
CHAPTER I 

I NTRODUCTION 

1 .1 �q�kQC.,Q.b\_�Of __ the . .J;t!,;,y,9.�. 

Ernest Miller Hemingway was an American novel ist 

and short story writer who is widely recognized as one of 

the .greatest authors of the twentieth century. Some of 

his novels which are usually said to be the finest are: 

I.t-ie Sun AJ...?_Q. R i �.ii.!£§ ( 1 926 ) , _ For 11.hs..!.!JLLtu�:_!l�l.l .. _.lgJ..L'i ( 1940 ) 

.;�nd ___ I_b�_Qll:i. .... M<!!J ____ C!.IJf.'l __ JJ}.§ .... fil?a. ( 1952). The last mentioned 

was Hemingway's l ast work that was ever published duriag 

his lifetime and for this short novel he received the 

Nc1bel Prize ·for literat.1.1r·e: in .1.954. 

IIJe _ 0 lJ,,1__jj£JJJ.. ___ �D.!.t .. JJ.:llL.s>.E'� presents the adventure of 

an old Cuban fisherman, Santiago, who sails out beyond 

the sight of land and farther than he should to catch a 

huge marlin but finally this big fish is eaten by the 

sharks. 

Santiago's struggle to gain the marlin and defend 

it from the sharks's attack is i nte resting to be dealt 

with. He lets his body hurt and promises to fight until 

he dies. This hard strugle is extraordinary that it mak es 

me curious abou� the causes behind Santiago's struggle. 

Therefore 1 c hoose this subject as the topic of my analy 

l. 
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s i s. T he re must be some reasons o r  motives t h a t  a f f ec t  

h i m  t o  mak e  suc h g re at eff o rt and sac r i f i ce. 

There a re two poss i b i l i ti es that may i nf l uence 

Sant i ag o . Fi rs t ,  the c ommuni ty ' s  v i ew and attitude w h i c h  

und e res t i ma t e  h i m  a s  use l ess a f te r  e i g hty f our d ays 

c atc h i ng no f ish. They make f un ot him and one of the 

f i s hermen c onsi d e rs h i m  as "sa l ao" whic h is the worst 

f o rm of unl uc k y . T hus , he wants to prove that he i s  no t 

as use l ess as t hey used to c ons i d er h i m  to be. He wants 

them to k now that he i s  s t i l l  "powerfu l " to c a t c h  f i sh. 

Another poss i b i l i ty is his own p r i d e  as a rea l f i she rman 

w hi c h  d emand s h i m  to keep on f i g h t i ng c onf i dent l y. He 

k nows that he is a good f i s herman and he is sure tha t he 

w i ll c atc h s ome f i s h  ag a i n .  

Whether o r  no� the c ommuni ty's v i ew and att i tud e 

p l ay an impor tant ro l e  i n  Santi ago's l ong s t rug g le is 

sti l l  a big q uesti o n .  There is a d i f f erent o p i nion be

tween he and the other f ishermen i n  the vi l lage c onc ern

i ng f i s h i ng .  Santi ago c ons i d e rs f i s h i ng as more than 

o c cupati o n ,  it is a way of l i fe. On the o t her hand , t he 

other f i s h e rmen put ma te r i a l c onsideration on f ishing .  As 

s ta ted by Gary K. Carey (1973) i n  The O l d  Man and The Sea 

Notes: 
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T he old fis herman and the boy va l ue human 

r e l ati onsh i ps apove ma te r i a l i sm . T he boy ' s  

fa ther and many of the o t he r  fishermen put 

ma ter i a l  c o n s i dera t i on fi rst: a man mus t c a tc h  

fi s h  o t herwise he has no money , o t herwise he 

is n o t  a man. (12) 

1. 2 Objec t i ve of t he S tL!.f!y 

T h i s  thes i s  i s  w r i ten p r i ma r i l y to s tudy t he i n f l u-

ence o f  t he fishe rmen c om mun i ty's v i ew and a t t i tude 

toward the m a i n  c ha rac t e r , San t iago , in h i s  l on g  s t rugg l e  

to c a t c h  t he mar l in .  Ano t he r  obj ec t i ve is to l ea rn a bout 

San tiag o ' s  m o t i va t i on for s t rugg l i ng .  

1. 3 S i gn i fic ance of the S tL\Sh'., 

S i n c e  Erne s t  Hem i ng way i s  well -k own as one of t he 

most p romi nent w r i ters .i n  Ame r i c a ,  t here a re many s tud i es 

wh i c h have been �on e  d ea l i n g  e i the r  w i t h  h i s  pe rson a l  

l i fe o r  h i s  wor k s . However, l bel i eve the s tu d y  on Hem-

ingway is a l ways i nte resti n g  and w i l l n eve r end� T h i s  

thes i s , therefore , i s  hoped to give c on tr i bu t i on es pe-

c i al l y  to the study of Aillerican l i terature and the study 
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o f  lite rature in gene ral . Partic ula rly , I also hope the 

reade rs will reac h a be t te� understan d ing about the 

in f luen c e  o f  c ommunity's v i ew and a t titude i n  s t i mula t i n g  

on e's dec is i on to m a k e  a n  action . 

1. 4 Itteore tic:a� Frame�d: .. 

T here a re two t heories a p plied i n  orde r to look 

c lose l y  a t  t h i s  nove l :  soc i o l og i cal an d psyc holog i c al 

a pproac hes . I w i l l  use bo t h  t he s tudy o f  psyc ho l og i c al 

types and laws p resen ted w i t hin works o f  litera ture and 

the psyc ho l og i c a l  s tudy o f  the author sin c e  his or her 

expe rien ces and s ta te o f  min d mos tly affec t his ideas . 

I have used R a t hus's psyc hologic a l  t heory on mot i va

t ion to suppo r t  my ana l ys i s, in o rd e r  to emphas i z e  t he 

sig n i f i c an c e  o f  se l f -motiv a t i on possesed by t he ma in 

c ha rac ter, San ti ago. Spencer A .  Ra t hus ( 1986) in Essen

tials of Psyc ho l ogy , s t a ted t h a t  " mo t i va t i on is a hy

pothes i z ed s ta te w i t h in an org an ism that p ro pels t he 

organ i sm toward a g oa l " (176). He men t ioned f u r t her that 

human beings c an be mo t i v a ted by "n eeds" and 

" in c en t i ves " .  I have.quoted Rat hus's s t a tement reg a rding 

"needs" and "in cen tives" which ht? e>:plained that: 

Needs a re s ta tes of p liys i c al deprivation·. 
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For instance, when we have not eaten or drunk 

for a while, we tend to d�velop needs for food 

and water. We speak of the body as having needs 

for o>:ygen,. ·fluids, calories, vitamins, 

minerals, and so on. 

Needs give rise to drives, such as the 

drives of hunger and thirst. Drives are the 

psychological correlates of needs. We experi

ence drives of hunger and thirst when we have 

gone without food and water. Drives arouse us 

to action. Drive level usually increases with 

the length of time we have been deprived. We 

are usually more highly aroused by the hunger 

drive when we have not eaten for several hours 

than we have not eaten for, say, one hour. 

An incentive is an object, person, or 

situation perceived as capable of satisfying a 

need. Money, food, a sexually attractive per-

son, social approval, and attention all can act 

as incentives that motivate behaviour. ( 1 77) 

According to Rene Wellek and Austin Warren in 

Jheory of Literature: 

By 'psychology of literature·, we may mean the 
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psychological study of the writer, as type and 

as invidual or the study of the creative proc

cess, or the study of psychological types and 

laws present within works of literature, or 

finally, the effects of literature upon its 

readers (audience psychology). (81) 

"This is supported by David Daiches in his book entitled 

Critical Approaches to Literature (1981). He said that 

modern psychological knowledge �an be used to look at the 

behaviour of characters in a novel. It can be summerized 

as follows: 

We can look at the behaviour of characters in 

a novel or a play in the light of modern 

psychological knowledge and, in their behavior 

confirms what we know about the subtleties as 

a means of elucidating and interpreting the 

work (337). 

The sociological approach used in this thesis is to 

discuss the social content of the novel. The actual rela

tions be�ween literature and society can be classified 

into three as mentioned by Wellek et al: 

First, there is the sociology of the writer 

and the profession and institutions of litera 
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tu re , the who l e  q uestion o f  t he economic basis 

o f  l i terary p roduc t i on , the soc i a l  p rovenance 

and status of t he w r i te r , his s oc i a l  i d eo l og y , 

whi c h  may f i n d  exp ression i n  extra l i terary 

p ronounc emen ts and ac t i v i t ies . T hen there i s  

t h e  p ro b l em o f  t he soc ial con ten t, t he i m p l i c a  

t i on s  and soci a l  purpose o f  t h e  wor k s  of �i ter-

atu re themse l ves . Last l y, t he re a re the p ro b-

l em o f  t he a�dience and t he actual soc i a l  

influence o f  literature (96 ) .  

I also apply the sociological theory on conformity 

es sta ted by J ac k  Levin and James L. Spates i n  S t a r t i n g  

Soc :j,o l o qy .  T hey s ta ted that l i ving i n  a soc i e ty means 

• 

that most of the time we con f o rm and f o l l ow t he ru l es o f  

t he g ro u p  in w h i ch we l i ve . Ac cording t o  t hem, "there i s  

n o  way soc i a l  l i fe c ou l d  go on wi thout a t  l east a min ima l 

amoun t o f  c on f o rm i ty and o bed ience f rom g roup members". 

(91) 

In re l a ti on to t he soc i a l  conten t in The Old Man 

and the Sea , I have se l ec ted George He r b e r t  Mead ' s  t heory 

on soc i a l i za tion . Mead men t ioned that one w i l l  be rea l l y  

acce p ted as usefu l member o f  soc i a l  order if he k n ows the 

basic rules of the g roup and org an ize his action s in 
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accordan c e  with t he frame of the whole g rou p . However ,  

Mead realize that peo p l e  have c e r tain freedom to ac t 

al�houg h t hey a re limited by c ommun ity . He accounts for 

this freed om i n  his soc ializa tion t heory by presen ting an 
.· 

id ea that self has two c ompon en ts: 11!11 and 1 1 me11• 11 Me11 

reflec t the ac t ions w hich are made or decided by c o n s i d -

e rin g o t h e r  people's a t titud e. 11 Me 11 rep resen ts more 

conven t i on a l  s i d e  of sel f ,  the s i d e  wh i c h  g i ves reac tions 

to soc i al c on ven t io1-.s . A t  t he sam.e t i me , sin c e  we a re 

human bei ng s  who have self consciousness , min d , and 

concepts , we c an n o t  p redic t completely what we w i ll 

respond in an y situa tion . Con t ra ry to 11 me11 , "I" consis ts 

of c e r t a i n  p r i va te fac to rs whic h  en ter our commu n i c a tion 

with o t he rs . "I" rep resen ts the spon taneous , impuls i ve , 

and inn ovative disposi tions of the i n d i vidual , t hose 

d is positions n o t  yet under t he c on trol of soc ie t y . The 

11!11 is respon sible for i n s tanc es of in d i viduali ty and 

con formity . ( Kaman to Sun a r to in Sosiologi 1 .§?ebu9h &l.Yl19.i\. 

fis!D.E.>.S.!, 1985, P• 71-73) 

1 . 5  �e t hod of Researc h 

Th i s  thes i s  i s  based primaril y on l ibrary reseac h .  I 

wil l make a c l ose analys is o f  th� novel to ma k e  a c lear-
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er description about the problem of the study and its 

solutions. Since I will discuss the object which is 

unavoidably related with the main character of the novel , 

I also make a character analysis which will be approached 

from sociological and psychological theories. 

The books used are mostly critics on Hemingway's 

works especially critics on The Old �s_n and the Sea. The 

primary source is the novel itself. Materials on 

Hemingway's personal life are also used since the 

author's personal experiences play important role in 

creating his ideas. Some relevant theoretical books are 

used to support the understanding about literary theories 

which are used as the basis in analyzing the novel. 

Since I will analyze the novel from sociological 

and psychological point of view, some relevant sources 

are also applied. Other references used in this thesis 

which are not mentioned can be found in the bibliography. 

1 • 6 F' r e.a.fil!.t: at i Q.!J. 

· This thesis will be divided into five parts. 

first chapter is introduction which consists of 

The • 

back 

ground of the study, objective of the study, significance 

of the study, theoretical framework, method of research, 
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and presentation. The second chapter is about the life of 

Ernest Hemingway, while the analysis will be given in 

chapter three and four. Chapter three discusses about the 

sociological point of view in analyzing the influence of 

the fishermenLs view and attitude toward Santiago's 

struggle. The following chapter will discuss the psycho

logical point of view regarding Santiago's motivations 

for struggl ing. The conclusion will be given in chapter 

five. 
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