
CHAPTER II 

THEORETI CAL F RAMEWORK 

II.1 RELA TED THEORIES 

Accord ing to Edmund W i l�on , the func tion o f  the l it e r ary 

c r i t i c  inc lud es not mer e ly the text o f  a work ,  o r  even a 

group o f  suc h  text , but the who le p atte rn o f  inf luence and 

c au sation , of ac t i on and r eact ion of p sycho log i c a l  and 

soc io l og i c a l  force s , of which the g iven work is t he center 

( Cr t t tcal  Approaches to L i ter�t t.tre .  1 98 1 : 336 ) 

Nat tve Son v iv i d ly p ictures t he du l l  cond i t ion. o f  

b l ac k  Ame r i c ans l iv ing under t h e  r esentfu l segr egat ion o f  

w h i t e  soc iety . Ac tual cond i t i on d ep i cted p a r t l y  for i ts 

s e t t ing that the author has been undergon e , this n ove l c an 

be .regarded as a ' represen tat ive o f  W r ight ' s struggle for 

b l ac ks' ex istenc es · . T hrough the character o f  B igge r  

T homas as the main character , Richard W r ight d eep ly exp oses 

a l l  b l acks ' wishes in order to be treated equa l ly and 

humanly . F o r  this r eason the u s e  of mimet ic theory as the 

maj o r  the o ry is su itab l e . By us ing this mimet ic , i t  means 

t hat the ana lysis promotes ext r in s ic appr o ac h . T he t he s i s  

analys is p r imar i ly centers o n  the c on f l ict of B igge r  Thomas . 
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who is soc i a l ly and psycho logical ly trapped . As t he 

imp l icat ions , the u se of soc i o log i c a l  approach as we l l  as 

pysc ho log i c a l  app roach as the suppo r t ing t heor ies are a l so 

requ i red . 

I I . 1  Mi meti c  theory 

Nat ive Son is a r e a l ist i c  portraits of the impover ished 

masses of u rban b lacks . T his statement can be true 

because t he c reat ion of Nat i ve Son itse l f  is mad e  when the 

r ac ia l  movement i s  in f l ame . S ome d etai l s  o f  Nat ive Son 

then are covered as mirrors of the actu a l  harsh c ond i t i on 

o f  b l acks under the white-ru led soc iety . Ric hard W r ight 

d ep icts some of r e a l ist ic descr ipsion of b lacks in order to 

per form the set t ing of the nove l . From these, the use o f  

m ime t i c  t heory i n  t h e  ana lysis of Nat ive Son is requ ired 

because i t  w i l l  he lp t he wr iter to see more c l early what 

Nat ive Son centers on . 

As stated that mimetic theory is probab ly the most 

in 

its 

p r im i t ive aest he t ic theory . It  consid ers a work o f  art 

var ious o f  its external re lat ion s ,  afford ing eaoh o f  

d u e  funct ion as one o f  t h e  ' causes· of t he work 

app l ied ( Abrams , 1953 : 8-10 ) .  Thus,  the mimetic theory 

resu l ts f lexib i l ity of the ana lysis of Nat ive Son. 
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Moreover , the use o f  this mime t i c  t heory w i l l  enab le the 

w r iter to cover up the soc i o l ogical and p sycho logical po int 

of v i ews of the n ove l . Accord ing to M . H .  Abrams in his The 

Hi rror and the La.mp (1953) : 

The mime t ic or ientat ion - t he exp lanat ion of ar t 
as e s s en t ia l ly an imitat ion o f  the aspects of 
the un iverse . 

( p , 8 ) 

I n  the book one of the nove l ent it l ed FE AR, Wr ight 

intent iona l ly goes it paral l e l  w i t h  b lac k s i tu at ion . 

Thr ough the characte r o f  B igger Thomas who l ives in 

m i serab l e  apartmen t ,  Wr ight descr ibed the narrow pat h and 

l im i ted chances b lacks have . Rat d e s c r ibed runn ing in the 

narrow c i r c l e in a frui t less attempt to avo id death because 

i t  can ' t  escape thr ough the baseboard ho le is  so c lo s e ly 

p ic tu r e  of b lac k cond i t ion . B igge r · s  exper ience s  of l ife 

b o t h  at home and at the larger commun i ty exp i r e  hop e l e s s  

-hope l e s s  o f  al l b lac ks . 

After Wor ld War I ove r , B lacks f ind themse lves ag�n 

segregated as s e c ond-c lass c i t izens . T h i s  s egregat ing is  

d one in a number of ways . On a p e r s onal leve l ,  b lacks are 

kept out of white ne ighborhood by v i o lence d irected at them 
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in the form o f  b e at ings , ston ing , and the bombing o f  t h e ir 

homes. W h ite home owners also form so-cal led n e ighborhood 

improvemen t assoc iat ions f o r  t he purpose o f  exc lud ing 

b lacks , and real estate agenc ies l ike that owned by M r . 

Da lton in Na t t ve Son deve lops restric t ive covenants and 

c on sp iracy that preven t  b l ac ks f rom ren t ing apartment and 

buy ing homes. in white s e c t ion s . W h ites rejec t  b l ac ks' 

part icipat ion s o c ia l ly and po l it ic a l ly anq economic a l ly as 

we l l ,  l ike W h ites make imposs1b l e  f o� B igger T homas to 

enter av iat ion schoo l .  

I I . 2  Psychol ogi cal approach 

T he study of l iterature is not l imited on the art is t ic 

value o f  it , bu t more cru c ially on its c apab il ity to cover 

other f ie ld of s c iences . The wr iter can s ay t hat the truth 

in l iteratu re is the truth of l ife . T he study of l iterature 

has corr e l at ion with ot her f ie ld s . the s c ope of 

psycho l og ic a l  u sed in this thes is analys is is r e s t r icted 

on ly to the study of types and laws o f  psycho logy p r esent 

in the l iterary work . Thu s , t he use -0f psycho logic a l  

approac h  c an d e r ive general con c lu s ion about B igger 

Thomas ' s  state of mind psycho logic a l ly whic h  has d r iven him 

to d o  c r imes. As in Nat tve Son . · B igger Thomas undergoes 
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pyscho logical con f l ict performed by h i s  d is appo intment 

toward soo i e ty . W hat he con fronts against white soc i ety i s  

a p syc ho l og ic a l  conf l ict s in c e  i t  deals w i t h  t h e  f e e l ing, 

and person a l i ty . 

I I . 2. 1  S igmund ' s  theory o f  id , ego and sup e r ego 

S igmund Freud states that t here are 3 zone s  c ompr i s e  human 

b e ing , those are i d, ego and superego. In the case of 

Nat lve Son. id and ego take a p ar t . Id is tota l ly submerged 

in the consc ious and its function is to fu l f i l  what i s  

cal led the pr imord i a l  l if e  pr in c ip le ( p l easu r e  p r inciple ) .  

T h i s  id as totally l ac k ing in the laws of l o�i c  s in c e  

mu tual ly· contrad ic to ry impu lses may exist s imu ltan eous ly 

w i t hou t can c e l l ing each other . Id knows no e t hics o r  

value s . I t  knows n o  good o r  evi l  and so on . S in c e  t he i d  i s  

both amoral and l aw l e s s , i t  d emands grat if.icat ion without 

regard for any r e l igious o r  legal ethics, s o c i a l  

c onven t ions o r  moral constraints . Ego ' s fun c t ion is t o  

govern the i d  and c h·anne l  the i d ·  s dr ives into s'o c i a l ly 

acceptab l e  ou t lets . I n  n o rmal stat e , ind ividua l  has a 

balance for both ( 19 8 0: 1 1 5 - 1 16 ) .  

I I . 2 . 2  Garret ' s  theory of mot ive 

Garret exposes t hat those ar i s e  mot ives , goal-d i r ected 

state of man. W hen s trong mo t ive i s  b l oc ked , conf l ict or 
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ind e c is ion d eve lops ( Htun.a.nis t ic Psychoto8)1. 1982:75 ) .  

I n  the case of B igger Thomas , h e  rece ives l ac k  o f  

human wor th , d ign ity , p r ide and respect . He  is n o t  treated 

equa l ly as white . Even they treat him less t han human 

b e ing , as a b e as t . He is a l ien from larger commun i ty ,  his 

iso lat ion within abstrac t  wal ls , h i s  loss of fre edom and 

his l egacy of despai r . B igger Thomas undergoes t he inva l id 

p sycho logical ord e r  s ince he l ives in inf e r i o r i ty and shame 

over.his who le l ife . T hr oughout Nat ive Son, his surround ing 

is used to remind him the powerfu l env i r onmental 

forces both ins id e  and ou t s id e  that all make him helpless . 

he also los e s  his free-wi l l  and chances to d o  t hings he 

w i she s . As he te l ls Gus , "  T hey d on ' t  let us do anything" . 

Suc h  oppor tun i t ie s  d o  not exist for b lack l ike him . B igger 

T homas t akes p sycho log i c a l  burden on hi� s in c e  his 

f r e e-wi l l  and des ire to stand equal ly are arrested and 

b l oc ked . T he wh ites d o  n o t  a l low him gett ing c hance as 

them . B igger Thomas neve r feels secure for his l ife . He 

f e e l s  l ike the rat c ornered with the whi t e  that are always 

r eady to k i l l  him j u s t  because he i s  a b lack n igger . He 

f e e l s  th• pain constraint . The id on him , in fac t is  bigger 

t han his ego state . W hat he wishes is  j u st k i l l ing the 

maj or i ty that has bu r i ed him into misery . He  knows n o  ethic 
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o r  moral oonoepts . I t  can b e  seen f r om the f e e l ing on h im 

after t he murder s . H e  never r egrets f o r  what he has don e , 

even he s t i l l  ins ists to r ej e c t  the Chr ist i an be l ie f . 

Paradoxical ly, he f e e l s  the queer of power exist on him . 

I I . 3  Soci ol ogical approach 

Nat ive Son exposes the soc i a l  prob lem of b lack m in o r ity in 

whi te-ru l ed commun ity . White maj o r i ty iso lates b lack ghe t to 

by p e r forming soc ial , po l i t ic ai and econom i c a l  bar r iers . 

W h i te ' s  l aw c r e ates s o c i a l  strat i f icat ion in which 

power , wealth are d istr ibu ted unequ a l ly among the 

membe r  of d i fferent social statu s . T he s t atus o f  

b lack minor ity is cer tain ly l ower than white . W h i t e  

p e r forms social  oppress i on t oward minor i ty . The 

r e lation ship among t hem is cover ed up with 

p r e j ud ice . W hites in short do not le� b lack take a part in 

social l if e . The bar r i e r  against minor ity l e ad s  to 

inj ust ice and then inj ustice d istorts p e rsonal ity of the 

c haracter . W h i t e  soc iety never l e t  h im b ecome the member- of 

the commun ity . Even J im Crows law to p revent commun ity from 

go ing mixture with b l ac k  race makes the s i tu at ion sett ing 

worse . W h i t e s  segregate b l acks in such d istorted ways and 

_ _ p lung them in to d espair and pain . Socio logy teaches t hat 
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the social  pressure w i l l  ar ise the f low of protest and 

act ion . As in Nat ive Son , B igge r  T homas can no l onger ho ld 

the pain and he str ikes ou t aga inst the oppressors . Then he 

rebels against social  law . And his rebe l takes form in 

v i o l ence and Qr ime . 

M ar t in Lu ther King , Jr.( 1980 ) said : 

W e ' re throgh w i th token ism and gradua l ly and see-how 
far you ' ve c ome ism . We ' re through with 
we ' ve-done-more-for -you r p e op le-t han - anyon e - e lse ism . 
W e  c an ' t  wait any longer . Now it is  the t ime . 

· (?oc toio8y Fuii Ctrc te.p.239 ) 

S in c e  this nove l also deals with the soc ial prob lem. of 

B igger Thomas as the member of m i n o r i ty, t he s o c i ological 

appoach is app l ied . I t  is  hoped to understand the way 

B igger Thomas takes from the soc i o l ogical p o int o f  v i ew . 

As B igger Thomas in Nat ive Son, he k i l ls Mary Dalton 

for he no longer afford his m isery . And h i s  cr ime on her i s  

to compensate his anger . A l s o  h i s  brutal deed o n  h e r  w i l l  

beckon his victory against white s o c i a l  c aste . 
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11.2 RELA TED STUDIES O F  OTHER WORKS 

ABOUT NATIVE SON 

Before wr i t ing this thes i s ,  t he wr iter abs o lute ly 

realizes that she i s  not t he on ly one who analyzes Na t t ve 

Son. From i t s  pub l icat ion up to the presen t .  Nat tue Son has 

sparked a vigorous c r i t ical debate invo lving a w id e  var i e ty 

o f  c r i t ic s  who have approached the n ove l f r om many 

reveal ing persp e c t ives . 

Henry Sad e l , for instance wr i t ing for 

Book-of-the-Honth-C t ub Ne�s b o ld ly asserted that Nat tue Son 

was the f inest nove l wr itten by an Ame r ic an negro, a book 

was so deep ly grounded in b laok Ame r ican exper ience that 

on ly negro oould have wr itten it ( February 1 940 ) . E ldr idge 

Cleaver s harp ly c r i t ized wr iters l i ke Baldwin for ignor ing 

the soc io logy of b lac k exp e r i ence and praised Wr ight for 

the depth o f  his s9c i a l  and p o l it ical v i s i ons• W r ight ' s  

pQl it ical commi tments to marxi sm and b lac k n at i on a l i sm were 

v i ewed by Cleaver as art is t i c  advantages , for t hey enab l ed 

him to env i s ion more ful ly the cond i t i on of 

twent ieth-century b lack peop l e . Accord ingly , B igge r  T homas 
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becomes someon e very d ifferen t  from the p at ho logical 

mon ster Baldwin saw ;  on the contrary , he i s  regard ed as the 

b l ack reb e l  of the ghetto and ' a  man · . 

But many reviewers are equ a l ly vigorou s  in the i r  

condemnat i on of the boo k . One d ay aft e r  its pub l iqat ion , 

H oward Mumford J on e s  strongly attacked N�t tve Son on 

aesthetic ground s , d e s c r ib ing its p lot as me lod r amat ic and 

its themes as du l l  propaganda ( Bos ton Eveni na Transcri pt , 2 

March 1940 ) .  A number of other reviewers fau lted the book 

for a lack of realism ,  c laiming that its v i s i on o f  Amer ican 

l ife was overdrawn and un fair . J ames Baldwin put the case 

against R i c hard W r ight . H e  c la imed that B igger Thomas was a 

monster created bY the Ame r ican repub l ic and a soc i al 

symb o l  reve latory of s o c i a l  d isease rather than a fu l ly 

d eve loped , r e l i s t i c  character who oou ld ad equate ly reflect 

the r i c hness of Afro-Amer ican exper ience . 

Nat ive Son has a un ique qual ity because i t  br ings a 

fresh perspective on b l ac k  l if e  in America . B igger 

its o harac ter i s  a real ist ic portrayal of 

Thomas , 

hero ' s  

emanc ipatory strugg l e s  against a soc iety intent on crushing 

him . Richard Wr ight v iv id ly descr ibes the real p icture of 

bl ack Amer ican ii f e  und e r  the d om inat i on of white soc i a l  

caste . The cond i t i on of B igger Thomas is an embod iment o f  
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all blacks ' cond i t i on . B lacks ' l ife that are c har acter i zed 

by pain , m isery as s hown obv i ou s l y  in Nat tve Son. T he 

wr iter see s a pecu l iar v i t a l ity in this nove l . I t  has 

inqu i red the p os i t i on of b l acks in Amer ican sooie ty . I t  

a lso has shocked the read e r s  on a new awareness o f  Amer ican 

publ ic who treated b l aoks less human ly . 
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CHAPTER III 

HISTORICAL TRAIT 
OF BLACK AMERICAN 
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