
ABSTRACT 

Thr-ough his novel, IJ:1...§... Olq Man anc;! the Sea, Ernest 

Hemingway described a long str uggle of' an old Cuban 

fisherman, Santiago, to catch a big fish and defend it 

from the sharks"s attack. This struggle is extraordi-

nary, Santiago desperately fights against the sharks 

although some parts of his body are already hurt to 

defend the marlin. 

Santiago has caught .no fish for eighty four days. 

Therefore, the other fisher men mak e fun of him, they 

consider him as unlucky. As a fisher man who lives in a 

community cf fisher men, Santiago can not avoid the other 

fishermen's view and attitude. Each community has cer tain 

r ules which have to be followed by its members. The 

community in which Santiago lives has standar d of how a 

fisher man should behave. It expects its members to catch 

fish and he has to be able to catch a tr uly big fish if 

he wants to be called a successful fisher man. In fact, 

Santiago can not fulfil these expectations. Ther efor e, 

the other fishermen vi•w him disr espectfully. In order to 

be appr oved as a member of the community, Santiago must 

fulfil his duty as a fisher man. 

The fisher men's view and attitude towar d him obvi

ously affect Santiago. His strong self-confidence has 

played an impor tant role in moti�ating him to fight 

desperately in order to gain the marlin. Therefore, he is 
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willing to keep the fish unti l he dies by defending it 

against the sharks's attac:k. 
.•' 

On the other hand, Santiago has strong desire to 

c:atc:h fish. He suffers and endures for three days and 

nights to defend the marlin. 

iii 

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI THE STRUGGLE OF... NUR WULAN



PERJUANGAN SANTIAGO 

DALAM KARVA HEMINGWAY THE OLD MAN ANO THE SE0 

ABSTBAK 

Melalui novelnya yang berjudul The Old Man and the 

§g__�, Ernest Hemingway menggamb9rkan perjuangan panjang 

seorang nelayan:tua dari Kuba, Santiago, untuk menangkap 

seeker ikan yang sangat besar dan kemudian mempertahan-

kannya da�i serangan ikan hiu. Perjuangan tersebut san-

gatlah luar biasa, Santiago berjuang mati-matian selama-
• 

tiga hari tiga malam melawan serangan ikan hiu meskipun 

beberapa bagian tubuhnya luka-luka dalam usahanya untuk 

mempertahankan ikan yang telah didapatkannnya. 

Santiago belum mendapatkan ikan sama sekali selama 

delapan puluh empat hari. Karena itu, para nelayan yang 

lain mengolok- oloknya, mereka menganggapnya sebagai 

seorang yang tak beruntung. 
·
sebagai seorang nelayan yang 

tinggal di sebuah lingkungan masyarakat nelayan, Santiago 

tidak bisa menghindari sikap dan pandangan nelayan lain. 

Setiap masyarakat mempunyai aturan-aturan tertentu yang 

harus ditaati oleh para anggotanya. Masyarakat nelayan 

dimana Santiago tinggal mempunyai ·ukuran sendiri tentang 
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·-

bag a i man� seharusny a  seoran g  nelayan bers i k a p . Masyara k a t  

tersebut meng harapkan ang g o tanya un tuk men d a p a t k an i k an 

:' " 

dan b i l a  d i a  i n g in d i sebut sebagai seorang n e l ayan yang 

b erha�i l ,  d ia harus b i sa menan g k a p  see k er ma r l in .  Ken ya-

taannya San t i ag o  t i d a k  · bi sa memenuhi harapan tersebut 

k �t i k a  d i a  t i d a k  berhas i l men d a pa t k an i k an se l ama 

Jan g k a  wak tu yang l ama . Ka ren a i t� n e l ayan l a i n  meman-

d an g n ya d en gan tida k  horma t . Un tuk b i sa d i terima sebag a i  

seoran � anggota d a ri suatu masya rakat, San t i ag o  harus 

memenu h i  tugasnya sebag a i  seorang n e l a yan . 

S i k a p  d an pand an g an n e l ayan l a in terhadap San t i ag o  

Je l as mempeng a ruhi n ya. Rasa perc aya d i r i n ya y a n g  t i n g g i  

memeg ang peranan pen t i n g  ka rena te l ah men do ron g n ya un tuk 

berj uan g m a ti -ma t i an d a l am mempero l eh d an mempertahan k an 

ik an mar l i n .  tersebut. Karena i tu d i a  berj anj i un tuk 

berj uang sampai ma ti me l awan serang an hiu . 

D i  l a i n  s i s i , San t i ag o  mempunyai rasa percaya d i ri 

yang k u a t  un tu k menang k a p  ikan . D en g an kon �i s i  tubuh yang 

sud a h  me l emah, d ia ber tahan se l ama ti g a  ha r i  t i g a  ma l am 

un tuk mem pe r ta han k an ma r l i n d a r i  seran g an i kan h i u . 
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SYNOPSIS 

An old Cuban fisherman, Santiago, has caught no fish 

for eighty four days. At first a young boy, Manolin, had 

always accompanied him and shared his bad fortune. But 

after the fortieth day, .the boy's parents told him to go 

with another lucky boat because they do not trust him 

anymore. Since then Santiago rows his skiff alone out 

into the Gulf Stream, but he alway_s comes home empty 

handed. The boy's parents consider him as "salao11 which 

is the worst form of unlucky, while the other fishermen 

make fun of him. However, Manolin still gives sympathy to 

him. He provides meal for him and prepares fresh baits 

for his lines. Manolin learns much from Santiago whom he 

trusts deeply. 

On the eighty-fifth day Santiago decides to go far 

out to the sea. Although he is old, Santiago is in 

condition an tells Manolin that he feels confident 

good 

to 

catch a big fish. He rows alone out of the harbor before 

dawn. The sea is calm and the surface of the ocean is 

flat except for the occasional swirls of the currents. 

There are other boats from the other beaches going out to 

the sea. ·But they spread apart after they are out of the 
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sea. But they s p read a p a r t  a f ter t hey are out o f  t he 

mout h  o f  the ha r bo r .  San tiag o sets his li n es d own i n to 

deep d a r k  water. Towa rd n oon he f eels a b i g  f i sh s tart 

n i b bli n g  at t he b a i t, bu t the f i s h  d oes n o t  c ome up to 

the s u r f ac e . Ins tead , it beg i n s  to tow t he s k i f f  to t he 

n o rthwest . But San t i ag o  pati en t l y  wa i ts f o r  the f i s h  to 

be ti red to a ppear on the sea level . 

Hen c ef o rth , trou b l es c ome to h i m  one by one. Sud den

ly the f i s h  lurc hes , pulli n g  San t i ago f orward on his f ac e  

an d c u t ti n g  h i s  c heek . B y  d awn h i s  lef t  hand i s  s t i f f  a n d  

c ramped . When t he f is h  jumps o n  i n  t he morn i n g ,  h e  k nows 

that he has hooked the g rea tes t marli n that he has ever 

seen . But the f i s h  g oes down a g a i n  and turns tow a rd t he 

eas t . San t i ag o  i n s i sts to f o l l ow the f i sh , althoug h he 

has h i s  rig ht hand hu rt . He d oe s  not wan t to loose i t .  

F i n ally San tiago i s  successful i n  k i lling the f i s h , 

he. lashes the mar l in to bow and s tern o f  h i s  s k i f f .  I t  i s  

two f eet l onger than the boat. 

An hour l ater a shark c ome s , try i n g  to attac k t he 

d ead ma r l in . San ti ago s t ruc k s  the shark w i th h i s  harpoon, 

i t  s i n k s  and leaves t he scen t o f the blood s p read . The 

scent of the blood attracts other sharks to come. The 
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. .  " 

fol lowing �harks �ome in large number. Santiago desper

ately defends the marlin from their attar.: I�, al though hls 

hands are b l �edi�9. He is too tired to beat them and they 

leave him nothing e�cept the marlin's skeleton. In the 

dark SantiagL-. arrives hc:ime l'd,,th the only rnar-li.n's 0S?kele

ton. 
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