
CHAPTER II! 

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF THE AUTHOR 

Understanding t he li fe of t he author would be very 

helpful in i nterpreti ng t heir works for i t  is believed 

that works of art are reflection of the artist ' s  as the 

medium conveyi ng their ideas . I t  holds true for 

autobiographical novel primari ly because i t  has a close 

relationship wi th the life of i t s  author. In accordance, 

t he following s ub-chapters present a bri ef biographical 

s ketch of the author James Joyce particularly part of h i s  

life before a n d  when he wrote A Portrait o f  the Artist as 

a Young Man. The data of this s ketch i s  taken from 

various sources as ci ted by t he name of the author or 

general editor. 

A. The Author's career and Private Life. 
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James Augustine Aloysius Joyce was born in Dubli n 

Ireland on February 2, 1882. Joyce was the eldest son of 

ten children. He was sent at age six to Clongowes Wood 

College,  a Jesuit boarding school. His family was well-/\. 
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to-do before i t  fell into poverty because of his fa t her's 

drunkenness and neglect of his business . Joyce did not 

return to Clongowes from summer vacation of 1891 but 

stayed at home for the next two years and tried to 

educate himself , asking his mot her to check his work . I n  

April 1893, he and his brother Stanislaus were admitted, 

without fees , to Belvedere College, a Jesuit grammar 

school in Dublin . Joyce did well t here academically and 

was twice elected president of the Marian Society, a 

position virtually t hat of head boy . He left t h i s  school, 

however, under a cloud, as it was thought (correct ly) 

that he has lost his Roman Catholi c  fai t h  (Gwi n n ,  630 ) . 

He entered University College Dublin College Dublin 

at the age of seventeen. There was taught neither 

theology nor philosophy ; he studied languages , reserving 

his energies for extracurricu lar activi ties, reading 

widely particularly books not recommended by the 

Jesuits - and taki ng an acti ve part i n  the college' s  

Li terary and Historical Society . Greatly admiring Henr i k  

I bsen, h e  learned Dano-Norwegian to read the original and 

had an arti cle, " Ibsen's New Orama" - a review of When We 

Dead Awaken - published in the London Fortni a��iy Review 
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in 1899 j us t  c-fLer his eighteenth birthday party . This 

early success confirmed Joyce in hi s resolution to become 

a wri ter and persuaded his family, friends , and teachers 

t hat the resolu t ion was j us t i fi ed. In 1 901 he publi shed 

an essay,  The Day of the Rabblement attacking the Iri sh 

Li terary Theatre for catering t o  popular tast e . Joyce had 

previously supported the theater and had refused to j oi n  

a students ' protest against " heresy" of William Butler 

Yeat's Countess Cathleen (Gwi nn, 630 ) . 

He was leading a dissolute l i fe at this t ime but 

worked sufficiently hard to pass his fi nal exami nations , 

matriculating with second honour class in Latin �nd 

obtaining the degree of a.A. on October 31, 1 9 02. It was 

at Uni versi ty College of Dubli n  Joyce undergoes his 

decisive years . The rebellious young spirit Joyce 

undergoes his decisive years. The rebellious young Joyce 

resolved to let off the t i e  with family , church, a nd 

country and devote his life t o  crea t i ve art. Never did he 

relax his efforts t o  master the art of wri ting . He wrote 

verses and experimented wit h  short prose passages that he 

called "ephipanies". The word means t he manifestations , 

by the gods, of their di vi ni ties t o  mortal eyes; but 

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI STEPHEN• S ACHIEVEMENT OF... NUR FATIMAH NILAM



31 

Joyce used it to describe h i s  accounts of moments when 

the real truth about some person or object was revealed . 

His experiments were useful i n  helpi ng him to develop a 

concise style while recording accurate observation. To 

support himself whi l e  writing,  he decided to become a 

doctor ,  but after attending a few lectures in Dubli n ,  he 

borrowed what money he cou l d  and went to Paris i n  1 904 .  

After a fort night t here h e  went bac k  to Dublin.  On 

returning to Paris he abandoned the i dea of medical 

s tudies , wrote some books reviews , and on the proceeds of 

t hese and of a few Englis h ,  wi th sma l l  remittances from 

his mot her, he studied in Saint Genevieve Library and 

compiled notes on a t heory of aest het ics he was evolving 

from Ari stotle, Stephen . Thomas Aquinas , and Gustave 

Flaubert. Indeed in Paris t h i s  year Joyce began to work 

on A Portrait of the Artist as a )·oung Man. Recalled on 

April 1907 he tried o n  various occupations and li ved at 

various addresses. He had begun wri ti ng a lengthy 

naturalistic novel , Stephen Hero, based on the events of 

his own l i fe .  In 1907 Joyce decided to rewrite Stephen 

Hero i nto a five -chapter bildungsroman enti tled A 
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Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man. Thi s novel was 

printed and published i n  the United States i n  1916. 

B. The Author's Thought(s). 

In order to see A Portrait of the Artist as a Young 

Man a s  an expression of the author ' s thought and feel i ng 

i t  i s  necessary to acknowledge the author ' s t hought 

i tself in his real life and see i t s  relationship to the 

novel a s  his product .  

Setting o f  the novel that t h e  wri ter will di�cuss, 

that i s  Ireland, plays an important role in the 

development of the mai n  character. The author' s concern 

for Ireland as a country in which he grew is conveyed i n  

Stephen' s concern in the novel. For James Joyce, whose 

own family' s slide into poverty and squalor f u nctioned as 

a kind of domestic analogue of the sorry history of his 

cou nt ry, t he sense of t ig hteni ng i n  Irel and was 

overwhelming . As he said, i n  a lecture in Trieste i n  

1907, o f  an I ri shman' s plight: 

The economic and intellectual conditions that 

prevai l  in h i s  own count ry do not permit t he 

development of i ndividuality .  The soul of the 
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c ountry is weakened by centuries of useless 

struggle and broken treati e s ,  and individual 

init iative is paralysed by the influence and 

admonitions of t he church,  while its body i s  

manacled by t h e  police, t h e  tax off i c e ,  and the 

garri son . No one who has self-respect stays in 

I reland, but flees afar as t hough from a 

country t hat has undergone the vis i ta t i on of an 

angered Jove (Wat son ,  152-153) 

James Joyce saw I ri s h  h i s t ory as i ndignif ied from 

the very start ; I reland has s old herself into English 

hands because the first English odventure� came to 

I reland at t he repeate� �equest of a nat ive k i ng ;  and she 

sold herself again in the Act of Union of 1800, because 

although bribery a nd corruption were rife i t  was 

nevert heless an I rish Parli amen t  at Dubli n  which 

legislated i tself out of exis tence (Watson, 153) • 
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