. t ting about: "JVe r.y thing, from sp,:.ir ts to 
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politics. It is vorthy note that they come fro~ different 

parts of Surabaya. Some of them live in North Surabaya, 

others live in West or any other parts of this city, and 

they always use basa ngoko ·suroboyoan· dial~ct as a means 

of communication. This situation yields many interesting 

and worthwhile data, in the sense that they use different 

forms of adjective intensifiers. For instance, some. of them 

u1e ·temen·, some other people use "pol", 

etcetera. 

This situation may be hardly found • fZ 
1 .. 

"banget· and 

the writer 

decided to conduct research on a particular settlement or 

kampoong because people living in one particular area tend 

to exhibit uniformity in ~spe~ts of speaking. So the 

decision of using campus as location of research agrees 

with the statement of Glaser and Strause above. 

Besides, the observation also takes place in public 

places and certain public transportation by which the 

writer leaves for school or works and comes h0me everyday. 

This is quite important so as to cross-check the validity 

0f data. 

I. 8 Dt~f i nil ion of Key t.~r ms 

Since the most repres~ntativA W3Y to analyze this 

phen0m~non is from morpholoeical ~nalysis, especially the 

distribution of th,:e: r.i.djectivi:: intensifiers. s,);ne terms of 
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morphology are assign8d to this study. This is important so 

as to avoid misunderstanding and misinterpretating. Those 

terms are : 

.4d._iective .intensifiers :morphemes used 

intensification. 

for adjective 

Phoneme 

Se.gmental phoneme 

:a phoneme is a group of phone-types 

(allophones) which are phonetically 

similar and 

characteristics 
. 

show 

patterns 

certain 

of 

distribution in the language or 

dialect under consideration (Nelson 

Franc is. 1958). 

:phonemes which fdllow one another 

con~ecutively in the stream of 

speech: the vowels and consonants 

(Nelson Francis, 1958) 

Supra.segmental phone,11e :A ph,:meme (as of pitcr., stress or 

juncture) which is synchronous with 

H,Jrph~mt.} 

one or mor.~ succesive segmental 

ph~n~mAs (Nelson Francis, 1958). 

:o grammatical unit that is an 

:u·bitrar.y union of a sound and a 

m~~ning and that can not be t'urth~r . . - ~- -.. 
sn~Jysed. <Vi~toria Fromkin~ 1888) . .. 
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The organi=ation of morphs (minimal 

meaningful unit) into family groups 

(Nels•Jn Francis, 1958). 

:the types of morphem~s as 

determined by their distribution 

which never occur in isolation, 

that is not regularly uttered alone 

in normal· discourse. Such bound 

forms include prefixes, suffixes. 

suprafixes. 

subtr:s.~tives, 

1970) 

. ,: . u,,. 1xes, 

and so!rle 

replacives. 

t"oots (Nida. 

:the types of morphemes which may be 

utt~red in isolation. They always 

,Jonsist r)f a root (Nida, 1970). 

:the parts of morpheme usually occur 

-in continuous sequence if all of 
. 

them are segmental (Nida, 1970). 

:if parts of m0rpheme include 

:"Ind suprasegmental 

phon~mr-)S <Nida, 1970) 
. 

:o. langu::1,1~:i uhir:h i.s sp,)ken mostly 

in ~he isl~nd nf Java and which can 

namely Kr3ma Cnitil, K~ama Hadya, 
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~nd Bas~ Ngoko (Clifford Geertz. 

1972). 

:the variety of language spoken by 

the members of a singular 

homogenuous speech-comitlunity 

(Nelson Francis, 1958) 

:a variety of language which is 

spoken by native people of Surabaya 

and its nearby regions. 

:may be understood as occasions 

which are at tended by the 

participants sp,,ntaneousiy or 

accidently (in the sense 

participants no 

that 

planned 

purposes), and the~e will be no 

relatively such cultural norms 

governing their behaviour 

((}offITTan. 1864) 

I.9 Organization of the thesis 

The chapters of this thesis exhibit a structurally 

lmportar1t: sequence. This r.hesis b.:Jgins with chapter L 

Introduction. which consists of 9 sub-chnpt~rs. The first 

is 8 :i c k :! r n Im d rJ f t h ·~ s t 1.1 d y in w h i ,-;; h r 8 ::t i~ 0 n s ,:, f m :~. k in 13" t h L1 

thesis nnd a 11 ::1spe,.:- ts of a phenomenon d is,~11sst:"!d in th is 
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thesis are mentioned in general. Proceeding the background 

of the study is the Statement of the problems. The 

problem-solving is going to be found in chapter of 

analyses. The Objective and Significance of the study give 

sort of descriptions concerning this thesis, including its 

purposes. Point I.6 is Theoretical background which 

exhibits theories of morphology applied in this thesis in 
. 

general. Then, Method of the study explains type of 

research conducted by the writer, and methods as tehniques 

of data-collecting. In Definition of key-terms, several 

technical terms applied in this study are presented 

altogether with their definitions. These definitions are 

very important to avoid misunderstanding in interpretating 

this thesis. 

In chapter II, the theories of the study are 

elaborated more vividly so as to provide adequate basis to 

understand the analyses of data and findings in chapter IV. 

The internal composition and formal relationships of 

morphemes to each other and all of its terms are explained 

in details. Then. they are used tn analyze forms of 

adjective intensifier morphemes. Th~ results of this 

analyses can be seen in data and interpret~tion of 

findings. 

Chapter III consists 0f further d,!piction3 of rn~thods 

used in this study. Efforts of the writer in obtaining some 

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI A STUDY OF... HERY RATNO BAGIO



15 

data through the application of both methods are described 

in this chapter. 

Data and findings acquired during the research are 

analysed in chapter IV by using theories elaborated in 

Theoretical background and chapter II. Chapter IV is the 

most crucial part of the thesis. The results of this 

analyses will be concluded in the last chapter, that is 

chapter V, Conclusion. 
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