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SYNOPS I S  

B igger T homas , a 20-year-old emb ittered young n egro l ives 

in squalor in a s ing le room with his mother , brother and 

s ister in C hicago ' s Sou t h  s id e . H is home i s  not r e a l ly a 

home . H is f am i ly gets more heat f rom the sun t�an from t he 

heater l ike whites' . The ghetto where he l ives is  a wor ld 

of b leakness , and of poverty surrounded by the white wor ld 

where food , money , comfort and p r ivacy are well-provided. 

At home , he oft en con fronts against his mom who commands 

him not to go around with his sans . She wants him to s t ay 

out of troub l e  and b e  a good boy� 

T hat morn ing , he is  start led w i t h  

screaming o f  his mother t hat s ign s t o  the 

huge rat in the room . B igger . bruta l ly 

chases and k i l ls i t  by crus.hing i t s  head . 

the hyst e r i c al 

presence of a 

and hysterical ly 

W h i le hanging around w i t h  Gus ( hi s  f riend), his 

cur iou s i ty is gene rated to see a weaving mot ion in t he s ky . 

A p l ane i s  wr i t ing h igh up in the a i r . W hen he r emarks h i s  

c ap ab i l ity t o  f ly t h e  p lane i f  h e  has a chance , i t  evokes a 

l aughter from Gus . Gus r eminds B igge r  T homas of h i s  b lack 

comp l ex ion w i l l  ignore his wish ..  B igger Thomas is painfu l ly 

( x i ) 
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aware of his s t atus in a white man ' s  wor ld . T he white wor ld 

wil l not let him become ' a  man· . 

H aving to face the shame of a lways b eing an outsid e r  

in a white-ru led society , h e  entertains the ide a  o f  robbing 

B lum ' s  stor e  ( a  whit e-own ed grocery) . But he knows he · can 

never rob a white man b e c ause it wil l b e  a violation of the 

u ltimate taboo and he is not ready to accept the 

con s equence . He is too soared to c arry out the plan . To 

hide his own fee lings of s hame , fear and inadequacy , he 

f ights with Gus and nearly kil l s  him . One of the ways 

·Bigger escapes f rom shame and . f e ar is by going to the 

movies wher e  he can sit and dream at the g l amour of his 

oppressor ' s  wor ld . But at the movies, he sees something 

e ls e . Through t he movi e  he . knows a communist as a 

v i l lain , wild , crazy bomb thrower .  

T hrough Home Relie f , Bigger T homas gets a job with Mr . 

Dalton ,  a wealthy realtor . Before entering a white' s wor ld, 

he takes his weapon with him . T hos� wil l  function to lift 

his uneasin ess and f ear out .  As he nears t he Dalton, he 

becomes more aware of the laws and customs that separate 

h im because of h i s  s kin color . W hen he first mee t s  Mary and 

be asked whether he be longs to the· Union or not, he t akes 

prej udice on her . A l t hough we l l-intentioned , H r . Dalton and 

( xi i )  
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his daughter Kary , have an inad equate understand ing of 

B igge r  and s how the i r  f r i end l in e s s  to him in a n eurot i c  

soc ial serv ice f as hion . 

Be ing a chau f f eur of Mary Dalton br ings him to be 

acqua in ted with J an E r lon e , a member of Commun i s t  party and 

M ary's boyfr iend as we l l .  With J an, B igger fee ls t he same 

of fear. He is  overwhe lmed w i t h  pan ic when Jan s hakes h i s  

hand and holds his shou ld er, eating i n  the same restaurant 

and s i t t ing in the same t ab le w i t h  whites are soc i a l  form 

which are a l ien f rom him . In B igge r ' s  code , a white man 

does not r ea l ly accept a b l ack· man as an· equa l . Jan and 

M ary do not be long to white wor ld , nor he to t he ir . T hey 

be long to the system which func t ion s  to restr ict b l acks 

f rom soc i a l i z ing w it h  whites . He can accept a white man as 

a f r i end . H e  a l so prej ud ices them due to the i r  con c e rn 

about b lacks l ife . D azed by the soft heat of rum, he r id e s  

her . Ta�ing t h e  d runk M ary to her room, h e  i s  t e r r i f i ed 

w i t h  the appearanc e  of H r s . Dalton . H is b iological u rge to 

compensate his sexu a l  pass ion is d isplac ed by his f e ar . H e  

pushes the pil low hard over her f a c e  to prevent her 

scream ing and it causes her deat h . 

B igge r  must protect h imse l f . But he is  unab l e  to 

r espond a� a norma l human be ing . H e  k i l ls her because he is  

( x i i i ) 
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afraid of be ing d is cover ed in the room of white . gi r l. 

T ied in a knot of impu lse, B igge r  struggles to ·become 

awake and to faoe the real ity of what he has don e . I t  makes 

him fee l a wholene s s  and comp l e teness as a l iv ing being. H e  

becomes a very sharp person who c an man ipu late t h e  white 

d e t e c t ive and arr ange to s t ir pol ice's invest i gat ion toward 

J an . H is idea of r ansom money b rings him to col laborate 

w i t h  Bess i e . 

When the case of M ary D a l ton is d isc losed, he runs 

away . W it hou t a r e a l  mot ive except that he mus t  save h i s  

own l if e , h e  ki l l s  Bess ie . He s hou ld k i l l  h e r  because s h e  
. 

knows a lot about his c r ime and his murde r  of B e s s i e  i s  to 

keep her from talking . He then beg in s  h i s  f l ig ht . H is 

f l ight over the roofs of b l ac ks' houses i s  t e rrifying. The 

pol ice s hou ld mob i l ize over hundreds person to c at c h  him. 

I t  r e su l t s  a pr id e  aris ing on him . Thfough a long term of 

the hunt ing , B igger T homas i s  f in a l l y  ca_ptur ed and 

imp r isoned into h i s  con fined ghetto, pr ison. 

In j ai l , he rej ects Rever end H armond , h i s  mother's 

b lack preac he r . H is anger is a lso c ha l lenged when his 

mother asks the D a lton s ' mercy for h i s  l ife. Having a 

d if ferent v i s ion , J an tr i e s  hard to comprehend B igger's 

d e ed. T hough he f inds out t hat B igge r  has doub l e-cross ed 

( x iv) 
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him, he f e e l s  no anger to h im . H e  insists Bigger to accept 

his fr iend s hip and introduces his oommunis t friend, Kr . Max 

to defend him in the cou r t . 

Bigge r  Thomas f i rst does not care about his life and 

not worry about h i s  death . In  t he court , state presents 

Bess ie�s d e ad-body to c harge him doing the s ame c rime on 

Mary Dalton . The S tate and pub l ic d e ad ly Judge and condemn 

him before h is t r i a l . 

BiggerlThomas does not regret for what he 

Bu t he fee l s  pa in after f ind ing out that his 

has don e . 

d e ath and 

act ion have no pecu l iar mean ing , I n· the end of h i s  life, he 

r e a l �zes that he never becomes a part of society . W hite 

wor ld with its l aw and customs a lways keeps him as an 

outside� . At last , he faces his death in the e lectr i c  

c ha i r . 

( xv )  
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