
CHAPTER III 

THE INFLUENCE OF THE SOCIETY 

TOWARD SANTIAGO'S STRUGGLE 

San t.iago is the maj or char·ac ter .in ]l.J.� .. JU!Ltl�!l .. __ and 

i.'1�_.8£?_�. which is presented by Hemingway as an ol d fish

er man who has been unlucky during eighty four days with

out catching any fish. Therefore the other fishermen mak e 

fun of him and one of them considers him as "salao" which 

is the worst form of unluck y. As a fisherman who lives 

among other fishermen� Santiago can not avoid their 

judgements, view, and attitudes toward every k ind of 

actions that he mak es. It is normal in every community 

that everyone al ways mak es some k inds of judgement toward 

other people's actions. 

Never thel ess, it does not mak e Santiago desperate 

and angry because he is atill confident of his own 

strength. Therefore, on the eighty fifth day he deter

mines to go far out to the sea to begin his l ong struggle 

in catching fish. For three days and nights he fight� to 

catch a marlin and after it has been k il l ed he has to 

face some shark s that have attacked the marlin's flesh. 

He desperately defends his fish by undergoing physical 

agony, although eventually he can only bring home the 
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marlin's skeleton. Human beings as member o f  the social 

order always interact with others, they react to one 

another as long as they keep in touch with other human 

beings. Secord and Backman in S"q£:ial_ Psycholog)!, 1974, 

mentioned that "an individual's actions are partly shaped 

by his knowledge of the persons around him and by their 

e>{pec:tations concerning his behaviour" .( 9 ). 

Based on this statement, it is possib1e to discuss 

how the main character reacts against other fishermen's 

view and attitude on him. They underestimate him, consid-

er him as useless and unlucky, an old fisherman without 

physical strength as any other fishermen should have. In 

the very beginning of the novel, this attitude is pre-

sented through the way Manolin's father views Santiago. 

"In the first forty days without a fish the boy's parents 

had told that old man was now definitely and finally 

11salao11, which is the worst form of unlucky • • • 11(5). 

While according to Carey, most of the fishermen consider 

Santiago to be useless and unlucky, therefore he is 

driven out �rem the society. For them Santiago is an 

oddity. 

As a normal human being� San tiago can not neglect 

this kind of judgement. He wants to prove that he is 
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still powerful and capable to catch fish. Therefore, he 

realizes that he must go far out to the sea as an effort 

to show to the �ther fishermen that he is not as usele$S 

as they used to consider him to be. Thtis, he decides to 

go to the sea if the current is calm. He says to Manolin: 

"Tomorrow is going to be a good day with this 

current, " he said. 

"Where are you going?" the boy asked 

" Far out to come in when the wind shifts. I 

want. t.o be out be!"f'orE� it is liqh·t. " (Cl) 

However, unlike his parents, Manolin is presented as 

a young boy who symphatizes with Santiago. He even 

"always went down to help him carry either the c:oilc:!d 

line or the galf and harpoon and sail that was furled 

around the mast" (5). Unlike the other people in the 

village, he respects Santiago because he considers him as 

"wiser and more humane than most o·f the other men" as 

stated by Carey. While the fishermen can only judge and 

view Santiago from his physical appearance and strength. 

Santiago himself does not care much of their Judge-

ment, he is not ang ry eventhough they have made fun of 

him. It is expl icitly stated that "many of the fishermen 

made ·fun of the old man and h'e was not angry" ( 6). Never-

. : � 
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t he l ess , San tiago's reac t i on toward this humi l i a t i on d oes 

not mean t hat he wi l l  n o t  tak e . any further step or does 

n o t  do a n ything a f ter t h a t . So f ar as soci o l og ic a l  poi n t  

of view c onc erns, t h i s  k in d  o f  soc i a l  i n f l ue n c e  has 

c aused someone to act , "to behave accord i n g  to " s tandard 

codes'' w h i ch ot her peop l e  around h i m  or her expect him or 

her to behave, as s t a ted by Sec ord and Bac kman : 

Mos t of our ac tion s are d i rec ted toward t hem 

or are in c on c ert with them . They� too , are 

fami l i ar and have a mean ing and a place i n  our 

d a i l y  l i ves . Jn de�d , our ac tion s are s ha ped 

accord i n g  to the n a ture of the peop le wi t h  whom 

we are i n  c on tac t ,  and are f urther ton s tra i n ed 

by the s i tua tion we are s harin g  wit h t hem . We 

genera l ly s h•re a c ommon k n ow l edge of t he 

mean i n g  o f  t he s i tua t i on , w h i ch i n c l udes 

expect a t i on s  on t he part of other persons a bou t 

how we shou l d  behave , as we l l  as our own 

e x pectat i on s  concern i n g  t heir rea c t i on s  to our 

ac t i on s . (11) 

In t h i s  c ase , t he f i s hermen have a c ommon k n owledge 

about how a f i s herman s hou l d  behave, t hey have amon g t hem 

their own cri teria of what a suc cessfu l f i sherman i s .  l t  
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is t he b e l i ef of the f i s hermen c ommun ity tha t one can be 

c a l l ed a success fu l fisherman i f  he succeeds i n  fishing a 

great f i sh and here , a very big fish called marlin has 

bec ome a measure w hether a f i s herman i s  suc c ess f u l or 

n o t . Every f i s h erman w i l l  be sat isf i ed if he c a n  c a t c h  a 

tru l y big f i s h  and there is a desc r i p t i on in the n ove l 

about a suc c essf u l  f i s herman w h ic h states that " t he 

succ essful f i s herman o f  tha t  day were already in and had 

butchered their marlin out an d carried them 'laid fu l l  

length ac ross two p l anks, with two men s taggering a t  the 

end o f  each plan k (7). 

Being inca pab�e of ful f ili ng t he i r  c riteria , San

t iago is humiliated by the o ther f i s hermen . It is s hown 

in the f o l l ow i n g  quo tation: '' They sat on the Terrace and 

many o f  t he f i shermen made f un o f  the o l d  man and he was 

not angry . " (6) 

San t i ago h imse l f  can a c c e p t  the i r  attitude toward 

him s i n c e  he rea l i z es that he is n o t  a suc c ess f u l  f is her

man and he c an not catch any sin gle f i s h  for a l ong 

period . T here f ore , he i s  not angry ,  he acc e p ts their 

judgemen t .  Reali z in g  that he is n o t  a success f ul f i s her

man , he suggest the boy, Man o l in, not to go f ish i n g  w i th 

him but te l l  h i m  to go w i t h  ano t her l uc ky boa t , in stead . 
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He a l so und ers tan ds t he reason of t he boy ' s  paren ts to 

d i strus t him to accompany Man o l i n  to g o  f i s h i n g . Here are 

dia l ogues be tween San t iago and Mano l i n which may s how 

San ti ago ' s  a t t i tude i n  ac c e p t i n g  the other f i shermen's 

v i ew abo u t  h i m: 

" San t iago , " t h e  boy said to him as t hey c l imbed 

t he ban k ·from where the s k i f f  was hau l ed u p. 11 I 

c ou l d  go w i t h  you aga i n . We've made some money . 

"The o l d  man had taught t he boy to f i sh and the 

boy l oved him . 

"No," the o l d  man said . " You're w i t h  a l uc k y  

boa t .  S tay w i t h  t hem . "  

" Bu t  remember how you wen t e i ghty-seven d ays 

wit hqu t f i s h  and t hen we c a tc h  big ones every 

d i:ty ·fo r three wee k s . "  

' ' I remembe r, " the o l d  man said . " I  k n ow you 

d i d  n o t  l eave me because you d ou bted . "  

" I t  was p a pa made me l eave . I am a boy and · 

I mus t obey h i m. "  

II I k now, " the o l d  man sa i d . "lt is q u i t e 

no r1i1a l .  11 

"Ha hasn't much faith. " 

" No ,  11 the o l d  man said . " But we have . 
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Haven't we?" (6) 

In fact, Santiago tries to make effort to prove that 

he is not as weak as what most of the fishermen think him 

to be. It is quite normal and very natural as a human 

being to reject other people's judgement underestimating 

his or her ability • Naturally�he or she will defend this 

or at least try to prove that he or she is not as bad as 

that. Santiago does not give direct reaction but makes a 

long struggle for three days and nights to catch a huge 

marlin, as an obvious evidence of his ab�lity. 

In order to be .approved as a member o f  the 

fishermen's community, Santiago must do what the other 

fishermen usually do, he must catch fish. By doing so the 

other members o f  the community where he lives in will 

accept him. Such conformity is like a kind of exchange 

about which Robert A. Nisbet stated in The .�ocial Bonq, 

.1970, that " other might see in conformity a mode of 

interaction governed primarily by considerations o f  

exchange. By conforming we recieve a reward: approval, 

e!?.>teem, success" . (71) Santia<;11:i also follows the rule of 

society concerning fishing; since he refuses to be viewed 

differently, So he determines to go far out to the sea to 

catch fish. He experiences hu�t and agony for three days 
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and nights. Unfortunately, he can only bring the marlin's 

s��eleton home. 

However, the skeleton w h i c h  Santiago bri ngs home has 

become the symbol o f  his s uccess. When he reaches t he 

harbor, the 

e:-1 traordinary 

people there are very surprised with the 

size of the skeleton. It is shown by a 

fema le tourist at the terrace: 

"What's that?" she asked a wai ter and poin ted 

to the long backbon� of the great fish that was 

now just garbage waiting to go out with the 

tide. 

"Tiburon, " the waiter said , " Es ha r�� . "  He was 

meaning to ex�lain what had happened. 

"I didn't know sharks had such handsome, 

beautifully ·formed tails. " ( 109) 

Therefore, the other fishermen g ive him a tten t i on 

and do not unde resti mate h im anymore. The quotation below 

may show t he i r  apprec i at i on toward him: 

Many fishermen were around the skiff 

at was lashed beside it and one was 

looking 

in the 

water, his trousers rolled up, measuring the 

ske leton with a length of line. 

T he boy did not go down. He had been there 
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a f te r  the s k i f f  f o r  h i m . 
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" How is he?" one oi' t he f i shermen shou t ed . 

" S l eepi ng," t he boy .c:a l l ed .  He did not c are 

that t hey saw h i m  c ry i ng . " Le t  no one d i sturb 

him . " (105-106) 

I n  o r d e r  to con ·f o rm wi t h  t he " c ode o f  soc i e t y " ,  

San t i ago i s  try i n g  hard t o  b r i n g  home the mar l i n by 

exper ienc i n g  phys i c a l  pains f o r  three d ays and n ig h ts .  

Such l on g  struggle is a form of con f o rm i ty to show that 

he is st i l l  c a pa b l e to meet the requiremen t of being a 

f i sherman . 

Con f o rm i ty here does n o t  have to d o  wi t h  some t h i n g  

right o r  wron g, i t  d ea l s  w i t h  wha t i s  ca l l ed " soc i al 

ro l e " . Eac h i n d ividua l l i v i n g  i n  the un i ve rse has c e r ta i n  

ro l es and t he person p l ay i n g  t hese ro l es i s  requi red t o  

f u l f i l  h i s  d u t i es . For e x am p l e ,  a teac her has to teac h 

his or her s tuden ts , a doc tor must e x a m i n e  his pat ien t ,  

and a f i s he rman, o f  cou rse , i s  su p posed to c a tc h  fi s h . 

In his e x p l an a t i on about soc ia l ro l e ,  Nisbet sta ted that 

in eve r y  soc i a l  role there i s  t he st ron g e l emen t o f  d u ty 

i n  t he r o l e  of mother quite as much as , more o f ten than , 

the sense o f  con t i nuin g l ove o f  c hi l dren that w i ll pro-
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d uc e  e�t raord i n a ry ac ts o f  self-sac r i f i c e  and dedica t i on . 

It i s  importan t to em phas i z e  the word se l f-sac r i f ic e  

sin c e  San t i ag o  a l so makes such sac ri f i c e  i n  ord e r  to 

f u l f i l  hi s duty as a f i she rman . The humil i a t ion of t he 

o ther f i shermen toward s  him rem i n d s  him of his duty : h i s  

ro l e  a s  a f i s herman c a l l s  him t o  g o  f a r  cu t to. the sea , 

f i g hting ag a i n s t  n a ture rega rdless o f  his phy�i c a l  cond i

tion . There f ore , he k eeps on f ig ht i n g ,  overc omi ng every 

k i nd of c ha l l en g es on t he sea �n t i l  he could br i n g  home a 

huge ma rlin . I n  s p i te of the s k e l eton , San t i ago st i l l  

b r i n g s  i t  home as a s i gn that he is suc c ess f ul in f u l f i l 

i n g  hi s du ty as a f i sherman . H i s  pr i d e  as a rea l f i s he r  

man has re turned . 

He has t r i ed as best as he can , he i s  w i l l in g  to 

sacri f i c e  his l i f e to d e fend the rema i n i ng f l esh o f  t he 

fish f rom the s hark s' a t tack . The foll ow i n g  quo t a t i on may 

show h i s  wi l li n g n ess to d ie if some more s harks come in 

the n i g ht: 

" Bu t  i f  I had , and cou l d  have las hed it to an 

oar bu tt, w hat a wea pon . T hen we m i g ht have 

f ou g ht t hem tog e t her . Wha t wi l l  you do know if 

they c ome in "the n i g ht? W ha t  c:a11 yo1.1 do? 

"Fi g h t  t hem," h e  sa i d . " I ' l l f i g ht them 
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He has a l so exerted h i s  poten t i a l i ty and s tren gth as 

ma x i mum as he c an un t i l  he f ee l s  t hat he is d ead and c an 

n o t  say h i s  p raye r s  anymo re , as stated in the f o l l ow i n g  

quotat i on : 

" Bu t  in the dark now and n o  g l o s how i n g  and 

n o  l i gh ts and on l y  t he wind a n d  t he s teady pu l l  

o f  the sai l he f e l t  that pe rhaps he was a l ready 

d ead . He put h i s  two han d s  toge t he r  and f e l t  

the pa l ms . They we re n o t  dead and he c ou l d  

b r i n g  t he pa in o f  l i fe by s i m p l y  o pen i n g  and 

c l os i n g  them . He
· 

l ea rned h i s  bac k aga i n st the 

s te rn and he knew he was n ot dead . H i s  

s hou l d ers to l d  h i m .  

I have a l l those p rayers I p romi sed i f  I 

c atc h the f i s h , he t hough t . Bu t . I am too t i red 

to say t hem n ow . I better get the sac k and put 

it over my shou l de rs . ( 100) 

He d oes n o t  have an y f ee l i n g  o f  d i sa p poinmen t con

c e rn i n g  t he s k e l e ton . w h i c h  he c ou l d  b r i n g  home . He has 

ac h i eved his pu r pose . Now he may go home c on f iden t l y  

a l t hough h i s  p h ys i c a l  con d i t i on i s  bad . I t  i s  s hown by 

the sta temen t in the n ove l that " he sai l ed l i g h t l y  now 
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and he had no thoug h ts nor an y fee l ings o f  an y k i n d . He 

was past everyt��ng now and he sai l ed t he s k i f f  to make 

his home port as we l l  and as i n te l l ig entl yM as h� cou l d '' .  

( 103 ) 
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