
CHAPTER IV 

ANALYSIS 

27 

To analyze Scobie's tragedy, the writer wants to look 

at the elements of the story . before the writer comes to the 

main topic. those are character and his conflicts. From 

those elements. it can be seen what kind of character 

Scobie is and the conflict which occurs in his personality. 

and also what kind of society can influence him for becoming 

a sinful! man. then finally he decides to end his life 

tragically. 

IV. 1 CHARACTER 

In this thesis the writer wants to analyze a major 

character in this novel. that is Major ScQbie. Actually. he 

describes as a good-hearted man but he is easily moved to 

pity. Scobie's actions are impelled as much by the pressure 

of events as by his character. The result is a complex 

portrayal of a weak but heroic man who betrays shades of 

moral superiority and allows himself to be overwhelmed by the 

demands of human relationships. The worst thing is that all 

-who come in close contact with him are more or less tainted 

by his perception of them as object of pity or scorn. 

To some people. inevitably the environment may affect 
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their lives. But how can the corrupted environment influence 

a good-hearted man like Scobie. who tries hard to fulfill his 

church teachings. Considering that the setting has an 

important role to inf lunce Scobie, it is necessary to analyse 

West Africa first. West Africa where Scobie dwells is 

depicted as the corrupted world. He is too familiar with the 

widespread of crime. injustice. violence and corruption. And 

it seems that the world is abandoned by God. Therefore they 

hardly find justice, happiness and peace. 

" This isn't a climate for emotion. It is a 
climate for meaness. malice. snobbery. but 
anything like hate or love drives a man off 
his head." (p:31) 

Scobie observes his surrounding as a place where 

there no hope to en joy and a peaceful life as he wishes. His 

feeling that there is no hope of happiness for his life and 

also for other people is shown in his own despair. Like other 

people. Scobie also needs a bosom friend who.can listen to 

his problems and helps him to find a solution. His job and 

the environment often encumber him but he has to face the 

burden alone. 

On the surface. it seems that Scobie is a tough man 

who can handle his proffesional and his personal problem 

well. but in reality he also requires a hand to give him a 

strength to get through hard temptation. On the contrary. 

most people in the colony entrust him as the one who can help 
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them solve their problems. They even believe Scobie more than 
. 

the priests like father Clay remarks: 

" If people are in trouble they'd go to you. 
Scobie. not to me .. . And if you were in trou
ble where would you go?. Cp:l76) 

As the priests. there who are supposed to help the laymen. 

they can not make people. including Scobie. feel free in 

telling their problems. In addition to that. father Ray's 

gesture in listening to Scobie1s problem makes him feel the 

priest•s boredom. Therefore. it seems that there is no one 

who console him whenever he is weary about his life. His 

feeling of despair and loneliness due to the environment make 

him unable to stand againts with the hardship of life. It 

happens then. he is eventually influenced by the moral decay 

there. 

Furthermore. Greene describes his character as a man 

who does not have a happy marriage. Scobie and his wife do 

not have a good communication in which they can share their 

problems. As a wife, Louise should become his friend that can 

share his burdens and tries to discuss his problems together. 

But it seems that she is too preoccupied with her misery. 

especially after their daughter passes away, so that she does 

not care about her husband1s feelings. She never appreciates 

her husband's accomplishment as a honest policeman. what he 

needs from her is support and consolation. Their discrepancy 

makes Scobie feel more desperate and lonely. It can be seen 
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. 
that he does not love his wife anymore and all that remains 

only a pity. Pity. his only link with Louise. is complemented 
. 

by an alarming sense of responsibility for her happiness and 

well-being. 

" No man could guarantee love forever. but he 
had sworn fourteen years ago. at Ealing. 
silently during the horrible little elegant 
ceremony among the lace and candless, that he 
would at least always see to it that she was 
happy o 

II ( p: 57) 

Even his colleogues pity him for having wife like 

that. From their conversation it can be noted that he should 

take another woman. Therefore Scobie even thinks that being 

lonely in struggling his problem is a part of his life as it 

is depicted by Greene on page 128 

11 It seemed to Scobie later that this was the 
ultimate border he had reached in happiness: 
being in darkness, alone, with the rain fall 
ing. without love or pity." 

After his wife leaves to South Africa, his loneliness 

become greater and it leads him to become intimate wih Helen. 

he can feel that they can get along with each other. At 

first. Helen can fill his sense of loneliness since they can 

talk about daily conversation that is hardly find with 

Louise. In fact, Scobie and Helen represent two lonely and 

miserable people. If Scobie is lonely because of his wife's 

ignorance, Helen is due to her husband and child death. 

Scobie and Helen that they are in the same boat. 
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" They had an immense sense of security : that 
they were friends who could never be anything 

else than friends . . .  They hadn't got to worry 
about what they should say to each 
other. " ( p : 1 33 J  

Scobie's love affair with Helen. doomed as much by 

his own furtive· guilt as by the attitudes of the colonial 

group to which they be l ong. furthers the complications . 

Proffesional spies. informers. and gossips together conspire 

to destroy to individual peace . More realistic is the concern 

Scobie feels for the shipwrecked He l en and the child who d i es 

as he is reading a story to him- a tender passage with Scobie 

as a father figure and the child bringing back memories of 

his own dead. 

After committing sins. he becomes lose his faith even 

when he is insult ed by Helen. As it has been discussed that 

in his society, Scobie is regarded as the only honest person 

in the midst of dishonest and corrupted people. In his 

lone l iness. he can not find a Christian who can comfort and 

pray for him when he is in trouble. On the other hand. he has 

to face Helen ' s  disregard. Helen as his mistress. for exam

ple , can not understand the reason why he has to maintain his 

marriage to Louise if he has to keep on seeing her. It seems 

to her it is ridiculous to believe in God , hell , sin, and 

damnation as the way Scobie does. 

As Catholic . he tries hard to behave according to his 

faith . After committing adultery , Scobie doubts whether he 

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI SCOBIE,S CONFLICTS IN... NURAINI



cou l d  attend to mass or not. He knows that he should not have 

a Commun i on unless he confesses h i s  s i n . However. i t  i s  

dif ficu l t  for him t o  g o  for he can not confess without trying 

torestore h i s  s i n. Scobi e  can not prom i se to God that he w i ll 

break h i s  relat i onsh i p  w i th Hel�n. On the other hand, he i s  

oppressed by h i s  w i fe's demands to attend ' the mass . He 

expects that she can understand his fee l ings. Meanwhile 

Helen ' s  response i s  really d i sappo i nt i ng h i m. She tells him 

to go and confess everything for it does not change the 

thi ngs that he is i n  mortal s i n  and i t  makes Scob i e  more 

depressed . 

" Wel l she said w i th the same undertone o f  
cont empt that seemed to pu l l  her apart from 
h i m, i nto the sa fety o f  the shore . can ' t  you 
go and con fess everyth i ng now? A fter a l l i t  
does not mean you won ' t  do i t  aga i n. " ( p : 20 3 >  

P i ty . is thus rendered as the destructive element. 

the observe s i de of pr i de. the negat i ve s i de o f  compassion . 

Too deep l y  wounded to care about anything unt i l  he meets 

Helen Rolt , he seems capable only of p ity and h i s  feel i ng for 

He l en i s  c l ouded by th i s. Scobie sees h i mself as morally 

super i or to both , hati ng the one and sorry for the other 

unable to escape from e i ther. He moves. i nstead , i n  a state 

o f  moral exhaust i on from one prob l em worthy o f  h i s  p i ty to 
ic,· 

the other. At one l eve l the narrat i ve suggests that persona l 

respons i b i l ity to h i s  wi fe and mi stress overwhelmed h i m  a nd 

ult imately destroy him . On page 146. there are sentences 
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show i ng his lose of relig i on .  

" I don ' t  know how to put it , Father. but I 
feel-tired of my religion. It seems to mean 
nothing to me . I ' ve tried to love God , but- ' 
he made a gesture which the priest could not 
see, turned side ways through the grille . 
' I ' m  not sure that I even believe . "  

Finally . as a believer. Scob i e  regrets the evil deeds 

he has done . And this mental problem makes him sp i ritually 

weak for he can not find the solution to overcome his burden. 

And there i s  only one way ou.t that is sacri fic i ng himsel f 

just l i ke he thinks Christ does. 

IV. 1 . 1  THE COURSE OF SCOBIE ' S  SUICIDE 

From the discussion about Scobie ' s  character above, 

the wr i ter have a conclusion that his suic i de is similiar 

with the writer has mentioned be fore. i t  is "Escapist 

su i cide " .  Bechler ' s  theory ( 1979 ) , can be applied in the 

story of Major Scobie. As the explanation i n  Chapter I I, 

Esca pist suicide motivated by the the des i re to f lee from an 

" i ntolerable situati on, seem to be most conunon in Western 

countries . Escapist are likely to have experienced a 

substant i al loss and to feel depresssed, ashamed, guilty. 

anxious . or wothless and to see the future as hopeless. In 

the story o f  Ma jor Scobie , we see that he is respected by the 

society and everybody in the colony thinks that he is a 

per fect man . He i s  supposed has no problems in his li fe . · It 

makes Scobie feeling lonely because he can not find friends 
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to share whenever he has a problem. even h i s  wi fe. and it 

makes him feel depressed. 

Next . it can be observed that his responsibility 'to 

make everyone happy especially his wife throws him to the 

conflicts. He realizes that he can not afford to cost his 

wife's journey to South Afr i ca . but remembering h i s  promises 

to Louise. finally he lends the money from Yusef. the most 

corrupted man in the colony . After his wife leav i ng to South 

Africa. he becomes intimate with Helen. a young widow . His 

first approach to Helen is caused by his pity . He tries to 

protecs her but he can not prevent himself to comm i t  adultery 

with her. Finally he falls in love w i th Helen. though he 

knows that by betraying his wife he has committed sins. And 

the important scene is when Scobie ' s  love letter to Helen is 

found by Yusef 's attendant . His life is gradually influenced 

by Yusef . And the worst thing he lets Yusef killing his loyal 

servant. Ali to safeguard Scobie's reputation for Ali can 

endanger his position in the society. 

Now Scobie becomes more desperate anq lone ly and in 

h i s  loneliness he thi nks that his s i ns are unforg i veable and 

there is no way out except he has to sacrifice his life to 

death just like Christ does . He regards himself as a fai l ure 

because he can not maintain his effort to make everybody 

happy. However. I n  The Heart of The Matter a man who 

obviously weak. but perhaps excessively sympatethic and 
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understand i ng , is led, though a devout Roman Cathol i c, i nto 

committing adultery , conniving at e murder. taking the 

sacrament without hav i ng made a proper confession. and final

ly into su i cide. 

It is true, Scobie's character is a weak but hero i c  

man who tries to fill a church teaching but he fails to 

understand God ' s  love in his life . After all his mess, he 

does not want to rely upon God in time of sorrow . He has a 

difficulty to seek a knowledge of comprehending God in his 

life. Then. he finally let himself be more in state of 

despair in which he blows out his own hope to cont i nue 

liv i ng . The characterist i cs of Scobie ' s  suicide is simil i ar 

with Bechler ' s  theory that are first, he feels isolated 

around his society. then after what he does to Louise and 

Helen, his guilty feeling emerges and he becomes depressed. 

His relation with Yusef causes his anxious feel i ng and 

finally he fails to become a hero to Louise, Helen. and 

especially Ali for he can not safe Ali ' s  life . Now he sees 

the future as hope l ess and worthless . 

IV . 2  CONFLICT 

In the previous chapter it is said that conflict 

means a struggle between opposing forces that can be a clash 

of acti ons. ideas. desires or values . 

Greene concerns much about Scobie ' s  relation to his 
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wife . Scobie ' s  feeling pity for his wife and also for Helen 

will be discussed in th i s  sect i on. His external confli ct now 

becoming the i nner confl ict when it is connected to Scobie ' s  

relationship with God. 

IV . 2 . 1  Conf l i ct between Scobie and Louise 

The conflict beg i ns when the corruniss i oner was 

retiring and a young man from Gambia replaces his posit i on .  

As the ass i stant corrunisioner, Scobie hopes that he w i ll be a 

corruni ssioner later but i t  i s  only h i s  dreams. Now a gu ilty 

feeling reaches at Scobie ' s  heart because he promises his 

wife , Louise, a better l i fe. 

"He thought to h i mself, pQor Louise, i f  I had 
left i t  to her, where should we be now? and 

. he admi tted straight away that they wouldn ' t  
be here--somewhere far better. better cli
mate, bettter pay, better position . . .  I ' ve 
landed her here , he thought, with the odd 
premonitory sense of guilt he always felt as 
thogh he were responsible for someting in the 
future he couldn ' t  even foresee." ( P:17 ) 

The sentences above describe Scobi e's inconvini ent 

life at Freetown and Louise seems unsat i sfied because Scobie 

does not become a corrunissioner. Louise suggests that it w i ll 

be better i f  Scob i e  finds a new job , but he does not want to 

leave that place : 

" But I ' ve been f i fteen years in this place. 
I ' d be lost anywhere else, even if they gave 
me another job. " 

"the ·pension i sn't much to live on. " ( p : 23 )  
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In Greene ' s  story it appears that Scobie ' s  

relationsh i p  w i th h i s  w i f e i s  not . base on h i s  true love . The 

love that he was once eager to provide for his wife has 

gradua l ly d i mished. And now al l that rema i ns for her is h i s  

pity, even he is hardly recognizes her beauty. 

" H i s  w i fe was sitting up under the mosquito
net , and for moment he had impression of a 
joint under a meat cover. " . ( p : 22) 

Scob i e  has separated pity from love so that he sees 

his wife more as a pitiable creature than a beloved wife. In 

this story , it appears tha t  Scobie ' s  relationship with h i s  

wi fe is not based on his true love. As a Catholic. Scobie 

reali zes that love is the most essent i al part of a marriage , 

but i n  real i ty he considers that it is a difficult task to 

accomplish. The love that he was once eager to provide for 

his wife has gradually diminished. And now all that rema i ns 

for her i s  h i s  p i ty. 

"When he found her in the bedroom . . .  , she was 
completly ' out • .  Her h air was matted, her 
eyes �losed . . .  These were the times o f  
ugliness when h e  loved her . when pity and 
responsibility reached the intensity of a 
passion. " ( p : 21 )  

Another conflict bet ween Scob i e  and Louise is when 

his wife wants to take a trip to South Africa. First , he 

lends money from the bank, but the manager does not give i t. 

A sense of responsibility places him to inner conflict. When 

he is on duty to investigate Pemberton ' s  death in Bamba. he 
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a l ways has a dream about the promise he had made to Louise . 

He can not find a per�on who can borrow h i m the money espe

cia l l y  Yusef . the most corrupted man in the co l ony . F i rst . he 

refuses h i m  to he l p .  he aware that the money from Yusef for 

it might be be construed as rece i ving a bribe from an unscru

pu l ous man. But remember i ng h i s  mora l duty to Louise summons 

him to do anything for her happiness. 

It i s  

faced 
city 

the 
had 

i t  
to 

" A l l the way back from Bamba. he had 
one fact that there ws on l y  man in the 
capab l e  of } Andi ng him • . . .  and that was 
man he must not borrow from . . .  but he 
f l i nced away and she had been kind. and 
wou l d  be harder now than it had ever been 
d i sappo i nt her . " ( p : 9 1 )  

of course. an unhappy re l at i onshi p .  

u l timate l y  d i sastrous. but it i s  not that of a man to a 

mirror . The scene of the i r  l unch together before she goes on 

board the ship for South Afr i ca i s  remarkab l e  for portray i ng 

her fee l ings as we l l as his : 

• •  

now 
was 

It seemed horr i b l e  to both of 
they wou l d  be g l ad when the 
comp l ete. " C p: 95 )  

them that 
separat i on 

After Louise returned from South Africa. Scobie hopes 

that the s i tuation wi l l  be changed . But he was wrong. thei r  

re l at i onshi p  becomes worse and worse. It can be seen when 

Lou i se asks Scob i e  to attend the mass. but Scob i e  acts as i f  

he were sick. And when they attend the Communion together. 

Scob i e  fee l s  that God has just escaped him. Chr i st had to l d  

the rich young man to se l l  a l l and fo l l ow H i m .  but that was 
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an easy rational step compared w ith th i s  that God had taken . 

to put Himse l f  at the mercy o f  men who hardly knew · the 

meaning of the word. 

The novel does not explore the i ne f fectiveness o f  h i s  

role as arbiter o f  j ustice but develops the theme o f  the 

disintegrat i on o f  a marital relationship and o f  the man due 

of the constraints of ex i le and weakness o f  character. The 

validi ty o f  this completly plaus i ble situation is undermi.ned 

by Scob i e's flawed perception of h i s  wi f e. �ven at home t h e  

prof essional l i f e  is i n  cont rol : i mpending promotions . claims 

for hol i days wh i ch salary can ill a f f ord. the constraints o f  

hav i ng to socialise with colleagues. Pity , his only l i nk with 

Louise. is complemented by an alarm i ng sense o f  responsibi-

1 ity for her happiness and well be i ng. 

IV . 2 . 2  Con fl i ct between Scobie and Helen 

Scobie ' s  intimacy with Helen because he is haunted by 

his inadequacy he nonetheless f eels superipr to th i nk he can 

take on responsibility for all the 'ob jects ' o f  his pity . 

P i ty i s  thus rendered as the destructive element . the observe 

o f  pride . the negative compasision. Too deeply wounded to 

care about anythi ng until he meets Helent Rolt he seems 

capable only o f  pity and his feeling for Helen is clouded by 

this. 
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H i s  rel a t i onsh i p  wi t h  the 19-year-o l d  H el e n  R o l t . 

w i dowed a f ter one mo nth o f  marr i age . a child i n  relat ion to 

h i s  own age . beg i ns w i t� the i r  jo i nt s e nse o f  t ragedy. They 

are surrounded by death from the i r  .f i rs t  m e e t i ng a t  the 

makesh i f  ho s p i t al where t he surv i vors from the a c c i d e nt are 

shelt ered . a nd l a ter by her i solat ion wh i ch reach out to h i s : 

" They came toge ther over two dea ths w i thout 
reserve a nd it is to her tha t  he con f i des an 
a ngu i sh he had no t been able t o  share wi th 
h i s  wi f e . "  C p : l 56 )  

I n  The H e art o f  The Ma t ter , there are two part i cular

ly moments whe n  Sco b i e  f e els ha ppy . The f i rs t i s  jus t a f ter 

h i s  w i f e  has l e f t  t o  South A fr i ca .  and he t akes a s t rol l i n  

the darkness near h i s  house . t oward a N i ssen hut wh i ch had 

been unoccup i ed the day be fore . but wh i ch now has l i ght i n  

i t . The seco nd moment o f  ha p p i ness comes as he leaves the 

Nissen hut , havi ng found and f a l l e n  i n  l ove w i th H e l en Rolt 

i ns ide i t : 

"He walked away , feel i ng extraord i nary 
happiness . as he wou l d  no t remember as hap
pess . as he would remember s e t t i ng out i n  the 
darkness . i n  the ra i n .  alone . C p : 1 3 3 )  

F i rst , he sees H elen as a s u f fering young w i dow who 

needs care and prot e c t ion and H e l e n a l so can f i l l  his f e e l i ng 

o f  l onel i ness s i nce Lou i se we nt t o  Sou t h  A fr i ca . But h e  can 

not preve nt t o  conuni t adul t ery wi th her. And the confl i ct 

beg i ns whe n  He l e n asks h im to marry her but h e  re fuses . 
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" You ' ll never marry me " 
" I ca n ' t .  You know th<1t I ' m Co.tho l i c . I 
ca n ' t  have two w i ves . · 

I t ' s  a wo nder f u  1 excuse . ' she sa i d . ' I t 
doesn ' t  s t o p you s l e e p i ng wi th me- i t  o n l y  
s t op you ma n·y i nq me "  ( p :  1 7 1 ) 

Now Scob i e  f e e l s  a s  a fa i l ur e . Every s t e p  he t ook he 

expected the exp l os i on but he ca n not make anyone ha ppy . The n 

he expr esses h i s  l ove t o  He l e n by say i ng tha t  he l oves her 

mor e  tha n  God a nd mor e  tha n  Lou i se .  But h i s  l ove l e t ter i s  

never r ead by He l e n a nd i t  makes Scob i e a fra i d  i f  somebody 

found the l e t t er a nd i t  ca n be enda nger h i s  r e puta t i o n i n  h i s  

soc i e ty . Ther e  i s  a quarr e l between Scob i e  a nd He l en about 

the s i ns . Scob i e  r ea l izes tha t  by be tray i ng h i s  w i f e . he ha s 

done a wr ong th i ng .  but he ca n not i gnor e  He l en e i ther . And 

He l e n sa i d  i f  Scob i e  be l i eve s i n  he l l .  why i s  he w i th w i t h  

her a t  tha t  t ime . 

A f t er 

" I t ' s  no good confess i ng i f  I don ' t  i n t e nd 
t o  try . . . "We l l then , ' she sa i d  tr ium pha nt l y .  
' be hung for a sheep . You ar e i n  mor ta l  s i n

so you t h i nk-now . Wha t d i f fer e nce does · i t  
make i f  you add j us t  one mor e ? '  ( p : 2 03 ) 

t he ir conversa t i on . Scob i e  becomes mor e  

de pr essed a nd i f  on ly h e  thought . tha t  h e  cou l d  so manage she 

never s u f fer s  aga i n ,  but he knew tha t  he had s e t  h imse l f  an 

im poss i b l e  task . Eve n a f t er he l oses h i s  l ove l e t ter for 

H e l e n, he becom e s  sus p i c i ous t o  A l i f or knowi ng a nyth i ng o f  

h i s  s ecr et l i f e . 

. 
Then , he goes t o  Yu se f f or ask i ng a he l p  to so l ve h i s  
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prob l ems . Scob i e  is a fra i d  t hat Al i wil l tell Lou i s e about 

h i s  l ove a f fa i r  w i t h  He l en a nd he l e t s  Yus e f  k i l l  A l i .  h i s  

l oya l serva n t . 

The wors t  t h i ng i n  h i s  l i f e i s  when Hel e n  dec i des t o  

e nd t he i r  re l a t i onsh i p .  s o  h e  wil l b e  Cathol ic aga i n  a s  wha t 

Sc ob i e  really wa nt . 

" We ' l l  s ay good bye here . a nd you'll just 
drive home . . .  Don ' t  worry about me . I'l l be 
all r i ght . '  He t hought , I m i ssed that one 
death and now I ' m havi ng t hem a l l . "  ( p : 243 ) 

I V . 2 . 3  Cont l i ct between Scobi e a nd h i s  Soc iety 

Scob i e  i s  t oo fam il i a r w i t h  the c r i me . i n j us t ice . 

v i ol e nce . and corrup t i on . A f r ica has be en a n  i mportant 

cont i nent for Greene . He used A fr i c a  as a background for 

test i ng Euro pean concerns o f  a dy i ng i mper i al e t h ic and 

d i s i nt egra t i ng mora l order . Greene ·� Afr icans are e i ther 

hos p i t a b l e .  ge nerous . i ncur i ous . unc omp l ic a t ed nat i ves or 

c i v i l i sed contempt i bl e  creo l es :  that the former are objec ts 

o f  p i ty as Ogude re i tera t es in h i s  i nc i s i ve essay on Graham 

Greene ' s  A f r ica by the heart l e ss perfect eye of the whi te 

man . 

For Greene t he world i s  a corrupt , seedy . and 

oppres s i ve pl ac e , hence h i s  novels are f ul l  of root i ng 

houses . d i rty t owns . s t i f l i ngly hot we a t her . dry . l i fel ess 

l a ndsc a pes and gr i my i n t e r i ors . Greene i s  showi ng us t ha t  

ours i s  a fall e n  world , that i s  a world wh ich i s  not a t  peace 

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI SCOBIE,S CONFLICTS IN... NURAINI



43 

wi t h  i t s  maker . God. and so i s  g i ven over to corru pt i o ns . 

The nove l i nt roduces Scob i e  a f t er f i f t een years o f  

co l on i al serv i ce . a ma n broken by the c i rcums t ances o f  h i s  

l i fe .  the dea t h  o f  a n  on l y  chi l d. a nd the l a ck o f  commu

nication w i th h i s  wi f e. The fact tha t he i s  just and has 

proved i ncorrupt i b l e  is represented as just a nother burden o f  

reputa t i on .  

F i rst . Greene i ntroduces the se t t i ng o f  the story 

where Scob i e  , as a mai n chara cter l i ves. There i s  no hope t o  

f i nd a just i c e and happ i ness and th i s  soc i e ty a f f e c t s  to 

Scob i e ' s  at t i tude . As a n  i l l us t rat i on o f  th i s  s i tuat i on ,  the 

wr i t er has quoted a paragra ph f rom The Heart o f  The Ma t t er : 

" . . . Scob i e  coul d  al ways detect the odour o f  
human me aness and i njust i ce - i t  was the 
sme l l of zoo , of swadust. excrement . amm on i a . 
a nd l a ck o f  l i berty . The p l ace was s crubbed 
dail y. but you cou l d  never e l imi nate the 
sme l l .  Pr i soner and po l i ceme n carr i ed it i n  
t he i r  c l oth i ng l i ke c i garet t e  smoke. " ( p : 1 5) 

Scob i e . as the upho ld er i s  res pe cted by the pe ople i n  

his soc i e ty . It seemes that Scob i e  is a tough man who can 

hand l e  h i s  pro fess i ona l and h i s  persona l prob l em we l l .  but i n  

r�a l i ty he a l so requ i res a hand t o  g i ve h im s t rength t o  get 

through hard tempt a t i on .  Even the pr i e st has t he s t a t emen t  

that : 

'' I f  peop l e  are i n  t roub l e  they ' d  go t o  you . 
Scob i e. not t o  me . . .  And i f  you were i n  
troubl e where wou l d  you go ? "  ( p : 1 76) 
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Another con f l i ct wh i ch rea l l y  a f f e ct i n  S c ob i e ' s  l i f e  

i s  a f t e r he ge t s  a c quanted wi th Yuse f ,  t he most corrupted man 

i n  the co l ony . Corru pt i on sets i n  the d i amond-smugg l er i s  

i nves t ed w i t h power a nd h i s  dema nds i mp l i c a t e  Scob i e  i n  a 

p l ot to frame h i s  bus i ness r i va l . Ta l l i t .  Ye t . h i s  

re l a t i onsh i p  be tween Scob i e  a nd Yuse f has a warmt h and a 

d imens i on that s t recth beyond these sord i d
. 

transa c t i ons . 

A l though Scob i e ' s  chara c t er i s  overburde ned as repos i tory o f  

the nove l ' s  argume nt h e  comes a l i ve a s  a human be i ng .  and 

part i cu l ar l y  so i n  h i s  dea l i ng w i th Yuse f who i nst i nc t i ve l y  

u nders ta nds t h e  man weakness a nd i ntegr i ty .  Because Yuse f 

needs no p i t y , Scob i e  i s  mos t h i mse l f  i n  Yus e f  ' s  company 

where the paradoxes and hypocr i s i es o f  h i s  pro f f es i ona l l i f e  

d o  not have t o  be d i sgu i sed . 

H i s  con f l i c t  be comes greater a f ter Yuse f ' s  a t t e ndant 

f ound Scobi e '  l ove l et t e r. For savi ng h i s  repu t a t i on f rom h i s  

soc i e ty. f i na l l y Scob i e  compromi ses w i th Yuse f t o  smugg l e  

d i amonds through the sea captai n  o f  Es perancas . 

You see i t  has put you i n  my hands . . .  " 
Go on Yuse f .  You must comp l e t e  your 
b l a ckma i l . . .  You ca n ' t  get away w i th ha l f  
a thre a t . "  C p : 1 9 1 ) 

Above a l l ,  Yuse f ' s  i n f l uence to Scob i e  that i ncreases 

h i s  f urther i nner con f l i c t i s  about A l i .  A l i ' s know l edge 

about Scob i e ' s  re l a t i onsh i p  w i t h He l e n And Yus e f  makes Scob i e  

d i s trust A l i a nymore f or A l i can endanger Scob i e ' s  reputa-

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI SCOBIE,S CONFLICTS IN... NURAINI



45 

t io n . And when A l i is fo und murdered by Yuse f ' s  a t te ndant . he 

cons iders h i ms e l f  a s  a respons i b l e man man .  He regards A l i as 

' God ' because A l i serve s him for 15 years wi t h  loya l ty and 

never so anyt h i ng wro ng . A broken rosary l y i ng next the dead 

body i s  a symbo l that Scobi e loses h i s  f a i th a f t er a l l t h i s 

mess . 

IV . 2 . 4 Mora l Conf l ict 

A l l h i s  externa l co n f l i c t s  now becomes the i nt erna l 

co n f l i ct when we re l a t e  i t  wi th God . Scobi e has a bad 

re l a t ionsh i p  w i th h i s  wi fe because o f  the d e a t h  o f  a n  o n l y  

ch i ld . H i �  daughter ' s  d ea t h  i s  revea l ed gradua l l y .  wi th 

understa t ement . a l though i t s i nexorab l e  co nsequences provide 

much of the psycho l og i ca l  mo t i vat ion in the narrat i ve .  

Sco b i e ' s  f i rst t ransgress io n . he destroys the l e t t e r he 

con f i s ca t e  from the Port uguese sh i p  i ns t ead o f  hand i ng i t  i n. 

a nd beg i ns a who l e  cha i n o f  l i es to cover u p  the 

transgress ion- takes p l ace because he i s  d i so r i e nt ed as a 

resu l t  o f  a co nve rsa t ion that takes p la ce i n  the Ca pta i n ' s  

cab i n .  Whe a ppea l i ng to Scobi e for he l p  the ca pta i n  d i sc l o ses 

t h a t  the l e t t e r  addressed to h i s  d a ughter and i s  there fore a 

harm l ess p i e ce o f  wr i t i ng :  

" I f  you had a d a ughter yo u ' d u ndersta nd . You 
haven ' t  go t one 1 1he ac cused . as though there 
were a c r i me i n  s t e r i l i ty . " ( p : 49) 
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Scob i e  a ppears t o  l ose contro l . in f a c t . t o  l ose f a i t h 

i n  the who l e  a c t  dema nded of h im by h i s  pro fe�ss i on . he 

destroys the l e t t er l e ss t o  he l p  the Cap t a i n  than as an 

express i o n  of exhaust i on . At one l eve l . Scob i e  rea l i zes that 

by betray i ng h i s  wi fe a nd commi t t i ng adu l t ery wi th He l en .  he 

has done the wrong t h i ngs . But he can not prom i s e  to break 

h i s  re l a t i onsh i p wi th He l e n a ft er what he d i d  to her . 

" He had sworn to preserve Lou i s e ' s  happ i 
ness . a nd now h e  had a ccepted a nother and 
contrad i c t ory res pons i b i l i ty ,  . . .  he f e l t  the 
wounds of those v i c t ims who had not yet b l ed .  
Away i n  the t own the cock began t o  crow for 
the fa l s e down . " ( p : 1 54 l 

When Scob i e ' s  l ove l e t t er t o  He l e n i s  found by 

Yus e f  ' s  a t t e nda n t . Yus e f  t r i es t o  b l a ckma i l Scob i e  t o  smugg l e  

d i amonds . Yus e f  t hre a thens h i m t o  g i ve Scobi e ' s  l e t t e r  t o  

Lou i se . A s  h i s  so l ut i on f o r  h i s  i nner con f l i ct , h e  f i na l l y  

compromi ses wi t h  Yuse f .  Yuse f ' s  i n f l uences t o  Scob i e  t hat 

i ncreases h i s  further i nner conf l i ct is about A l i . A l i ' s 

know l edge about Scob i e ' s  re l a t i onshi p wi th He l en a nd Yus e f  

makes Scobi e d i st rust A l i  anymore for A l i c a n  endanger Sco

b i e ' s  reputat i on .  And when A l i i s  f ound murdered , Scob i e  

f e e l s  that h e  i s  the man who has to b l ame for t h i s : 

I d i dn ' t  cut h i s  throa t myse l f ,  he sa i d . But 
he d i ed because I exi sted . " ( p : 24 1 ) 

S i n  or i nqu i ty has become human ' s  prob l em i n  ma n ' s  

h i st ory s i n ce Adam ' s  f a l l .  Because o f  s i n .  ma n ' s  re l a t i onsh i p 
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w i th God i s  broken . Gui l ty fee l i ng cease l ess l y  haunts man and 

i t  i s  adm i t t a b l e  tha t  the r e s u l t  of s i n  i tse l f  can evoke 

d i ss i l us i onment . despa i r  and death . S i ns uncons c i ous l y  makes 

ma n fee l l one l y .  And . s i ns cause t he l oss of God 

friendship . " (Norm for The Nove l . 1 960: 49J . The e f f e c t  of 

commi t t i ng s i ns a l so oc curs t o  Scob i e ' s  l i fe . H i s  ev i l deed 

causes h i m  to fee 1 se par·a t ed from God . 

Scob i e  i s  t orn between the poss i b i l i ty o f  the 

e x i s t ance of God ' s  l ove to redeem h i s  s i ns or not . At the 

e nd . he de termi nes h i s  own fate by commi t t i ng su i c i de as t he 

o n l y  way out . I n  f a c t . as Catho l i c  he re cogn i zes what i s  the 

r i ght or wrong to do in h i s  l i fe . It is h i s  freedom t o  choose 

wh i ch way he wa nts to fo l l ow .  However , by bet ray i ng h i s  wi f e . 

commi tt i ng adu l t e ry and rece i vi ng commun i on w i thout 

confess i on ,  i t  i s  obv i ous that he has chosen the wrong way . 

He i s  fu l l y aware that he has done wrong t h i ngs . A nd i t  mea ns 

that he has commi t t ed de l i bera t e  s i ns as he t h i nks tha t : 

" We Catho l i c  are damned by our know l edge . "  
( p : 2 1 1 )  

H i s  l i f e i s  actua l l y t orn be tween the re l i g i ous 

teach i ng and h i s  own fee l i ng .  He knows that every man i s  a 

s i nner i n  front o f  God . Lou i s e ' s  poem wh i ch becomes a t trac

t i ve for h i m t o  hear reca l l  h i s  m i nd that on l y  God ' s  gra ce 

a nd redempt i on , he can be saved from e t erna l dea t h . 

" We are a l l f a l l i ng .  Th i s  hand ' s  fa l l i ng t oo 
a l l have th i s  fa l l i ng s i ckne ss n i ne w i t h- · 

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI SCOBIE,S CONFLICTS IN... NURAINI



48 

s t a nds . 

And ye t there ' s a l ways One whose ge n t l e  
h ands 
th i s  u n i versa l f a l l i ng can ' t  f a l l through . 
( p : 255 ) 

I t  se ems tha t Greene tr i es t o  de p i c t Scob i e ' s  i n ner 

conf l i ct between mov i ng i nt o  l i f e  or res igna t i on .  For one 

t h i ng ,  he i s  remi nded by the pr i e s t  a nd Lou i se ' s  poem t hat 

God ' s  l ove s t i l l  e x i s t f or him as l ong as he opens h i s  heart 

for forg i veness . However .  h i s  hes i ta t i on re l l y be l i eve s i n  

s l ava t i on for h i m  shows h i s  unwi l l i ngness t o  rest ore h i s  

re l a t i onsh i p  wi th God . He doubts tha t God wi l l  prov i de a 

redempt i on for h i s  s i n .  Then he f i na l l y  l e t h i ms l f  be more i n  

s t a t e  o f  despa i r  i n  wh i ch he b l ows out h i s  own hope t o  con

t i nue l i v i ng . To show S cob i e ' s  despa i r  further . Greene t r i es 

t o  de p i c t  how Scob i e  de f i es God t o  condemn h i m : 

" Oh God , he t hough t . I ' ve k i l l ed you : you ' ve 
served me a l l th i s  years and I ' ve k i l l ed you 
a t  the end of them . " C p : 238 ) 

" You served me a nd I d i d  t h i s  t o  you . You 
were f a i thfu l t o  me . a nd I wou l dn ' t  trust 
you . " ( p :  239 ) 

Scob i e  fee l s  e x i l e  i n  h i s  soc i e ty a f t e r  a l l the mess . 

The unsympha t e t i c  soc i e ty i nduces h i m  t o  fee l despera t e  and 

l one l y .  The peop l e  l ike h i s  wi fe . He l e n ,  h i s  co l l egues and 

the pr i ests who are supposed t o  support a nd comfort h im i n  

s trugg l i ng wi th h i s  prob l ems c a n  not fu l f i l l  Scob i e ' s des i re 

t o  he l p  h i m . There fore , he sees the wor l d  as a mi serab l e  

p l a c e  where there i s  no cha nce t o  be ha ppy . 
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" Eve n  s e l f-p i ty was den i ed h i m  because he 
knew so exact l y  the ext e nt of h i s  gu i l t . He 
f e l t  as though he had exi l ed h i ms e l f  so 
de ep l y  i n  the des ert that h i s  sk i n  had t aken 
on the co l our o f  the s a nd . " ( p : 2 2 6 ) 

F i na l l y .  he makes the b i ggest dec i s i on i n  h i s  l i fe by 

' sacri f i c i ng h i mse l f ' . Here . Scobi e regards h i mse l f  as a 

respons i b l e  man and for h im the on l y  th i ng he can do i s  

surre nder h i s  l i f e t o  dea t h : 

" You ' l l  be be t t er o f f  i f  you l os e  me once 
a nd f or a l l .  I know what I ' m do i ng .  I ' m not 
p l ead i ng for mercy . I ' m go i ng to damn myse l f .  
what ever that means . "  ( p : 2 50 ) 

" A s i ck ma n.' s death me ans to t hem on l y  a 
short su f f er i ng--everybody has t o  d i e . " 
( p : 25 1 ) 

Scob i e ' s  p o i gna n t  aware ness o f  the consequences o f  

h i s  a c t i ons i l l us t rates t he re l i g i ous sense w i th gre a t er 

convi ct i on than t he a c adem i c  e l abora t i on o f  Scob i e ' s  gu i l t  i n  

re l a t i on t o  the sa craments o f  conf ess i on and commun i on and 

t he ma t t e r of h i s  su i c i d e . Fa ther Rank ' s  s t a t eme nt at the end 

sugge s t s  the moveme nt from be l i e f  t o  f a i th .  and the f a c t  that 

such ma t t e rs are beyond huma n j udgement : 

" For qoodness sake . Mrs . Scob i e .  don ' t  
i mag i ne 

�
you--or ! --know a th i ng about God ' s  

mercy . . . I know the church says . The Church 
knows a l l t he ru l es .  But i t  does not know 
wha t  goes on i n  a s i ng l e  human heart . " C p : 27 2 ) 

Des p i t e  the power of t he narrat i ve the web o f  l i es 

and decept i on i n  wh i ch Scob i e  f i nds h imse l f  e nmashed exhausts 

not mere l y  Scobi e but our own wi l l i ngness t o  accept some o f  
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the contrad i c t i ons of h i s  chara c t er : he i s  both se l f l ess and 

se l f -a bsorbed . A d i s j unct i on i n  the narrat i ve ar i ses f rom t he 

two contrary strands : one that l i nks the huma n mot i ve s  to a 

subconsc i ous but p l aus i b l e react i on to l i fe ' s  traumas . such 

as the death of the ch i l d wh i ch provokes the f i rs t  transgres

s i on ;  on the other tha t descr i bes the a c t i on as mot i va t ed by 

p i ty that the chara c t er o f  S c ob i e  was i nt ended t o  show that 

pity can be the expression ot an a l most monstrous pr ide 

I n  the eyes o f  the wor l d  h i s  sui c i de . 

fr i e ndsh i p  wi th Yus e f  are pardo na b l e  t ransgress i on 

a nd h i s  

but the 

re l i g i ous sense po i nts e l sewhere . Wha t he c l ear l y  i nt e nded as 

exposure o f  p r i de founded on p i ty was rece i ved as the sad 

port raya l of sympathe t i c  f i gure i nvo l ved i n  a human d i l emma 

o f  brought o n  by a ha rd and i ns e ns i t i ve wi fe . So Scob i e  i s  

condemed f or h i s  sens e  o f  respons i b i l i ty . h i s  c l a i m t o  be 

sober l y  grown-1Jp . Tha t  such a c l a im ,  made not boast l y f u l l y  

but wi th a s e ns i t i ve d i f f i dence unusua l i n  po l i ce 

adm i n i s trat ors . shou l d  be the s i ng l e  s i g n i f i cant cause of h i s  

corrupt i on .  l ead i ng t o  bet raya l .  murqer . s u i c i de and . i n  h i s  

own eyes . e t erna l damnat i on . i s  a l i tt l e  hard t o  swa l l ow .  

I n  the st ory o f  Ma jor Scobi e .  worst o f  a l l .  Scob i e  

eve n  re l ates Pambert o n ' s  su i c i de wi th Chr i s t ' s  dea t h . The 

most i mportant th i ng for Scob i e  i s  not God ' s  l ove that 

f i na l l y God sends H i s  own son to redeem human ' s  s i n  and 

prov i d e  e t erna l l i f e  for those who be l i eve . Chr i s t has 
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surrendered h i mse l f  as the embod i ment o f  H i s  p i ty o f  H i s  

su i c i de . 

" Chr i s t had not been murdered : you cou l dn ' t  
murder God . Chr i st had k i l l ed h i mse l f :  He had 
hung h i mse l f  on the Cross as sure l y  as P em
berton f rom the p i cture ra i l . "  ( p : 258 ) 

The m i sconcept i on o f  God ' s  sacri f i ce br i ng h i m  to 

cons i de r  a su i c i de is the on l y  way out of h i s  s i ns .  He deems 

that he can not go on l i vi ng wi th h i s  s i ns a nd he f e e l s  

t e rr i b l y  sorry for mak i ng such m i s t akes i n  h i s  l i f e . I f  God 

c a n  sacri f i ce H i mse l f  due t o  H i s  respons i b i l i ty for mank i nd ' s  

sa l vat i on .  he can a l s o sacr i f i ce h i mse l f  due t o  h i s  

respons i b i l i ty for h i s  s i ns .  

IV. 3 TRAGEDY 

The wr i t er wou l d  l i ke to re fer the s t a t eme nt o f  

Gard i ner i n  wh i ch h e  t r i e s t o  exp l a i n  the re l a t i onsh i p  

between conf l i c t  and tragedy . He states that tragedy i s  a 

story o t  conf l i ct . " < Gard i ner . e t  a l . 1 9 6 0 : 48 ) . I t  me ans tha t 

I I  the rea l  key of understand i ng o t  tragedy l i es i n  

recogn i z i ng that a l l tragedy has i t s roots i n  human st rug

g l es . 11 < Aude n , 1 9 78 : 45 ) . 

I n  every genera t i on .  ma n ,  espe c i a l l y  a be l i ever . 

c ease l ess l y  wonders about the ex i s t ence o f  the Un l imi t ed one 

wi th h i s  l ove . However ,  ma n ' s  l im i t a t i on makes h im unab l e  t o  

understand God who l l y i n  h i s  l i f e . For o n e  t h i ng ,  m a n  tr i es 
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other ha nd . he can not face the hards h i p  of rea l i ty .  As a 

resu l t .  man f e e l s  despe ra t e  and hes i ta t es God ' s l ove i n  h i s  

l i f e . I n  h i s  despa i r .  ma n can d o  wrong . 

Ma n ' s  i nabi l i ty t o  ma i nt a i n  h i s  mora l condu ct wh i ch 

resu l t  i n  choos i ng the evi l deed i s  regarded a s  s i n .  For a 

be l i ever . s i n  causes ma n t o  f e e l gu i l t y because i t  

const i t utes "an of fence aga i nt s  God . a l oss o f  His f r i end-

shi p  • . . .  •• < Gard i ne r . et a l . 1 9 6 0 : 49-50 ) . Noth i ng can reconc i l e 

h i s  re l a t i onsh i p  w i t h  God un l ess he repent s . I t  can be seen 

i n  Scob i e ' s st ory . S c ob i e  th i nks what ever he is go i ng t o  do 

in order to be reconc i l ed w i th God i s  in va i n .  he can not 

pray anymore . He makes h i s  own l i f e go farther f rom God for 

he a l i enates h imse l f  f rom God ' s  mercy and l ove . 

The i dea o f  death i t se l f  can symbo l i ze 1 1  the u l t imate 

separat i on .  a l oness . and i sol at ion from other human be i ngs . "  

< Auden . 1 978 : 1 8 ) . a nd i t  a l so me a ns t he i dea o f  a l i neat i o n 

f rom God . He f e e l s  that wi th h i s  own death . he can reduce 

Lou i s e and He l e n from furt her s u f f e r i ng . He can not kee p  on 

betray i ng Loi se . but he can not abandon He l e n by return i ng t o  

Lou i se e i t her . 

The tragedy c a n  be found here . Scob i e  i s  g i ven h i s  

freedom t o  choose damna t i on or sa l va t i on .  God o f f ers H i s  l ove 

for h i s  sa l va t i on .  but the dec i s i on depends on Scob i e  wh i ch 

path he wants t o  f o l l ow .  I f  he c o n f esses h i s  s i n .  He (God ) 
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i s  fa i thful and Just to forgi ve us our s i ns a nd to cl eanse us 

for a l l  unr i gh t i o usn13ss ( I .  John . ·  I : 9 J • And t he re l i es Th_� 

Heart of The Ma t t er f or no one can unders t a nd God ' s  mercy t o  

ma nk i nd be cause God ' s  l ove for ma n i s  measureab l e . I n  t he 

eyes o f  God . redemp t i on and sa l va t i on s t i l l  e x i s t . Scob i e  

a c tua l ma t t er i s  o n  h i s  own he a r t  whe ther to be l i eve or no t 

i n  God ' s  l ove . He wi l l  poss es the redempt i on i f  he can 

underst and God ' s  i mmesura b l e l ove a nd rece i ve it w i t h a l l h i s  

i nt e nse heart . 

As we have seen i n  Cha pter I . that the pat t ern o f  

tragedy i s  the pr i nc i pa l t rag i c  chara cter i s  typ i ca l l y an 

out s t a nd i ng i nd i v i dua l super i or in i mport ant respec t s , who 

comes i nt o  conf l i c t  w i t h the power structure , but i s  not so 

st rong as t he count e r f orces of powe r . I n  t h i s  st ory , Scob i e . 

as a ma i n  chara c t e r . has a pos i t i on i n  h i s  soc i e ty . He i s  a 

deputy comm i ss i oner and a l so he never does a nyt h i ng wrong for 

h i s  f i f t e e n  ye ars l i ve s in t he co l ony wh i ch f u l l  o f  

corrupt i on a nd dec e i t . The fact that Scob i e  i s  eas i l y moved 

to p i ty .  As a Catho l i c  he f u l l y  awares a ma n shou l d  he l p  

each other as God ' s  wi shes . Bu t , i n  th i s  s t ory Scob i e  i s  t oo 

exaggera t e  t o  cat ch the Church t each i ng .  He wa nts t o  make 

everyone happy , a nd never l ook a t  the e f f e c t  f o r  h imse l f .  

When he sees someone i n· su f f er i ng ,  he t r i es hard t o  he l p  them 

t o  do anyt hi ng as poss i b l e as he can . H i s  m i s t akes are he 

does not r ea l i ze s  that he has a l imi t a t i on that man can not 
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go beyond . 

The se cond pa t t ern o f  t ragedy i s  the course l e ad i ng 

t o  d i sas t er i s  t aken . The hero l osses some or a l l  former 

freedom . .  and be come s i ncrea s i ng l y  i s o l a t ed . H i s  gu i l ty 

f ee l i ng t o  Lou i se . h i s  wi f e  that he can not g i ve her a decent 

l i fe l eads h i m  to do a nyth i ng for her ha p p i ness . He borrows 

money from the man who i s  regarded as a l awbreaker named 

Yuse f .  The re l at i onsh i p  betwe e n  Scob i e  and Yuse f has a warmth 

and a d i mens i on that strecth beyond these sord id 

t ransac t i ons . Because Yuse f needs no p i ty .  Scob i e  i s  mos t 

h i mse l f  i n  Yuse f ' s  company where the paradoxes a nd hyprocr i 

s i es o f  h i s  pro f e ss i ona l l i fe do not have to be d i sgu i sed . 

Another mess i n  Scob i e ' s  l i fe i s  when he has a l ove 

a f fa i r w i t h  He l e n .  beg i ns w i t h  t he i r j o i nt· sense o f  t ragedy 

of a ch i l d ' s  dea t h . a nd l a ter by her i so l a t i on i n  her 

suc i ety . He is haunted by h i s  i nadequacy he none the l e ss f e e l s  

su f f i c i e n t l y  super i or t o  th i nk he can take on re pons i b i l i t y 

for a l l the ' ob j e c t s ' o f  h i s  p i ty .  P i ty i s  thus rendered as 

the des tru ct i ve e l eme nt , the observe s i de o f  pr i de . the 

nega t i ve s i de of compass i on . Too dee p l y wounded t o  c are a bout 

a nyth i ng u nt i l he mee t s  He l en .  he seems capab l e on l y  of p i ty 

a nd h i s  fee l i ng for He l e n i s  c l ouded by th i s . A f t er h i s  wi fe 

ba cks f rom South A fr i ca .  he does not broke h i s  re l a t i onsh i p  

w i t h  He l e n .  he keeps see i ng her s e cre t l y for he f e e l s  

res pons i b l e a f t e r  what he does t o  He l e n .  Scob i e  sees h i mse l f  
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as mora l l y supe r i or t o  both . hat i ng the one and sorry f or the 

other . una b l e  to esca pe from e i t her . Scob i e  can not prom i s e 

t o  God that he has t o  c l eanse h i s  s i ns by con f e ss i ng a t  the 

chur c h . because he be c ome 8 l o �s h i s  f a i t h .  He doe s no t t r •J R t  

God a nymore . He th i nks i f  God l oves h i m . God never l e t s  H i s  

f o l l ower t o  corrun i t  a ser i es o f  c r i me . 

The most import ant event i n  th i s  st ory wh i ch causes 

Scob i e ' s  tragedy whe n  we not i ce why A l i i s  k i f l ed by Yuse f ' s  

a t t enda nt . Scob i e  i s  a f ra id h i s  re l a t i onsh i p  w i t h He l e n a nd 

Yus e f  i s  known by h i s  l oya l servant , A l i .  He be l i eves Yus e f  

c a n  t ak e  care a l l o f  the prob l em .  But when A l i i s  f ound 

death . he f e e l s  l oss and wort h l es s  and there i s  no p l a c e  for 

h im i n  the wor l d . F i na l l y he f e e l s  as though he had ex i l ed 

h i mse l f  so dee p l y and he deserves a damna t i on by e nd i ng h i s  

l i f e . Th e  c l i max o f  t h e  s i t u a t i on wh i ch f i na l l y h e  dec i des 

the dea t h  for he c a n  not see He l e n and Lou i s e su f f ered a ny 

more . 

The l ast patt ern o f  t ragedy . the heroes , no ma t t er 

how strong , f i nd t hemse l ves ove rwhe l med by c i rcums t a n ces a nd 

the s t ory comes to i t s unha ppy and i nevi tab l e  e nd .  Usua l l y .  

the pri nc i pa l  f i gure d i es . A f t er a l ong d i scuss i on about the 

c a uses o f  Scob i e ' s  tragedy . the wr i t er has a conc l us i on t h a t  

Scob i e  cou l d  not f a ce t h e  hardsh i p  o f  l i f e f or he unab l e  t o  

f a ce t h e  t empt a t i o ns a nd l e ts h i ms e l f  i n  t h e  s t a t e  o f  

despa i r . He even does n o t  be l i eve a s a l va t i on a nymore . He 
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mi sconcept i ons God ' s  l ove . l eads h im sacr i f i c i ng h i s  l i f e 

l i ke he th i nks Chr i s t does . 

I t  can be obseved that Scob i e  re presents a man who 

wa n t s  t o  beha ve a c cord i ng t o  a mora l code f rom h i s  re l i g i ous 

background . As a be l i ever , he is eager t o  f o l l ow Jesus ' s  deed 

by t ak i ng p i ty on peop l e  a nd be i ng respons i b l e for the i r  

ha pp i ness . Scob i e  a t t emps t o  reduce other ' s  su f f er i ng a nd 

pa i n .  I t  i s  t rue that a man shou l d  he l p  e a ch other as God ' s  

wi shes . 

Furthermore . h i s  unwareness that p i ty needs a pure 

l ove is aga i n  a prob l em o f  l a ck i ng trust i n  God . I t  can be 

sa i d  that f e e l i ng o f  p i ty is a par t o f  l ove . I f  man l oves 

other s . i t  means that he a l so p i t i es for the i r  suf f f er i ng or 

pa i n .  Love i t se l f  shou l d  be unse l f i sh . I n  th i s  case . Scob i e  

can ask God t o  he l p  h i m  i n  orde r  t o  mak e  h im ab l e  t o  know 

wha t  i s  wrong i n  h i s  p i ty .  I t  i s  o n l y  God ' s  grace wh i ch can 

e n l ighten h im to l ove others i n  a be t te r  way . ·  A nd i n  th i s  

s t ory Scob i e  f a i l s t o  underst and God ' s  l ove . a nd then he sees 

the f u t ure as hope l ess . Su i c i de i s  on ly a way out of h i s  own 

despa i rs .  

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI SCOBIE,S CONFLICTS IN... NURAINI




