
CHAPTER 'IV 

ANALYSIS 

The analysis i n  this chapter will encompass 

character, setting,  and plot . 

A. Character. 

From t he title of this t hesis ,  i t  i s  clearly implied 

t hat the mai n  concern of analysis wil l  be the maj or 

character which in this novel i s  told through 'the stream 

of consciousness technique. Stream o f  consciousness 

technique allows the reader to see what happen s  in t he 

mind of a character, a nd what h e  or she feels. The a u t hor 

gives a direct description and quotation of the 

character ' s  psychological i nsights. 

Stephen' s  life in the novel i s  extended from his 

childhood, at the age of 3, until when he i s  about twenty 

years old or at the edge of his adolescence . The other 

char��ters are significant only to the extent t hat 
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authenticity, to criticize them, to have a distance from 

them, and finally to achieve his autonomy. 

A.1. Stephen Dedal.us. 

As Susan K. Langer believes in her essay 

" Expressivenessn, an artist expresses a conception of 

l i fe ,  emotion , and inward rea l i ty through the development 

of symbol i sm (Eastman , 473). Much t he same way, the 

author expresses Stephen's dest i ny t hrough his use of 

symbolism in Stephe n ' s name . 

Stephen Dedalus i s  a suggestive name in wh ich 

Stephen's achievemen t  of autonomy i s  implied. Stephen is 

a name of Christian martyr Stephen .  Stephen who was 

s toned to.death i n  Jerusalem i n  34 AD. However, Parnell' s 

downfall which becomes a crucial family e vent (19), to . 
Stephen i s  a personally traumatic experience an,  f i nally, 

a model of what Stephen will not become. He bears t he 

name of t he Christian martyr but he wi ll not be recruited 

into the ranks of I rish martyrdom . 

No honourable and sincere man, said Stephen, 

has g i ven up to you his life and his you t h  and 

his affect ions from t he days of Tone to t hose 
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of Parnell, but you sold him to the enemy or 

fail ed him and left him for another . And you 

i nvi te me to be one of you. I'd see you damned 

first . (156- 157) 

The surname, Dedalus ,  is derived from the name of a 

Greek artificer Daedalus in the Gree k  myt h  " Daedalus and 

I carus11• Daedalu s ,  father of Icaru s ,  fashioned wings for 

himself and his son to escape f rom Cretan l abyrin t h  that 

he had created to house t he minotaur, the half-bul l ,  

hal f-man off spring o f  Queen Pasiphae and a n  arti ficial 

bull. The name Daedalus in Gree k  means 'cunning 

artificer' ,  I carus flies too near to t he s u n ,  his wings 

melt and di sintegrate and he fells into the sea. Daedalus 

arrives s afely i n  S i ci ly (Deane, 277 ) . 

I n  the reali zation of h i s  mode of life by the sea 

s hore (129) S tephen i dentifies his name to the Greek 

artificer. His desti ny i s  l i ke the artificer' s: to live 

free as if flyi ng i n  freedom, leaving behind the 

paralyzi ng I reland which in legend, i s  symbol ized i n  the 

Cretan labyri nth. 

Now, at the name of the fabulous arti ficer, he 

seemed to hear the noi se of dim waves and 
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slowl y climbing the a i r. �bat did i t  mean? Wa s 

it quaint device opening a page of some 

medieval book of prophesies and symbol s ,  a 

hawk-li ke man flying sunward above the sea , a 

prophesy of t he end he had been to serve and 

had been fol lowing t h rough the mis t s  of 

childhood and boyhood, a symbol of the art i s t  

forging anew i n  h i s  workshop o u t  o f  the 

sluggish mat ter of t he earth a new soa.z::i ng 

impalpable imperishable being? (130) 

Stephen Oedalus i s  a round, dynamic char acter . There 

are t h ree importan t  stages or conditions of Stephen ' s 

spiritual development before he achieves h is autonomy . 

The first s t age is when he learns to get t o  know himself 

and h is surroundings in which he is seeking for h is 

authenticity. The second s tage is when h P  finds \. . • • ..LS 

authentic ity and be certain t:� it . The third s tage is 

wh�� he decides t o  achieve his autonomy . 

In the fir s t  s tage, the mos t promi nent aspect of 

Stephen' s attempt to know himself and his external 

environment is his use of sensitivity toward l anguage, to 

perceive things and happenings that he deal s wit h. In t he 
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middle of his confusion about the external environment, 

he makes his own dialectical t hinking process in which he 

tries to perceive and unders tand the rea l i t y  that he 

faces and to decide on what he should do about it . 

Clongowes Wood Col lege was the first experience of 

community other than home for Stephen . He pays very much 

attention t o  sounds t hat impress him . Here, he has shown 

his at tempt to direct his l ife by t rying t o  u nderstand 

t hings t hrough words : t heir meaning i n  relat ion to each 

other and i n  relation to a certain design . Hi s audi tory 

impression in this s tage i s  predominan t . 

Tha t  bel t  was a belt round his pocket . And 

belt was also to give a fel low a bel t . One day 

a fellow said to Can twell: 

- I' d give you such a bel t i n  a second . 

- Cantwel l  had answered: 

Go and fight you r  match . Give Cecil Thunder a 

bel t . I' d like to see you a toe in rump for 

yoursel f .  ( 4 )  

Stephen knows that a belt is a strap o n  a j acket . But he 

does not know t he meaning of 'to g i ve a fellow a bel t '  • 
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To Stephen ' s labori ng apprehension , all names have 

intima te and hone s t  connect ions wi t h  reality . So he 

t hinks , t he name ' the dog-in-the-blanket" for the Friday 

pudding ( 4 )  must represen t  something about t he pudding 

which is real and which other people k now but which is 

obscured to h im .  Also when his classmat e  Nasty Roche 

asked his name . 

Stephen had a nswered: Stephen Oedalus . 

-What kind o f  a name i s  that? 

And when Stephen had not been abl e  to answer 

Nas ty Roche had asked: 

- What is your father? Stephen had answered: 

- A gentleman . 

- Then Nas ty Roche had a sked: 

I s  he a magis t ra te? ( 4) 

Stephen finds out that a name may have �omplex, 

mysterious a ssociations • . .;lth des t iny, understood by 

o t hers but obscured to him. To Nas ty Roche,  Dedalus i s  a 

queer name, and when he a s ks i f  Stephen ' s  father a 

magistrate, Stephen f i nds t hat his father ' s social status 

is in doubt . Mag istrate is a prestigious posit ion in 

I reland j udicial system . 
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I n  sums game, Stephen finds out t ha t  he i s  not good 

i n  sums . I n  his confusion on sum work, he thinks of t he 

beauty of colors i ns tead . 

He could not get out the answer of the s um but 

it did not matter . Whi t e  roses and red roses : 

those were beaut iful colours t o  t h i n k  of . And 

t he cards for t he first place were bea·Jtiful 

colours too: pink and cream and lavender . (7)  

Stephen must experience another failure i n  a t taining 

unity and harmony on his Christmas holiday . He is faced 

with a "mad0 argument over pol itics by his fat her Simon 

Dedalus, Mr Casey, and his aunt Dante as two opposing 

sides at dinner table . 

Stephen di splays a dialectic t h i n king process when 

he t ries to u nderstand why the blessed virg i n  i s  called 

Tower of Ivory and the House of Gold .  He begins to think 

deeply about i t  first when he, as a Cat holic boy, is not 

allowed to play wit h  Ei leen, a Protestant girl . Hi s aunt 

Dante,  an ardent Catholic said that Protes t ant children 

u sed to make fun of the l i t any of t he Blessed Virgin, 

Tower of Ivory, House of Gold . 
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How could a woman be a tower of i vory or house 

of gold? Who was rig h t ,  then? (25 ) 

The question keeps occupying his mind and arises agai n 

when h i s  friend Tusker Boyle i s  cal l ed l ady because of 

his g i r l i s h  hand. 

Eil een had a long thin cool hands too because 

she was a girl. They were l i ke i vory; only 

soft. That was t he mean i ng of Tower of I vory 

but Protes t an t s  could not underst and i t  and 

made fun of i t  . . •  Her fai r  hai r  had s t reamed out 

behind her l i ke gold in the s un. Tower of 

I vory, House of Gold. By t hinking t h i ng s  you 

could underst and t hem. (31)  

Stephen ' s  understanding of the relat i on between names 

Tower of I vory and the Blessed Virgi n  as a woman, i s  

contributed by the . event when h e  feels Eileen' s hand and 

sees her beau t iful h air . By this poi n t ,  Stephen i s  

undergoing what Joyce cal l s  "epiphany" i . e. t he showing 

forth of real i ty as someone is prepared to grasp i t .  I t  

is  a sudden spiritual breakth rough t hat can b e  triggered 

by somethi ng as insignifican t  as a sound and gesture . 

Stephen has been concerned and tryi ng to reason out about 
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Tower of Ivory until he comes t o  t he momen t  of revelation 

when he touches Eileen ' s  hand . 

S t i l l  at school , Stephen dislays his cri tical views 

over the bad temper or "wax" of his teachers as the 

school authority . 

Was that a s i n  for Fat her Arnall t o  be i n  a wax 

or was he allowed to get i nt o  wax when the 

boys were idl e  because that made t hem s tudy 

bet ter or was he letting on to be in a wax? . 

(35) 

It turns that Stephen was treated unj ustly by his teacher 

i n  a sadistic pandybat i ncident in which he is accused as 

idle for not doing assignment .  And yet ,  he h as broken his 

glasses by accident and therefore cannot read wel l .  Yet 

it is a relief to Stephen that when he decides to tell 

t he rector as a higher authority about i t ,  he receives a 

positive response as he expec t s . His tension i n  t his 

school i s  resolved . 

S t ephen i s  an obedient boy at this s t age . He has 

shown his fondness of being reflective . He has al so 

recognized his limitations and his distinc t i veness 

compared to his common surroundings . He is not good in 
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sport and sums ; he also has wea k  eyesight . He � s  

reflecti ve and possess ing a very good sensi t i v i ty i n  

language a s  wel l  a s  towa rd audi tory impressions. I n  this 

way, Stephen i s  l i ke James Joyce who u sed to be very good 

in audi tory impression, despit e  the fact t hat i n  advanced 

age , h i s  eyes were t roubled . Stephen has begun to seek 

for harmony and unity of t hing s ,  but he deals wi t h  

disassociations instead, primarily among his friends and 

his elders at home . 

As Stephen matures, his fondness of reflect .: . .  :d 

t hinking i s  growing i ntense . Thls time his contemplations 

in the most part , i n volve his own emotions . He has known 

what he want s ,  but he has not known where and how to find 

i t . Simultaneously, in entering his pubert y Stephen dea l s  

with h i s  sexual awakening . His mind is occupied with 

images of woman . He i s  more possessed by his own inner 

experience t han the sordid condi tion of his environment . 

He returned to Mercedes and, as he brooded upon 

her image,  a s t range u nres t  crept into his 

blood . Somet imes a fever gather within him and 

lead him to rove alone in the quiet avenue . 

The peace of the gardens and kindly light s  in 
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the windows poured a tender influence into his 

restless heart • . .  He wanted t o  meet in the real 

world the insubstantial image whi c h  h i s  soul 

so constantly beheld . ( 48) 

The insubst antial image meant by S tephen can be t raced in 

his brooding upon the image of Mercedes as beauty, "peace 

of garden" and " kindly lights" as gentleness which 

emanates "tender i nfl uence i nto his res t less heart " . So 

it is apparent t hat Stephen longs for beauty and 

gentleness .  

Meanwhile,  S tephen ' s interes t  i n  language has 

developed into a seriousness in li terature and art . As he 

continues his s tudy in Belvedere College, he spends his 

leisure time outside school hours on reading books and 

wri t i ng essays and poems . He is also serious in theater ; 

he plays wit h  all his soul so much t hat when the pay i s  

over, he needs t o  run to and smell rot ten s t raw and horse 

piss to return to the real worl d .  

On a t rip to Cork h i s  father recalls h i s  glorious 

past . Stephen is taught about becoming a gentleman who i s  

l i ked by girls a n d  who is decent enough by the middle 

class s t andard . I n  hi father' s attempt to strengthen 
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father-and-son relationship and to familiar i z e  his 

father' s  standard of manhood, Stephen i s  totally 

disinterested . Stephen' s mind i s  suddenly struck by t he 

word " foetus" carved on the des k in Queen' s College where 

his father used to study . 

But the word and the vi sion capered before his 

eyes as he walked back across the quadrangle 

and towards the college gate . It shocked him 

to find in the outer world a trace of what he 

had deemed til l  then brutis h  and i ndividual 

malady of his own mind . His monstrous memories 

came thronging into h i s  memory . ( 69) 

By this point, Stephen reali zes that he is coming closer 

to his adolescent monstrosity in relation to his sexual 

awakening . There ' s nothing in his s u rroundings interests 

him unless it is connected to h i s  l onging s . 

He had known neither the pleasure of 

companionship with others nor the vigour 

of rude male health nor filial piety . 

Nothing stir red wi thin his soul but a 

cold and cruel and loveless lust • . .  he was 
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dri fting amid life l i ke t he b a r ren s hel l 

of the moon . 

Art tho u  pale of weari ness 

of climbing the heaven and gazing on 

earth , wandering companion less . . . . .  ? 

He repeated to h imsel f t he li nes of 

Shelley' s fragment . (73)  

The ba r ren s he l l  o f  t he moon here reo resen t s  S t eoh� n '  s . . 
ideal of purity which impl ies steri l ization,  dryness ,  and 

isolation . It is essentially cold . Despite his egoism, 

that he only l i stens t o  t he l ongings of h i s  hea r t ,  t hese 

are not the quali ties that a t t ract Stephen,  a nd he 

suffers from weariness as a resul t . 

Therefore, S tephen i s  lonely all by himself . He is 

accompanied only by his rest lessnes s ,  by longings of 

emotional f ulfilment . Final ly his idealistic longings of 

beauty, purity and gentleness t h at has accumulated on t he 

image of Mercedes is resolved in his encounter wi t h  a 

whore . He reali zes that i t  i s  sin that he i s  i nvol ved in,  

sublimated as an ideal uni ty, and gentle and beautiful 

and emotionally securing . 
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I mmed i a tely a f ter h i s  i n t erc o u r s·� wi t h  t he who re ,  

Stephen undergoes a new restlessness . Thi s  time he is 

res t l ess beca use of t he gui l t y  feeli ng over his adul tery 

sin . He at tends a retreat in which a religious sermon 

pulls him down from h i s  exc i t ement i n  sin and expose him 

to a condemnation . Stephen i s  frightened at thi s moment . 

The next day brought dea th and j udgement , 

s t i rring h i s  soul slowl y from i t s  l i stless 

despair . The fai n t  glimmer of fear becomes a 

t error of spir i t  as the hoarse voice .r: t he 

preacher blew deat h  i n r �  his soul . ( 85)  

But in th?. middle vr his regret a n d  gui l t y  feeli ng ,  

r.� questions God' s authorit y  and his role i n  driving him 

i n to sin . 

He was i n  mortal sin. Even once a mortal s i n. 

I t  could happen i n  an instant . But how so 

quic kly? By s eeing or t h i n ki ng of seeing . The 

eyes see thing , wit hout having wi shed to see . 

Then an instant i t  happens . But does part of 

t he body unders tand or what ?  • • •  Who made it to 

be like that, a bes tial part of t he body able 
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to understand best ially and desire bestial ly? 

( 107 ) 

But he decides boldly that it is a demonic whi sper, and 

goes for a confession of the sin . At the end he confesses 

and his restlessness is again,  resolved . 

Later on , Stephen is more concen tra ted on religious 

piety . His days is filled with prayers and virtuosity .  

But when his teacher proposes him t o  enter priestly 

office, Stephen returns to his contemplation about his 

life . He is proud of being chosen as a potential priest,  

but he i s  aware that he cannot remain pure from sin . He 

sees that he can fall into i t  anytime . He realizes that 

purity and priesthood is not the goal that his soul longs 

for . 

His destiny was to be elusive of social and 

religious orders . The wisdom of the priests 

appeal did not touch him to the quic k .  He was 

des tined to learn his own wisdom apart from 

others or to learn the wisdom of others 

himself wandering among the snares of the 

world . ( 12 4 ) 
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I t  is clear here that Stephen rej ects the priestly life 

offered by his Jesui t teachers . By this point,  what he 

has been searching for is  beginning to be clear . Freedom 

possesses him . 

His throat ached wit h  a desire to cry aloud 

aloud, the cry of a hawk or eagle on high, to 

cry piercingly of his del iverance to the wi nd . 

This was the call of l i fe to his soul not the 

dull gross voice of t he world of duties and 

despair, not the inhuman voice t hat had called 

him to t he pale service of the al tar . ( 1 3 )  

As he wal ks seaward he encounters the most important 

epiphany in his life by t he vision of a wading girl on 

the shore . 

Her image had passed into his soul forever and 

no word had broken the holy silence of his 

ecstasy . Her eyes had called him and his soul 

had leaped at t he call . To l i ve ,  to err,  to 

fal l ,  to triumph,  to recreate life out of 

life ! ( 1 32 )  

At this moment , as seen through humanistic psychology 

view, Stephen is undergoing self-determinism process .  He 
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has found that his mode of life is to live l i fe fully 

wit h  all i t s  imperfections, and t hat his destiny i s  to be 

free . He has made his choice which i s  to be free instead 

of livi ng a pries t ly life a s proposed by his religious 

elders . 

Stephen ' s bold deci sion to be free is qui te similar 

to James Joyce' s  experience when he left Bel vedere 

College wit h  loosing his Roman Ca t holic fai th as 

mentioned in the biographical sketch of the author . Joyce 

decided to go to uni versi ty li ke Stephen instead of 

entering the priestly off ice ( Gwinn , ) . 
I n  thi rd stage or the last one i s  when Stephen has 

been ensured about what life he is  leading . His new 

consciousness of destiny is subj ected to intellectual 

analysis . Here during his long wal ks wi th Lynch and 

Cranly, all the ma j or element s  t ha t  have exerted 

emotional claims upon him - his family, church, nation, 

language are scrutinized and discussed . Stephen' s 

cornmi ttment to art has pulled down all those claims . 

Thi s  race and this coun try and this life 

produced me, he said, I shall express 

mysel f  as I am . 
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- Try to be one of us,  repeated Davin . . .  

- My ancestors threw off t heir language and 

took anot her , Stephen said . They allowed 

a handful of foreigners to subj ect them .  

Do you fancy I am going t o  pay my own 

life and person debts they made ? What 

for ?  ( 1 56 ) 

By this point Stephen' s fondness of beauty grows 

intense and he li kes to seek for it in li terary works 

such as Ben Johnson ' s  wor ks . But when he comes to be 

weary in this search,  he turns to other things of less 

intricate beauty such as the "the dainty songs of thf! 

Elizabethan" . After all the spiritual devo:�pment that he 

has passed, hP remains -a weary person . He has been 

r�cognized by his environment ,  including his friends and 

his elders a t  t he university as someone who has a good 

competence in art . · He believes in the aest hetic 

philosophy ini tiated by Stephen . Thomas Aquinas and 

discuss about it wi th vari ous persons : the Dean,  Cranly, 

and Lynch ,  to test his ideas . 

According to Thomas Aquinas,  as quoted by Stephen, 

three t hings are neces sary for the perceptions of the 
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beautiful . First is integri ty . " You apprehend i t  as one 

thing . You see i t  as a whole . You apprehend its  

wholeness . That is  in tegri tas . ( 1 64 )  

The second is  harmony . " You feel now t hat i t  i s  a thing . 

You apprehend i t  as  complex ,  multiple, di vi sible, 

separable ,  made up of its part s ,  the result of its part 

and their sum, harmonious . That is consonan tia . ( 1 6 4 ) 

The third is  clarity . " I  thought he might mean that 

claritas is  the artistic discovery and representation of 

the divine purpose in a nything . . . " ( 1 6 4 ) . 

I t  is revealed now t hat Stephen has found and 

understood what he has been seeking along his life ,  si nce 

his earliest childhood . It i s  the three elements of art 

i ncluded in Thomas Aquinas' aesthetic theory . 

Stephen decides t hat he cannot reach the radiance of 

art and free life in his present environment . He has lost 

his faith i n  them, as he said to Cranly, but he has not 

lost his self-respect . 

I said I had lost t he fai th,  Stephen answered, 

but not that I had lost self-respect . What kind 

of liberation woul d  that be to forsake an 

absurdity which is logical and coherent and to 
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embrace one which is i llogical and incoheren t .  

( 1 8 8 )  

He has t o  b e  commi tted fully to his art where there is 

favorable condition . Therefore he decides to leave 

I reland, leaving behind his family, his friends and his 

religion . 

Stephen has reached the most important part of his 

spiri tual development as a young man ,  but t here may be 

another development that he will undergo as he 

experiences his new life in the exi le . 

Applyi ng the humanistic psychology concept , Stephen 

has become an actualized person by this moment . . Tageson 

quotes Joseph Nuttin ' s suggestion t hat the necessity for 

developing a constructive ideal of personality is ba sed 

upon an explicit choice of values , which are persona lly 

meaningful to the i ndi vidual , which reflect a harmonious 

integrat ion of all levels of existence, and to which, 

t herefore, one can wholly commit onesel f .  ( 4 4 ) 

Stephen' s constructive ideal of personality has been 

achieved as he c hoose to live free from religious and 

social orders . His levels of existence has manifested as 

he has realized his inner drive for finding the beauty 

53 

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI STEPHEN• S ACHIEVEMENT OF... NUR FATIMAH NILAM



._ 

and harmony; has achieved i t  t hrough a series of 

" epiphanies" . 

Correspondingly, Stephen has shown himself as an 

autonomous person . Employi ng Stanley I .  Benn's concept of 

autonomy, S tephen has become a ma ker of pro j ec t ( s ) ; 

proj ect of l i ving h i s  l i fe free from social and rel i g i o u s  

orders, of dedicati ng himsel f fully to art . His a r t i s t ic 

soul has awa kened and his committment i s  to depart a s  

well as to tes t h i s  own val ues and v i sion that a re 

resul ted from his experience s ,  !1 i s  se:: s i :  i �;e 

capabi l i t ies , 

rationa l i ty .  

and mos t importantly, his ac t ive 

Welcome, 0 l i fe ! I go to encounter for the 

mil lion t h  t ime the reali ty of experience and 

to forge in the smi t hy of my soul the 

uncreated conscience of my race • • • ( 19 6 )  

I t  i s  clearly impl ied here, t ha t  Stephen keeps on 

searching . His vis ions and val ues wil l  be tested i� the 

crucible of his l i fe . Thereby, his character as an 

autonomous person is going to develop further . 
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A . 2 .  S tephen i n  his interaction with his surroundings . 

Un l i ke most of his  school fellm.:s , S t ephen does not 

play a s  enthusiastic as his school fell ows . I n stea d ,  h i s  

mind wanders . 

I t  was nice and warm to see l i g h t s  i n  c he 

castle . I t  was l i ke some t h .!. ng i n  a · book . 

Perhaps Leicester Abbey wa s l i ke tha t . And 

t here were nice sentences in  Doct or 

Cromwel l ' s Spell i ng Book . They were l i ke 

poetry but they were only sentences to lea=n 

the spell ing form • . .  I t  would be nice to l ie 

on t he hearth rug before the fire, leaning 

his  head upon hands, and think of those 

sentences . ( 5- 6 )  

The sentences i n  t he spel l ing book make rhyt hm, and a 

rhythm is a kind of pat tern, a unity of sorts ;  they are 

t herefore "nice sentences to think about" . Fi nding t hat 

he is not l i ke his fel lows , and that he is d i s sa soci a ted 

to his environmen t ,  lonely and wi thout help, he tries to 

make superior rhythms and unities for himsel f .  

Stephen a l so recog n i z e  t hat he does not real ly suit 

h i s  friends for he does not understand their 
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conversation . I n  addi t i o n  to the i ndiffe rence o f  t he word 
"�e-l t " t St h ' d b � o ep en as  c i t e  a ove , S te?hen does not 

understand the word " smugging" as indica ted when Athy and 

other fellows tal k about " smugging in he square" . 

Smugging is a term for amorous homosexual behav ior 

conducted by some student s .  

Stephen looks at t he faces of t he fellows but 

t hey were all looking across t he playground . 

He wanted to ask  somebody about it . Wh 3t did 

t hat mean about smugging in  t he square? ( 3 1 )  

I t  is apparent at this stage that S tephen i s  in t he 

peripheral state wit hi n  his immediate environment ,  his 

schoolfel lows , for he does not understand ful ly 

conversa tions wi th his friends . In fact , t he i nterest of 

his f riends is  very earthy and almost rude compared to 

Stephen' s i nterest in beauty and ha rmony . Stephen· i s  m0re 

spiritual and introspective . Since he cannot find . ..  .l. .. 

among his friends , he i s  more absorbed in h i s  own at tempt 

to find unity and harmony in beauty . 
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B .  Setting . 

Set t i ng that i s  displayed i n  A ?or t �a i � of ch� 

Artist as a Young Man is the s ame as t he se t t i �c i n  wh i c �  .. 
the author l i ves when he was young . T he act ion of t he 

novel ta kes place i n  I reland whose tradi t ion and h i s tory 

is crit icized by the aut hor James Joyce, t he same way 

S tephen cri t icizes i t  in the novel . Because of the 

t radi tio n ,  Stephen choose t o  lea ve h i s  country ,  to fol low 

his own pri nciple and law, and above a l l , achieve his 

autonomy . 

The cultural bac kground of I reland i s  i n : roduced i �  

the scene o f  'mad' argument i n  Chr i s tni �s dinner. ( 1 9-2 9 )  

Stephen ' s  aunt Dante R.:..-.irdan i s  opposed t o  h i s  fa t her

�imon Dedalus and Mr Casey . Da n te t he role of t he 

Catholic church i n  dest roy i ng Pa r ne l l ,  whereas Simon a nd 

Mr Casey attac k  it and, by extension, at tack t he churc h ' s 

long standing opposition to Irish Republican and Fenian 

insurrect ion since 1798 . The role o f  B ri tain i n  t he 

Parnell episode is almos t  entirely ignored and i t  is 

implied in relation to t he other episodes mentioned . 

What ?  c ried Mr Dedalus . Were we to desert wit h  

h im at the bidding of Eng l i sh peop le? He was 
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no longer worthy t o  lead,  said Dante . He was 

a publ ic s i n ne r . ( 2 3 )  

Nevertheles s ,  t he poli tical ques tion of freedom and 

kingship i s  secondary to wha t Dan t e  ca l l s  ' a  ques t i on of 

public moral i ty' ( 2 2 ) over which t he c hurch ha s cont r -:- l . 

Dante was once a s upporter of Pa rnel l ,  as t h e  c h i l d  

Stephen remembers . She hit a man when h e  too k off t he h a t  

when the band played t h e  Bri t i s h  nat ional ant hem . 

Terrified as he is by t he savagery o f  t he argumen !: ,  

Stephen recogni zes that t he devo t i on t o  re l ig i c-n 

politics are factors des t r uc t i ve of fami ly harmony . 

I n  relation to t he phenomenon above,  Stanley I .  aen n  

explains t ha t  an autonomous person needs a socia l a n d  

cultural background i n  order t o  make nothing o f  himsel f ,  

being hardly to make nothin g  of himself .  ( 17 9- 1 8 0 ) . 

Stephen i s  surrounded by his social a nd cul t ural 

environment a nd wi thin it he makes a crit ical exp loration 

which i ncludes that I reland and the people in i t  should 

enable i t s  i ndividua l s  to grow .  
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B . 1 . Ireland' s Identity . 

Charles S t uart Parnell i s  a rea l charac t er der i •1ed 

f rom t he real l i fe .  He was a pol i t i cal leader assoc i a t ed 

t o  t he Fe nian Movemen t  t hat encouraged t h e  rev i val of 

I reland ' s original iden t i ty . The original i den t i ty mea n t  

here wa s t h e  i ndependence a n d  o r i g i na l  t radi t ion o �  

Cel t i c  I reland before t h e  cou n t ry became t h e  s ub j ec t  o f  

Roman Cat ho l i c  i nfl uence and B r i t i s h  r u l e  wi t h  Protestant 

i nfl uence . Parnell succeeded t o  cul t i va t e  I ri s h  sense of 

i de n t i ty and independence t hrough Home Ru l e  - t ha t  i s ,  

t he e s tabl i s hment i n  Dub l i n  o f  a n  I r i s h  l eg i s l a t u re wi t h  

respons ibi l i ty for domes t i c  affairs . Unfo r t u na t ely,  h i s  

l ove affair wi t h  t he wi fe o f  h i s  co l l eague ma kes h i s  

pol i t ical a l l i ances desert h i m  and t he people ' s  s uppor t  

f o r  h i m  receded . H e  wa s t ot a l ly i so l a t ed from pol i t i c a l  

affairs . H e  wa s total ly i so l a t ed from pol i t i cal a ffai r s . 

Not l o ng after h i s  leaders hip i n  I r i s h  Par l i ame n t a ry 

Partv crumbl ed ,  he died . Those who a re s t i l l  loya l to t he .. 
Fenian Movement and to Pa rnel l con si dered I re l and b� t ray 

i t s  hero . 
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h i s  i n t erview wi· t h  t h.:._ dean ;: t d · o.. s u i e s . The house was 

once bel onged to a n  An g l o- ! r i s h  a n t � -C3 t h0 ! i c ,  9 u ·: k  

Whaley; now i t  belongs t o  t he Jesui t s . 

The corridor was dar k  and s i l e n t  but not: 

unwa t c h ful . Why did he feel t hat it was not 

unwatchful ? Was it because he had heard that 

in Buck Whaley' s t ime t here was a secret 

staircase t here? Or wa s t he Jesui t house 

extrat erri torial and wa s he wa l ki ng among 

a l i ens ? The I reland of To ne and of Pa rnel l 

seemed to have receded i n  space . ( 1 4 2 ) 

This account impl ies t ha t  t h e  house i s  i n  I re l a nd b u t  not: 

of i t . Once it wa s owned by t he gentry who held i t  for 

Britain, ·and now owned by the gen t ry who held i t  for 

Rome . I t  gives S tephen a sense of 'ext raterrit orial ' .  I t  

i s  a representat ion of t h e  represent a t ion of t he Bri t i s h-

Roman imperium, a n t i -Catholic and a rden t  Cat hol i c ,  a 

perfect s i t e  for t he fol l owi ng conversa t i on wi t h  t he 

Eng l i s h  Catholic dean who i s  goi ng . to ma ke s : ephe n 

fore i g n and alien i n  h i s  own coun t ry .  

Stephen shares Joyce' s concern for I re la nd' s 

iden t i ty and his admiration to Pa rnell as i ndicated when 
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h e  wri tes an essay about Fen iani sm . I n  Joyce ' s  v i ��, 

Feni an i sm i s  a movement t hat wou l d  c !": a :i ge � !19 :: a � .i. 0:-. a l  

character of I r i s h  peop l e  who i n  t h e  double empi re o f  

London and Rome , had g rown t o  l ove t he i r  ensl aveme n t  and 

t o  fear f reedom and i t s  responsibi l i t ies . Pa rne l l  i s ,  i n  

t h i s  respec t ,  t h e  l eader who a lmo� �  redeemed from t h e i r  

oppre s s i on : bu t wha t  he revea l ed wa s t h a t  t h e  oppres sion 

was not i nf l i c t ed by t h e  Engl i s h  or the Roman Ca t h o l ic 

alone . I nstead, t he I ri s h  had i n troj ec t ed t h e  oppres s i o n ;  

they h a d  become exper t s  i n  oppres s i ng t hemsel ves ( Deane, 

1 9 92) . L i ke James Joyce ,  S tephen l eaves his cou n c ry 

because of h i s  di ssat i s fac tion towa rd such cond i t i o n ,  

where a n  i n d i v i dual cannot g row by i t s  own i den t i t y  a nd 

nature . 

B. 2 .  Religious Values . 

The rel.igious val ues of Roma n Ca tholic are 

reinforced to S t ephen i n  h i s  fami ly prima rily by his aunt 

Dante and hi s mot her . Such account is di splayed a t  t h e  

begi n n i ng o f  t h e  novel when S t ephen i s  not allowed t o  

play with Eileen because s h e  is a Protestant . Her mot her 

told S t ephen to apolog i z e  and so did Dan t e . 
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-0, i f  not t he eag le wi l l  come and pu l l.  r:· u �  

hi s eyes . 

Pul l  out h i s  eyes 

Apologi z e  ( 3- 4 ) 

The words sound cruel to Stephen . Dant e ' s discrirnin a � � o r.  

prevents Stephen from ma ki ng friends with Eile�n wh i c �  � �  

a beautiful and gentle figure tha t  h e  always t hi n ks of . 

B . 3 .  Hypocrisy . 

Meanwhil e ,  at school Stephen fi nds that even t he 

Jesui t a uthority of school who i s  know� to uphold God ' s 

conunands strongly often gets into bad t emper or 'wax ' . 

The i nc ident i n  which he i s  pandied proves t he i n j ust ic� 

measu �� of h i s  priest teacher . Yet his contempt toward 

the authority and h i s  elders has not grown until t he 

event when he l i s tens to his father ' s account of his 

teacher ' s  conversa tion abou t t he pandyba t ,  in which it is 

only a trifle mat ter to laugh a t  dinner table . 

Hypocrisy i s  al so displayed by Stephen' s fa t her 

Simon Dedalus when he tells Stephen to be a good 

Ca tholic,  an honest I r i s hman and, above a l l , a gent l eman . 

And yet later on Stephen notices t hrough h i s  father ' s old 
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compa nion s '  story tha t  Simon u sed t o  have may a f fa i = .s 

wit h  women when he was young . 

C .  Plot . 

The analys i s  of plot i n  

s tructure o f  phases that 

achieving his autonomy and 

undergo . 

C . 1 .  Struct ure Analysis . 

t h i s  t hesis wi ll conce rn 

Stephen goes t hrough in 

confli c t s  t ha t  he must 

From the previous analys i s  so far it is apparent 

t hat Stephen ' s  promi nent moti vation i s  an unsat i s fied 

desire to harmoni z e  his experience, which fi nds i t s  final 

answer in the wholeness ,  harmony, and �adiance of art . At 

the begin ni ng of each chapter, S tephen is presen ted as 

the s ub 

s ubj ect of a dis t ressing t en s ion, which develops to 

crisis leading to a resol ution . At beginning of each 

chapter, however, t h i s  resol u t ion is seen to hav� 

produced a new tension, and the process is cont inued i n  a 

new form . 
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I n  t he first chapter, t he conf l i c t  l i e s  between his 

desire to find peace i n  obedience and conformi ty and his 

awareness of indifference i n  t he conduct of h i s  sc hool 

authori ty . At home his elders are in v iolent opposit ion 

over pol itics . At school h i s  teachers do not a lways 

practice what t hey teac h .  This tension comes to a head 

when he is unj ustly punished, but when he demands j ust ice 

things are put right and h i s  t rust to his authori ty i s  

restored . Whereas within h imsel f ,  S t ephen beg i ns to 

recogni ze h i s  nature as wel l a s  h i s  pecu� i a r i ty f=orn h i s  

common surroundings . H e  h a s  begun t o  search h i s  posi t i on 

in t he worl d  as i ndicated when h i s  name on h i s  geog raphy 

book ( 9-1 0 ) . 

I n  the second chapter , a new tension ari ses be tw�er. 

his romantic aspirations · a nd the unsat isfac tory 

environment in which he finds himself as a result of the 

decline in t he family fortune . He has to harmonize his 

inner world wi t h  t he unpleasant reality of his outer 

world . The tension is presented by t he successions of 

realistic and romantic scenes . For example, the chapter 

opens wi t h  a realistic account of his travel wi t h  Unc l �  

Charles , fol lowed by a romantic account o f  h i s  daydream 
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about Mercedes ,  succeeded by a rea l i s t ic account of t he 

changes of the seaso n ,  when the cows came i �  from t he i � 

l ush past ure to the ' fi l t hy cowya rd' ( 4 7 ) . Stephe n ' s 

longing for beau ty and gentleness grows intense and a 

hint of resolution appears when he i s  shoc ked by t he �o rd 

' foetu s '  carved on the des k . Thi s  hint .:-epeat e� l.n h i s  

reaction , in the final ser =ion of t i1e chapter,  t o  obscene 

graffit i  i:-. a urinal , which poi n t s  to the dark peace' 

which he finds in the arms of a pros t i t ut e  ( 77 ) . S tephen 

is s t i l l  seeking for t he fulfi lment of h i s  longi ng and 

direction of his l ife . Thi s time by rebe l lion . He finds 

in t h i s  stage, t ha t  woman' s gentleness and beauty fulfil 

his l onging . 

I n  t he third chapter , the long , rhetorical war n i ng 

of the sermons alternates wi th · his deep sense of 

redemption . He finds that he cannot ig nore his sense of 

guilt after doing the sinful experience wit h  t he 

prostitute . I n  fac t ,  the reli ef that he attained from i t  

i s  only t emporary . He finds another comfor t i n  the ac t of 

confession which bri ngs him to a new consciousness of 

rel igious devotion . 
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I n  t he four t h  chapter, h i s  s-:n.se per s o:1al 

per fect ion coi ncides wi t h  

wea knes s ,  t o  b e  resol ved i n  t he v i s i on of t he wading 

gir l ,  i n  which he recog n i z e s  t he exi s t e nce of mo rtal 

beauty and dec ides to l i ve l i fe wi t h  a l l  i c s  

imperfec t ions . St ephen finds t h a t  nei ther t he a rm s  o f  a 

pro s t i tute nor the bosom of t he c h u rc h  g i ves him t h e  

sati s faction t ha t  h i s  hea r t  desi red - ' t he loveli ness 

whi c h  has yet c ome i nto the wor l d '  ( 12 3 )  • S t ephen keep s 

on h i s  re l ig ious piety u n t i l  he comes t o  a rea l i z a t i o r.  

when h i s  p r i e s t  teacher of f e r  h i m  e n t rance t o  t he 

pri e s t ly offic e .  S tephen fi nds t h a t  he does not s u i t  t h e  

pure l i fe of p r ie s t hood a n d  rea l i z e s  t ha t  h i s  des t i ny i s  

t o  be free from religious a n d  socia l  order s ( 124 ) . 

I n  t h e  final c hapter hi s de t achmen t  and suspicion 

are opposed to h i s  awa reness of the demands of his ca l l  

o f  l i fe . Yet h e  manages to reso l ve i t  by leav i ng h i s  

cou n t ry , going t o  ' exi l e '  • By t hi s  mome n t  S tephen has 

come t·o t he final ach ieveme nt of his autonomy . He has 

s tood by his own wi sdom . He takes a l l  r i s ks and 

con sequences of it by leavi ng his coun t ry a n d  going int o  

'exile' . 
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C . 2 .  Conflict Analysis 

On h i s  way of achieving h i s  a u tonomy, Stephen deals 

wit h  conflicts t ha t  happen wi t h i n  himself, and conflicts 

that happen between he and hi s environment . 

I n  the early stage of recogni z i ng his a u thenticity,  

Stephen has dea l t  wi th his friends a nd thei r busi ness 

t hat he cannot u nderstand . His friend' s rudeness and 

earthy interest s  are cont ras ted to Stephen ' s sen s i t i v i t y  

i n  language and h i s  i n t ro s pe� t i v� na t u re .  

confl i c t  happens when S tephen i s  thrusted i�to a di t c �  by 

hi s school fel l ow Wel ls . 

He did not l i ke Wel l ' s face . I t  was wel l s  who 

had shouldered him into a ditch the day before 

because he would not swop h i s  l i tt l e  snuffbox 

for Wel l ' s seasoned hacking chestnut , . . .  ( 9 ) . 

Not only from his fell ows he must confront mean 

treatme n t , but also from his t eacher Father Dolan who 

g i ve s  him sadi s t i c  pandybat unj u s t ly .  

I t  was unfa i r  and cruel because the doctor had 

told him not to read wi thou t glasses and he 
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had wri t t en home to h i s  fat her t h a t  morn i ng t o  

send him a new pa i r  ( 38 ) . 

And yet , St ephen i s  preocc upied wi t h  h i s  own i n n e r  wo r ld .  

Ent ering h i s  p uberty, S t ep h en ' s longing for bea u ty ,  

gent l eness a n d  harmony is con nec t ed t o  t h e  image o f  wowa n 

' 
Mercedes ,  h i s  dream g i r l . 

I n  Bel vedere Col l eg e ,  i n  whi c h  he con t i n ues h i s  

s t udy , S tephen must face another s t upidi ty and sadi sm 

among h i s  school fel lows . He is bea ten for i dol i z i ng Lord 

Byron a s  his fa vor i te poet wh ich they cal l " heresy" 

S t ruggling and kic k i ng under t h e  c u t s  of t he 

cane and he blows of t h e  knot ty s t ump S t ephen 

was borne bac k  aga i n s t  a ba rbed wire fence . 

- Admi t  t hat Byron was no good 

- No 

- Admi t 

- No 

- Admi t 

- No . No . ( 62 ) 

For t h e  f i r s t  t ime , he s u ffers from · t he pai n f u l 

consequence of his proud commi tmen t  t o  a r t . James Jc.yce 

once to e�perience the same t h i ng when he idol i z ed Lord 
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Byron . As said by James Joyce' s brot her Stanislaus, James 

did not give up by admitting that Byron was not a good 

poet but went home cryi ng to his mother, who comforted 

him and mended his torn clothes ( El lmann , 1 959 ) . 

Stephen also undergoes conflict ·.�·.i.t: h  his father 

Simon Oedalu:;: . First i t  is apparent in Simon ' s account of 

conversation
· 

with the rector of Clongowes about the 

i ncident of pandying, what has seen, earlier,- to be a 

triumph of j ustice and i ntelli gent moral authority by 

Stephen ' s  elders i s  revealed as c ruel , stupid 

indifference . 

I 

Father Dolan and I ,  when I told t hem all at 

dinner about it , Father Dolan a nd I had a 

great laugh over i t . You bet ter mind yourself, 

Fa ther Dolan, said I . ,  or young Dedalus will 

send you up for twice nine. . .  Ha ! Ha ! Ha ! 

( 54 )  • 

To Stephen this is  not funny at all . Morally, it  was not 

easy for him to go to the rector for a j usti ce . 

On a trip to Cork,  Stephen must deal wi t h  another 

indifference with his father . Simon Oedalus is too proud 

of hi� past ,  in which Stephen is not interested at all . 
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His sickness to his father mou n t s  when his father and his 

old companion s i n  the local pub tal k about his father ' s 

reputation as a ' f l i rt ' . By this poi n t ,  Stephen ' s  

j udgement of h i s  father ' s  image i s  damaged . He finds 

t hat his father is not of intel legent mora l i ty .  So when 

he is told to be a good fel low, a good Ca thol ic,  a good 

I ri s hman ,  and above all , a gentleman sounds to S tephen 

mere words . I nstead, he recall s  h i s  own recurrent 

position as a young man .  

He recal l ed h i s  own equi vocal pos i t i on i :-i  

Bel vedere, a free boy,  a l eader afraid of 

h i s  own authori ty, proud and sensit i v e  and 

s uspiciou s ,  bat t l i ng against the riot of his 

mind . ( 6 9 )  

Wi thin himself ,  Step hen does not l i ke to become the 

s ubj ect of res tless impulses, i ncluding his drives of 

sexual awa kening . I n  his attempt to i nvol ve himsel f  wi t h  

t he outer world,  a s  when h e  vi s i t s  his relati ves wit h  h i s  

mother, his mi nd keeps i n  his own restlessness . 

• • • and though t hey passed a j ovial array of 

shops lit up and adorned for Chri stmas his 
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mood of embittered si lence were many, remote 

and near . ( 50 }  

Stephen' s restlessness makes him more loriely wi th 

himsel f .  He realizes this condi tion . Therefore he tries 

to build a l i vely relationship wi th his family by 

spending his pri ze money from winning essay contes ts on 

expensive t heater shows and ext ravagant present s . But 

t hi s  wea l t h  is t emporary and S t ephen returns to t he 

longi ngs of his heart . 

How fooli s h  his aim had been ! He b.ad tried � c· 

build a brea kwater of order and elega n t �  

aga i n s t  t h e  sordid t ide o f  l i fe wit ho u t  him and 

to dam up, by rules of conduct and ac t i ve 

· interests and new fil ial relations,  t he 

powerful recurrence of the t ides wit h i n  h im .  

Useles s . ( 7  4 }  

Hi s failure i n  bui l ding a l ively relationship 

coincides wi th his fai l ure i n  app roaching what he is 

looking for . 

He had no t gone one s t ep nearer the l i fe he had 

sought to approach nor bridged t he rest less 
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shame and rancour that had divided him from 

mother and brother and s i st er . ( 7 5 )  

By t h i s  poin t  Stephen has developed a s i l ent 

aloofness i n  an effort to escape the moral cheapness of 

the world, and h i s  longing for love and beauty as wel l  as 

the image of beautiful Mercedes leads him i n to the a rms 

of a whore . 

S t ephen' s later conflict occur between h i s  sense of 

guilt after doing the adultery and religious val ues which 

becomes his sin . After a long contemplation and following 

the religious sermons about hel l ,  Stephen resolves h i s  

guilty feeling by ma king a confession But even before h e  

confesses, t here a r e  opposing forces : o n e  provokes him t o  

confess the s i n ,  t h e  other questions God' s i n volvement i n  

h i s  wrongdoing . The confl ict i s  resol ved a s  S te�hen 

chooses to confess .  

Madness . Who coul d  t hink such a t houg h t ?  And, 

cowering i n  darkness and abj ect , he prayed 

mutely to his guardian angel to drive away wit h  

his sword the demon t h a t  was whi spering to h i s  

brain . (107 ) 
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I n  t he fourth chapter, as Stephen devotes himself t o  

piety and virtuosity, his sense of personal perfection is 

at odds with his sense of mortal wea kness . He realizes 

that although he is pious at t he moment ,  he can fal l  into 

sin anytime . When he is offered by his teacher to enter 

the priestly office, although he is proud �f i t ,  he 

decides to refuse it . He makes a decision that he will 

not bo committed to purity and piety of priesthood 

forever . 

The snares of the world were its way of sin . He 

would fal l . He had not fallen but he would fall 

silently, in an instant . Not to fall was too 

hard, too hard . ( 12 4 ) 

As Stephen overcomes his main conflict by �ollowing 

his own voice instead of conforming to his environment s . 

He will live his life based on his own wisdom, free from 

any restrictive values such as t hose of religion, 

society, family and country . Now that he has his own 

laws , he is confronted to the external environments which 

he has known along this time, as paralyzed by its own 

tradition . He makes clear his attit ude in his 
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conversat ion wi t h  h i s  friend Da v i n ,  •,,.•h1;. has . s t rc· n g  v � i n  

o :  I =i s h  national i ty . 

Wnen the soul of a man i s  born in t h i s  

country t here are nets f l ung a t  i t  t o  hold 

i t  bac k from F l  · ' ._ _ _  i gn 1. . t a l k  t o  - .::. . � .  -

na tiona l i ty, l anguage,  rel i gi o n . I s ha l l  t ry 

to fly by t hose net s . ( 1 57 )  

Conflict also happen s  a s  Stephe n ,  being - preoccupied 

by language of t he Engli sh foreigners . I t  i s impl ied i �  

the scene of hi s convers a tion wi t h  t h e  dean Dea �  0f 

s t udies . 

- The language i n  which we are speaking i s  hi s 

before i t  i s  mine . How different a re t he 

words home , Chri s t , a l e ,  mas t e r ,  on his 

l ips and on mi ne ! • . .  l h a v e  not mad·� o r:  

accepted i ts words . My voice holds t hem a t  

bay . My soul fre t s  i n  t he shadow of h i s  

language . ( 1 4 6 }  

I n  h i s  growi ng faith i n  freedom and a r t ,  S t ephen i s  

s t i l l  doubt fu l  as he prefigures his lone l i ness as the 

consequences of his l i fe-pro ject . None of hi:s present 

envi ronment has the same v i s ion wit h  h im . He t h i n �:s of 
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. · - . ... , ·  .... .. . - - . . . :. ·;: 

. . .  and he fe l t  t ha c  � h8 a�c u rv he had s� � ; � �  ! �  

� he whee l i ng da r t i ng bi rds a � �  i �  : � e � � � �  

hea r t  

"'°' .;: · -· "-

� � 1 - ,:  - - '· - � ! ,  - ,...::l +a 
- - - - _ ..., , 

:,� - - 1-• · - · - .. . r. 

� . l �ymco_ of depa r t u re 0r lone l ! n� s s ?  

Yet , 

t ... , , 
.. " ..:.. � .. 

S t e!Jh e n  n�a ke.s h i s  

h i s  friend s ,  

ma k i ng h i s  Ea s t e r  d u t y . 

- ';-Jhy no :: ?  

. . . -
c.e� l. z .:. :, ;·, r: o r 

�'-·: .:.. : � �:: . .  

By t h i s  poi n t  S tephen has made h i s  f i nal dec i s i o n  t �  

resolve the confiicts t h a t  he h a s  oeen going c h ro ug h . �e 

dec idss or, l e a v i n g  h i s  homeland tc· � =Y a r: e;...: adv.:: r. -: •.: !.·� 

wi t h  hi s a u t o nomy as a� a r t i s t . 
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