
CHAPTER IV 

A N A L YS I S 

T he story o f  Nat ive Son is d iv ided into t hr e e  books in 

which e ach is l abe l led w i t h  d if fe r ent subt i t l e . Those t hr e e  

p ar ts obv ious ly con s t itute the s tep of p lo t  const ruct i on i n  

which , each represents B igger T homas ' s  p sycho l ogical 

d eve l opment . 

The f irst book under the ·head ing o f  FEAR centers on 

B igger T homas ' s  psycho log ical state before the murde r  of 

Mary D a l ton . In t h i s  s t ep , the n ove l descr ibes t he inner 

fee l ing o f  B igger T homas who consumes t he powe r fu l effect 

o f  white env i r onment a l  p r essure . He  is  f i l l ed w i t h  t he 

fee l ing of shame and hatred as we l l  t owards the white 

wor ld . He  is ashamed because of his inf e r i or ity . And he 

also f e e l s  hat r ed t owards t he white because t hey n ever let 

h im bec ome a part of soc iety . W h i t e ' s  l aw with the p o l icy 

of J im Crow ' s c o l o r - l ine keeps B igger T homas and his raoe 

as the ou ts iders . The unfair s o c i a l  tre atment has created 

the doub l e  stand ard o f  l aw that induces him into the loss 

o f  freed om and the legacy of d e spair . B e ing a b lack ,  B igge r  
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Thomas is not p e r mi tted to express his free-w i l i f r e e ly as 

a white . H is r ights and free-w i l l  are bound and arr e s t ed . 

Be ing a b lac k and min o r i ty ,  he loses p r id e  and d ign i ty t hat 

beckon his man hood . W hi t e  segregation and d iscr iminat iQn 

which p l ay important r o l t  in the s o c iety has kept B igger ' s  

rac e  ou t o f  pub l ic ,  s o c i a l  as we l l  as economic l i fe . B lac k 

race are not g iven any c hance to p l ay a respon s i b l e  r o l e  in 

the vital processes of the nat ion ' s  l ife . B igge r  T homas 

real izes that b lack minor i ty ts r e legated to second c l as s  

c it izen s h ip . And his s t r ongest fee l in� is his f e ar o f  t he 

overpower ing white ' s  l aw which is a lways ready t o  ' ki l l ' 

him wi thou t any r eason due to his b l ack comp lexion . The 

d ouble s t andard of white ' s  l aw t akes n o  attent i on to a 

white man who ki l ls a b l ack . Convers e ly ,  a b lack who 

s t r ikes at a white man w i l l  rece ive t he severest 

pun ishment . 

The second book under the subt i t l e  o f  FLIGHT conveys 

the pyscho logical · state of B igge r  Thomas after the murde r  

o f  Mary Da lton . I n i t iated w i t h  the murder Qf Mary D a lton 

who is acc identaly ki l led , B igger Thomas undergoes t he 

enormous p hange in his persona l i ty .  Actu a l ly the k i l l ing o f  

Kary D a l ton is mer e ly to prevent �e r from scream ing that 

w i l l  d i rect Hrs . Oalton ' s  susp ic ion- on his presence in 
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Mary Dalton ' s  r o om . This murde; i s  aotual ly d one without 

real mot ive except he is  in a pan io . But Mary ' s  murde r  has 

brought a s ense of who leness to him . He is  mor e  a l ive t han 

before . He accepts the fact of h i s  comm i t ing murder on M ary 

Dal ton because it w i l l  ident ify his manhood . . 

T he n ext s ign i f i c an t  event is the murder of Bess i e . 

She knows a lot about his cr ime and ki l l ing her i s  to keep 

her from talking . He p r ev i ous ly r apes her before s tr ik ing 

her head with a b r ick and t hr ows her b ody out the w indow . 

I t  is  done in fu l l  consc ious stat e . I t  is  h i s  l if e  against 

hers and he is  comp l e t e ly aware. w hy he has to k i l l  her . He 

k i l ls her to save h i s  l ife . Yet , this aot of murder is mor e  

a reflect ion of h i s  free-wi l l . T hese two murders p r ove one 

thing that is , B igger c an be ' a  man · for h ims e lf . T hese two 

murd ers are the most mean ingfu l t h ings that have ever 

happened to h im L I f  he is  previou s ly challenged by t he 

fee l ing o f  inf e r ior , en ter ing Book Two he fee l s  a who leness 

and comp l eteness as a l iving be ing . If he becomes no man in 

the f irst book , he is  an existen t i al man at last . By 

mu rder ing a w hite he i ress and Bess i e , he performs h i s  own 

wor ld , separated f r om both b l ac k  and white wor ld s  at once . 

H e  becomes an a l ien from h i s  own wor ld . He has t r an s l ated 

h i s  anger into a k ind of soc i al prqte�t by brutal act i on s ; 
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bu t a l l  the brutal act ions integrate with his s e l f -defense . 

Also the s e  express of anger has protected him from the 

enemy . At the end of this boo k ,  he is arrested and put int o  

j a i l . 

Book Three ent it l ed FATE exposes t he consequenc·e o f  

h i s  k i l l ing M ary Dalton . B igger T homas has · lost h i s  

fee l ings of fear and hatred s ince those t hings are 

mean ing less to him . He accepts the respon s ib i l ity and t he 

moral gu i l t  for murder ing human be ings because those make 

h im fee l free ·for t he f �rst t ime in his l ife . He is p le ased 

of hav ing k i l led Mary D a lton , a d eed done as a symb o l  of 

breaking white n o rm but his p le asur e is  unde r cu t  by the 

fact t hat the mu rder w i l l  lead h im d i re c t ly to his death in 

the e le c t r i c  c ha i r . 

I n  j ai l , B igger T homas f inds his own s e lf . He  f irst 

cares none abou th death because he thinks and be l ieves t hat 

it w i l l  become the gen e s i s  of his suffer ings . I t  forms t he 

bas i s  of n ew hope that fun c t ions as p r id e  and d ign i ty .  He 

r ej ects the presence of Reverend Harmond s ince his p r e ac h  

w i l l  make h im fee l remorse fu l .  H e  fears and hates the 

preacher �ecause his vo ice w i l l  b ound his im�u l s e  of be ing 

s t r ong , He is also par a l l ed with s hame to f ind h i s  mother 

asking for H r s . Dalton ' s  forgiveness and me rcy for his 
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safe . These w i l l  r edeem h i s  se l f hood . 

I n  j ai l ,  h i s  hav ing k i l l ed Mary D a lton i s  paral led 

w ith the many more unso lved c r imes of whites · rap ings . 

Dea l ing w i t h  the case of Mary Dal ton , he faoes the c harge 

of rap ing her . W h i te ' s  l aw a lways determines that every 

case of a white woman and a b lac k man s hou ld be c onnected 

with r ape . H is anger i s  qu i ckly c ha l lenged when the p o l ic e  

presents Bess i e ' s  l ife less body t o  accuse h i m  for r ap ing 

and k i l l ing Mary Dalton . W h it es d isplay Bessie ' s  dead-body 

to s t i r  pub l ic ' s  hatred towards him . Bess ie ' s  �ody is used 

as a weapon to accuse h im for k i l l ing K ary D a lton . White 

pub l ic strongly c ondemn and j udge his gui lty before the 

court . Even t hough he has k i l led a b l ac k  g i r l  and a white 

g i r l , he sure ly knows t hat he w i l l  be pun ished on ly for the 

death of M ary D a l ton , the white he i ress . H e  also realizes 

t hat h i s  c r ime on Bess i e  i s  a mere evidence t o · hint his 

k i l l ing on Mary D a lton . H e  knows that p o l i c e  does n o t  oare 

abou t Bess i e ' s  be ing k i l led . H e  on c e  hears that the whites 

w i l l  be p leased to f ind out a b lack who k i l ls o t he r  b lacks . 

By g iv ing a severe pun i shment to h im i s  intended to s how 

the over�ower ing white ' s  l aw - law s hown by Buck l ey ' s 

c ampaign p o ster . C lo s ing to his deat h ,  he bec omes help l ess . 

H e  does not wan t to d ie becau s e  he i s  cur ious t o  know the 
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mean ing of his rebe l . But he t hinks t hat it i s  too l at e  

n ow . H e  w i l l  d i e  soon and h e  is  st i l l  an ou ts ider of t he 

wor ld . At the end , he s hou ld take a con s equenc e  of h i s  

c r ime in t h e  e l ec t r ic c ha i r . B igge r  Thomas has c reated a 

new hope for hims e l f  bu t he has to d i e  for i t . 

Nat ive Son i s  a n ove l o f  B igge r  Thomas ' s  psycho l og ic a l  

c on f l i c t  to obtain the l eve l of autonomy and equa l ity as a 

l iv ing be ing . 

SETTING 

T he Sett ing in the f iot ion is the p lace where the events 

occur and the t ime or age of t he act i on . But more t han 

that , the sett ing estab l i s hes the atmosphere which he lps to 

c r eate the mood ( Seque l , 1980 : 68 ) . 

Nat i ve Son ' s sett ing centers on the s lum area of 

Chicago at the t ime when r ac i a l ism is in f lame . T he 

events of the story does not s e t t l e  in a c e rtain p lace but 

move f r om one p lace to the others . 

Throughout the who l e  story , Nat ive Son' s s e t t ing bu i ld 

up the image of ·white d iscr iminat i on and segregation . A  

dump , na�row and c lose t - l ike apartment refers to the white 

entrapment towards B igge r  Thomas ' s  l ife . 

Whi l e  the use of atmosp here is c lose ly r e l ated with 
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the cond i t ion of B igger Thomas . The use of. atmosphere 

s ign if ies a warn ing for h i s  existence -th ings t hat c ome and 

endanger h i s  l ife soon . 

L ike he f ir s t  c omes to t he D alton s , t he d angerou s  omen · 

c lose ly f o l l ows h im 

A l l  day l ong it had b e en spr ing l i ke ;  bu t now dark 
c louds were s low ly swa l lowed t he sun . A l l  at once 
the str e e t  lamps came on and t he s ky was b lack and 
c lose to t he house -tops . 

( N S ,  p .  44 ) 

From those quoted l in e s  above , I c an see t hat B igger 

T homas ' s  l ife is  paral l ed w i t h  the sky s lowly swal lowed by 

the dark c loud s . Enter ing the D a l tons , h i s  l if e  is s hadowed 

by dangerous omen . 

PLOT 

P lo t  is  t he sequ ence o f  inc id en t s  or even t s  of w h i c h  a 

sto ry is c omposed . I t  may inc lude wha� a c haracter s ays or 

t h inks , as we l l  as what he does . Bu t it l e aves out 

descr ip t ion and analy s i s  and c oncen tr ates ordinar i ly on 

maj or happen ing ( Lawrence P e r r in , 1070 : 43 )  

Nat iue �on is c omp lex in i t s  l engt h . D e s c r ipt i on of 

turbu lent· events that great ly inf luence to B ig�e r  T homas 

are crowd ed . 
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T o  ease the readers to grasp the unders tand ing of the p l o t  

structure , t h e  wr iter l ist t h e  story act ions 

c hrono logic a l l y . Beside s , i t  w i l l  avo id the read e r s  t o  get 

bored . 

The tabl e of story• s acti on 

Book Sett ing Act ion Conf l ict 

I B igge r  T homas ' s  B igger · T homas k i l ls B igge r  T homas 

FEAR apartment a huge rat vs . 

at 372 1 Ind i ana the n ature 

Avenue 

Pub l ic street 

Poo lroom 

At the mov ie 

B igger T homas sees 

a f ly ing p l ane 

B igger T homas hits 

Gus 

B igger Thomas 

vs . 

white ' s  l aw 

B igger Thomas 

vs . 

Gus 

B igger sees white ' s  B igge r  Thomas 

d is c r iminat i on we l l- vs . 
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the poo lroom 

t he D a ltons 

house 

4605 Drexe l 

Bou l evard 

Ern ie ' s  

Kitchen 

S hac k 

Mary ' s  bed

room 

I I  the Oalton s · 

FLIGHT house 

s hown by movies · 

p i c ture 

white ' s  law 

4 6  

B igger near ly k i l ls B igge r  T homas 

Gus 

Kary Dalton asks 

B igger !l' homas 

whether he be longs 

to Un ion or not 

K ary and J an as ks 

B igger to s i t  and 

eat w i t h  them in 

t he same t ab l e  

B igger T hoinas 

k i l ls M ary 

t he mu rder o f  

Mary Dalton i s  

vs . 

Gus 

e 1gge r  Thomas 

vs . 

Mary Dalton 

B igger T homas 

vs . 

Jan & Kary 

B igger Thomas 

vs . 

Mary Dalton 

B igger Thomas 

vs . 
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B ou l evard 

the empty 

apartmen t 

the empty 

apartmen t  

I I I  P o l i c e  Sta-

FATE t ion 

Po l i c e  Sta

t ion 

In t he court 

d isc losed 

B igger Thomas 

k i l ls Bessie 

B igger sees a crowd 

of b lac k men and wo

men s ing ing and c lap

p ing hSJtds in the 

church 

Mrs . T homas ask!;! 

for the D a l t ons ' 

mercy for h i s  l if e  

Buc k l ey forces him 

to c onfess other 

c r imes he n ever 

commits 

4 7  

t h e  D aiton & 

whi t e ' s  law 

B igger Thomas 

vs . B e s s i e  

B igge r  Thomas 

vs . 

h ims e l f  

B igger T homas 

vs . 

M r s . T homas 

B igger Thomas 

vs . 

Buc k l ey 

State offers Bess ie ' s  B igger T homas 

dead-body to p r ove his vs . 
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Cook Country 

J a i l 

cr ime on M ary Dalton white ' s  l aw 

Bigger Thomas throws · B igger T homas 

h i s  cross away vs . 

hims e l f  

4 8  

The step of exposit ion centers o n  the in it i a l  scene which 

d ep icts the T homas fam i ly a� trapped by env ironmental 

forces threaten ing to reduc e  t hem to the status of an imal 

- l ike a cornered beast is concentrated to bec ome a center 

o f  the expos it ion . All maj o r  scenes are then r ad iated f r om 

this in i t i a l  scene . The powerfu l e f fect of environment is 

strongly stressed in this scene wrought image o f  

en trapment . L iv ing i n  a dump , rat- infested apartment and 

the narrow- c irc le in which the rat runs before be ing k i l l ed 

are reve a l ing white ' s  entrapment . F rom this scen e , the p lot 

moves into the c on f l ict of the story . 

Con f l ic t  in the f ic t ion p lay the most importan t  r o l e . 

In  c onnect ion with this , Seque l states that on the s imp lest 

leve l ,  p lot may be on ly a sequence of act i on t hat embod ies 

some sort of con f l ict (A Handbook for the Cri t icat Anatys i s  

of L i t erat ure , 1 9 8 0 : 63 ) . 
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Graham L i t t l e  adds in his Approach to L i t erat ure that 

c on f l i c t  is the essence of a l l  stor ies . The expos i t i on 

shou ld set up a s i tuat i on in whi c h  there is  c onf l ict and 

from which suspense arises . the conf l ic t  may be one of man 

aga inst nature , man against man , o r , in t he m ind o f  the 

chief c haracte r ,  man against h imse lf ( 1866 : 83 )  

T he f i� st scene is repeated � o  produce the more c omp lex 

c on f l ic t  in the c en t r a l  c haracte r . He sees the 

white determin ist i c  env i ronment which a lways offers t he 

unfair treatmen t to him . As he wanders aimless ly around the 

streets o f  ghetto , he real izes on the l imited c hances and 

c hoices he possesses to make up h i s  l ife . W h ite ' s  law has 

contro l led his l if e , body and sou l . Everywhere he goes he 

is rem ind ed of h i s  b l ac kness l iv ing in a white wor ld t hat 

d en ies h i s  free-w i l l  and he is madden ed . And if he rebe l s ,  

he wi l l  end up in j ai l  o r  worse as Buckley ' s  campaign 

poster warns -IF YOU BREAK THE LAW� YOU CA)r T WI N !  And 

l iv ing in a suc h  kind of desperate o ircumstances , he 

endures the legacy of despair and the loss of freed om . 

B igger T homas sees h imse l f  trapped and he is  enc ir c l ed 

w i t h  emo t i on s  he c an ' t  n e i t her und erstand nor contro l .  He 

lessens h is emo t i on s by hand l ing s ome brutal act i on s . 

In  the f i rst boo k ,  B igge r  � i l ls a huge r at that 
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threatens his fam i ly .  T he presen c e  of huge b lack rat l iving 

by eat ing the garbage and anything e lse i t  can get 

s ign i f i e s  the real p icture of B igge r  Thomas ' s  own cond i t i on 

unde r  the hars h  s o c iety . I t  runs along • the nar row c i rc l e '  

t o  escape from be ing k i l led by B igger T homas . I ts path then 

i s  b locked wi thin the abstract wal ls o f  the apartment . This 

desc r ipt ion is regard ed as a m i rror o f  the l im i t ed chances 

and opportun it i e s  -narrow c i r c le B igger Thomas has in 

carrying out h i s  l ife . L i ke .the rat , B igger Thomas is 

trapped and cornered w i t h in t he abstract wa l l  created by 

the whites , the wal l that has hindered him to d evelop the 

person a l i ty . B igger Thomas and the r at are presented as 

c o rnered an imals that must lash out with ins t in c t ive acts 

of v i o l en c e  in an attempt to protect t hemse lve s . B igge r  

T homas ki l ls the rat brutal ly by pound ing and crushing the 

rat ' s  head . This brutal act i on i s  mer e ly to protect as 

we l l  as to lessen his tens i on of anger . And t he r at has 

s erved to l essen h i s  inten s e  of anger . L ike the r at which 

he k i l ls ,  B igge r  T homas i s  also a vind inct ive ; he enj oys 

bruta l i z ing others espec i a l ly those of h i s  own rac e , l i ke 

he does to Vera-his s i ster and Gus who are too weak to 

str i ke back at him . The way he scares his s iste� with the 

dead - rat is  j u s t  the ac t ion to hide and d ischarge his own 
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fear . 

W hen he says that he cou ld f ly a p l ane i f  he has a 

c hance , it  evokes laughter from Gus . But Gus agrees t hat 

. B igger can do if he were not a b lac k ,  if he has money , if 

the whites let him j o in in the avi ation schoo l o r  if God 

w i l l  g ive him wings then he can f ly a p l ane . On ly white can 

su r e ly f ly the p lane . Thinking o f  it , he fee ls a hot-hate 

toward wh ite . As he te l ls Gus 

I swear to God . I can '·t . I kn ow I oughtn • t think 

abou t it , bu t I can ' t  h e lp it . Every t ime I t hink 
about it I fee l l i ke s omebody ' s  poking ared -hot 
i r on d own my throat . Goddammit , l o o k !  We l ive here 
and they l ive there . We  b l ack and they white . T hey 
got things and we a in ' t .  T hey do t h ings and we · 
can ' t .  I t ' s j u s t  l ike l iv ing in j ai l . H a l f  the t ime 
I f e e l  l i ke I ' m on the out s id e  o f  the wor ld peeping 
in through a kno t - ho l e  in t he fence . . .  , "  ( NS ,  p . 23 )  

" Yoy kn ow where t he white f o l ks l ive? " 
" Yeah , " Gus said , p o i n t ing eastward . "  Over across 

the ' l ine ·  over there on Cottage grove Avenu e . "  
" N aw ;  they d on ' t , " B igge r  said . 
" What you mean ?" Gus asked , pu zz led . " Then , where 

do they l ive? "  
B igger d oub led h i s  f ist and stru c k  h i s  s o l ar 

p lexus . 
" Right d own here in my s tomac h , "  he said . 
Gus looked at B igger sear c h ingly , t hen away as 

though as hamed . 
" Yeah ; I know what you mean , "  he whisp ered . 
" Every t ime I t h in k  of · em ,  I f e e l  · em , " B igge r  

said . 

" Yeah ; and in your c hest and throat , too , " Gus said . 
" I t ' s l i ke f ire . "  
" And somet imes you c an ' t  hard ly breathe . . . .  " 

( NS , p .  24 ) 
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T he n ext s ign i f ican t  event is his near k i l l ing of Gus . 

B igger Thomas entertain s  to rob B lum · s store -wh ite owner . 

H i s  p lan br ings him to d ream something he w i l l  never d o ,, 

bu t he is  too soar ed to carry it out . H e  is  scared because 

he real izes the whites w i l l  p r ov id e  severe consequenc e  for 

it . H e  knows t hat the white p o l icemen w i l l  turn their heads 

to the b l ack ne ighborhood on ly when a b lac k man str ikes out 

at a white man . Even though B igger Thomas has asked Gus to 

be with him in the robbery , the f e ar that Gus w i l l  r e a l ly 

go mak� s  the mus c les o f  B igge r · s  stomach t ighten . H i s 

in tense of robbing a white • owned grocery store and his 

equ a l l y  intense f ear o f  reveal ing his anxi e t i es to his 

b l ack resu l t  in s t r iking out w i t h  an c ompensatory vio l en c e  

against Gus . H e  attempts to t r.ansmi t h i s  own f e a r  by 

t o r tu r ing Gus with a kn ife . As Gu s said , "  You say r · m 

soared . I t ' s  you who scared . You s c ared I ' m  go ing to s ay 

yes and you · 1 1  ·have to go through with the j ob . . .  " ( NS , 

p . 28 ) .  Gus is  r ight . I t  is B igger Thomas who is s oared . But 

he perce ives an u rgen t need to hide his growing and 

d eepen ing fee l ing Qf soared . H e  is c a l l ing at Gu s scared 

and 9oward so nobody ' l l see how soare4 he i s . W hen he 

p l aces the kn ife at Gus ' s  throat i t  is  h i s  way to c over up 

what he is  t rying to hid e ,  fear . After . having tough on Gus , 
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he fee ls tens ion of fear r e l axed . 

At the movi es , he sees white ' s  d is c r im inat i on l ive l y  

portrayed i n  the p ictures of � he mov ie . 

Two featu res wer e  adve r t ised ; one , ' The gay W oman was 
p ictured on the posters in the images of white men 
and white women l o l l ing on the beaches , sw imm ing and 
d anc ing in n isht-o lub ; t he other ' Trader H o rn ' , was 
shown on the poster in terms of b l ack men and b lack 
women danc ing again st a w i ld background . o f  b arbar ic 
j ungle . 

( N S ,  p .  32 ) 

At those , white sc hemat izes the luxur ious wor ld for t he ir 

own . On the contrary , b lacks are induced into ' barbar ic 

j ungle ' .  T hey are the real  descr ipt ions o f  soola l  

c ond it ion . And h e  f e e l s  a hot- hate . 

B igger Thomas fee l s  both angry and fear enter ing the 

white world - the Daltons ; a wor ld wh i c h  is so u t t e r ly 

d i fferent from h i s  own . Here , the writer s e esthat there is  

two sharp contrast between b l ack and white wor ld . He sees 

h i s  own apartment l i ke garbage dump in the wooden f loor . On 

the other hand , the Daltons ' house is a h igh , b lack , i ron 

p icket fence , fee l ing constr i cted ins id e . Ent e r ing the 

house , he fee ls l i ke walk ing over a rug so soft and so 
• 

d eep ( NS ,  p . 4 6 ) . He can fee l p r ide , a certainty and 

c on f iden c e  in its area . 

The story reaches the c l imax t hat is apparen t ly 
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ind icated with the murde r  of M ary Dalton by B igger T homas . 

A c l imax i s  a maj o r  c r i s is o r  turn ing p o int in the who l e  

act i on o f  a p lot . I t  is  a p o int at whioh the fatal step is 

taken , t he essen t ial d e c i s ion mad e  whioh resu lts in the 

ac t ion conc lud ing one way or the other ( L it t le 

Graham , 1 9 6 6 : 84 )  . . B igger Thomas previ ou s ly d etests her 

because of his prej ud ice that she w i l l  b low up his j ob in 

the Daltons . She asks him whether he b e l ongs to t he Un i on 

o r  not . H e r  quest ion confuses . him and he i s  maddened . H i s  

hatred i s  aga in chal lenged when she and Jan ask h i m  to eat 

w i t h  them in the same tab le . H e  takes prej ud ice on Mary and 

Jan ' s  c oncern abou t his l if e  and b lack race s ince his 

in tense o f  hatred toward white wor ld is c h� l l enged . T he ir 

p ropaganda of equal ity in Commun i s t  be l ief confuses him . H e  

hates Jan ho ld ing h i s  hand and s hou lder because it 

s ign i f i e s  white ' s  tremendous curb ing and grasp ing on his 

l ife . H is suf fer ing lead s  h is p rej ud i c e  toward both Jan and 

Mary Dal ton . In s ho r t , he hates them because of their white 

s k in . 

I n  Mary ' s bedroom , B igger Thomas commits a murder . I t  

is an aot o f  se ld-defen s e . H i s  com� i t ing a c r ime on Mary 

D a l ton is act ivated by h i s  fear to be c aught together with 

th� white he iress in the bedroom . He  sur e ly knows that 
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be ing toge ther w i t h  a white he iress in a room w i l l  sure ly 

d i r ects the white to accu se h im f o r  trying to rape her . And 

h i s  l i fe w i l l  end in the e l ec tr io cha i r . I t  i s  so because 

the wh i t e  law s t r i c t ly prohibits b l ac k  men f r om go ing in 

touch w i th white women . He knows that sex r e l at ionship 

between white and b lack i s  repu l s ive to most white men . 

Even though the mu rd er of Mary D a lton is acc idental , 

B igge r  Thomas t r i es to conv ince hims e l f  as M ary ' s  

mu rderer s ince it  w i l l  g ive hi.m a sense o f  fu l l  exc i tement 

and who l en ess . H e  grasps the fact that he has ac tu a l ly 

k i l led a whi te woman . W hen he f ir s t  t hinks that his k i l l ing 

i s  mot ivated by h i s  fear , n ow he c omes to the fact that h i s  

a c t  is real ly s t i rred by the mot ive t o  r eb e l  against the 

whites . W hen his free-f i l l  is b l ocked , it creates a mot i f . 

In  accord ance to this , Abraham Mas low s tates t hat a n e ed 

i s  an internal s tate o f  an organ ism invo lving a d e f i c i t  

such a s  lack of food , water , w h i c h  resu l t  i n  a motive o r  

d r ive , a goa l -d irected state . T h e  h ierarchy o f  

t h e  b a s i c  human need ' i s  psycho log i c a l  need , safety , 

possessiven ess , l ove , esteem ( ego need , the n eeds o f  

appr ova l o f  one s e l f  and others and se lf-actual izat ion 

n e eds ( Hwnanis t ic Psycho t oSY , 1982 : 1e2 ) . Garre t  then adds 

that those arou s ed mot ives is a goal-d irected state o f  a 
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man . W hen a strong mot ive is b l oc ked , conf l ic t  o r  

ind e c i s ion deve lops ( Hwn.ants t tc Psychoto8'Y , 1982 : 75 ) .  

I n  fac t ,  his act in murde r ing of Mary D a l ton i s  an 

embod iment of h i s  r evenge toward the unj ust ioe white 

treatmen t . And M ary Dalton has fun c t i on ed to s e t  off his 

ange r . W he reas his mu rder is  ins t in c t ive , his brutal 

v i o lence to cu t o f f  her head and to burn her c o rpse are 

u lt imat e ly consc ious aots . H e  cuts her head off and burn 

her d e ad body to e l iminate t hg evid en ce .  It is  the f ir s t  

t ime h e  fee ls his free-wi l l  b e  r e l e ased f r e e ly . He f e e l s  

that his d e ed has shed t h e  in• i s ib l e  burden h e  has long 

carr ied . B igge r  Thomas f inds out t hat v i o l en t  act ion that 

he has committed is ab l e  to give him a sense of be ing 

l iberat ed f rom the overpower ing inf luence of the white . N ow 

B igge r  T homas fee l s  a kind of e agerne s s , a conf iden c e , 

wholeness and a freedom . H i s  en t i r e  l ife is  con s t i tuted in 

a supreme and mean ingfu l ac t .  

The murd e r  of Mary Da lton con st itutes a supr eme act in 

h i s  en t i r e  l ife . Deal ing with his c r ime , B igger Thomas 

sure ly has a c e r t ain p r o tect i on . H e  dead ly knows that 

n o - one wil l  suspect him for t he c r ime . No-on e  w i l l  t h in k  

that h e  -b l ack n igge r  has k i l l ed a r ich white woman ; a 

daughte r  of on e of t he mo�t resp�oted �an . For B igge r , a l l  
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are b l ind because they d on ' t  expeot a b lack l ike h i m  d are 

to manage brutal action on white g i r l . B igger Thomas is not 

r e a l ly afraid any longer because he can hand le things as 

smart as whites d o . If v i o lence is previou s ly his on ly 

means to su rvive , the impor tan t  s t ep he has to do now is 

how to manage his aot i on . H e  must act natu r a l ly so n o-one 

wi l l  suspect h im . Natural act ing he undergoes w i l l  protect 

h i s  l if e . H e  must act with his f am i ly ,  with Dalton s , with 

p r ivate de tec t ive , and with the reporters . He is  tough when 

h i s  mom asks h i s  s trange behavi ou r . H i s  act ing now is his 

on ly chance of surviv.al . It  is  con s idered h i s  on ly mean s  

for survival . A l l  a r e  in oon s o i ousness . He . s hou ld �e 

carefu l with his an swer . H e  cou ld be carefu l with his 

act i ons whether i t  l ooks strange ly o r  unnatu r a l ly . as long 

as he acts natural ly , everyt hing w i l l  be alr ight . If  he 

d oes not act in natural way , he w i l l  b low up his l ife . Even 

he i s  n ever trapped by B r i tten ' s  inves t igat ion . H is a l i b i  

is  SQ we l l  p l aned t hat n o  on e w i l l  d irect susp i c i on to h im . 

his words are s o  rehearsed to s t i r inve s t igat i on toward 

J an . I t  se ems hard for whites to f ind that a b l ac k  can 

p lan and man ipu late the ransom note idea . I t  is  not easy 

for them to conce ive that t he id ea is born in the brain of 

Jan , a commun ist t h inker . B igger Thomas is so s harply to 
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think that white ' s  invest igat ion w i l l  not reach him . No one 

w i l l  be l i eve that he-on ly b l ack n igge r  can be s o  smart as 

whi tes . He feels conf ident now . H is idea of r ansom note 

b r ings h im to c o l l aborate with B e s s i e . W hen the murde r  of 

Mary Da lton i s  d is c l osed , he has to k i l l  her . S he knows a 

lot about the cr ime and the murde r  B ess i e  w i l l  keep her 

from talking . L i ke those prev i ous cr imes , B igge r  T homas 

a l s o  crushes on Bess i e ' s  head . T h i s  savage n igge r  always 

des troys his enem i e s · head s  s in c e  white people has s tunted 

his in t e l lectual and emo t i onal deve lopment , and he resp ond s 

in kind , destroy ing h is vict ims · brains , the poten t ia l  

source o f  such growth ( Eve lyn Gross Ave ry , 1979 : 20 ) . 

After commit ing a murder on Mary Dalton , B i gger T homas 

obv ious ly undergoes a cruo ial psyoho logioal deve lopment i n  

h i s  personal ity . T he murde r  o f  Kary Dalton br ings new p r id e  

and d ign ity f o r  him · as a human be ing . I t  i s  t h e  f i rst time 

he comp lete ly and f r e e ly express h i s  free-w i l l . H is 

free-w i l l  again is expressed free ly w i t h  the murde r  o f  

Bess i e . And those become t h e  most mean ingfu l and supreme 

acts in h i s  l i fe . 

B igge r  Thomas ' s  f l ight over the roofs of C h ioaso B l ack 

B e l t  is ter r i fy ing . B igger T homas perce ives his l ife 

valuab l e . T o  captured him , the au thor i t ie s  shou ld mob i l ize 
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over e ight thousands w h i t e  men to search f o r  him . there is  

a pr id e  awakened in B igge r  T homas · s  hear t . H is f l ight means 

an attemp t  to escape f rom white ' s  soc i e ty · and l aw .  That ' s  

why , he is  angry when he f inds out his mother ' s  asking for 

mercy t o  the D a l tons . H e  hates it  becau s e  i t  b ounds his 

f reedom from white ' s  bound 

In the p o l ice stat i on , Buc k l ey attempt s  to ind ict h im 

to many more unso lved cr imes . Buc kley a l s o  connects t he 

case with raping . I n  the cou r t; s t ate offers Bess i e ' s  d e ad 

body to p r ove his c r ime on M ary . H i s  hav ing r aped and 

k i l led B e s s i e  is u s ed t o  c harge him on r ap ing and murd e r ing 

M ary D a l ton . B r ought to t he j ai l ,  he t hrows his cross away . 

He rej ects i t  l i ke he r ej ects Chr ist ian b e l ief . H e  rej ects 

it  becau s e  it never he lps him to so lve his conf l ict . 

Fac ing to his t r i a l , B igge r  Thomas open ly makes a 

confess ion of his fee l ing toward s o c i a l  t r e atmen t . I t ' s  h i s  

d i sappo intment o n  w h i t e  � o c i a l  treatment t hat has gene r at ed 

him to hand le some brutal vio l en c e s . L i ke he t e l ls Mr . M ax 

H r . Max , a guy sets t i r ed o f  be ing t o ld what. he can 

d o  and can ' t  do . You get a l it t l e  j ob here and a 
l it t l e  j ob ther e . You shine shoes , �weep streets ; 
anyt hing . . .  You don ' t  make enough to l ive on . You · 
d on ' t  know when you go ing t o  set f ir ed . P r e tty soon 
you set so you c an ' t  hope f o r  nothing . You j us t  keep 
mov ing a l l  the t ime , d o ing what other f o lks say . You 
ain ' t  a man no mor e . you j ust work d ay in d ay out so 
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t he wor ld can ro l l  on and other peop l e  can l ive . You 
know , M r . M ax ,  I always think of white f o l ks . . .  " 

( NS , p . 326 ) 

" W e l l ,  they own everyt h ing . T hey c ho ke you off the 
f ac e  of the earth . T hey l ike God . .  T hey d on ' t  even 
l e t  you fee l what you want to f ee l .  They after you 
so hot and hard you can on ly fee l what they do ing t p  
you . They k i l l  you before you d ie .  I a in ' t  g o t  a 
c hance . I don ' t  know nothing . I ' m j ust a b lack and 
they make the l aws . 

( p . 327 ) 

H e  real izes that on ly a cr ime t hat can penetrate t he ' co ld '  

white wor ld . H e  then t r i e s  to j us t i fy h imse lf t o  manage 

act ion . H e  prefers to d ie in d ign ity t han to l ive in f e ar 

and s hame . H e  refuses to b e l i eve in the eternal l i f e  in t he 

hereafter . He rej ects t he tru t h  o f  t he chu r c h  s ince it  

promises n ot h ing f o r  h i s  l i fe . For him , happ iness can ' t  be 

obtain ed on ly through s ing ing and s hout ing and pray ing bu t 

act ions . As he states 

" I d idn ' t  l ike it . there was nothing in it . Aw , a l l 

they d id was s ing and s hout and p r ay a l l  the t ime . 
And it d idn ' t  get ' em nothing . . A l l  the c o l ored 
fo l ks d o  that , bu t it d on ' t  get ' em n o t h ing . The 
white f o l ks got everyht ings . "  

( �S , p .  329 ) 

H e  also accomodates h ims e l f  not to trust t he c hu r c h " s  

doc t r ine which states that the b i tterest l if� of human 

be ing in the wo r ld , the happ iest h i s  l i fe in the hereafter . 

In  Max · s asking qu e s t i ons he has f e l t  a r ecogn it ion of 
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his l ife , of his feel ings , of his person that he has n ever 

encountered before . He f e e l s  that the heavy burden on his 

shou lde r  has a l r e ady been l ifted out . F r om the talk o f  M ax ,  

he gain s the new sense of the value of h imse l f . He c an 

f e e l his p r id e  and d ign ity . Max asks his quest ion t hat 

nobody ever asked h im before . And he treats him l ike a man . 

And Max ' s defense on him g ives him pr ide ; 

B igger was not at the moment r e a l ly bothered about 
whether Max ' s  speech had saved his l ife or not . He 
was bung ing the p r oud thought that Max had made 
the sp eech all for him , to save his l i fe . It was 

not the mean ing of the speech that save him p r id e , 

but the mere act of it . 
( N S , p .  37 1 )  

B igger Thomas has und ergone a cru c i a l  step for his 

personal i ty and l i fe . B igger Thomas ' s  l if e  ends in the 

e l ectr ic c hair , bu t he ge ts pr ide and d ign ity f irst that 

refer to h i s  manhood . 

B igger Thomas is an embod iment Q f  a l l  oppressed 

p e op l e , e ither white or b lack . He is a real i s t ic 

descr ipt ion of a man who f ee l s  emot ional ten s i on , afraid , 

nervous , histe r i c a l  and res t J.ess to appr e hend t he 

dead locking l i fe in the B l ack-B e l t . H e  i s  a type o f  

pe rsonal ity who se exis tence ,  ignored rac ial and n at ion 

l ines of d emarcat i on ( H ow ' B igge r · was born : x ix ) . Why he 

revo lts then? 
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B igger Thomas l ives in a wo r ld whose a fundamental. 

truth of u l timate hereafter n o  l onger exists . W hen he is  

then c overed with misery and p a in , the way to escap e  is 

through sex and cr ime . He  th inks that murde r s  as much 

through the thirst for exc i tement . I t ' s his way o f  living 

As stated through H r . Max ' s speec h :  

This Negro boy ' s  en t ire att itu t e  toward l ife i s  a 
cr ime ! The hate and f e ar which we have insp ired 
in him , woven by ou r c iv i l i z at ion into the very 
structure of his coris o i ousness , into his b lo od 
and bon e s , in to the hour ly funct ion ing of his 
person a l i ty ,  have become the j us t if icat ion of h i s  
existenc e . 

( NS , p .  367 ) 

He is cyn ical to take the churc h · �  promise of eternal l ife . 

He  j u s t i f ies hims e l f  to the truth of his act i on s . 

B igger Thomas is a product of d i s located soc iety . t hat 

den ies his r ight to have d ign ity . He is  a v i c t im of 

inj ustice soc iety that t r i e s  hard to protect a pr ivate 

secu r i ty for the i r  custom . Fac ing his d eath in . the e lectric 

c hair , he  real izes that h i s  murderous d e f ian c e  has done him 

n o  good . And it makes him he lp less . I t  was a d ecept ive 

f r e edom he has ac hieved . He is as he lp less fac ing death as 

he has been in f ac ing l ife . The r e  is  n o  escape for his 

caged sp i r i t  in a soc i e ty which hates h im . 

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI BIGGER THOMAS'S REBELLION... NOVA EVIANA



6 3  

CHARACTER 

Characters are a bas ic e lemen t in much imaginat ive 

l it eratu r e ,  and therefore they mer i t  the con s id e r ab l e  

atten t i on paid t o  them . T he term c haracter gen e ra l ly refers 

to his who le natu r e  -his person a l i ty ,  h i s  att itute t oward 

l ife , h i s  sp ir itual qua l i ty ,  h i s  inte l l igence , even his 

p hys ical bu i ld , as we l l  as h i s  mora l  att r ibute . 

Regard ing the r o l e ' s importance , charac ters are 

d ivided in to two basic t e rms of main-minor characters . main 

character is on e of the main centers around whi c h  the story 

r e s o lve s . In the other hand , minor c haracter is  

par t ic ipat ing to support the main character . F o l l owing t o  

the ir comp l�xity , E . M .  Forster d iv id e s  characters into 

f l at-rou�d typ e s  of characters . F lat characters are those 

who are not changed by c ircumstan o e s  but they move through 

c i r cumstan c e s . W h i l e  round character b r ing smooth movemen t 

to the story ' s p lot ( Aspec t s  of the Noue t . 1954 : 67 ) . 

Throughout the who le · story , t h i s  character obv i ou s ly 

con sumes s ome s ign if ican t  c hanges . Deal ing w i th the i r  

fun c t i on to the story , character may a l s o  be d ist ingu ished 

into pro�agon ist-an tagon ist . P r otagon i s t  is always the 

focal point of the act i on of the story , t he character that 

the story is most obv ious ly about . He is usual ly in the 
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foref ront o f  the act ion and usu al ly has the most to say ,  

whether the read e r  l ikes or approve o f  h i m  or n o t . Yet� the 

· pro tason ist is not always t he winne r ,  nor do the r e aders 

necessar i ly wan t h im to  win . And the protason i s t  i s  the 

p e rson , thins or force t hat opposes the protagon ist . 

This thes is contr ibutes the analys is of characters of 

Nat i ve Son which r egard to those types d i scussed above . 

Before making the sketch o f  characters , I f ir s t ly p ropose 

to categor i ze tho s e  in acc o rdance with t he i r  type in a l ist 

o f  characters ' ro le . This w i l l  be he lpfu l to und e r stand the 

s ketch e as i ly .  

Tabl e of Charact ers ' Rol e 

N o . C harac t e r  Type Ro l e/Funct ion 

1 .  B igge r  T homas Maj or + Round P r otagon i st 

2 .  M r s . Thomas M inor + F l at An tagon ist 

3 .  Buddy M inor + F lat Protagon ist 

4 .  Vera M inor + F lat Antagon ist 

5 .  Hr . Dal ton Maj or + F lat Antagon ist 

6 .  M r s . Dalton M inor + F lat An tagon i s t  

7 .  Mary Dal ton Maj or ·+ F lat Antagon ist 

8 .  Bess ie M inor + F lat An tagon i s t  
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1 0 . 

1 1 . 

12 . 

Buc k l ey 

Br itten 

Jan 

Max 

Maj or + F lat 

M inor + F l at 

M inor + F lat 

Maj or + F lat 

Antagon ist 

An tagon ist 

Protagon ist 

Pro tagon ist 

6 5  

The descr ip t ion of characters d iscussed later are 

r e s t r i c ted to those who are c lass if i ed as maj or c haracters 

who great ly support to br ing the smooth movemen t of the 

story . 

Bigger Thomas is a maj or-round-protagon ist c haracter . 

H e  i s  a 20-year-o ld Ame r ic an n egro who c omes of a poor 

darky fami ly . He  i s  about f ive feet , n in e  inches t a l l and 

h i s  skin is exceed ingly b lac k . H is l ower j aw portrude s  

obn ox iou s ly . H is arms a r e  l ong , hanging i n  dang l ing fas h i on 

to his knees . H is shou ld er are huge and mascu lar . 

From the very beg inn ing of the story , what the r ead er 

mus t  pear in mind i s  that there are two B igger Thomas : an 

ou tward person soc i a l ly cond i t ioned by a inj u s t ice and 

de termin i s t i c  env i ronment - an env i r onment that govern s his 

body and sou l ;  an inward person psycho l ogical ly tries to 

s trugg le aga inst the intense pressu re of his envi ronment in 

order to obtain a degree of autonomy . 

L iv ing as minor ity , he fee l both ashamed and hatred 
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toward the whites . .  I t  i s  ashamed becau s e  of his 

b l ack . and it is hatred because the whites n ever let 

66 

be ing 

h im 

beoome a part o f  their wor ld . A l l  his l ife i s  

trapped within the abstract wal l  that is created 

oonf l iot 

by the 

whites . I t  is the wal l t hat has hindered him to d eve lop 

hims e l f/ h i s  person a l i ty . 

Hav ing no money , hav ing n o  chance to get a good 

B igger Thomas is f i l l ed with . f ear and hatred . 

f e e l ings are his on ly f e e l ings when he is faced with 

j ob ,  

These 

the 

white wor ld . As the resu lt ,  he is  covered with the fee l ing 

of in fer ior ity . Convers e ly,  he always envies the white 

wor ld f rom a d i stance , but when he has to face it , his envy 

i s  Qu ickly ove rwhe lmed by t he waves of fear . H e  c an ' t  d are 

to enter white wor ld by hims e l f . To enter white w o r ld 

a l on e , he has to br ing th ing t hat makes him fee l secu r e , 

make him equal w i t h  t hem . he n eeds t h ing to l i ft h i s  

uneas iness and d is t rust out , to make h i m  safer and to own a 

sense o f  c omp leteness l i ke he takes a gun when he enters 

the Daltons . B igger Thomas hates toward whites because he 

f e e ls that they always ru le him even when they are far away 

and not thinking of him , ru le h im by c ond i t i on ing him in 

his re lat ion to h i s  own peop l e  ( N S , p . 1 1 0 ) . 

H is suffer ing br ings him n o t  to be l i eve n e ither God 
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nor Chr ist i an be l i e f . F or him , t he con f e s s i on of t he God ' s  

exi sten c e  w i l l  tr i ck him in to a cheap surrend e r . And h i s  

be l ief in r e l ig ion mean s  h i s  acceptance of h i s  " dar k "  

faith . Before the murde r  o f  Mary D a lton , B igge r  T homas i s  

cu rbed chief ly b y  t he whites ' l aw that governs h i s  ent i r e  

l i fe men t a l ly and p hys ical ly .  W h i t e  has p r event ed him t o  

have a fee l ing of comp leteness and a who leness -a t hing 

that s igns his man hood . But after he murder of Mary D a lton , 

B igger T homas becomes · a  man ' for h ims e l f . He  i s  a nat ive 

son who is den i ed for his free-w i l l  and r ight . The v i o l en c e  

of Mary Dalton , in fact i s  a strugg le for t h e  ind ividua l  

iden t ity . 

W h i l e  the mu rder o f  Mary D a l ton s hows h i s  b e ing a 

human , and t he mu rder of Bess i e  is j u s t  h is survival 

mot i on . T he k i l l ing of Mary Dalton is the most mean ingfu l 

and sup reme act that has ever happened to h im and made his 

mu s c l e s  r e l axed . It is the fu l lest express i on of free ' wi l l . 

I n  h i s  way , he takes a cru c i a l  step toward s e lfhood . • I f 

B igger Thomas prev i ou s ly b ecomes n o  man , he is · a  man ' to 

h imse lf . T here i s  a new born strength on h im . These · two 

murders have real ly created a n ew real i ty of h i s  own wor ld 

t hat g ives a new e s teem for h imse lf . 

B igge r  T homas i s  r ea l ly a human . H e  i s  not a soc i a l  
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monster a s  Buckley said or a w i ld ape r e leased f r o m  a 

barbar ic j ungle as press c a l ls him . He i s  a v ic t im of 

d is located soc i a l  treatment . I t  is an envi r onmental 

pressure t hat force him to carry out h i s  v i o lence . 

H ary D a lton , f o r  B igge r  T homas , i s  an embod iment o f  

a l l  s o r t  w h i t e  peop l e  h e  wants to avoid . M ary Dalton i s  a 

d ifferent type of white person who con s iders b l ack as a 

human . She t r i es to ann ounce her f r i ends h ip to B igger 

T homas and treat h im k ind ly and human ly .  But her white s k in 

makes her an obj ect of h i s  prej ud i c e  that serves t o  set off 

h i s  emo t i on . Her b e auty symb o l izes the white ' s  social n o rm 

t hat B igge r  Thomas intends to break down . 

M r . Max i s  B igger T homas · s  l awyer and a member of 

Commun ist Un ion at once . Through the Commun i st ' s  b e l ief 

that reson ates to the equ a l ity in human r ight , M ax ' s  speech 

c r i t is i ze s  all mistreated and m i sgu ided to a l l minor i t ies . 

He so cyn i c a l ly assa i ls white sac r ed customs t hat keeps 

b l acks w i t h in the r ig id l im i t . H i s  invo lment to defend t he 

hero i s  connec ted w ith R i chard W r ight memb e r ship to 

Commun ist p arty . H e  is a spo keman of B igger T homas w ho s e  

du ty is �o de fend h im i n  t h e  t r i a l . 

Buc k l ey is a white and brutal p rosecut ing attorn ey . he 

con t inuos ly attempts to ind i c t  B igger T homas for r ap ing 
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Mary D a lton and other more unso lved cr imes . The case of 

B i gger Thomas i s  a keen chance to c ompe.te for the pos i t i on 

as the state attorney . Buckley i s  an embod iment of a l l  

white ' s  l aw that always tr i es t o  c o rner and keep b lacks as 

the outs iders . 

H r . D a l ton i s  Mary ' s  father and the owner of t he South 

S ide Rea l  es tate Company . H e  i s  a supporter o f  the n at i on a l  

Associat ion for the Advancemen t o f  Co lored Peop l e  who 

c ontr ibutes huge sums of mone� for b lack edu c at i on . Hr . 

Da lton is d ichotomy in act i on . Event hough he gives mi l l ions 

of d o l lars fund for negro educat i on , he on ly rents houses 

to n esro on ly in the prescr ibed area . H i s  agency refuses to 

rent hou ses to negroes if those hou ses are in t he other 

sect ions of the c i ty .  this p o l i cy is  app l ied to kep negroes 

cornered on the south s ide . H e  also c harges the neg�o 

fam i ly more rent for the same kind of houses t han he does 

to whites . L i ke the Thomas , Hrs . T homas has to  pay rent of 

e ight do l l ars per week for on e-unven t i l ated , rat- infested 

room where four p e op le l ive . 

B igger T homas cares none abou t his char i ty . L i ke him , 

H ax also states that the gen e r a l  cond i t ion of b lack people 

c an ' t  b e  a l l eviated by p ing-pong tab les . This cond it ion can 

on ly be improved if the f a i r  soc ial law let b l ac ks 
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part ic ipate in the nat i on ac t iv i t i e s , if white men share 

equal i ty in c iv i l r ight . In deepe� sense , he is an 

embod imen t o f  a l l  white c iv i l i zat i on whose duty i s  to make 

b lacks c o rn er ed at a d i s tance . 
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CHAPTER VI 

CONCLUSION 
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