
A BST R AC T  

Brought f rom Afr ic a  to Ame r i c a , b l ac ks are ass igned as 
s laves w ith wh ite as the i r  maste r s . For more than hundred 
years, b l acks are kept under the pain and m i s e ry. White 
d om inates and curbes b l acks ' l ives by t r ansmitt ing 
hos t i l ity and resen tmen t . Up to now ,  b l ac ks are kept under 
the un f a i r  treatment of white-ru l ed soc iety that r e l egate 
them as the second o l a�s of c i t i zenship . 

B igge r  T homas , the central c haracter of Nat t ve Son 
undergoes the inn e r  con f l ict due to his adop t ion to the 
d istorted treatment of his surrounding that more or l e s s  
has affected his personal ity .  H is b lack compl ex ion has 
con sumed the hars h  treatment of white soc i e ty. White ' s  
pol icy s t r i c t ly locates him aqd other b l acks out of pub l ic 
and n at ion act iv it ies . Whites d o  not con s ider blacks as a 
part of soc iety . T hose have revived B igger Thomas·s f e e l ing 
of hatred and j ea lousy as we l l  towards the whites . H is 
fee l ings t hen grows we l l  to become a motive for h i s  
r evenge . T hose have gen e r ated and actua l ized h i s  brutal 
ou t lets . . He mu rde r s  Mary Dalton , a white hei ress and 
Bess ie , h i s  g i r l f r i end . Bot h ,  for him are to accomp l i s h . and 
to integrate nis s e l f  d efense and f ree-w i l l . 

H i s  c r imes , in fact make an enormous chapge 
person a l i ty . For the f irst t ime in his l ife, 
l iberated from the psycholog i c a l  burden t hat he 
carr ied . T he .murd e r s  he has commi t t ed br ings him 
real ity , yet, he s hou ld take a con sequenc e  for 
f in a l ly takes h i s  death in t he e lectr ic chair . 
mean s  one th ing , that is , a black l i ke him n ever 
part of wh ite soc ie ty . 
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ABSTRAKSI 

D ibawa d ar i  benua Afr i ka menuju dun i a  baru d i  Amer i k a ,  
orang-orang ku l i t h itam banyak d ip e kerjakan s ebagai budak 
oleh para p ensu as a  ku l i t  put i h . Leb i h  d ar i  . seratus t ahun , 
orang ku l i t  hitam h idup d a l am kesengsaraan dan keped i han 
d ibawah bayang-bayang dom inas i orang ku l it put i h  yang 
s e l a lu b e ru saha mengekang kehidupan mer eka; S amp a i  
sekarangpun , p e r l akuan secara t id a k  ad i l  t e rhadap 
masyarakat ku l it h itam yang d ianggap s eb agai ·Warga n egara 
ke las dua mas i h  terus b e r l angsung . 

B igger Thomas , tokoh sentra l  p ad a  Nat ive Son d engan 
kead aan f i s ik yang berbeda d ar i orang ku l i t  put ih mengalam i  
konf l i k  b at in akibat p e r l akuan yang s emena-mena d ar i  
masyarakat ku l it put i h ,  yang mau t idak mau berdampak pad a  
p e rkembangan kepr ibad i annya . Keb ijaksanaan y ang 
d iap l ikas i kan t id ak menempatkan masyarakat ku l i t  h itam 
seb agai bagian d ar i  masyarakat yang ikut bertanggung jawab 
terhadap se luruh proses keh idupan bermasyar akat dan 
bernegar a . I n i  kemud ian y ang mem i cu adanya rasa kebenoi an 
sekal igus keoemburuan tokoh sen t r a l  terhadap masyarakat 
ku l it pu t i h  yang se l anj u tnya b e rkembang menjad ikannya 
seb agai ·mot if untuk memb a l as d endam terha�ap p e rl akuan 
abnormal d ari masyarakat ku l it put ih . P e rasaan t e rsebut 
menjad i pemiou dan pendorong terbentuknya mot i f  t indakan 
brut a l  B igger T homas me l alu i pembunuhan Mary Dalton , 
seorang wan ita ku l it put i h  d an B e s s ie seorang w an it a  ku l it 
h i t am yang menj ad i kekas ihnya . Kedua aks i in i merupakan 
perwujudan bentuk pengintegras i an pertahanan d ir i  d an 
p engekspre s i an kebebasan b e rkehendak s ebagai manus i a  y ang 
merd eka . 

Kedua aks i in i member ikan p erubahan berar t i  p ad a  
kepr ibad iannya . Untuk pertama kal i  dalam h idupny a , B igger 
Thomas merasa terbebas dar i beban p s i kolog i s . Aks i b ru t a l  
in i telah menc ipatakan r e a l itas baru bag i  kehidupan B igger 
T homas yang seka l igus mensbawanya pada kemat ian . S atu hal 
pentinS yang d apat d is impu l kan bahwa s e l amanya masyarakat 
ku l it put ih t idak akan p e rn ah menempatkan ku l it berwarna 
s ebagai b ag i an d ar i  masyarakat . 
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