
CHAPTER I 

I NT R O DU C T I O N  

I.1 Background o� the s tudy 

The c hoice of l iterary f i�ld as the source of thes i s  

subs�ance is concern ed with the functi on of l iterature a s  a 

means to understand l ife . I t  is  so , because l iterature 

d epicts the actual oocurence human be ing deal w it h . Gett ing 

in touch with l i terature w i l l  highly ar ise awareness of the 

values of l i fe s in c e  i t  subjects to the imp lied moral 

and soc i a l  as we l l ,  and others . Working out 

i s  expected to b r ing the wr iter to the 

c onsc iousness in gaz ing at l if e . 

on l i terature 

d e epen ing of 

Robert G .  Car lson iden t i f i e s  l i te r ature as a means to 

transmit the loves and hates , t he hopes and fears , 

amb it ion s  and frustation s , t he f a i lures and t r iumphs , t he 

que s t ion s ,  the prob l ems , the exper iences of people 

con f ron t ing l ife and l iterature·s funct ion is to record 

man ' s  s trugg le to l ive and from it certain recurrent themes 

and ideas emerge ( American L i t erat uret 1979:8 9 ) .  

Und e r  the t i t l e  of Bi66er Thoma.s's Rebe l l i on i n  

Gai nin6 pi �i t ;y: A St t.tdy of the Hai n  Charac t er's Conf l i ct 
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i n  Richard Wr i6h t • s  Na t ive Son. this thes is is  oomm�tted to 

ana lyze B igger Thomas , a b lack American l iving under the 

s egregation and d is c r im ination of white soc i a l  c aste and 

takes r evolt in b rutal v iolence s . The ana lysi s  of b lack 

Amer ic an novel interests the writer s ince it  is 

un iv�rsa l ly conce ived as strugg le for bette r  b lack 

cond ition in Amer ica where Dec tara t i on of Independence 

takes into its form as we l l  as the whites oppression on 

b l acks . 

Na t i ve Son by R iobard Wr ight t akes in to the form of 

nove l .  Compared to othe r s , this type of l iterary form 

off e r s  more details which make t he writer pQs s i b le to grasp 

the understanding of its e ssence eas i ly .  H e r e , the e l ements 

are a lso f igured out more c le ar ly and live ly with the 

resu l t  that the w r i t�r w i l l  be ab le to con struct the 

impress ion of the imp l ied s ign i f i oanoe . N ove l is a portr a it 

of l if e  in min i ature for it  presents matte r s  and charac t e r s  

picked out f rom real life . Taken f rom The American Co t tese 

of Dic t ionary .  a nove l is  def ined as: 

f ic t ive prosaic pros aic story in certain 
length that d escr ibes the action of the 
characters as the representation of real l i f e  

( 19 6 0:830 ) 
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An other d e f in it ion states that n ov e l  i s  one o f  . the best 

veh i c l e s  for the express ion of moral and social  ideas, as 

the majo r i ty of n ove l ists and r e aders have recogn i sed f o r  

several centur ies ( Gr aham Litt l e , 1 9 6 6: 10 1 ) .  

Richard W r ight i s  n otab ly n oted as a b lack Amer ican 

wr iter who succeeds in t he wor ld o f  wr i t ing . The pub l is h ing 

of Nat t ve Son in 1 94 0  br ings him to become t he outstand ing 

b l ac k  wr i te r . The creat i on of Nat t ve Son i t s e l f  is a 

cru c i a l  momen tum f o r  b lack mov.ement to gain equal ity in 

r ights . The author in t h i s  work w ishes to incorporat e  

within h i s  work t h e  semb l an c e  o f  truth b y  u s ing r e a l i s t i c  

detai ls . · I t  also b r ings p o l it ical l oad f o r  it  is  intended 

to ref lect W r ight's goal to s how the world t hat b l ac k  

c on d i t ion iri Ame r ica c an b e  traced d ir ec t ly to h i s  

treatment b y  the w h i t e  men . 

Nat t ve Son reveals the struggl e  of B igger T homas f o r  

gain ing d ign ity and be ing recogn ised a s  a human b y  

hand l ing s ome vio lent act ions . T r apped i n  r at-infested 

apartment that s ign i f ies the n ar row area and l im ited 

chances he . has in soc i ety he obtains lack o f  soc i a l  

respect . Through h i s  en tire l if e , h e  undergoes 

p sycho l og i c a l  burden upon his s hou lder and p lungs him into 

infer ior i ty . He loses his b e l ief in God for h i s  acceptance 
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and con fession w i l l  prove his acceptance o f  hav ing ' dar k '  

fate . Also , he i s  so al ien from his own wor ld . T hough he 

mu rders M ary Dal ton acoidentaly and Bessi e  f o r  h i s  d re ad , 

yet both has deepened h i s  c onsc iousness . A queer strength 

ar ises after his act i on s .  H is attac ks at soc i ety are to 

.acc omp l ish his se lf-real izat ion and to k i l l  the major i ty of 

white soc i ety that has treated him as a beast . For h i m ,  

se lf-real izat ion and con f idenoe can on ly come aga in t hrough 

brutal act ions . 

Nat ive Son ,  in fact is W r ight ' s  brutal ly honest 

depict ion o f  the r e la t i onship between sex , race and 

v i o lence� This masterwor k  has revo lu t ion ized Amer ic an 

l iteratur e  becau se it is en oourageous enough to attack o ld 

taboos that previous wr iters never approach and because it 

c reates star t l ing n ew images about b lack exper iences . 

I n  the wr iter ' s  op in ion , Richard W r ight ' s  novel i s  a 

sood f ict ion because it strongly committed a real ist ic 

portraya l on the d istorted imp lementat ion o f  c iv i l  r ights 

that whi te l iteratu re never touch . Moreover , Emi l  Hur t i k  

and Robert Yarbert states that a Sood f ict ion d o es n o t  end 

w i th the �ead ing , it is n o t  a mer e  escape ; it is the fu e l  

for think ing , qu est ion ing and evaluat ion . I t  i s  not an 

escap e  from l ife; it  is a part of l if e , part o f  t he 
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wr iter ' s  l i fe , and part of t he reade rs· l ife (An 

I n troduc t i on to Shor t Fic t i on and Cri t ic ism, 197 1:57 ) 

Taking B igger Thomas as the center o f  the s i s  ana lys i s  

is  under . cons iderat i on that he i s  n o t  .mere ly t h e  hero o f  

oppressed b lack Amer ica� bu t a l s o  .is  an embod iment of a l l  

oppressed m inor ity . H i s  s t rugg l e  to gain p r id e  and d ign ity 

for his ex i s ten ce as a l iv ing be ing 

the way to feed h imse l f , yet 

not mere ly s ign i f ies 

in broader sense this 

st ruggle, in general wishes t� locate min o r it ies t o  

proper pos i t i on a s  human be ing with a comp l e t e  

stand ing s id e  b y  s id e  equal ly with the whites . 

the i r  

r ights 

Moreover , R i c hard W r ight, through the p lea of Hr . Max 

-B igger THomas ' s  l awyer w ishes t o  emphas ize ·that soc i e ty 

s hou ld also be respon s ib le for his b rutal d e ed s . Typ i ca l ly , 

B igger T homas has s t ruck Amer ica ' s most sen s i t ive n erve ; he 

attacks the white f ema le s ign ifying the symb o l  of beauty 

- i t  beckons t he n o rm of white soc iety has long kept ,  n o rm 

that put s  b lacks as outs id er s . 

Nat ive Son by R i c hard R ight is both a psycho l og i c a l  

a s  we l� a s  a s o c i a l  n ove l . I t  i s  a p sycho l og i c a l  n ove l 

because i t  in t imate ly tr ies to en ter the character ' s  m ind 

and s ou l .  I t  also d isp lays to und erstand the character ' s  

thought , mot ive , d es ire and personal ity. M oreove r , i t  is  an 

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI BIGGER THOMAS'S REBELLION... NOVA EVIANA



6 

attempt to enhance psycho logical f ie ld. T h i s  n ove l is  also 

a soc ial one . It deals w it h  all  sort o f  s i tu at i on in 

s o c iety, p refer r ing the treatment o f  evi l  in t he s o c i a l  

order ( Anton Baker,1978:8 1 ) . Like Nat t ve Son. it consumes 

the evi l treatment of white soc i e ty that emp loys 

s egregat ion and d iscr iminat ion upon a negro l i ke B igger 

Thomas . Center ing on B igger Thomas , this thes is wou ld l i ke 

to analyze h i s  con f l ict , cons idered as a p sycho logical  one 

which is gen erated by his socia l  Qi rcumstances . 

I.2 Statement of the probl em 

Dealing with the preoeed ing 

w i l l.d r aw an atten t ion on B igger 

d iscu s s i on, the wr iter 

Thomas · s  psycho l ogical 

d eve l opmen t further by p ropos ing problems as fo l l ows : 

a .  Why does B igger Thomas commit v i o lence ? 

b .  What does he get through those vio l ence in 

connect ion with his psycho logical state? 

I.3 Objective of the study 

The wr i t ing of this thes is is  meant to exp lore the 

reasons why B igge r  Thomas in a certain psycho logical 

c ond it ion commits cr imes . Fur t he r, t h i s  t he s i s  is  to 

observe the out let of his psycho l og i c a l  deve lopment after 
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his having comm i tted those vio lences . 

I.4 Si gni fi cance of the study 

Nat t ve Son is a cru c i a l  b l ac k  l iter ary work w i th the 

s ign i f i c an c e  of b lack ' s asp iration about equal i ty and 

human r ights . Yet, Nat i ve Son i s  not s imp ly reveal ing 

b l acks ' strugg l e  to obtain equ a l i ty of c iv i l  r ights . In 

more sense , th is novel adopts a comp lex prob l em of b l ac k  

min o r i ty that c on sumes a harsh w h i te treatmen t .  T h i s  thes is 

an alysis i s  intend ed to he lp u s  to v iew b lack minor i ty ' s 

prob l ems under the domination of white - ru led soc i e ty f r om 

soc io logical and psycho logical po in ts of v i ew . 

I.6 Scope and l i mitation 

Even though Nat t ve Son i s  n o t  a b iographi cal work of 

Richard W r ight, yet some c r i tics s ay that the ana lysis o f  

e a c h  h i s  w o r k  can ' t  b e  free ly separated from tal k ing abo�t 

his background o f  l i fe and ide a . Some d e tai l s  

c o in c iden ta l ly go para l e l l  w i th the actu a l  ocourence 

c o r r e lating with i ts au thor and his l ife , but the ir 

p resences in Nat i ve Son are l im i ted to p erform the setting 

of the work . The wr iter herse lf are c on s is ten t on the 

opin i on that Nat i ve Son is pure ly f iction as a product of 
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R i chard W r ig ht ' s imaginat ion . 

This study comp r ises some descr ipsions of soc iety in 

which B igger Thomas. l ives in w i t h  its treatmen t . I t  f igures 

out the cond i t i on of B igger Thomas · s l ife under t he 

d ominat ion o f  white soc iety that app l ies t he doub le 

standard of law and t hat emp loys border-l i ne to iso late 

b lac ks in cer ta in slum area . I t  also portrays t he existen ce 

o f  b lac k man in white commun ity t hat den ies h is free -wi l l  

and freedom . Those w i l l  br ing ·into reasonab le response o f  

v i olence that B igger Thomas d oes .  T he importan t  t h ing f r om 

t h i s  t hes i s ,  that is,  the w r i ter w i l l  l im i t  and c on cen tr ate 

the an alysis on B igger T homas · s  conf l ict with its cause and 

resu l t  f o r  h im psycho log ic a l ly . 

I.6 Theore�i cal background 

Hav ing stated prev i ously , t h i s  thesis is concentrated 

to ana lyze B igger T homas · s s o c i a l  l ife that has strongly 

inf luenced to form his d i sorder psycho log i c a l  state and has 

d irected him to comm it v i o lences . I t  also c oncernswith t he 

effec t  o f  comm i t ing t ho se for his psycho log i c a l  

developmen t . A l l  t hese are seen from s o c i al and 

psychological po in t  of views that are covered in the 

m imet ic t heory . 
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S ince the ana lysis deals with the e lements beyond t he 

work itse l f , the wr iter · s  start ing step is to perform 

m imetic theory which emphas izes that a l iterary work i s  an 

imitation of l i f e . 

The c on f l ict that B igger Thomas undergoes is f r om 

d istor ted psycho l og ical state generated by the d isorder 

social  t reatment ( caused by pre.ssur e  coming out f rom the 

env ironmen t ) .  From this , psycho log ical app roach as we l l  as 

soc io logical approach are applied . F reud s t ates that human 

p syche cons ists o f  three e lemen ts, those are , id , ego and 

superego . I n  conn ect ion w ith this thesis, the ana lysis o f  

i d  and . ego are c lar i f ied . Harry E .  Garret expresses 

statement concern ing with human behaviou r . 

I.7 Method of the study 

W r i t ing this the s i s  

Reveal ing t o  the thes is ' s  

is  pur e ly l ibrary 

p rob lem , the wr iter 

research . 

uses t he 

n ove l o f  Nat i ve Son as main source of ana lys is . The writer 

then attempts to understand the essence of the n ove l 

thoroughly in accordance to he r own interpretat ion . 

S ince the thesis analys i s  shou ld b e  app l ied in to a written 

form, the wr iter shou ld d e s c r ibe her interp retat i on into 

sentences . 
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To support interpretat ion , the wr iter a l s o  presents 

other refe rences ins tead o f  the n ove l i t s e l f  that func t i on 

to aff irm the interpre tat ion . Concern ing to the n ove l 

that reveals the strugg l e  of a b l ack Ame r i can to obtain 

equ a l ity in c iv i l  r ights , t he ana lys is s hou ld be connect ed 

w i th the h i story o f  b lack in whi te soc iety . T�us , the 

use of other references ins tead of the n ove l are requ i r ed 

to supp o r t  the analys i s . £ncyc iopBdta Amert c ana .  f o r  

instance ,  can p resent an informat i on of t he h i s tory of 

b l ac k  men in white-ru led soc iety . Some references taken 

f r om soc io logical and p sycho logical f ie ld s  are d isp l ayed 

s in c e  the thes i s  analys i s  observes the main c haracter's 

psycho log i c a l  c on f l ict t hat i s  main ly revived f rom the 

white ' s  abn ormal s o c i a l  treatment . 

I.8 Key-terms and Defi niti ons 

' A  man• 

a cond ition in which a 

d ign i ty and pr ide by 

man has 

taking 

soc i a l  worth and treatment as 

human be ing . 

s omeon e who possesses 

in d ign i ty ,  worth and 

( value s ) that pos i t i on 

equ a l i ty 

respect 

him as 
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human b e ing . 

r ights of each c i t i z en to 

freedom and equal ity regard less 

o f  sex , race or r e l igion . 

man ' s  value that can invi t e  

o ther s ' respect and worth . 

the d eve l opmen t o f  s e l f  

capac ity ,  the 'acceptance of 

self-essence and integ r at ion of 

s e l f  mot ive . 

i t  connects w i t h  a sense o f  

doubt about person ' s  value as 

human be ing . The fee l ing o f  

infer i o r  i s  because o f  s o c i a l  

neglec t ,  gett ing lack of 

in t r in s i c  human worth , d ign ity 

and respect . They ( vi c t ims ) are 

usual ly hungry for f ee l ing equ a l  

w i th othe rs . 

I.9 Organi zation ot the thesi s  

T h i s  the s i s  cons ists of s ix chapters t hat a r e  ana lyzed 

r espe c t ive ly in turn . In the f ir s t  chap te r ,  I n t r oduction , 
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there are n ine p o ints in which each is e l aborated in 

d eta i l s . T he second chapter , Theoret ical f r amework contains 

the scheme o f  approach and theo ry used in this d iscuss i on 

that have previously l isted in t he former chapter , 

Theoretical Background . T he next c hapter t a l ks about t he 

histo ry o f  b l ack in Amer ican s o c i ety . The f ou r t h  c hapter 

c oncen trates on b i ographical s ketc h  of t he author of Nat tve 

Son and a lso s hort d iscuss ion about the novel ' s  

s ign i f ican ces . The c hapter o f  ana lys is muc h  proposes the 

wr i ter's analys is whi le i t  p icks up some quotat ions which 

l ater are elaborated . T ho se are emp loyed t o  make s o lut ions 

over the problems. T he last c hapter s ign i f ies the 

c on c lus i on of what t he who le analy s i s  talks about and even 

r ep resses express ion t hat bec kons the answer o f  the 
• 

problems . B ib l ograp hy organ izes t he l ist o f  reference from 

w h ic h the the wr i ter get data to. support t he ana lys i s . 
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CHAPTER II 

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 
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