
CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of the study 

In this modern world where materia.l things have been 

pr·ofoundly used as the main orientation for leading the 

way people live their lives. the existence of religious 

aspects which principally refer to non-mat1::rial thingt:s 

have been less interested. Power which enables pe~ple to 
. 

pr·ovide material fulfillment becomes an ideal purpose of 

people's lifes. Then the presence of T.S. Elliot'e play 

MurdP.r in :the. Cathedral ( 1935) in this moder·n age becomes 

an interesting phenomenon to be discussed because it 

offers a very contradictive aspect to the main str·eam of 

people's way of life stated above. In this play the ma.in 

character, Thomas Becket, has firmly refused the frr.1.me of 

thought which is oriented to the u~e of power in maintain­

ing material needs. On the contrary, Thomas chooses to 

negate the importance of material things by taking the 

religious aspect as his basic of life style. And mai•tyrdom 

becomes his answer in the struggle to fight for his prin­

ciple. 

By a.nalyzing the martyrdom of Thomas Becket this 

thesis will give a description about how the temporal 

hapi:;ines like the need for material things and power has 
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been challenged by what is considered as the eterr.a.l 

happines~ the happines which is offered by involving in an 

intense rel1;1.tionship with God. 

The wor·d drama is derived from the Greek wor·d "dra.n" 

mea.ning "to do. to act". Aristotle also depicts drama. as 

"imitated human actions", which could satisfy the superfi­

cial needs of the box-office and the more profound re­

•:!Uirement of an educated audience ( Sty an: 73)". However~ 

this drama will be treated as literature which ie under­

stood by reading it privately, while the aspects of thea­

tre it posseses. like the art of acting~ stage perform­

ance, costume, etc, will not be concerned here. 

Murder in :th.ft Cathedral, according to the year of 

publishing, is categorized as a modern drama which specif­

ically shows the return of poetry to the theatre. 

,J. L. Styan in his book Modern Drama in Theory and 

says that "Theatre history will acknowledge that 

deliberately set himself the all but elusive 

Practice 

ElU.ot 

goal of 

Wt'iting a succesfu]. poetic drama for the twentieth century 

audience (73)". Elliot, through this poetic drama, appar­

a:ntly uses the workings of simbolism which c~uld treat a 

Christian martyrdom as if it were a murder (the first 

title for Murder in :th.ft Cathedral was The Archbishop 

Murder Case). Through the symbolism Elliot tr:i.ea to de­

scribe how Thomas Becket becomes a martyr, how Thomas 

proves that he will die not in a similar way with how 
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c:ommon people d.ie~ but he will die in a purpose to sta.nd 

on his faith as a priest in a duty to serve God. 

T.S. Elliot (1888-1965), whose drama is going to be 

discussed in this thesis, is "the most i.nfluential poet 

and critic of the twentieth century (Cubeta.: 1962)". In. 

194.7, Elliot was awarded the Order of Merit and the Nobel 

Pr1.ze for· literature. The publication of The. Wfill.~ La:-1.d 

< 1922 > established hie reputa.tion a.a a poet. However, 

together with Yeats, he also continued to experiment a 

symbolist drama, especially verse drama in which hB de1non­

strates his :i.nterest in why Eliza.betha.n verse drama. had 

SlJ.cceeded and in introducing poetry into modern thee.tre. 

Through Murder in :the: Cathedral, "in adopting St. 

Thomas Aquinas' via negativa, the way to reach God through 

the reject ion of temporal ctnd. material things a.nd by 

assiuning the validity of man's original sin and need for 

atonement (Styan:73)"., Elliot proposes Thomas Becket as 

representative of a society in which a.11 ~re sinful. 

Murder .in .th.a. ~hed,ra,1 as a drama is more a.tt.ractive 

to be analyzed actually in its form in which poetic-drama 

style i.n Shakespeare era is revived again in modern ti.me, 

when western theatre, with prose style, was g'T.'owing ever 

more internationally. However~ there is one thing which 

also interesting to be discussed, that is t,he life and 

death of Thomas Becket whom Elliot put as the major char­

acter in this drama. In his book Poetr·y and Dr·ama., Elliot 
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said that. "I did rot want to write a chronicle of twenti-

eth century politics, I want to concentrate on death 

and martyrdom (p.30)". J.L. Stya.n also says tl;lat, "Elliot 1 s 
I 

real a.chievement in thi:J play was to find a. symbolic 

action in Thomas' martyrdom which a devo1J.t member of t.he 

au.dience could apply to himself (73)". 

The writer considers that the drama entitled Murder 

in :tha Cathedra1 is quiet representative to come out 

critics on martyrdom as a life value of Christian priest 

called Thomas Becket. Thomas negation against the earthly 

glory which will be accepted if he follows the King's 

or·der·. accentuates his faith to serve God for· searching 

heavenly glory. Thomas' principle to serve God :i.s inter­

estingly described in his preaches in the Cathedral on 

Christm,:.1.s Morning, 1170. 

A Christian martyrdom is never an accident. for 

saints are not made by accident. Still less is a 

Christian martyrdom the effect of a man 1 s will to 

become a saint, as a man by willing and contriving 

may become a ruler of men. A martyrdom is always the 

design of God, for His love o'f men, to warm them and 

t.o lead them. to bring them back to His wa:ys. It is 
never the design of man; for the true mar·tyr is he 

who has become the instrumen of God. and who no 

l<)nger.· desires anything for· himae lf ~ not even the 

glory of being a martyr . . . . ( 53). 
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B. Statement of the Problem 

Dealing with the preceeding discussion, the writer 

find several problems in the play that are going to be 

analyzed· 

1. How does the martyrdom arise in 

character? 

2. What is the significance of martyrdom? 

C. Objective of the Study 

This study is intended: 

I Thomas Becket 

1. to find out how the spirit of martyr or martyrdom 

arises in Thomas Becket's character. 

2. to know the significance of Thomas Becket's martyrdom 

D. Significance of the Study 

In respect with this study, the writer wants to 

improve his knowledge and understanding on U.terature. 

Hopefully~ this study will provide a. few contributions to 

the readers, In more specific, this study may enrich 

knowledge about the works of T.S. Elliot. By reading this 

analyses, the readers could understand the skill of 

Elliot in matching poetry into theatre, the novelty exper­

iment for the modern literary world. Beside that, thi& 

study will be usefull especially for the student of the 

English Departement on how to analyze literary wor·k within 

more specific object. that is, the play. In line with an 
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analysis of this thesis, this study may give views and 

insights on how to analyze play, determine what problems 

should be taken as main subject matter to be discussed 

more deeply, and determine what theories and approaches to 

be used in analyzing the problems more properly.Finally, 
I 

t.he readers may obtain any significant teachings and 

findings to be applied into their analysis, especially the 

new beginners in analyzing play. 

E. Scope and Limitation 

This thesis is concerned with the major character#s 

inner conflict resulting from his interaction with the 

dictatorship of the Kins Henry II. His life is fac,~d with 

a dillema between obeying King as a chancellor or serving 

God as a. priest. To stand for his faith, he ha.d to refuse 

King#s order though this has caused his death. 

This play is be.sed on the life and death of Thomas 

Becket that is composed in poetic-drama form by T.S. 

Elliot. Therefore, in its true story, beside his own 

faith~ there are any other aspects that also influence 

Thomas Becket# s decision to choose death a.s his ultimate 

solution in facing the dillema above. However, as stated 

previously, the writer want to concentrate merely on the 

death and the martyrdom of Becket. More specifically, the 

writer will limit the study on inner conflict of Thomas 

Becket as main Character in facing a life with sin or a 
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death with glory. So, the main focus in analyzing this 

play is the study of Thomas Becket as the main charac:ter. 

F. Theoretical Backgrmmd 

Having stated previously, this thesis is focused to 

analyze the major character~a inner conflict in defending 

his position as a priest. In struggling for his fate. he 

is confrontated with the threaten of King Henry II, influ­

ences of Knights, temptations of Tempters. which sharpen 

his conflict. 

First of all, it should be noted that though the pla:y 

is a transmition of true story, in its written form Elliot 

has made it to be focused on its major character. By 

virtue of this conditions, the writer uses the objective 

theory. 

Here to, Welleck and Warren said that "the study of 

literature should first and foremost concentrate on the 

actual work of art itself (140}". 

In other words, it views a literary work from its 

intrinsic elements such as setting, plot~ character. 

theme, and so on. Here, the writer use one of them to be 

analyzed. that is~ the character. 

In analyzing this play, the writer is demanded to 

read the work more deeply and make any interpret-tLt-ion to 

reveal and understand those problems. This can be achieved 

by hermeneutic theory. Hermeneutic-theory that is employed 
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here, permits the writer to obtain on the essence of the 

work better. 

Paul Ricour said that her.meneutics "is a science of 

interpretation and the nature of it is to construe a text 

something more than its physical presence. That is, the 

nature of text is to mean whatever we construe to mean C 

Newton; 105)". 

G. Method of the Study 

As sta.ted before~ this thesis deals with the major 

character's inner conflict rising from pressure of the 

King. His seven yea.rs of exile shows that he is not wanted 

to live in England. And his arrival in England after being 
' 

exiled in France does not change King's inten~ion t.o kill 

him, if he refuse to coo:perate with King. But~ bravely 

Thomas surender to let her neck under the Knighte' sword. 

To further extent~ conflict between King and Thomas is 

more like a trigger for the development of Thomas' inner 

conflict which leads to the awakening of :martyrdom in 

Thomas. This complicated situation can be revealed first 

by reading the play carefully along with another critics 

from some experts. After getting profound understanding of 

what has been read, the writer describes events and prob­

lems being dealt with~ then he interpretes them according­

ly. 

This means that this analyses uses descriptive-ana-
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lytic method since in working out his thesis~ the writer 

attempts to describes events and problems and then ana-
• I 

lyzes them. Since reading, understanding and analyzing o~ 

the thesis involve interpretation, the use of hermeneutics 

method is reasonable. In this method. interpretation is 

"to construe text something more than its phisical 

presence. That is~ the nature of text is to mean whatever 

we construe to mean" (Newton: 105}. 

H. Definition of Key Terms 

- Martyr 

- Martyrdom 

- Conflict 

: the word martyr comes from Greek 

meaning witness. 

. . 

. . 

is a person who defends a 

principle eventhough it means 

sacrificing many things, 

perhaps his or her life. 

many social and political 

movements have created martyrs. 

is a part of the Ghurch"s 

nature 

since it manifests Christian 

death in its pure form as the 

death of u.nconstrained faith, 

which otherwise is hidden in the 

ambivalence of all human events. 

a stage of disagreement or 

argument between opposing group-
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- Struggle 

aor opposing ideas or princi­

ples; a struggle or a battle 

that grows out of the inter­

play of the two opposing forces. 

There are four possible kinds of 

conflicts: a man against him-

self~ man against man~ man 

against a society, and man 

against nature or destiny. 

: a great or determined effort 

within a person when trying to 

deal with difficult problem or 

situation. 
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