
CHAPTER IV 

CONCWSION 

From the preceding discussion the writer concludes 

that Thomas Becket. the main cha.racter in T. S Elliot· s 

play Mnrder in the. Cathedral ha.s passed through several 

f.:t.B.ges in completing his process. t.o be a martyr·. Ea.c:h 

st:,a.ge of process is triggered by Thomas· inner conf l.icts .: 

The conflicts, which pr·incipally represents the i::onfli.ct 

'between his desires in the past and his desires j:n the 

pr·esent, are described in the form of temptations. And 

t,he successive development of one conflict to another is 

mar·ked by a gradual enforcement of Thomas· spir·it of 

martyrdom. 

Thomas· position as a chancellor has shaped. a quali­

ty that. will influence him to be involved in wordl.y 

glory than a heavenly glory. Parties. mus1.c shows. gu.eet 

ac:.companying, royal ceremonies ar•e the examples of r·oy,:1.l 

conditions that influence the emergence of Thoma.s qu.al ity 

who loves pleasure. Of cour·se. this quality tends to 1:.,ut. 

asid.E' the the dlJ.ty to serve people that has to be a mo"":'e 

impcrr·t.1:mt conoer·n of a priest. 

Another quality. tha.t is. a qua.lity to love 

politics, is dr·iven by Thomas· capability in mastering 

politics. Involving in politica.l field. according to 

Thomas, will enable him to help the King in gover·nmentr..Ll 

51 

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI THE MARTYRDOM OF... HIRONIMUS A.M. KLEDEN



duties. in one side, and to help his people through the 

pc,wer· he has, in another· side. The capability in master-

1.ng po U. tics has also influenced the desir·e t-o m-9.ke 

I'"=b~llion agains·t the King. The profound influence he has 

.:.:,~; =:tn Archbishop could be used a.s a way t,o f:i.ghi:- th':! 

i:-:-'t'Y.'a.ncrus jurisdiction of the Emperor. Here, a qua.lity as 

re-b1:-lliou.s priest appears. 

('h - . h.. th ht f th 1 . t · 1 .. -.. ang1ng. is oug .rom e po 1 ica. ori.entati.on 

tc1 th>?. r-eligious one has cha.nged Thomas' world.ly-01·iented 

q 1)_;;1_l i ty to the hea.venly-oriented. one. Her·e. Thomos begins 

i: c, receive his death as the conseguence of his e:d.stence 

~i.:~\ a ·Fd.est. And here. Thomas is willing to surrender· his 

1 if~- <.:•n t..he ground that. he will ha.ve an et.ernal J..-r·:l.de 

~ reward of his martydom. 

"'c.• r;l',.,~ 

These temptations above, the temptation to have 

wc1r-ldy J•leasure, the temptation to involve in politic. 

t-he ·t-emptation to use political capability for religious 

purpose. and the temptation to use martyrdom for· pe-r·sonal 

purpose. are in conflict with and refused by Thomas' 

realization as a priest. A priest is ,.iust a priest. A 

priest does not deal with wordly pleasure. A priest must 

not involve in political world nor use political tactics 

for.- certain goals. And a priest does not PU.'t'sue his 

perBonal glory. So, Thomas decision to be a martyr is 

firn:i.lly based on the realiza.tion that he has to su.rrend.er­

hia will in tbe will of God. What. will be the will of God 

i:-: '"".'• 
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will be his will. And this will is not influenced by 

another· aspect except the God" a will alone. 

The realization to surrender his will in the will of 

God means tha.t what has been desired by Thomas is finally 

determined by what has been planned by God through what. 

is said as a "design of God". For His love to men God ha.s 

crea.ted his "design". This design consists of the d,;.ties 

to warn, a.nd to bring men back from sin to holly life 

with God in eternal happiness. And in accomplishing His 
I 

design God has made pri3sta as His intruments. So, 

pr·iests are the instruments of God whose duty tr:, bring 

men back to the truth of His way. And, martyrdom is only 

one of the conscequences that should be taken by a priest 

in doing his duty. Finally, the writer find out that the 

:3J.gnificance of Thomas .. martyrdom is not lied- in Thomas' 

sacrifice to be martyred but the significance of Thomas: 

martyrdom is lied in the love of God. It is the love of 

Goel to save mankind from sin and to bring them in His wa.y 

to the eternal happiness with Him in heaven. Here, 

Thomas~ death as a martyr has to be viewed as a way to 

perform the love of God to mankind. 

Finally, there is something rather awkward, not to 

mention unfair, in the way T.S. Elliot treats the King 

and his vassals in this play. It seems that the whole 

:~_:tor-y in the play is directed mainly to promote the role 

c,f Thomas Becket witbo,.lt any cha-rwe for the King and his 
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va.ssals to make certain justification of what they have 

<lone. The King and his vassals are presented as if they 

don't have any right to have their own truth. They are 

treated only as the complementary factors that must exist 

in ot"'cler to succeed the martyrdom perfectly. While Thomas 

Becket is so pet·fectly described that his faults in the 

past (when he was a Chancellor) are so easily forgotten 

and only considered as human errors that must be forgiv­

en. Here. the difference between Thomas and the King is 

so clea.r. Thomas is so innocent and King, as "the man 

behind the gun" of :rhomas· death. is so sinful. 

Fr-om a very clear limitation between good and bad 

presented in this play~ the writer understaAd that this 

pla:y i.s actually composed on purpose of Christian thought 

about moral values. It is composed to show an example of 

a good Christian man jn order to increase Christian 

faith. In one side,. of course this play is very ,J.seful 

for the sake of Christian people in increasing their 

faith. But. on the other side,. th~ play does! not give any 

fr·eex- space for the writer· to interpret Thomas" death on 

the basis of the writer's own mind. Because. her·e it 

seems t.hat there is a kind of obligation for the wr·i ter. 

to admit Thomas· death as a martyrdom, a way of die that 

have 1:1. sacred meaning in Christian thought. Therefore, it 

must be admited that this is one of the weakness of a 

r·eligious play like this kind of play. The play is com-

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI THE MARTYRDOM OF... HIRONIMUS A.M. KLEDEN



posed to direct its reader's mind on the frame of thought 

it carries. On the religious purpose it has a fu.ngotional 

meaning~ but on thr: literary purpose it only leads to t.he 

limitation ·against the re?.der'e capability to expresi:; its 

interpretative meaning. 
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