
Chapter V 

CONCLUSION 

Literature is the re fle ction o f  the author ' s  ce� 

tain feelings , thoughts and ideas . Through literary works 

the author can criti cize and satirize the li fe o f  c e r

tain so ciety or about li fe in genera l . The literary work 

can be used as the medium to express t he certain thought 

and idea o f  the author toward so cial li fe . 

Sinclair Lewis as one o f  t he greatest American 

novelists in the twentieth century and
.
the fir.st Ameri

can who re ceived the Nobel Prize for literature really 

concerned with many so ci al issues and problems in h i s 

own so ciety and his own country . Most o f  hi s great novels 

are dealing wit h  so cial li fe • They are talking about 

the Ameri can li fe . 

Lewi s '  Main Stree t ,  whi ch was :published in 1920, 

is the mo st suc cess ful and famous nove l . The new but real 

image o f  Ameri can small town life had been o f fered i n 

thi s  novel . Lewis brilliantly de scribes the de tails o f  

the ugliness o f  American small town and the provincial 

type o f  its so ciety • These are the real image o f  todays 

American small town li fe . Sin clair Lewis really satirized 

and attacked the true nature o f  the li fe of the Ameri can 

small town . 
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As the kinci o f  the autho r ' s  expressio n ,  Main 

Street was written in the satiri cal form . The Lewis ' sa

tire can be showed through the assects i n  this nove l ,  

such a s  the town setting , the small town peo ple , the two 

main characters and the con fli cts which build the plot 

o f  the story . Those are conside red as t he main intrinsic 

a spe cts o f  t his novel which sho w  the satire o f  Lewis • 

The re are also some autobiographi cal elements o f  Sinclair 

Lewis ,  e spe cially in the town setting and i n  the charac� 

ter o f  Carol Kennicott,  whi c h  are reflected in t he . novel 

and dominant enough in creating thi s  satiri cal novel . 

The town. setting is emphasizing the bad sides of 

Gopher Prairie , the small town in Minnesota, and its su� 

roundings . This novel mo stly t.ells al;>out the struggle o f  

i t s  l eading woman character , Caro l Kennicott , against 

the stuf finess and lack o f  beauty o f  li fe in Gopher Prai 

rie . The tovm with its main Street i s  a bare , planless , 

and unlovely town . Through t he eyes o f  Caro l t here is nQ 

thing which can be seen but the dirt , the mud ,  the smell 

the so rdidness and the ugliness o f  Gopher Prairie . This 

satire refle cts the true nature o f  Sauk Centre , Minneso

ta , Lewis ' birthplace , and the Ame rican smalltowns i n 

gene ral . 

The de scription o f  the small town peo ple in this 

novel emphasizes the bad characterizations ,  the bad a� 

pearance s  and the bad habits . rt· is the des cription o f 

the sel f-sati fied and uncon formist so ciety . They like to 
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and are always criticising and making go ssips about eve

rything . It is also emphasized the bad ways the town peQ 

ple treat Carol Kenni cot t ,  as t he newcomer o f  the town • 

From the way they behave and so cialize , it shows that 

the people o f  Gopher Prairie do not have a]pre ciation o f  

the finer things and are no t interested in the improve -

ment . 

The character o f  Caro l Kennicott in this novel -

i tself is t he satire whi ch i s  created by Sinclair Lewi s .  

I t  satirizes the women position in society in the first 

two de cades o f  the twentieth century . Caro l is a woman -

with a rebellious spirit and wants to make some progres

e s  and to re form the whole town . On t he other hand,  in -

fact t he women position in the time when this novel was 

written w�s less important in so ciety than the one today . 

Caro l Kennicott in many ways is actually Sincla

ir Lewis himself in feminine guise . T�e li fe o f  Caro l is 

almost like the Lewis ' life . From the characterization -

o f  Caro l it i s  showe d  that she has di f ferent ba ckground 

o f  li fe from t he small town peo ple . Being no t used t o 

the preiri e  environment and having a high education in 

big citie s ,  Caro l is always fa cing problems and conflicts 

in Gopher Prairie . She has alrea dy been depressed with � 

the bad conditions o f  the small town on her first coming. 

She , then , alway s has con flicts in her so cial li fe in Go 

pher Prairie . In spite o f  their equal ed ucatio n ,  Caro l al 

so he s many con fli cts with Will Kenni co tt , her husband,  
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a s  the parts o f  the problems in their marri ed li fe , sin

ce Will himse l f  is the native o f  Gopher Prairie . Caro l ' s  

conflicts,  both with the people o f  the town and with her 

husband,  are caused by their di fferences o f  yoint-o f-vi 

ews about li fe . Since there i s  no one to blame , the sto

ry o f  thi s  novel is clo sed with some unfinished conflicts 

among them . However,  mo st o f  the conflicts o f  this story 

have been solve d . There is still the gap between Will Ke 

nni cott and Caro l ,  which is wide enough . While the inner 

confli c ts in Carol ' s  mind toward the bad so cial condi ti

ons in Gopher Prairie , which have caused her hatred , have 

been run out . Her leaving to Washington for a while has 

given a chance for Caro l to think and realize her mista

kes in Gopher Prairie . All t hat they need i s  t he more un. 

derstanding among them.  

In  Main Street Sinclair Lewis had inserted some 

autobiographi cal elements of hi:n which are not less im -

· portant than those intrinsic aspe cts to support and 

strengthen his satirical puri::o se through this novel to

ward the li fe o f  Ame rican small town and its traditional 

peo ple in the twentie s .  

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI THE USE OF... NUDROHO BAGUS PUTRANTO



IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI THE USE OF... NUDROHO BAGUS PUTRANTO



42 

It is the women ' s study c lub . Ac cording to Vida She rwin , 

the Thanatopsis is , 

1 1such a cozy group , and yet it puts you in 
touch with all the intelle ctual t houghts that 
are going on everywhere . "  

( Chapter 11 , p .  94 ) 

Carol is invited and vo ted into the membership o f  the 

group . The group is meeting to consider the whole field 

of English poetry . 

Among the people o f  Gopher Prairie , who have the 

' not so good ' appearance s ,  attitude s ,  and behaviours , C� 

rol still can find and meet a few good and kind people . 

Beside the friendly buddie s o f  Will Kennicott who have 

welcome d  he r and her husband at the station when they 

c ame to Gopher Prairie , and Vida Sherwin , her c losest wo

man friend , which are mentioned above , in chapter 12 Ca

rol considers that Guy Po llo ck is the gentle st person -

which she has found in town . He speaks o f  her n aturally , 

ho lds the chairs for her when they stt down for dinne r ,  

and he does not interrupt her when she is talking to him. 

Then Carol also really finds a kindnes s  in Mrs . Westlake, 

who is a ctually a big - city woman and love s reading boc:K. 

Like Carol Kenni co tt herself , Mrs . Westlake is one o f  

the few persons in Gopher Prairie who are well - read 

and love reading books . 

Then Caro l Kenni cott tries to bring and introdu

ce ' culture ' to Go pher Prairie . \'ihen she and t he drama-
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ti c  association , o f  which she is the leade r and t h e 

c hair ,  try to per form a kind o f  play to the peo ple o f 

t he town , the reaction o f  them is very disappointing .  B� 

sides having the play o f  11The Girl from Kankakee "  badly 

a cted be cause o f  its actors who have a tend�ncy to show 

o f f ,  the town ' s  peo ple themselves do no t Mve an appre -

ciation for art , espe cially a pe rformance o f  play on sts 

ge , whic h  i s  expected by Caro l . Carol Kennicott i s  both 

the dire ctor and the player o f  that play , which is the 

final c hoice · of a drama to be pre sented by the m  in t h e 

o pera house o f. Gopher Prairie . 

"I  don ' t  care much for these plays . What I 

like i s  a good movie , and not all this talky 
- talk • I I  

( Chapter 18, p. 171) 

The quotation above is taken as the repre sentation o f 

the comment o f  the play audience s  in the o pera house . It 

seems they do not unde rstand much about arts , e spe cially 

the play , which is being acted on stage . The lack o f  

good appre ciation o f  art is also presented by Dr . Will 

Kennicott . As the na tive o f  Gopher Prairie in this no

vel ,  Will Kennicott is not intereste d in reading a h d 

enj oying poetry which Caro l tries to introduce and o f fer 

to him ,  and enjoying an intellectual drama . It shows -

that the peo ple o f  Gopher Prairie are without any vision 

o r  appreciation o f  the finer things o f  li fe including -

art . 
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IV . 3 .  The Main Characters 

Main Street fo cuse s on the environment rather -

than on t he individuals .  I t  fo cuses on what the charac

t ers see and exr-erience rather than what they are a n d 

who they are . However ,  without the presentation o f  t ho se 

chara cters,  the readers will not see and unde rstand the 

small town li fe whi ch is empha sized by Sinc lair Lewis . 

This novel has a lot o f  characters as the repre

sentation o f  t he town people , but only a few o f  them who 

are playing roles in creating the story . Among t hem are 

only two important characters in this novel . They a r e 

Caro l Kennicott and ·nr . Will Kennicott . As one o f  t h e 

main characters , the ro le o·f Dr . Kennicott is le ss im

portant than the one of Carol in bringing the story , sin 

ce Main Street is the story o f  Carol Kennicott ' s  rebelli 

on against Go phe r Prairie and its inhabitants . 

Carol Mil fo rd ' s  chilho�d was spent i n Mankato, 

Minne sota , whi ch was not a prairie tovm . Her father who 

had come o riginally from Massachusetts was a j udge i n 

the town . Judge Vdl ford chose to educat e his children by 

letting them read a lot what ever they please , be cause 

he emphasize d the reading books and high education f o r 

them . Caro l ' s  mother died when she was nine and her fa

ther four years later . At an early age , there fo re , s h e 

�ad learnec inde ��endence , bo th physically and mentally . 

Since she is an orphan � Carol i s  free to fo llow her own 

bent and to do what she want s .  
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Carol is a pretty girl with beauti ful dark eyes 

and black hair . She has a slight body and quince-blossom 

skin . She has a talent for piano and vio lin , and o ften 

plays t hem in the chape l . She also has the ability t o 

act . in plays , to write and to manage organization . At v.s 

rious times during Senior years Carol de cide s to study -

law anci writing mo:tion-picture scenarios .  She i s  intere§. 

ted in poetry ,  musi c ,  dance , and enjoys reading written 

plays of Be�nard Shaw and Shakes peare . 

Caro l acquire s a good formal education in Blod

get t  College , Minneapoli s .  After studying for four years 

she graduates from the college as a smart and well-read 

girl .  She is intere sted in· general culture and also i n 

so cio logy . The reading in so ciology lead s her to a book 

o f village-improvement ,  tree p�anting , town pageants and 

country clubs . She wants mo st o f  all to participate i n 

village-improvement anci to make some small town beauti -

ful , 1 1That 1 s  what I ' ll do after college ! I ' ll get my 

hands on one o f  these prairie towns and make it beauti

ful . Be an inspiration , 11 ( Chapter l ,  p . 6 ) . Then Carol 

decide s to study pro fe ssional library work in Chicago -

s choo l . She feels that a pe rson with a college education 

should use it fo r the world . She is also sure that s h e 

can have great influence in library work . In autumn af

ter a year in Chic<.i gO and after graduation , Ca rol works 

as a librarian in the publi c library of St . Paul . Carol 

has worked in St . Paul for three years when she me ets -
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Dr . Will Kennicott . 

Dr , Will Kennicott i s  an established do ctor o f 

Gopher Prairie . He had re ceived his B .. A .  and M .. D .  de gree 

at the unive rsity in Twin Citie s  and spent his intern

ship in a hospital in MinneaJ....'Olis . Will is twe lve years 

o lde r than Caro l . His hands are strong . The palm so ft , 

but the back weathered , showing golden hairs against 

firm red skin . His nose se ems irregular and large . H i  s 

n�ck is heavy and his speech  is heavy too . He has intel

ligence , dignity , and rare ability to meet cri se s ,  e spe

cially those ari sing in his practices . Dr . Kenni cott i s 

a competent but practical-minded physician . 

Will Kennicott re pr� sents Gopher Prairie in ma

ny o f  his attitude s .  He i s  used to the ugliness , the dirt 

o f  the town , and its surroundings o f  the place where he 

Vlaf3 born . While Carol is thinking about beauti fying Go

pher Prairi e , he may be thinking about hunting ,  land 

deals ,  or his cases . He is unappre ciative o f  finer thing 

including poetry . He is also very loyal to his native 

town and country . Will is the best sort o f  man which the 

small town produce s .  

Will meets Caro l at the Marburrys ' house . H e 

falls in love with her ,  and they like each other . It i s  

Will Kenni cott who has introduceci Go pher Prairie t o  C a  -

ro l . Although he has be en in Minnea _rolis anu 'rwin Ci ties 

for his study , Will ' s  heart and _practi ce are in Gopher -

Prai rie , hi s native town . He be lieve s and assure s Caro l 
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that the town will have a great future . It  only nee ds WQ. 

men like her to transform it . Will win s Carol by appeal

ing to her long time de sire for improving town s . One fa£ 

tor in Carol ' s  de cision to acce pt Kenni co tt ' s  proporsal 

i s  the opportunity to make her de sire come true . First o f  

all , she is interested i n  remaking Gopher Prairie . I t  l� 

ads them to t he main part o f  this novel , Carol ' s  li fe in 

Gopher Prairie . 

Now Carol is facing t he ugline ss and the stuf fi

ness o f  li fe in Gopher Prairi e . Ac cording to her, t h e 

traditional people o f  the town a r e so provincial . Find 

ing herself iri t he uncon fortable environment , Carol i s 

depressed . Be cause o f  her spirit and de sire to beauti fy 

small tovm s ,  Carol quickly realizes that she should re

bel and struggle . Her background is  o f  the city , not o f  

the small town . As the daughter o f  a j udge she has been 

brought up in a home whera cultural reading is a habit . 

Carol is  bot h  sophisticated and well-read . She i s  also a 

per fe ctionist . She hate s  the medio crity o f  the small town. 

I t  is natural that she rebels against t he stuf fine ss, the 

planless , and the lack o f  beauty o f  li fe in Gopher Prai� 

ri e .  

Caro l i s  the rebelious girl in thi s . nove l .  S h e 

i s  a revo lutionist , a radical , and there fore po ssessed 

o f  constructive ideas, sin ce the re former believe s  t hat 

all the e ssential constructing has already been d o n � 

She is full o f  the new and fre sh ideas in remaking the -
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