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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION 

Au tonomy i s  re lated to the fact tha t  human i s  an 

� ndividua l crea t u re with consciousness .  Before ach i eving 

autonomy , there i s  a n  i nd i spe nsable developme n t  of 

consciou s n e s s  t h a t  h uma n mus t  g o  t hrough . Fi rst , he i s  

consc ious o f  h imse l f  phys i ca l ly : h e  fee ls pa i n· and h u r t  

as we l l as pleasure and comfort on h i s  body . Second , he 

is consc ious of h i s  e nvi ronme n t , o f  another huma n s  

outs ide h imsel f :  he not ices the e f fect t h a t  i s  ·caused b y  

the e x i s t ence o f  other huma n s  be ing s uch a s  love , pa i n ,  

j oy o f  compa n ionsh i p ,  even lone l i ne s s . The "th i rd s tage o f  

consciousness deve lopment , i s  the mos t  abs t ract · dimens ion 

of cos ciousness i n  which h uman is conscious of h i s  own 

mean i ng o f  existe nce among other. i ndividua l s  i n  the 

u n i verse whether in the pas t  o r  i n  the f u t u re : he t h i n ks 

about h i s  pa s t  and may feel g u i l t  or sat i s fa c t ion , or 

con temp l a tes his fu t u re wh i ch fi l l s  h im with anxiety or 

hope . At t imes i n  t h i s  stage, he wonders abou t l i fe ,  i t s  

mea n i ng , and i t s  mys tery . A pe rson u nderstands h i� 
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consc iousness . After a complex set o f  expe rience that he 

has gone through a l on g  h i s  l i fe ,  he rea l i ze s  too , that he 

has h i s  own mean i ng of l i fe a nd has t o  ma ke cho ices i n  

orde r t o  ga i n  i t .  Au tonomy i s  achi eved b y  t h i s  l eve l o f  

consciou s ne s s . 

As options a re open t o  a n  i ndividual , he i s  

cha l l enged t o  ma ke be s t  dec is ions for h imse l f  by h i s  use 

o f  rea son . By this poi n t ,  au tonomy beg i n s  t o  take shape . 

An idea l autonomy ca n be ach ieved by exerc i s ing o n e ' s own 

cri t i ca l  and ra tiona l fa cu l ty wi t h i n  plura l  t radi t ion , 

s i nce i t  requ i res two cond i t ions t o . be sat i s fied . I n  the 

first pl ace , i t  requ i res that the person ' s bel ie f s  be 

coh e re n t  and cons i s t e n t ; secondly , t h e i r  coherence mus t  

be the ou t come o f  a con t i nu i n g  proces s  of cri t i ca l 

adj u s tmen t  w i t h i n  a sys tem of bel iefs i n  which i t  is 

possible to appra i se one section by views drawn from 

anothe r .  

S tephen Deda lus needs t o  a chi eve h i s  a u tonomy 

because he rea l izes h i s  authent icity a s  a n  embryo a rt i s t . 

He �aarche s  h i s  l i fe d i rect ion t h rough obedience and 

rebe l l io n ,  comformity and contradictory t o  t h e  va lues o f  

h i s  society what h i s  soul longs for .  H i s  ra t iona l i t y  a nd 
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consciousness selects for h im, t he va l u e  t h a t  con fo rms 

h i s  a u th en t icity as a n  art i s t . H i s  a u tonomy i s  ach ie ved 

a s  he dec ides to leave h i s  coun t ry ' fl y i ng '  l i ke Daed a l u s  

i n  t h e  Gree k myth for h i s  freedom . After a l l  h e  has found 

the mea n i ng o f  h i s  l i fe in the radiance o f  a rt , al though 

there may be mo re expe r i ence that he wi l l  a t t a i n  for 

a nother s e a rch . 
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