
CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

I.1. BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY 

1 

L i t erature i s  t he record o f  what men have thought a nd 

f e l t  about l i f e. a nd f rom tha t record the modern reader can 

e nr ich h i s  own meager exper i ence w i th the thought a nd emot i on 

o f  the past. 

L i t erary w ork such a s  nove l i s  the mos t  

pra c t i s ed and mos t wide l y  read f orm o f  l i t erature 

w or l d  t oday . Accord i ng to C l ara R eeve ' the novel is a 

of real life and manners, and the times in which 

written. '(We l l ek. 1 977 ) .  

w id e l y  

i n  the 

picture 

it is 

I n  th i s  t hes i s. the wr i t e r  chooses Graham Gre e ne . a 

Bri t i sh nove l i s t. Ou t s t a nding among h i s  nove l s  a re Br ighton 

Rock (1938 ) .  The Power a nd The G l ory (1940 ) .  a nd Th e  H eart Qf 

Th e  M a t t er (1 948) . H i s  charac t er i s t i cs i n  h i s  nove l s  are 

l acks o f  se l f-con f idence. l oss of f a i th a nd hope , the sense 

of f a i lure. the need f or adv i ce a nd author i ty, be cause 

are a bou t su ch weak e l eme nt . H e  is recogn i z ed by 

compe t ence t o  pu t h i s  ma i n  charac t ers i n  compl i cated 

t i on wh i ch make them strugg l e  hard to surv i ve . 

they 

h i s  

s i tua 

Hi s 

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI SCOBIE,S CONFLICTS IN... NURAINI



2 

i mag i na t i on i s  t he m i s t ery o f  human l ove whi ch serves as an 

a na l ogues f or the l ove o f  God and wh i ch i s  expressed more 

e f f ec t i ve l y  i n  t he a c t i ons o f  the s i mp l e  than i n  the words 

o f  t hose who are comm i t t ed to a creed . 

Th e  Heart o f  Th e  Mat ter i s  certa in l y Greene ' s  bes t 

nove l. As a devoted Catho l i c .  he mos t l y  i nvo l ve d  many i deas 

o f  h i s  fa i th in h i s  nove l s. He der i ves the good a nd ev i l deed 

from re l i g i ou s  v i ew . And h i s  preoccu pa t i on w i th huma n  s ins 

can be fou nd i n  t h i s nove l .  

I t  i s  a t rag i c  s tory o f  Major Scob i e  a s  an honest 

po l i cema n that eve ntua l l y can not ma i nta i n  the mora l conduct 

tha t  he has ga i ned from his fa i th .  Major Scob i e  is dep i c ted 

a s  a good-hearted ma n. and l i ves in a co l ony fu l l  of 

corrupt i on and dece i t. 

Scob i e  has a l a ck o f  commu n i ca t i on w i th h i s  wi f e , 

Lou i se. because o f  the dea th o f  a n  on l y  ch i l d .  He does not 

l ove h i s  wi f e  a nymore. a l l  tha t  rema i ns i s  a p i ty f or her . 

Next i t  can be observed tha t  h i s  re l a t i on w i th h i s  m i s t ress 

seems capab l e  on l y  of p i ty and h i s  f e e l ing f or her i s  c l ouded 

by th i s. F i rs t, he sees her as a su f f eri ng young w i dow who 

needs care and prot e c t i on. Bu t he can not preven t  h imse l f  t o . 

comm i t  adu l tery w i th her .  H i s  persona l respons i b i l i ty t o  h i s  

w i fe a nd h i s  mi s tress overwhe l med h i m  and u l t i mate l y  destroy 

h i m. 
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Hi s externa l conf l i c t  tha t cause 

des pera te and l one l y  are represent ed by the 

h im t o  

host i l e 

f e e l 

peop l e  

a nd the pr i est . Th e  worst t h i ng i n  his l i f e  i s  a f ter he makes 

fr i e nd wi th Yus e f .  a smugg l er .  he l ps him to commi t crime . 

The n  he l e t s  Yus e f  t o  k i l l  his l oya l servant t o  save h i s  own 

reputation from the soc i e ty .  F i na l l y he f e e l s  as a respons i

b l e  man from a l l mess a nd the so l ution f or hi s si ns i s  by 

commi t ti ng su i c i de . 

Ac tua l l y .  Scobie ' s  mi s t ake i s  tha t he does not wan t 

t o  re l y  upon God i n  time of troub l e  and sorrow . H i s  f a i l s  t o  

unders t a nd God and h i s  l ove i n  h i s  l i fe .  

I n  thi s  thesi s  the wri t e r  wa nts t o  exp l ore Greene ' s  

ways i n  revea l i ng how a man destroys himse l f  by comm i t t ing 

si ns and s u i c i de . And the wr i ter wou l d  l i ke to present that 

t he story of Ma j or Sco b ie cons ti t ut e s  the t ragedy of man i n  

misunders t a nd i ng G od ' s  l ove . 

I.2 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 

- I s  there a ny conf l i c t s  i n  " Th e  Heart o f  The Mat t e r " ?  

- Does t h e  s tory o f  Ma j or Scob i e  cons ti tute t h e  tragedy a s  

t h e  so l ution o f  mora l con f l i c t ? 
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I.3. OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY 

1) Scob i e ' s  t ragedy c a n  not be separa t ed from h i s  conf l i cts . 

He i s  res p e c t ed by the peop l e  i n  h i s  soc i e ty . Peop l e  

regards h i m  a s  a tough ma n who can so l ve t he prob l em 

eas i l y, even the pri es t . Ther e f ore, i t  seems no one who 

conso l e  h i m  whe never he i s  weary about h i s  l i f e nor h i s  

wi f e, so he keeps the prob l em i n  h i s  m i nd t i l l he can not 

s ta nd a nymore . F i na l l y he de c i des to comm i t  su i c i d e . And 

the ma i n  obj e c t i ve i s  that she t r i es to d i s cuss the con

f l i c t s  wh i ch oc cured i n  Scob i e ' s  character espe c i a l l y h i s  

mora l conf l i c t. 

2) Gre e ne , i n  h i s  nove l . conveys the b i g  prob l em i n  hwn an ' s  

l i f e ,  how one o f t e n  can not achi eve h i s  des i re to 

reconc i l e  w i th God a nd fa i l s to unders t a nd God ' s  l ove . I n  

genera l ,  t h i s  s t ory i s  about man ' s  re l a t i onsh i p  wi th h i s  

crea tor, so that i t  can be read by a nybody . I t  i s  

i nevi t ab l e  that human l i f e c a n  not be separa ted f rom the 

prob l em i t sel f as wha t i s  conveyed i n  the s tory such as 

i nj us t i ce .  corrupt i on .  den t h . poverty . Of t e n  man has to be 

a v i ct i m  of h i s  d i f f i cu l t  s i t ua t i on wh i ch he has t o  f ac e  

i n  rea l i ty .  Through t h i s the s i s  t h e  wr i t er wants t o  prove 

tha t  Scobi e ' s  t rage dy i s  caused by h i s l ack of se l f

con f i dence . the se nse of fa i l ure a nd ldss of fa i t h and 

hope . 
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I.4. SCOPE AND LIMITATION 

Sco b1 e's downf a l l can no t be s e para t ed from 'his 

co n fl i ct s . There fore . the wr i t er o f  t h i s thes i s  a t t emps to 

l im i t her d i s cuss ion by ana l yz i ng Ma jo r S co b i e' s  co n f l i cts . 

mo stly h i s  mora l co n f l i ct espec i a l l y  h i s  rel a t ion wi th God 

wh i ch eve n t ua l l y l eads h i m to h i s  tragedy . 

I.�. SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY 

Ho pe fu l l y ,  th i s  thes i s  i s  to g i ve · u,nders tand i ng o f  

l i t erature i n  the emphas ize on huma n l i fe through the 

descr i pt ion o f  the chara c t ers . 

I n  genera l . t h i s  s tory i s  about man ' s  relat ionsh i p  

w i th h i s  Crea tor so t ha t  i t  c a n  be read by a nybody . Also i t  

presents the d i f f i cu l ty o f  a moral man l i ke S cob i e  i n  

strugg l i ng aga i nt s  the mora l de cay around h i m .  I t  i s  

i nevi t able that human l i f e can no t be separated f rom the 

prob lom o f  l i fe i t s e l f .  

Though. the wr i t er i s  no t a Chr i s t i an, but she t r i es 

to follow a co ncept o f  Chr i s t i an i ty to a na l yze the to p i c  

c l ear l y . As we know The He art o f  The Mat t er i s  a Catho l i c 

nove l a nd the wr i t er shou l d  d i s cuss the problem f rom Catho l i c 

po i nt o f  v i ew. And i t  can be use ful for no n-Chr i s t i a n 

students more c l ose l y  i nto co nt a c t  w i t h  rea l i ty o f  l i fe . So 

t ha t  they can a l so e njoy a nd a ppre c i a t e  th i s  nove l as 

one o f  Greene ' s  mas t erp i e ce . eve nthough they have d i f f erent 
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re l i g i ous ba ckground . 

I.6. THEORETICAL BACKGROUND 

To descr i be t h i s  thes i s  c l e ar l y .  the wr i t er has 

chosen the obj e c t i ve theory as a l ead i ng theory . Th i s  theory 

a pproa ches the work as some th i ng s t a nd i ng free from poe t . 

aud i ence . and the e nv i ron i ng wor l d .  So i t  i s  ana lyzed and 

Judge by the i nt r i ns i c  cr i t er i a . I t i s  rea l l y  a part from the 

t a l k  o f  t he b i ograph i ca l  background . the background o f  the 

per iod when the wo rk was wr i t t e n. the ph i loso ph i ca·1 . 

psy cho l og i ca l . o r  a ny other f a c t ors c l ass i f i ed as the extri n

s i c  f a ct ors . Abrams s t a t e s  i n  The Mi rror and The LamD : 

" .Ob j e c t i ve or i en t a t i on wh i ch o n  pr i nc i p l e  
regards the work o f  art i n  i so l a t i on f rom a l l 
ext erna l po i nt s  o f  pre ference , ana l yz es i t  
a s  s e l f  s u f f e c i en t  ent i ty cons t i tuted by i t s 
parts in the i r  i nt erna l re l at i ons. a nd s e t s  
o ut to j udge i t  so l e l y by cri t er i a  i nt r i ns i c  
to i t s  own mode o f  be i ng . " C 1953 : 26) 

And the wr i ter a l so uses a Structura l approach 

f oc used on chara ct e r i za t ion . Th i s  is the e l ement the wr i t e r  

wants to emphas ize be fo re she comes to the ma i n  to p i c .  Graham 

Greene as the autho r .  i s  showi ng h i s  chara c t er as a weak but 

hero i c  man who be t rays shade o f  mora l super ior i ty and a l low 

h i mse f to be overwhe l med by the demands o f  human re l at io n

s h i ps . 
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For support i ng the Obj e c t i ve theory he wr i ter t h i nks 

that she needs a P sy cho l og i c al _ theory t o  s e e  the 

charac t e r i zat i on a nd al so the confl i c t occured i n  S c ob ie ' s 

personal i ty. why a man l i ke Scob i e  can comm i t  su i c i de for h i s  

solut i on o f  h i s  prob l ems . 

As we know. psy chology i s  the s cient i f i c s t udy o f  the 

behavi our of humans and other a n i mal s . L i nda L .  Dav i do f f 

s t a t ed i n  I ntroduc t i on t o  Psy cho l ogy that the ch i e f  goals o f  

psy chology are : 

" . .  the a c cura t e  a nd pre c i se descr i pt i ons o f  
c onduct. thoughts. and feel i ngs and the 
i nves t i ga t i on of the many var i able-bi olog i 
c al . personal . a nd soc i al-tha t i nt eract i n  
det erm i n i ng behavi our and men t al processes . "  
( p : 7 32 ) 

The f i el d  o f  psycho l ogy i s  there fore i nt im� t ely conne c t ed 

w i t h  phys i ology and w i th other behavi oral s c i ences such as 

anthropology a nd soc io l ogy . 

I. 7 METHOD OF THE STUDY 

Th i s  s t udy i s  a k i nd o f  l i brary research s i nce i n  

deal i ng w i th· t he problem. the wr i t er colle c t s  data f rom 

books, art i c l es a nd o ther pr i nt e d  ma t er i al rel at ed t o  the 

f i gure of Graham Gree ne as the author and h i s  works . 

part i cularly the novel The Heart o f  The Mat t er . 

Cont ent analys i s  me t hod i s  appl i ed f or 

unders t a nd i ng t he content i t sel f . The i nt erpret at i on i s  

based on the cont ent wi thout a ny i nt er f erence f rom a ny other 
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fa c t ors c lassi fi ed as the exte rnal f a c t or . Th e  content o f  the 

st ory co nsists o f  some e l ements such as p l ot . se t t i ng. 

chara c t e r, theme . and e t c . To a na lyze those e l emen t s . the 

wr i t er w ill re l at e  i t  w i t h the theory and approaches 
. 

su i t-

ab l e  f or her ana lyz i s . 

I.8. KEY TERMS 

Heart 

the essence o f  an obje c t . < Ev i so n . 1988 : 17 4> 

Ma t t er 

prob l em .  < Ev i son . 1988: 2 31 ) 

The Heart o f  the Ma t t e r  i s  the essen c e  o f  the prob l em .  

Scob i e . as a n  Ass i s t a n t  commi ss i oner, co� i t  a s er i es o f  

t ransgress io n fo r re aso n  tha t  are more comp l ex than c a n  be 

e x p l a i ned away by g i ven fact tha t  he is eas i ly moved t o  p i ty . 

Tragedy 

i s  a paradox i ca l  comb i na t i o n  of a fear f u l sense o f  r i gh t ness 

and a p i tying s e ns e  o f  wrongness . CMc Nul ty . 19 6 0 : 50 )  

P a t t ern o f  t rag�gy : 

the pri nc i pal t ragi c ch a r a c t e r  i s  typ i ca l l y  a n  out s t a nd i ng 

i nd i v i dua l superior i n  import a n t  respec t s . who comes i nto 

co n f l i ct with the power s t ruct ure . but is not so s trong as 

the counterforces o f  power . 
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- the course lead i ng to d i saster i s  take n . The hero losses 

some or a l l former freedom , and be comes i ncreas i ng l y 

i so l a t ed . 

- the he roes . no ma t t er how stro ng ,  f i nd themse l ves 

overwhe l med by c i rcumstances a nd the story comes to i t s 

u nha ppy and i nev i t a b l e  e nd . Usua l ly the pr i nc i pa l  tragi c  

figure d i es . ( Mc Nu l ty , 1960 : 5 0-51 > 

Chara c t e r  

i s  a n  i mag i ned perso n  who i nhab i t s a s to ry wh i ch i s  usua l ly 

bears human perso na l i t i e s that f amil i ar to the rea l l i f e  and 

rea l peop l e . A story can be dev i ded i nto two k i nds 9 f  

characters . ( Jacobs , 1986 : 1 35 ) 
- Major ch��r a chara c t e r  who br i ngs the mo st i mportant 

rol e i n  the story . 

- Mi nor chstr.!}C!;.�r. a cha ra c t e r  less i n  presentat ion . just to 

support the exi s t ance o f  the ma jor chara c t e r . 

CJacobs.1986 : 1 37) 

Cha racter izat i o n  

i s  the man if es tat ion o f  t he act ions o f  the charac t ers . I t  can 
' 

be comprehended through the a c t ions . u t t e rances, and 

a t t i tudes of the characte r .  We can obse rve it through the 
I 

d i rect s t a t eme nt s . the events , the d i alogues, the i nt erna l 

mono l ogues , othe r cha ra cters' a t t i t ude or i n forma t ion . e t c . 

Comprehens i vely i t  re fers to the accumula t ion o f  mo t i ves , I 
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des i res. emot i ons . and moral wh i ch bu ild personal i ty o f  th e 

characters . <G ill. 1985 : 9 0-105 ) 

Con fl i ct 

i s  a s t rugg l e  betwe e n  oppos i ng forces that can be a clash of 

a c t i ons. i deas. des i res or values . A chara c t e r  is in an i nner 

conflict whe n  i t  o ccurs i n  h i ms el f . dur i ng wh i ch he bat tles 

wi th some e l ements of h i s  own persona l i ty .  He is a n  out er 

conflict whe n  he has t o  s truggl e with " a n  exte-rnal force such 

as another chara c t e r . nat ure or soc i ety . 11 <Robert s . 19 8 6 : 1 0 2 -

103) . 

Th e  confl i ct may be phys i cal .  men t al. emot ional or moral 

con fl i c t . The ma i n  ch ara cter may be p i t t ed aga i nt s  some other 

persons ( man-againts-man ) ; he may be i n  confl i ct w i t h  some 

ext ernal force-- phys i cal nature, soc i e ty. or f a t e  ( man-

againts-environment J: or he may be i n  confl i c t w i th some 

elemen t s  i n  h i s  own nat ure ( man-againts-himsel� ). ( Perr i ne . 

1 9 6 6 : 59 ) . 

S t i ll concern i ng the types o f  confl i ct .  Jone� sa i d  tha t 

" F i rst i s  the phys i cal or elemen t al conf l i ct .  
Here we usually f i nd a man i n  con fl i ct w i th 
nat ure . . .  The se cond type o f  drama t i c  con fl i ct i s  
soc i a l  confl i ct . I n  t h i s  type the s truggle i s  one 
person aga i nt s  another . . .  The th i rd type o f  
confl i c t i s  i n ternal o r  psychol og i cal conf l i ct . 
Here we f i nd a man s t ruggl i ng aga i nt s  h imsel f . h i s  
gu il t , or s imply t ry i ng t o  d e c ide wha t  he i s  go i ng 
to do . (19 6 8 : 30-31 ) 
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Pity 

f e e l i ng o f  sorrow fo r the troub l ess. su f fering , e t c  fo r 

a no ther perso n . CEv i son.1983 : 28 1 ) . 

S i n  

i s  one o f  a group o f  co ncep t s  tha t r e f e r  to t he v io l a t io n  o f  

l aws . Actio n tha t vio l at e  human generat e d  l aws are l abe l ed 

crimes, o f fense . or misdemeanor . S i n  are act i o ns that vio l at e  

the l aws o f  God thus , the co ncept o f  sin requ ires a 

correspo ndi ng co nce pt o f  a God who has provided l aws that are 

to be obeyed 1. C Davido f f  , 1987:480 ) 

Sui c i de 

Th e  d e l i bera t e  a c t  o f  tak i ng one ' s  l i f e  or a se l f-murder . 

Sui cide can be ha ppened . those living a l one. i n  poor hea l t h 

or su f f er i ng from psychot i c  d e pressio n 

de l usio n o f  gui l t  and worth l e ssness ] . 

Escapist Su i c i de 

e s pe cia l ly wi th 

is mo tiva ted by the desire to f l ee from an · "into l erab l e "  

si tuation , seem to be mos t  commo n  i n  Wes t ern co untry . 

Escapists are like ly to have e xper i e nced a oubs t a nti a l loss 

and to f e e l de press ed. ashamed , gui l ty , and anx ious . or 

wort h l ess a nd t o  s e e  the f ut ure are ho pe l ess . 

C Dav i do f f  , 1987 : 49 2-49 3 
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I.9. ORGANIZATION OF THE PAPER 

The wri t er o f  th i s  thes i s  orga n i zes t h i s  thes i s  i n t o  
. 

f i ve cha pters. She beg i ns i t  wi th the i nt roduc t i on wh i ch 

c o ns i t s  of the background why she chooses The Heart of rhe 

Mat ter as the nove l goi ng t o  be ana l ysed . And a l so the ma i n  

t o p i c  o f  t he prob l em tha t i s  a s t udy of Scob i e ' s  c o nf l i cts 

wh i ch f i na l l y cause h i m  t o  h is down fa l l . for d e ta i l 

exp l an a t i o n  about h i s  con f l i c ts . it wi l l  be d is cuss i n  cha p t e r  

f our . 

I n  cha p t e r  two she s t a t e s  the theory us ed t o  a na l yse 

the t op i c .  wh i ch the ory i s  su i t ab l e  t or the ana l ys i s . 

Be s i des . sh e t r i es t o  f i nd other re l a t ed l i t erat ures wh i ch 

t a l ked about t h i s  nove l . Th ere are .Graham Gre e ne : On the 

Fron t i er by Mar i a  Cou t o  and Graham Greene : Con t em12 oraa 

Wr i t e rs by Joh n  Spur l i ng .  

The th i rd cha p t e r  ta l ks about the synops is of the 

nove l . The next cha p t e r  dea l s  w i th the ana l ys is .  and i t  

cons ists o f  t he d i scuss i o n  o f  Scob i e's i nner con f l ict wh i ch 

needs a l ong e xp l anat i on than h is ou t e r  conf l.i c t . And the 

i mpor t a n t  thi ng in h is i nner con f l i c t. tha t is l oss i ng his 

fa i th, a lack o f  self-conf idence, the sense ot h i s  fa i l ure 

and despa i r  a nd i n  the e nd of t he s t ory he deci des to end· h i s  

l i fe by comm i tt i ng sui c i de. 

T o  e nd up the d i scuss i on ,  the wri t e r  make s  a con-

.. 
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c l us i on a bout wh at she wa nts to a ch i eve by a na l ys i ng the 

to p i c .  That i s  we as a human beinq sho u l d  have a stro nq faith 

to mai n t a i n  our mo ra l from the bad t em pt a t ion in our l ife . 

A nd we should have be lieved i n  God a nd l ove o f  Him d nyt ime . 

I t  seems th at Scob i e  does not want t o  re l y  upo n  God a f t er h e  

d i d  a s i n . However .  h i s  hes i tat i on t o  rea l l y  be l i eve i n  

salva t i on for h i m  sh ows h i s  unwi l l i ngness to restore h i s  

re l a t ionsh i p  wi th God . Th e wr i t er put s  the co nc l us io n  in 
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