
The 

CHAPTER V 

CONCLUS I ON 

rea sons o f  San t i ag o ' s s t rugg l e a re ,  

f rom t h e  o t he r  f i s he rmen ' s v i ew a n d  a t t i tud e . 

f i rs t l y ,  

Sec o n d l y �  

f rom h i s  i n n er se l f .  I t  seems d i f f i c u l t  to se par a te t hese 

two k i n d s  of c auses and to d e c i d e  w h i c h one is more 

d om in an t ,  bec ause t hey are c i ose l y  i n te r re l a t ed . 

San t i ag o l ives affionq o t h e r  peop l e  i n  a c ommun i ty ,  

h i s  ac t i v i t i es a r� i n terre l a ted tog e t he r  w i t h  t hem . 

· r he re f o re , he c a n  n o t  avo i d  j ud g emen ts o f  the o t h e r  

members o f  t h e  c ommun i ty .  On t he o t h e r  hand , he is a n  

i n v i d u a l  who has hi s o w n  o p i n i on s ,  v i ews , a n d  a t t i tudes 

a bou t each c on d uc ts he takes . T hese two k in d s  of c auses 

· can n o t  be sepa ra ted , eac h of t hem g i ves c on t r i bu t i on s  to 

s t ren g t hen San t iag o ' s e f f o r t  to c a t c h  f i s h .  T he i n f l u

ences f rom t he c ommun i ty can be sa id as the i n f l uen c es 

w h i c h  c ome f rom outs i d e  h i mse l f .  W h i l e  h i s own c harac ter-

i s t i c s , v i ews , and be l i e f s  a re s u p por t i A g  f ac t o r$ w h i c h 

c ome f rom h i s  inner se l f .  

T he o t he r  members o f  t he c ommun i ty ma ke fun o f  h i m �  

even c o n s i d e r  h i m  as un l uc k y  a n d  weak because h e  c a tc hes 

4 1  

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI THE STRUGGLE OF... NUR WULAN



42 

n o  f i s h  during eig hty four d ays . There i s  a c ommon k n ow l 

edge amon g t he members o f  the f i s he rmen c ommun i ty ,  that 

in order to be c a l l ed a success fu l f i sherman , one mus t be 

ab l e  to c atc h a t ru l y  b i g  f i sh . T hey u n d e res t i ma te San

tiago s i n c e  he c a n  n o t  f u l f i l  the req u i remen t and e x pe�

ta t i on of a rea l f i s he rman . 

As a no rma l human b e i n g , San t i ago c an n o t  neg l ec t  

t h i s  hum i l i a t ion toward h i m . He c an n o  l on g e r  bea r t he 

i n su l ts .  H i s  p r i d e  has en forced h i m  to p rove that he i s  

n o t  a " sa l ao '' . I n  f ac t , h e  is s t i l l  a true f is he rman 

d es p i te h i s  o l d  age . 

T he other f i s hermen ' s  view and a t t i tude make h i m  

remember of his ro l e  a s  a f i s he rman . T h i s  ro l e  req u i res 

h i m  to f u l f i l h i s  duty as a f i s he rman : c a tc h i n g  f i s h . For 

t h is d u t y  as a f i s he rman , San t i ag o  is w i l l i n g  to sac r i 

f i c e  h i s  l i f e a n d  endure a l on e  f o r  t hree d ays an d n i g hts 

on the sea . I f  he i s  succ ess f u l i n  c a tc h in g  f i s h , espe

c i a l l y  a ma r l i n ,  he can be a p p roved as a mem ber o f  the 

c ommun i ty because he has f u l f i l ed his d u ty . I t  means that 

he has done w h a t  t he o t h e r  membe rs o f  the c ommun i ty 

e x pec t h i m  to d o . 

T he p re ssu res comi n g  f rom ou ts i d e � that i s  f rom t he 

commun i ty ' s  v i ew and a t t i tude have awaken h i s  awa reness 
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as a f isherman . He has to prove that he i s  a rea l f i sher 

man , 

can . 

h i s  

i n  d o i n g  s o  h e  uses h i s  poten t i a l i ty a s  best as 

San t i ago wan ts to s how h i s  e x i s tanc e  by us i n g  

poten ti a l i ty a n d  c a pabi l i ty . H e  h a s  d e termi ned 

stay on the sea to f ig h t  un ti l he d ies . 

he 

a l l  

to 

H i s  s t rong se l f -con f i dence a l so p l ays an i m po r tan t 

ro l e  i n  h i s  s trug g l e  to c a t c h  t he mar l in and to pro tec t 

the f i s h  f rom t h e  sharks '  attac k . San t i ag o  i s  very o p t i 

m i s t i c  tha t  somed ay h e  w i l l  b e  l uc ky a n d  success f u l i n  

c a tc h i n g  a b i g  f i s h . 

Thus , t he i n f l uen c e  f rom the c ommun i ty ' s  v i ew a n d  

a t t i tude w h i c h  i s  supported b y  h i s  ten d en c y  o f  se l f  

ac tua l i z a t i on and h i s  strong se l f -c on f i de n c e  mo t i vate h i m  

t o  f i g h t  a l on e  o n  the sea . H e  c an on l y  b r i n g  home t he 

mar l i n ' s  s k e l e ton a f te ra l l �  i n  s p i te o f  h i s  l on g  s t rugg l e  

to g a i n  i t .  Howeve r ,  San t i ag o  i s  n o t  d i sappoin ted . He c an 

g o  home p roud l y  bec ause he has done h i s  d u ty as a f i sher-

man . 

F rom t he a n a l ys i s  w h i c h  I have made , I c an g e t  a 

c l earer d esc r i p t i on a bout t he c auses o f  San t i ag o ' s  s trug

g l e  on t he sea . He d oes not wan t to l oose his p r i d e  by 

be i n g  underesti ma ted and made fun o f  by h i s  f e l l ow f i sh

e r men . San t i a g o ' s  se l f-con f i de n c e
0

i s  restored a f te r  he 
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b r i n g  t he mar l in ' s  s k e l e ton bac k home . I t  i s  a very l arge 

f i s h ,  e i g h teen f ee t  f rom n ose to ta i l , and n a tura l l y  he 

takes p r i d e  i n  his c a tc h . Des p i te t he s k e l eton , t he 

peo p l e i n  San t iago ' s  v i l l ag e  are f asc i n a ted and shoc k ed 

by t he o l d  man ' s  success f u l  abi l i ty to s how h i s  q ua l i ty 

as a r�a l f i s herman . 

However , t h i s  peop l e ' s a t t i tude does n o t  c hange h i s  

s i mp l i c i ty as a f i s herman . H e  mere l y  l eaves t he harbor 

and go s t ra i g h t  home , reg ard l ess o f  the c rowd whi c h  is 

g a the r i n g  around h i s  b i g  f i s h . H e  is very t i red a n d  wan ts 

to have a l on g  rest . 

The read e rs can ta k e  the posi tive as pec ts o f  San tia

g o ' s  person a l i ty to be a p p l i ed in the i r  l i ves . I n  f ac i n g  

t rou b l es ,  t h e  readers may t a k e  l essons f rom San tiago ' s  

s t rugg l e  to g a i n  t he ma r l in .  He is never despera te , no 

ma t ter how d i f f ic u l t  and bad the si tua t i on i s . San t i ago 

has s t ro n g  s e l f-con f i d en c e , he be l i eves i n  his own 

s t ren g t h . T h i s  i n d i c a tes that someone mus t have s t rong 

se l f -con f i dence and n ever d epen d s  on o ther pe rson in 

order to be suc c ess f u l . His d ev o t i on to h is profess i on as 

a f i s herman i s  a l so i m po r tan t to be n o t i ced . San t i ago i s 

a profess i on a l f i s he rman , vi ewed f rom h i s  wi l l i n g n ess to 

sac r i f i c e  his l i f e to f u l f i l h i s  duty . He d oes n o t  ta k e  

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI THE STRUGGLE OF... NUR WULAN



4 5 

mater i a l  cons i d er a t i on i n  f is h i n g , the r e f o re he i n s i s ts 

to b r i n g  home the ma r l i n ' s  s k e l e ton . Ma ter i a l l y ,  t h i s  

s k e l e ton means n o t h i n g  bu t t he l on g  s trug g l e  t o  g a i n t he 

f i s h  s hou l d  be va l ued . 

I ho pe t h i s  thes i s  can g ive con t r i bu t ion to t he 

read ers in g enera l and the s tuden ts o f  l i terature i n  

pa r t i c u l a r . T he re a r e  many t h i n g s  tha t c an b e  d i sc ussed 

a bout t he nove l ; and mos t l y  a bou t San t i ag o  himse l f . 

Hopefu l l y ,  t h i s  thes i s  can g i ve more i n pu t  abou t the 

c auses of San ti ago ' s  s t rugg l e ,  n o t  on l y  as a f i s he rman 

bu t a l so as a member o f  soc i e ty . 
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