
CHAPTER I V  

THE MOT I VAT I ON OF SANT I AGO ' S STRUGGLE 

FROM H I S  I NNER SELF 

A p a r t  f rom t he soc iolo g ica l poi n t  of v i ew � t here i s  

a n o t h e r  w a y  to ana l yz e  Santi a g o ' s motivat ion w h i c h  s t i mu

l a tes h i m  to f i g ht i n  order to g a i n  t he ma r l in .  T h i s  

po i n t  o f  v i ew i s  t he psyc ho l og y  w h i c h i s  used to d i sc uss 

the mo t i va tion s c omi n g  f rom him as an i n d i v i d ua l , not as 

a mem be r  o f  the f i s hermen c ommun i ty in w hi c h  h i s  ac t i on s  

are a l ways i n f l uenced by o t her membe rs o f  the commun i ty .  

A l t hou g h  he i s  o l d , San t i a g o  has a s t ron g m o t i va t ion 

and se l f -con f idence to c a tc h  t he marl i n . He f i g h ts des

perate l y  a g a i n s t  t he s h a r k s  t h a t  at tac k t he marl i n , " he 

c a n  be d es t royed bu t can n o t  be d e f ea ted " . He d oes n o t  

wan t to b e  d e f ea t ed , a l t hou g h  i n  f ac t ,  some parts of t he 

marl i n ' s  f l es h  has been eaten by t he s hark s , w h i le 

San t i a g o  i s  hur t  phys i c al l y .  Santia g o  be l i eves i n  h i s  

e x traord i n ary s t ren g t h, '' I a m  a s t ran ge old man " ( 9 ) , h e  

says t o  Manolin a bout h i mse l f .  H e  is a l so sure t h a t  h e  i s  

s t ron g enou g h  to c a t c h  a tru l y  bi g f i s h  w hen Manolin a s k s  

hi m :  

" Bu t  are you s t ron g enoug h n o w  for a tru l y  b i g  
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f i s h ? "  

" I  t h i n k  so . {:,n d  t here a r e  m a n y  t r i c ks " . ( 9-

1(1 ) . 

San t i ag o  c l ear l y  wan ts to s how that he is s t i l l  

powe r f u l to g a i n  a b i g  f i s h� T he f ac t that he is o l d  does 

n o t  mean that anybody can underes t imate h i m  as he 

p l eases . Every human being has a tendency to use h i s  or 

he r own poten t i a l i ty as max i mum as possi b l e .  As q uo ted 

·f rom !:Jnder:-_stal}d i ng Hum_an Beh�y:iour:. ( 1977 )  by J ames V .  Mc 

Corn e l l ,  A l f red Ad l er s ta ted that " we have an i n s t i n c t  

for se l f-rea l i zation , 

( 502 ) 

for c omp l e t i on and per f e c t i on " .  

Acc ord i n g  to Ad l e r ,  t h i s  i n s t i n c t  was t he 

force o f  l i fe i tse l f  w h i c h  was t he f i rs t  c ause 

d ri v i n g  

o f  a l l  

behav i ou r . T hus , San t i ag o ' s  l on g  s t rugg l e  w i t h  t he 

mar l i n and � � a i n s t  the s h a r k s  is c aused by h i s  i n s t i n c t  

f o r  se l f  r ea l i z a t i on , h e  i n ten d s  t o  use a l l h i s  po ten

t i a l i ty as a f is he rman . San t i ago is aware o f  his e x i s t

anc:e as a f i s he rman , t h i s  awareness has mot i va ted him to 

make · g reat e f fort on t he s ea a f te r  he has c aug h t  no f i s h  

for a l ong pe r i od . He rea l i z es that h e  h a s  t o  ma k e  g reat 

ac h i evemen t by usi n g  a l l his capa b i l i ty and poten ti a l i ty .  

C� r l  Rog e rs in Psyc ho l ogy ( 1 984 ) by Hen ry 1 .  Roed i g e r  et 

a l . s ta ted that there is an i n n a te d r i ve w i t h i n  eac h 
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pe rson w h i c h l eads u l t i ma te l y  to se l f -ac tua l i z a t ion , '' t he 

fu l f i l men t o f  a l l o f  an i n d i v i d ua l ' s  c apab i l i t i es and 

ac h i eveme n t  o f  a l l o f  his o r  her po ten t i a l " .  

( 489 )  

T hu s , h i s  l on g  s t rugg l e  can be said as a rea l i z a t i on 

o f  se l f -ac tua l i z a t i on to p rove h i s  powe r f u l n ess , as he 

says to Mano l in : " I  to l d  the boy I was a s t ran g e  o l d  

man , '' h e  said . Now i s  w hen I must p rove i t "  ( 5 5) .  I t  is 

not easy to make an ac l1i eve�en t ,  i t  n eeds sac r i f ic e . 

San t i ag o  k n ows t ha t ,  t he r e f o re he i s  w i l l ing to sac r i f i c e  

every t h i n g , i n c l ud i ng h i s  o w n  l i fe . H e  dec i d es to f i g h t  

b y  using h i s  max imum po ten t i a l i ty un t i l h e  d i es .  

To g a i n  w h a t  on e wan ts , a person has to be op timis

t ic t ha t  he o r  s he w i l l  be a b l e  to reac h this d ream . By 

b e i n g  o p t i m i s t � c ,  a person w i l l  a l ways try h a rd to mai n 

ta i n  what he o r  s�e wan ts . This a l so a p p l i es to San t i ago 

who i s  a l so an o p t i m i s t i c  person . He i s  sure t h a t  someday 

he w i l l  be l uc k y  enoug h to c a t c h  a big f i s h . As he says 

to himse l f :  

But , he thoug h t ,  I keep t hem w i t h  p rec i s ion . 

On l y  I have -no l u c k  a n ymore . But w ho k new? may 

be today . Ever y  d a y  is a n ew d ay . I t  is bet te r  

to be l uc k y .  Bu t I wou l d  rather be e x ac t .  Then 
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when l uc k  c omes you a re a l read y . ( 25 )  

He i s  n o t  a f ra i d  o f  a l l t he c h a l l en ges t h a t  he has 

to overc ome , a l t houg h he has to face them a l on e  on t he 

sea f o r  t h ree days and n i g hts . He overcomes i t  c ou ra-

g eous l y , he d oes n o t  c o n s i d e r  t he n atu re as " h is 

bu t as his f ri en d 1' . T here i s  n o  nega t i ve t h i n k i ng 

en emy 

about 

n a ture i n  his mind as it i s  e x p ressed when he t h in k s  of 

the sea as k i nd and beau t i f u l , not as an enemy l i k e  other 

peop l e  c ons i d e r  i t :  

He a l ways t houg h t  of t he sea as " l a ma r "  w h i c h  

i s  w h a t  peo p l e c a l l h e r  i n  Span i s h  w hen t hey 

l ove her . Somet i mes t hose who l ove her say bad 

t h i n g s  o f  her b u t  they a re a l ways sa i d  as 

thoug � she were a woman . Some o f  t he youn g e r  

f i s he rmen , t hose w ho used buoys as f l oa ts f o r  

t he i r  l i nes a n d  had mo tor- boa ts , boug h when t h e  

shark l i ve rs had b roug ht muc h money , spoke o f  

h e r  as " e l  ma r 11 w h i c h  i s  masc u l i n e . T hey spo k e  

o f  h e r  a s  con tes tan t o r  a p l ac e  o r  even an 

enemy . Bu t the o l d  man a l ways t houg h t  o f  her as 

f em i n i n e  and as some t h i n g  t h a t  g ave or wi the l d  

g reat favou rs , and i f  she d id w i l d  o r  w i c k ed 

t h i n g s  i t  was because s he c ou l d  n o t  he l p  them . 
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The moon a f f ec ts her as i t  d oes a woman , he 

thoug ht . ( 23 )  

Even the mar l i n w h i c h has been caught i s  consi d ered 

as h i s  frien d ,  there f o re he t r i es to pro tect i t  from t he 

sha r k s · a t tack. : 

" T he f i s h  i s  my f r iend too , " he s a i d  a l oud . 11 I 

have n ever seen . or hea rd o f  such a fish . But I 

mus t  k i l l  h i m . I am g l ad we d o  n o t  have to try 

to k i l l  the s ta rs . "  

He consid e r s  that h i s  s trug g l e  ag a i n s t  the s h a r k s  i s  

a consequence after h e  has k illed the marlin : 

1 1  
Keep my head clea r , 

1 1  he� said ag ainst the wood 

of t he bClw . 11 I <:.<.m tin�d old man . Bu t I have 

killed t h i s  f ish w h i c h  i s  my br6ther and n ow I 

must do the slave work . "  

To add h i s  s e l f -con f i dence when on the sea , San t i ag o  

o f ten remembers o f  t h i n g s  as some t h i n g  hav ing t o  d o  w i t h  

v i c tory . F o r  e x am p l e , h e  t r i es to remember a bout t h e  t i me 

w hen he won a hand g ame p l ay w i th a g reat n eg ro : " As t he 

sun se t he remembered , to g i ve h imse l f  mo re conf id e nc e , 

t he t i me i n  the tavern a t  Casa b l an c a  when he had p l ayed 

the hand g ame w i t h  t he q reat neg ro f rom C i enfugos who was 

t he st rong es t  man in the d oc k s . ( 58 ) . He reca l l s t h .is 
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scene i n  order to c oR v i nc e  him that he i s  a s tron g o l d  

man who c ou l d  beat a f i n e  man and g rea t a t h l e te . H i s  

v i c tory w a s  par t l y  c aused by h i s  o p t i m i s tic v i ew t h a t  h e  

wou l d  be a b l e  t a  beat t he neg ro w ho h a d  t r ied v e r y  hard 

to d e f ea t  San tiago : 

T hen the n eg ro , a f te r  the rum , wou l d  try f o r  a 

t remendous e f f o r t  and once he had the o l d  man , 

who was n o t  an o l d  man then , but was San t i ago 

1 1 E l  Campean " ,  n ea r l y  t h ree i n c hes o f f  ba l an c e . 

But the o l d  man had ra i sed h i s  han d  up to dead 

even ag a i n . He was sure t hen t ha t  he had t he 

n e g ro , w ho was a f i n e  man and a g re a t  a t h l e te , 

bea ten . ( 59 ) 

He a l so i do l i z es Di Magg i o , a g re a t  Ame r i c an base

ba l l p l ayer w ho a l ways p l ays per fec t l y  a l t houg h he has 

the pain of t he bone spur in his hee l . I f  DiMag g i o  can 

s tand the f ee l i n g  o f  pain in his hee l , w hy can not he? . 

T herefore , he a l so imag i n es D i Mag g i o  p l ay i n g  perfec t l y  

w i th t he pain i n  a part o f  h i s  bod y . San t iago a l ways 

t r i es to overc ome t he d i f f i c u l t i es whi c h can l essen his 

courage to f i g h t . One cf t he so l u t i ons is by t h i n k i n g  

a bou t some t h i n g  t h a t  c a n  g i ve ' h i m  s p i r i t  t o  k e e p  f i g h t i n g  

ag a i n s t  n a tu re . F o r  e x amp l e ,  w hen he fee l s  t i red he t r i es 
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to t h i n k  a bou t t he resu l t  o f  a baseba l l  g ame in w h i c h  

D i Mag g i o  part i c i pates: 

He f e l t  t i red now and he k n ew the n i g ht wou l d  

c ome soon and he tried to t h i n k o f  .other 

t h i n g s . He t houg h t  of t he B i g  Leag ues , to h i m  

t hey were t he " Gran L i g as " , a n d  h e  k n ew that 

t he Yan kees of New York were p l aying 

t he " T i gres "  o f  Detro i t .  

Thi s  i s  the second d ay n ow that I d o  n o t  

k n o w  t he resu l t o f  t h e  " j ueg os " , he t houg h t . 

But I must have c on f i dence and I mus t be worthy 

of the g reat D i Magg i o  w ho d oes · a l l t h i n g s  

per f ec t l y  even w i t h  t he pa i n  o f  t he bone s pur 

i n  h i s  hee l . ( 57 ) 

San t i ag o  a l so tri es t o  c ompare D i Mag g i o  w i th he 

h i mse l f .  He t h i n k s  that D i Magg i o  wou l d  a l so have s tayed 

on the sea as l on g  as he is d o i n g  now i f  D iMag g i o  were a 

f i sherman: 

Do you be l i ev e  t he grea t D i Magg i o  

w i t h a f i s h  as l on g  as I w i l l  s tay 

one? he t houg h t . 

wou l d  

w i th 

s tay 

this 

I am s u re he wou l d  a n d  m o r e  sin c e  he is youn g 
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and s t ron g . A l so h i s  f a ther was a f i she rman . 

( 57- 58) 

L i k e  San tiago , D i Mag g io an d the n eg ro a re a l so never 

d es perate . T hey a l ways try hard to s how t he i r  e x i s t

an c es . D i Magg i o  a l ways makes 9 rea t e f f o r t  i n  every base

ba l l g ame , by show i n g  h i s  a x i s tance as a g rea t base ba l l  

p l ayer . W h i l e  t he netjro has a l so made t remen d ous e f f o r t  

t o  p rove that h e  i s  rea l l y  a g re a t  a t h l e te ,  a l t houg h 

San t i ag o  can f i n a l l y  d e f ea t  him . 

San t i ag o  hopes t h a t  he c an be as s t rong and pro f es

s i on a l  as t hey are . As a f i sherman , he a l so has to be a 

pro fess i on a l  f i sherman who c a tc hes f i s h  per f ec t l y  as 

D i Magg i o  d i d  when he p l �yed base bal l .  

San t i ago a l so rea l i z es t h a t  he was born to be a 

f i s herman and i t  means tha t he has to d o  every t h i n g  as a 

c onseqLtence o ·f be i n g  a ·f ishermam . " Pe rh a ps I s hou l d  n o t  

have been a f i s he rman , he t houg h t . Bu t that w a s  t he t h i n k  

t ha t  I was born f o r 11 ( 42 ) . 

H e  i s  w i l l i ng to f ig h t  a g a i n s t  n a tu re to c a tc h f i sh 

f o r  t h a t  must be d on e  i f  someone was born to be a f i s her

man . T hu s , he sac r i f i c es eve r y t h i n g  n o t  bec ause o f  money 

but bec ause o ·f h i s  p r i d e  as a f .i !;he rtnan . T h i s  be l i e f  

g i ves h i m  s p i ri t t o  f i g h t  a f ter he has c aug h t  n o t  a 
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s i n g l e  f i s h  f o r  e i g h ty f ou r  d ays . I t  i s  a p pa ren t w hen he 

e x p resses h i s  o p i n ion abou t k i l i i ng a f i s h : tt You d i d  n o t  

k i l l  t he f i sh on l y  to k eep a l i ve and to se l l  f o r  f ood � he 

thoug h t . You k i l l ed h i m  f o r  p r i d e  an d because you a re a 

f i s herman " ( 90-91 ) .  

I f  he had done f i s h i n g  on l y  for money , he wou l d  

n o t  have b roug ht homa the mar l i n ' s  s k e l e ton w h i c h  means 

n o t h i n g  i f  i t  is c on si d e red materia l l y .  San tiago a p p rec i 

a tes h i s  t remend ous e f f o r t  i n  c a tc h i n g  t h i s  b i g  f i s h , he 

d oes n o t  v i ew i t  econ om i c a l l y  bu t more t han tha t . For 

h i m , the va l ue o f  h i s  s t rugg l e  an d sac r i f i c e  i n  g a i n i n g  

the m a r l in shou l d  be a p p rec i a ted . T hus , some t h i n d mus t  be 

e s t i ma ted based on t he mora l va l ues beh ind i t .  T here a re 

other t h i n g s  that a re more va l ua b l e  t han money . Ca rey 

s t a ted t ha t :  

T he o l d  f i she rman and the boy va l ue human 

re l at i onshi ps above mater i a l is m . T he 

f a t he r  and man y o f  the o t he r  f i s herman 

m a te r i a l  c o n s i d era t i on f i rs t : a man mus t 

boy ' s  

put 

c a tc h  

f i s h-otherwise he has n o  money ; o t herwise he i s  

n o t  a man ( 1 2 ) . 

T he quota t i on s hows t he c l ose re l a t i on sh i p  be tween 

Mano l i n and San t i ag o . The young boy l ea rn s  muc h f rom t he 
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o l d  man , he adm i res h i m . San t iago has s t rong se l f 

c on f i d e n c e  but on t he o t her han d , he i s  a hum b l e  pe rson . 

On t he sea , a f ter he has c a tc h  the ma r l i n ,  he f ee l s  t h a t  

h e  c an c a t c h  t he mar l in n o t  because o f  h i s  superi o r i ty . 

I t  i s  J us t  because o f  t he t r i c ks t h a t  he has mad e  in 

c a t c h i n g  the ma r l i n :  ' ' I am on l y  be t te r  t han him t h roug h 

t r i c kery and he mean t me n o  harm . ( 8 5 )  
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