
CHAPTER III 

HISTORICAL TRAIT OF BLACK AMERICAN 

I n  the history of the Un i ted States , B l acks ' s · tragic sid e  

f o r  s l avery and r a c e  had p layed a vital r o l e . Kos t  o f  these 

b l ack peop le were emp loyed as s laves with the whites as 

the ir masters . Treatment o f  s l aves on farm and p lantat i on 

ranged from a d ecorou s  p aternal ism to extr eme crue lty . 

S l aves reacted to t he i r  s t atus in a var iety o f  ways . M any 

accomodated themse lves to the s ituati on . Escape into 

other-wor ld ly interests was undoubt ly a widespre ad 

p a l l iat ive . Hore b ad ly ,  the Southern states regarded s lave s  

n o t  as person s , but a s  p r operty , and �nacted l eg i s l at ion to 

assure the stab i l i ty of the s lave regime and the comp le t e  

sub ord in at i on of the s l ave popu lation . S laves c ou ldn ' t own 

property , posses fire-arms , engage in comme rc e , leave t he 

p l an tat i on wi thout permiss ion f rom the i r  owners , testify in 

the cou r t  except against o ther N egro e s , make contracts , 

learn to r e ad and wr ite , o r  ho ld meeting w i t hout t he 

p resence o f  white persons . They were prohibited from 

str iking . white persons , bu t the murder or rap e  of a s l ave 
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o r  of a free Negro b y  w h i t e  person was n o t  regarded a s  a 

s e r ious o f fense , ass o c i ated with the s l ave system and an 

· essen t i a l  part of 

rat ional i zat ion of the 

its support w.-a:s 

inf e r i o r ity o f  N egroes 

an e labo r ate 

and of t he 

w i sdom and j ust ice of a s l ave status f o r  them . 

W hen the reconstru c t i on ended in 1876 , t he legal 

emanc ipat i on of t he N egro was in fac t  soon . den ied him . 

S ince t hat t ime the Amer ican N egro had l ived under l ega l ,  

economic , and s o c i a l  l im itations whioh had been espe c i a l ly 

severe in the Deep South but which d iffered more in degree 

than k ind in the North and West . T hese l im itat ion had t aken 

the form· of s egregat i on and d is c r iminat ion . N egroes had 

f o rced cap i tu lat i on in most c it ie s  to desegrated pub l ic 

t ransportat ion and the removal o f  ' co lored' s isns on 

r a i lroad-station , doors and d r in king f ountain s. Pub l ic 

service s , such as l ibrar i es, mun i c ip a l  gol f  courses and 

p ar ks and for the most parts 'been d e s egrated, and many 

pub l ic sw imm ing pools as we l l . Coming up to the · 20th 

centu ry , history noted vast movement among Amer ican Negroes 

-actual migrat ion to N o rthern urban centers·, advancement in 

e c onomic . pos i t i on, and po l i t i c a l  step toward exert ing 

p r essu r e  through a un ited negro ' commun ity • , N everthe less,  

d espide t r emendous s t r ided thr ough fed eral leg i s l at i on and 
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legal act ion, t he Negro after mid-centu ry lagged behind t he 

white popu lat ion in e arn ing power , house f ac i l i t i e s, and 

educat i on a l  opportun i t ies . M o reover, r i s ing expectat ions 

when frustated brought despair and anger . 
• 

B l acks l ived und er harsh terror o f  white strength that 

were always ready to k i l l  them
· 

j ust becau s e  t he ir b lack 

s k ins . Wh ites curbed the i r  l ives so s t r i c t ly and swept 

chances away for b lacks to stand equ a l ly as them. Rac i a l  

prej ud ices · and d iscriminat i on spread and had bec ome a maj o r  

soc ial p r ob l em i n  America . Vio lence for N egro b y  white 

p e rson was omn ipresent : these were beat ing by whites, 

b lack women raped, b lack men ( b lack n iggers ) f ight ing back, 

s ome o f  t hem castrated and lyn c heQ . Savalor , fanatic ism and 

f ear character i zed the d ecaying b lack t en ements o f  the 

S6u t he rn c i t i e s . T he worse tragic terror occured when a 

rac ial movemen t l ed by white known as ' Ku Klux K l an took 

p lace . It was p o l i t ical movemen t to e l iminate b l aok rac e . 

I f  the b lack cond i t ion was p reviously du l l, this terror 

mad e  i t  gett ing worse . Ye t ,  the s ituat i on went on . 

Negroes had been treated w i t h  f lagrant d iscr iminat ion 

by the po l ice and by the c ou r t  of l aw . T he margina l  

•an, Negro, con front ing a harsh environmen t ,  the scorn o f  

f e l low c i t i zen , p hys i c a l  and p sycho log i c a l  oppres s i on, 
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cou ld e ither internal i ze h i s  frustat i on, suf f e r r ing 

inward ly as a vict im , o r  become a reb e l, str i king out at 

o thers . The v i c t im accepted h i s  P.red ioament, e levat in g  p a in 

to a moral· v i rtue ; the r ebe l r e spond.ed v i o l en t ly in an 

attempt to survive . But Negroes· d r e ams of p ower were 

undercut by the real ity of J i m  Crom and more subt le 

d iscr iminat ion . Amb it ion was encouraged, impotency 

re inforced . All entrances and exits wer e  b lo c ked. All these 

p rovoked N esro r io t ing and . ·acts o f  v io lence-reb e l l ion . 

T hose s isn if ied their strugg le to overcome the effect of 

s lavery and J im Crowism in the i r  nat ive land . 

\, 
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CHAPTER IV 

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF 
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SIGNIFICANCE O.F NATIVE S·ON 
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