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Graham Greene . Eng l ish nove li s t . was born at Berk

hamps t e ad . Hert f ordshi re. where his f a ther was headnlaster o f  

the Berkhampst ead School . He was educa t ed a t· Ba l lio l Col l ege . 

Oxford . and then was sub-edi t or of the London Times from 

1926-1930. I n  1927 he married Vivien Dayre l l-Browning , and 

they have a son a nd a daughter . He has trave l l ed a good· deal 

i n  Ameri ca a nd l ived f or some time i n  M exico , whi ch has bee n  

a s cene o f  more than one o f  his books . His i nner life i s  

considera b l y  more importa nt. A convert t o  the Roman Catho l i c  

Church , his re li gion has co l ored everything h e  has wri t t en . 

Harry Sy l ve s ter, i n  the Commonweal, ca l l ed him the first 

major E ng lish nove list who was a Catho l i c . 

Greene has been a wide l y  a c c l aimed � nd popu l ar author 

t hroughout most of his l ong career . His promi nence derives 

mai n l y  f rom his nove l s. most of whi ch pursue his obsession 

wi th the darker side of human nature wi thin the context of a 

spy thri l l er or adven t ure s t ory . Greene is des cribed as a 

Ca tho l i c  wri t er : the human strugg l e. between f ai t h  and doubt 

a nd the despair and a l i e na tion of modern humani ty are 
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cons t a n t  theme i n  his work . I n  spi t e  o f  his many decide l y  

Ca tho l i c  concerns . Greene i s  a n  f nt e l l e ctua l nonco n f ormist . 

He rej e c t s  sys t emati c adherence t o  the pr� cep t s  a nd a ny 

contemporary re l igion or i nst i t u tion . 

Wor l d  t rave l has be en a n  integra l part o f  Gree ne ' s  

l i f e. His impressions a nd experi e nces during th ese t rips are 

re corded in hi s non fi ction a nd contribut e to th e auth en ti city 

of detai l and s e t ti ng i n  his nov e l. He i s  known by Greeneland 

because o f  the observed d e t ai l s  i n  his nove l s  are care f u l l y 

and ac cura t e l y  des cribe . The idea o f  Greene l a nd irri t a t e s  

Greene : 

This is I ndo-Chi na. I want t o  exc l aim . this 
i s  Mexi co .  this i s  Sierra Leone care fu l l y and 
accura t e l y  described. I have bee n a newspaper 
correspondents as we l l  as a 
nove list . . . .  ( 1939 : 6 0) 

Chi ldhood i n  Greene ' s  wor l d  i s  th e neare s t  thi ng to 

heav e n  on e arth : a time o f  pea ce. t rus t . con fident identi ty. 

re l axed conununi a l l ivi ng. absence o f  th ose twi n  anxi e ties 

l os s  and hope and above a l l ,  through the medium of chi l dren's 

fic tion, o f  magi ca l ly reconci l i ng perfect taken for granted 

security wi th un l imit e d  adventure. I f  his own fi c tion o f t en 

seems deso l a t e  and pessimisti c. i t  is not because i t  contai ns 

no .g limpses o f  a be t t er wor l d : on the contrary. like the b l ue 

passages tha t  this bet t er wor l d  i s  cons ta n t l y  f l ashing i t s 

sig n a l t o  us. 
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Greene ' s  ear l y  nove l s  are domi na t ed by re l igi ous 

themes a nd are co nsidered his fin es t work . B righton Rock 

( 1938 ) . The Power and The G l ory ( l940 ) ,  a nd · The Heart Of The 

Ma t t er ( 1948l . whi ch re cei ved the J ames Tait B l ack Memori a l 

Priz e, exp l ore the gray mora l area between right ' or wrong and 

exami ne the re l a tionshi p be twe e n  sin and redempt i on . 

I n  addi tion t o  his Catho l i c  nove l s .  Greene has 

writ t en comedies a nd s py fi cti o n, Our Man in Hava na(1958 ) is 

set in Cuba months before Fide l Cast ro's revo l uti on , Trave l 

with My Aunt(1969 ) .  Human Fac t or(19?8> . a nd Th e  Tenth Man 

{1985 ) .  

There are three aspe c t s  of the same time, gudrante e 

Greene ' s  s t ayi ng power. The firs t is that behind the 

a t t i t udes--Greene does exp l ore real pai n a nd unha ppiness and 

not a l ways so l e l y i n  his prot agoni s t s . The pai n i s  f e l t  

through h i s  prot agonists . but i t  is of ten drawn of f the 

subsidi ary · charact ers . I n  thi s  sense . one c a n  say that 

Gree ne ' s  fi ction has a genuine re l igious dime nsion . not t o  be 

confused wi th that me l odrama ti c ba ckdrop of good and evi l  

which he used a s  a way of raising the s takes and l ayi ng on 

the co l ours . 

The second thi ng that makes Gree ne more than a 

t emporary phenomenon is . paradoxi ca l l y .  wha t  i s  most contem

porary about him :  his s e t tings and si t u a tions . I n  s pi t e  o f  

i t s  di s t ortions . Greene l and is rea l . No E uropea n  wri t er since 
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Conrad has put the hot. poor and foully gover.ned places of 

the earth on paper as vividly as· Greene. This is not to . say 

that he has described them as they are. from the point of 

view of God or even of their inhabitants, but as they . ap

peared and smelt and felt and tasted to the European visitor 

in the middle decades of the twentieth century. So the true 

political element is intrinsic to his settings and forms a 

kind of parallel to the spiritual element. for it too invol

ves the tension between apartness and collusion. 

The third thing. in a generation or two. if it does 

not already. this kind of detachable sentiment which can be 

put into the mouth of any protagonist. will sound as quint as 

some of Richard Hannay•s sentiments. But in that the protago

nists' self examinations. however slicky expressed reflect 

those of a man who could never forgive and forget the process 

of growing up. they will continue to have meaning: not just 

for students of the particular author Graham Greene. but for 

any reader trapped in that narrow but sometimes lifelong 

defile leading from dependence and immaturity to responsi

bility for one's actions and the happiness for other. 
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