
App en d i x - - 1  

SYNOPSIS 

The nove l " T he Hea r t  of T he Mat t er " by G r a ham 

G r eene t a l k e d  a bout Ma j o r  Henr v  Sc o b i e ,  a Cat ho l i c  p o l i c ema n 

r espect e d  by t he peop l e  i n  t he town . He h a d  a w i fe ,  Lou i se .  

who l oved a r t  a n d  poet r y .  Lou i se used t o  c a l l h i m  T i c k i . a 

n i c k name t hat Scob i e  hat e d  v e r y  muc h .  Scob i e  had been a 

p o l i ceman for f i fteen yea r s . 

T he conf l i c t begu n whe n he we nt t o  see t he C omm i s

s i one r .  T he Comm i s s i oner t o l d h i m  t hat he wou l d  soon be 

ret i r i ng ,  a n d t he man w ho wou l d be r ep l ac i ng h i m  was not 

Scob i e ,  but a not her ma n -- a vou ng e r  one - - who wou l d  be s e nt 

-f rom Gamb i a . 

He k new t hat Lou i se wou l d  b e  d i sappo i nt e d  because he 

wasn ' t 9 o i nq t o  be t he new Comm i ss i oner : a n d  s he was . S he 

w i s h e d  t hat she c ou l d  g o  t o  Sout h A � r i c a ,  because s he c ou l d  

not s t a n d  t he 9 oss i o .  Sco b i e  f e l t  t ha t  i t  was h i s  r esoons i 

b i  l i t y  t o  make Lou i se hap o y . vet i n � i ft e e n  yea r s  a l l t ha t  he 

g ave her were d i s sat i sf ac t i o n a n d  d i saooo i ntment . The l es s  he 

nee de d Lou i se ,  t he more c o nsc i ous he bec ame of h i s  r e so o ns i 

b i  l i t v fo r  her hapo i ness . 

T he next c o nf l i c t  c a n  be see n whe n  Lou i se wa n t e d  t o  

t a k e  a t r i o  t o  Sou t h Afr i c a a n d  S c o b i e  d i d  not have enoug h 

mone y . I n  t he mo r n i ng .  Lou i s e �c r e e d  h i m  t o  Q e t  he r a o as s a q e  

t o  Sout h A f r i c a .  But Sc o b i e  �a i l e d  t o  g et some m o nev f r om t he 
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bank for her cassag e . So he went to t he doc k ,  a n d  p erform h i s  

dut y  t o  c hec k -for smug g l e d d i amon ds i n  "Esc e r a nc a 11 • a s h i c  

t hat had got i n  t hat mor n i ng .  He foun d  a l et t er i n  t he Cap 

t a i n ' s c a b i n ,  who t hen beg g e d  h i m  not t o  recort i t  a n d  t r i e d 

t o  b r i be h i m .  Sc o b i e  kept t he l et t e r , a n d  aft e r  r ea d i ng i t  i n  

h i s  off i ce ,  he bur ned i t .  a n d  t he n  went home . Lou i se c r i e d 

d i sapp o i nt i ng l y when s he k new t hat Sco b i e  d i d n ' t g et t he 

money for t he p assag e .  T hey a u a r r e l l e d t hat n i g ht ; Lou i se 

t houg ht t hat he wanted her dead l i ke t he i r daug hter so he 

c ou l d be a l o n e ,  but Sc o b i e  defe nds h i mse l f  t hat a l l he wa n t e d  

i s  her hap p i ness a n d  at l ast he p r om i se d  her t o  f i x  i t .  

On h i s  way t o  Bam ba . he g o t  a fever . He k e c t  awake a n d  

s l eep i ng .  a n d  A l i t ook a Q OO d  c a r e  o f  h i m .  I n  h i s  feve r . he 

d reamt about t he 200 p o1.rn d s  t hat he s hou l d  g e t  for Lou i se ' s 

passage . When t hey · a r r i ved at Bamba , Sco b i e  dec i de d  t o  g o  t o  

t h e m i ss i o na r y  � i r st .  a n d  h a d  a t a l k  w i t h  F at her C l av a bout 

Pembert o n ' s deat h .  Aft er t hat t hey went t o  t he D . C . ' s  

bung a l ow .  Pembe r t o n  l e ft a note i n  h i s  off i c e  f o r  h i s  fat her . 

a n d  t he s i g na t u r e  was " D i c k y " . Sc o b i e  a r r a n9 e d  Pembe r t o n ' s 

bur i a l  a n d  t he n went t o  s l eec . a n d  aq a i n dreamt a bout t he 200 

o ou nds and Lou i se and a l et t e t· w h i c h  s i 9 ne d  " D i c: k v "  C\nd 

somet i me s  " T i c: k i 11 •  A n d  -f i na l l v  he got a so l u t i o n t ha t  he have 

t o  bor r ow t he monev � ro m  Yuse-f . t he most c o r ruo t e d  ma n i n  t he 

co l on v .  
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Sc o b i e  a o t  home t ha t  n i a ht ,  fe l t  sat i sT i e d t hat he had 
- -

dcne h i s  dut y :  t o  ma k e  Lou i se hap�y .  T he n  Yusef c ame . He r e , 

we k now t hat S c o b i e  bor r ow e d  t he money f r om Yusef w i t h  fou r  

p e r c ent i nt e r est . Then Yusef t a l k e d  a bout d i amo n ds . H e  sa i d  

t hat t he po l i c e hu n t e d  t he w r ong Syr i a ns . He s a i d  t hat Ta l -

l i t ' s  cous i n  was sa i l i ng i n  t he n e x t  Po r t uguese s h i o ,  a n d  he 

wou l d h i de t he d i amo n ds i n  t he c r ops of t he p a r rot t hat he 

broug ht . 

On h i s  way home . Sc o b i e w e n t  t o  t he Cat ho l i c  C hu r c h  

for a c o nfess i o n .  He c o nfessed t o  Fat her Rank t hat h e  had 

m i s s e d  o ne Mass and o n e  ho l i da y  o b l i g at i o n .  He a l so sa i d  t hat 

he fe l t  t i r e d  of h i s  re l i g i o n .  a n d  he t r i e d t o  l ove Go d .  but 

he d i d n ' t s u r e  t hat he even be l i eve , a n d  that he fe l t  emo t v .  

The wo r ds o f  a bso l u t i o n d i d n ' t m a k e  h i m  fee l r e l i eve d .  a n d  

t he c r aver aft e r  t he Confess i o n  was j ust a r o u t i � i t v  f o r  h i m .  

Pa r t  t h r ee o� t he sec o n d  book st a r t e d  w i t h  t he s c e n e  

of He l e n ' s hut . S c o b i e  w a s  t he r e . T he v  h a d  a o ua r r e l l .  be-

c a u se S c o b i e  keot t he i r  r e l a t i o n s h i o  a sec r et . S he was t i r ed 

o� a l l h i s c aut i o n .  He c ame a n d  went i n  t he da r k  eve r y  n 1 q h t .  

S he was a l so j ea l ou s  of Lou i se . bec ause S c o b i e  w a s  ma r r i e d t o  

h e r . a n d  h e  cou l d n � t ma r r v He l e n .  bec ause he w a s  a Cat ho l i c :  

a Cat ho l i c  c ou l d n ' t have t wo w i ves . A t  l ast . H e l e n  t o l o h i m  

t o  q o  awa v . a n d  never t o  c ome bac k .  Sc o b i e  d i d  a s  she w i s ne d .  

When he a r r i ve d  home . he w r o t e  a s h o r t  l et t e r  t o  He l e n .  

t e l l 1 nq her t ha t  he l ov e s  he r mo r e  t ha n  Go d .  t he n  s l i o o e d  i t  
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u nder her hut ' s  doo r . 

A t  m i dn i Q ht .  i n  t he r a i n .  Sco b i e  went t o  H e l en ' s hut . 

At f i rst he hes i ta t e d  t o  k no c k  t he doo r . I f  he d i dn ' t c ame , 

he wou l d  have h i s  s i mo l e  q oo d l i fe aqa i n � t he g oo d  l i fe 

t emp t e d  h i m  i n  t he dar k  l i k e  a s i n . Vet , he k noc k e d . a n d  

He l e n  was s o  q l ad t hat h e  c ame . But Sco b i e  d i dn ' t s t a v  t hat 

n i g ht .  S he d i dn ' t r ec e i ve h i s  l et t e r  and fe l t  t hat somebodv 

was wat c h i ng .  When Sc o b i e  got home , he found a t e l eg r am f rom 

Lou i se ,  say i ng t hat s he was on her way home . 

T he nex t  n i g ht ,  Sc o b i e  was i nv i t e d  to have d i n n e r  at 

t he c l u b .  T he r e  he met He l e n ,  but t hey p re t e n de d  t ha t  t hev 

d i dn ' t rea l l y  k now eac h ot he r . He t o l d  He l e n ,  when he g ot t he 

He l e n s a i d  i n  h e r  l et t e r t hat i f  Sc o b i e  want e d  t o  l eave her . 

s he wou l d  acc e o t  i t .  T hen Yusef t h re a t e n e d  Sc o b i e :  e i t he r  

Scob i e  h e l o e d  Y u s ef b v  o i v 1 n<;1 t he c a p t a i n  o f  " Esc e r a nc a " . 

w h i c h  wou l d  be i n  t he dav a � t e r  tomor r ow , a oac Ka<;Je � o r  h i m .  

o r  Yusef wou l d  a i ve t he l et t e r  t ha t Scob i e  ha d wr i t t e n  t o  

He l e n , to Lou i s e .  When t he " Eso e r· a. nc a "  was i n  t he ha r· boLu- . 

Sc o b i e  d i d  a s  he was t o l d  bv Y u s ef a n d  g ave t he oac k ao e  t o  

t he c ao t a i  n .  

Lou i se t o l d  S c o b i e  t hat W i l so n  was i n  l ove w i t h  her . 

T hen s he a s k e d  Sco b i e t o  oo t o  t he Mass aa � 1 n  w i t h  h e r  t he 

ne x t  mor n i ng .  T h e n  Sc o b i e  went t o  t he C hu r c n �o r t he 

Con�ess i o n .  He w a s  so c o n�use d .  w he t he r  t o  l ea ve He l e n .  a n d  
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r es i g n  h i s  j ob ,  or t o  l eave Lou i se .  I n  t he box of Confess i on ,  

he s a i d t o  Fat her Rank t hat he had comm i t t e d  adu l te r y .  The 

answer t hat F at her r a n k  gave h i m  was p re d i ct ab l e  t o  h i m �  a n d  

he k new i t  wasn ' t t he w a y  o u t  t o  so l ve h i s  p r ob l em .  

I n  Yusef ' s off i c e ,  S c o b i e  t o l d h i m  a bout h i s  wor r i es 

about A l i .  Scob i e  was afra i d  t hat maybe A l i wou l d  t o l d  h i s  

step -brot her , who wor k e d  for W i l so n ,  a bout h i s  r e l at i on s h i p  

w i t h  He l en ,  and so W i l son wou l d  k now a bout i t  t o o .  Yusef t o l d  

h i m  t hat he wou l d  t ake c a r e  of t h e  p ro b l em fo r Scob i e ,  a n d  

t o l d Sco b i e  t hat he wou l d s e n d  h i s  boy to fet c h  A l i .  Yusef 

made Sco b i e  drunk w h i l e  t hey wer e  wa i t i ng for A l i .  Su d de n l v .  

Scob i e  hear d A l i ' s  sc ream out s i de .  When he got out , he fou n d  

t hat A l i was a l readv dead . Sc o b i e  c r i e d i n  p i t y  a n d  reQ r et . 

He fe l t  t hat he h a d  k i l l e d  t he G o d  t hat he l oved t hat h a d  

been fa i t hfu l to h i m  f o r  f i fteen yea r s .  

Aft e r  t hat , h e  d r ove to t he Churc h .  T he r e , h e  c rave d :  

he sa i d  t o  God t hat he p r efe r r e d  t o  d i e  a n d  g a ve H i m  oa i n  

rat her t ha n  g ave p a i n  t o  He l e n or Lou i se ,  because he c ou l d n ' t  

obser ve H i s  suffe r i ng .  But a not h e r  vo i c e i n  h i s  heart r ec l i e d 

t hat he c ou l d g o  on w i t h  h i s  l i fe ,  a n d  c hoose Lou i se or 

He l en ,  e i t her one of t hem wou l dn ' t suffe r too g r eat . and as 

l o ng as he l i ve , he st i l l  had hope t hat he wou l d  c ha n g e  h i s  

m i n d about comm i t t i ng su i c i de .  
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