
Chapter I 

I NTROD U C TION 

I.1. Background of' The Study 

Communication without l anguage is no thing. Language 

is int imate l y  connected with society through its function, 

which is primarily that of commu n i cating me ssages from any 

given individual to one or more others ; nor cou l d  human 

soc iet.y exist without language (Robert A. Ha l 1 JR : 1967 ) . 

By using language, we can a ffirm or deny propositions, or 

to present arguments. and a lso info rm about anything e l se. 

For instance language is said to be serving the 

in formative functions . 

Mass media are main l y  a source of information. 

However, life without the mas s media wou ld not o n l y  be 

pre t t y  dull but it might even be impossible as we know it. 

In modern life we are all very dependent on mass 

communication both socia l l y and personally (collectively 

and individually). It means that through the channe l  of 

mass commucation we can aspirate our opinion and to 

maintain our socia l relationship. The news or information 

can help individuals cope with daily life. can reduce 

uncertainty and he lp ho ld a society toge ther. 

The major kinds of maoc media are bookc. magazines, 

newspapers, motion pictures, radio, and tel evision. All of 
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influencing , educating , entertaining , and advertis ing . 

They always inform or give us something new to our 

knowledge. 

Perhaps, one of the ma::::::.; mecaa which ic well--known in 

our daily life iD the newspaper (daily newspaper). 

ncw8papo� today consiots cf several sections, zuch as the 

sec�1on or na�1onal and foreign news, local news, 

i:;ntertainment issues , features, columns, comics, sports 

even ts, and so on. The stories of newspaper are org anized 

more compactly than mag azine stories and their lang uag e 

us\.lally move th roug h the day in accordanc e with the news. 

Consequently, wh en we read a newspaper we realize at it is 

written in different form of lang uag e. 

One of the variation can b e  found firstly in the 

headline sinc e it is lik e promoting a news to readers. 

Therefore we are not prob ab ly surprised that a headline 

plays an important position on writing a news by supposing 

that readers cannot poss ib ly read the news directly 

without look ing at the headline .  Additionally for those 

who have not much time to read a news c ompletely, reading 

the headline is enough . I n  c ontemporary soc iety newspapers 

are desig ned for a b usy and hurried reader ( D eF leur & 

D ennis, 1990 : p. 451) . 

For the notion of headline as an advertisement, 

Jakob son {cited i n  B . H .  H oed : 1979 ) said that it has a 

connative func tion which is to pursuade reader. In th e 

h eadlines, newspapers often employ lang uag e in unusual and 

novel ways. M ost headlines differ from everyday lang uag e 

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI THE SEMANTIC STUDY... NOVITRI INDRIANA ISMUNDARY



3 

by om itting many of the less import ant words <David 

Crystal :1G89). For instance it may occur synt acti c ally or 

morphologically in order to main tain the brevity of 

headline. 

The headline in Indonesian newspaper is o ne of the 

examples of the above statement .  It is to give information 

1:in evE"nts of inter e st to readers, a n ewswr i ter usually 

constructs the words attractively in their headlines. The 

ai1n. l)f r.ourse. is to make the newr; more exclusive, 

interesting, and persuasive to readers. For example the 

h1�adline "Ciputra nalklwn harga rw11all 2�5 persen" is 

prefered to ·�t.farg3 rwm1h di11aikk"'1n 2. 5 pe1•sen oleb 

r.7iputl'a ". It is cince the active 

ord inarily stronger and more emphatic 

(Walter Fo:{ : 1977). From the examp le 

headline omitting the word - the verb 

i . e. me11 ... ;ikkan becomes naikkan. 

voice of verbs is 

than the passive 

we also see the 

morphologicall y, 

From all the head lines in Indonesian newspapers , the 

wri ter is concerned with sportsnews sect ion. For the 

reason that sportsnews is pub l ish e d  regularly following 

certain sporto seasons or competations, such as footba l l  

league competations, tennis tournaments, and o ther sports 

eve n t.:: . In this case the newspapers usually write down 

complet� report s of events everyday. So we may encounter 

some kinda of wr iti ng forms in this sec tion, i . e .  in 

analysis forms, commentaries, and any other sports 

columnc. Another re ason is the exciting c ompetitions in 

the sports world that have supported a sportwriter to 
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report a competition result quickly, rapidly, , and 

compet i tively too . In this case they often do exploitation 
I 

of words as a headline by mentioning the nick names o f  a 

team or player and also the cho i c e  o f  verbs . 

Consider the sports section o f  Indonesian newspapers. 

It usually reflec ts one o f  the largest variations. In 

heahl i nes to describe the compe tition result - winning or 

los i ng - a sportwriter often employs a play of word� or 

puns especially in the play of verbs . Their headlines do 

not always use the words 'win' to describe w i n n i n g  and 

"lose· to describe los i ng .  Instead , we encounter stories 

�i th headlines such as "Se tan t1e."'1!"ah tez·Jram Blacld1iu•n", 

"A1·ge11tina gilas • .lepang", "Yayuk Basukl ber.ia.va di i1011101· 

ga11da", "Beclrez· tumba11g, Sa111p1·as te1·Jungkal", and so 

forth . From these examples we can see the use of different 

verbs and playful expression to describe winning and 

losing. In addi tioti. al though the d i splay o f  headlines are 

a very restricted range o f  sentence structures. there is 

st ill an opportunity for variation i n  describing the 

re�ult o f  a game or competition . Moreover the variations 

ore not only occured in the f�rm of sentence but also in 

explo itation of vocabulary or d i c tion, in th i o  case the 

us ing of variety of verbs . According to Menning and 

W ilk inson. the variety is neccs3ary to avoi d  monotony 

which puts: re.:iders to sleep ( 1977). Besides, as Rosihan 

Anwar states that a verb o f  a headline has an important 

role to make it more al i ve or at.tractive . 

Following the verbs used in sportsnews headlin� to 
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de�cribe winning and losing, there are indic a t ion to show 

the r1:lation of one v1:-rb to each other . For example to 

describe win n ing we may find the verbs of lolos, 111ela .. 1u, 

melanglra.h which each of them havi ng the same concept of 

walk but only d ifferent in the way t o  rea lize it. So we 

can say that they have a re lat ion in meaning . By 

emphasizing on the verbs , the writer wou ld try to ana lyze 

it in term of semant ics as the study of meaning , 

especial ly in struc tura l seman tic s approach . 

I. 2. St.atetl\ent. of' The Problem 

As the statement of the problem is : 

t-Jhat kind{s) of verb are used by sportwr iter to 

describe winn ing and losing i n  Indones ian newspapers ? 

How are the semant i c  re l atio nship among the var iety 

of verbs in such he adlines of Indones i an newspapers to 

describe winn ing and los i ng ? 

I.3. Objective of The SluJy 

This study is intended to give a description of the 

relations in meaning of the various of verbs use d in such 

sport snews head l ines to report the result of a game or 

competit ion. Besides , it is to find out the kinds of verb 

written by aportwriter in Tndoneoian newspaperc . 
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I.4. Signi fi cance of' The St udy 

This l ingu i stic research will hopefully enab le us to 

have a be�ter understanding about the charocterizatiori of 

writing of sportwritera in creat ing such headlines of 

sportanews in Indonesian newspapers. 

I.5. Scope and Li mi tation 

In thio thesis , the proble m that will be di3cussed is 

limited on news form, in this C3Se on sportsnews headlines 

wh ich report the result of a game or competition - winning 

and losing. The analysis is focused on the verb or verb 

phrase which describes winning and losing through the 

structural semantic approach. There are four semantic 

relationzhips, those are synonymy, hyponymy, polisemy, and 

antonymy. But in this paper I just. analyze in terms of 

8yncmymy and hyponymy. 

I. 6. Theoreti cal Bac kground 

The tb�i::>retical background of this thesis is the 

study of semGntics. It ia the branch of l in guistic s  that 

dcalo with the ztudy of me.:\ning, changes in meaning and 

the principles that govern the relationship between 

sentences or words and their meani ngs (Howard Jackson 

1988). The approach used in this thesis is structural 

semantic approach which ha::;: the oame meaning of Palmer's 

term, le:-:iccil semantics. Dealing with t.h(>. term, the 
1 . .i- . ., • 

........ 
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relations consisting of synonymy, hyponymy, antonymy, 

polysemy. By focusing in the study of word meaning, one 

way of imposing some order on vocabulary is to organize it 

into ·field. of meaning called semantic field <David 

Crystal : 1990). The words in this field are .relate4 to 

some core word or central concept ( Trier stated in 

Palmer). The semantics relationship among words are known 

through this concept, particularly the notion of synonymy 

and hyponymy. 

Furthermore, in attempting to define the meaning of 

words, Katz and Fodor make a series of features or markers 

through their theory of semantic interpretative ( 1972) 

The theory stated that words were comprised of a set of 

features which interacted in sentences to produce only 

logical, meaningful utterances. 

I.7 .Method 0£ The Study 

In doing this research the writer uses 

descriptive method. This research described 

variety of verbs are used to realize the 

winning and losing. 

I.7.1. Population 

qualitative 

how the 

meaning of 

The population of this thesis took from three 

different Indonesian newspapers from Surabaya. In this 

case Surabaya·Post, Jawa Pos, and Surya published in April 

to August 1995, totally 441 editions. 
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The data were accounted according to the variety of 

verbs so if one verb appears many times in some headlines � 

it was accounted as one, except when the same verb appears 

in:different grammatical patterns, sports .events, and 

newspapers 

I. 7.2. Methodology 

As stated above ; the method of this research is 

qualitative tlescriptive study. In obtaining the data the 

writer uses purposive sampling; the details of this 

methodology is presented in chapter III. 

L 8. Def'ini t.ion of' Key Terms 

Seman tlcs is the study of the linguistic meaning of 

words, phrases, and sentences. This study involves some 

terms which signify for this thesis, for instanoe the term 
of semantic relationship including synonymy and hypo.nymy. 

S truc tui•al senian t1 o is the study of meaning and its 

relations consisting of synonymy, hyponymy, antonymy, 

pqlysemy. 

SyJlOJlYDlY is used to mean· "sameness of meaning". This 

term is divided into two kinds that are true or total 

synonyms and near-synonyms. 

HyponYDJY is_ the relationship between specific and 

general words. It- refers to the notion .of "inclusion" , 

which is a matter of class membership. 
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hierarchically from the hyponym 

occured more than once. 

is the 

relation 

9 

illustration 

which may be 

ImmedJ.a te hyponym 

hyponym relations into 

continously until no 

made. 

is a 

the 

process of analysing the 

upper 

further 

or superordinate 

divisions can be 

VarJ. e ty is a situationally distinctive system of 

linguistic expression. For a newspaper generally it is 

needed to avoid monotony. 

Verb is any member of a class of words that function 

as the main elements of predicates, typically express 

action and state, may·be inflected for aspect, voice and 

mood, and show agreement with subject and object. It may 

involve phrase form .called verb-phrase (VP>. Otherwise, 

it usually appears in headlines by omitting initially. 

Headl ine is a thing which has an important role in 

printed media, in this case a newspaper. It may be divided 

in two parts, i. e. headline and sub-headline, and should 

advertise and summarize its story and beautify the page on 

which it appears, i.e. sport section. The headlines here 

refer to the sportnews which reports result·of a game or 

competition. 

Spoi• ts1Jews is a news of sport events which in 

Indonesian newspapers generally appear in the two last 

pases. 
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W!n and l ose are the two results of a same o r  

competition. Winning and l osing are the expression of 

sportwriters to de scribe 'win' and ' l ose'. 

Indonesl an new$paper is a newspaper wh ich uses Bahasa 

Indonesia . 

Me taphor is a figurat ive l anguage in whi ch one not ion 

is described in terms usual ly assoc iated with anothe r .  

I . 9 . Organizati on of The Paper 

This t hesis wi l l  be divided into five chapters . The 

first chapter is an int roduct ion which c ontains the 

background of the study , the statement of the prob lem, 

obj ect ive of the study , significance of the study , scope 

and l imi tation , theore t ical background, method of the 

study , definit ion of key terms , and organ izat ion of the 

pape r .  The second chapter i s  the theoretical framework 

that explains furthe r the theory used to analyze the data 

and the re lat.ed studies . Chapter III discusses methodology 

appl ied in th is study. Chapter IV wi l l  be data 

presentat ion·and analysis. Fina l ly , the last chapter is 

the conc lusion . 
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