
CHAPTER 1 
INTRODUCTION 

1.1. Background of the Study 

1 

The pos i t i on of sound i n  " l anguage" i s  cruc i a l . As 

From.ki n  sa i d . know i ng a l anguage means knowi ng how to re l ate 

sounds and mea n i ng . Know i ng a l anguage a l so means knowi ng 

what sounds are i n  that l anguage and what sounds are not 

(19 88:4). From those facts . spee ch sounds can be the source 

of i ns p i rat i on to do l i ngu i st i c  research s i nce there are so 

many phenomena on sound of l anguage. 

The re a l i zat i on of speech sound can be one character

i s t i c  o f  a d i a l ect wh i ch can be d i st i ngu i sh i t  from another 

i n  the same l anguage . There are severa l aspects that are 

used to d i s t i ngu i sh one d i a l e c t  from another . A d i a l e c t  may 

d i f f er f rom another phonol og i ca l l y .  semant i ca l l y. or mor

pho l og i ca l ly .  But phono l og i c a l  d i f f erences are l ess rea l 

i zed by the speakers of the l anguage or the d i a l ec t  (Aya

trohae d i  .19 83: 3-5). 

There i s  a great number o f  stud i es about d i a l ect . Eve n 

mos t o f  Javanese d i a l ec ts as we l l  as Java nese grammar have 

been revea l ed i n  many papers . essays and books . But i t  is 
st i l l  necessary to search deeper because part i cu l ar prob

l ems perta i n i ng characte r i s t i c  of a d i a l e ct are l ess ta lked 

about . 
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There are many studies of Javanese dialects which also 

mention phonological characteristics. In a study on the 

Banyuwangi dialect. it is known that the dialect has spe

cific phonetic realizations. spite of the influence of 

Madurese and other Javanese dialects (Soetoko.1981:22-24) . 

Sudary9no (1990) found that there were changes of sound 

which include decreasing of vowel spelling in close sylla

ble. deletion. addition. and substitution of phoneme in 

Demak dialect. Therefore. the purpose of the reaserch is to 

reveal one phonological characteristic as a distinctive 

point of Surabaya dialect. 

Speech sounds in utterances do not me�ely consist of 
\ 

segmental units represented by vowels and consonants. ·but 

also consist of suprasegmental units which usually follow 

certain structures or rules (Samsuri.1987:122) . Phonologi-

cal suprasegmental are those which are defined in terms of 

the sound segments of which they are comprised. . The term 

suprasegmental is used to refer to both phonological and 

grammatical units larger than segment (Hyman.1975:187) . 

Vowel harmony which is the focus of the analysis is includ

ed in this term. 

The theory of vowel harmony is used to reveal several 

vowel attitudes in certain conditions. Vowels each of which 

is naturaly different in special qualities from the 
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other become common w i th each other i n  some respe c t  i n  

permi t t i ng cond i t i ons. I n  other words, they are harmon i zed 

i n  such way by some i nt erve nt i ng features and the i r  c i rcum

tances of l arger un i ts than segments . However . th i s  parti

cu l ari ty as a phono l og i c a l  phe nome non can be an i de nt i ty of 

a d i a l e ct of l anguage . 

1.2. Statement o f  the Prob l em 

The research i s  a d i a l ecta l s tudy of Javanese , f ocus

i ng on a phono l og i ca l  phe nomenon of Surabaya d i a l e c t. The 

quest i ons to l ead to the so l ut i on are : 

1. How i s  vowe l harmony i n  morpho l og i ca l  unit s (words) of 

Javanese in Surabaya d i a l ect ? 
2. What k i nd of vowe l harmony i s  that ? 

1.3. Object i ve of the study 

The object i ve o f  th i s  study i s  to know or to prove the 

occurance of vowe l harmony and to f i nd the patt ern of vowe l 

harmony i n  the g i ve n  d i a l ect after know i ng the occurances 

and ana l yz i ng the descr i pt i ons .  

1 . 4 . The s i gn i f i cance o f  the Study 

The resu l t  of th i s  rese arch i s  to add know l edge about 

Surabaya d i a l e ct . a sty l e  of Javanese spoken by peop l e  i n  
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Surabaya. The contribution of this study will give a clear

er description about phonological characteristics of the 

given dialect. 

1. 5. Limitation 

In this study the problem that will be discussed is 

limited on Javanese vowels represented by phonemes 

/i/,/u/./a/,/e/./o/,/E/,/J/. and /a/ as well as their pho

netic realizations as Cil. Cul. [A]. [e]. [ol. [£1. Pl. and [SJ. 
These vowels are determined on the basis of studies done by 

Swnukti (1971) and Suharno (1982) about the number of 

Javanese vowels (cited by Soebroto. 1991: 15) .. They are also 

adjusted to Javanese vowel system presented by Roger Lass 

(1984: 145) . 

1. 6. Theoretical Background 

Vowel harmony is meant that all vowels within a speci

fied (suprasegmental) unit agree in some phonetic features. 

This phenomenon implies interinfluence in features between 

vowels in certain condition (Hyman. 1975:233) . 

Vowel harmony can occur both across morpheme bound

aries and within morpheme boundary. Vowel harmony which 

occurs across morpheme boundaries needs assimilation rule 

to explain the occurrences since it can be seen that an 

affix vowel is able to assimilate to the vowel in a neigh-
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boring·syllable CLass.1984:171-173) . In other words. vowel 

segments of a morpheme can influence the others of differ-

ent morpheme in certain circumtances. therefore they may 

undergo vowel harmony by crossing morpheme boundaries. 

Vowel harmony in single morpheme can be an indication that 

the process of vowel harmony occurs without crossing any 

morpheme boundaries. It means that the vowels are in the 

same morpheme. 

In general. assimilation is considered as a process 

which permits a segment to become more like or identical to 

another under certain condition. 
The notion of morpheme structure conditions is de' 

signed to capture particular problem in phonological level 

without leaving phonetical consideration. This is supported 

by the existence of segment sequential constraints that 

certain features of one segment can be predicted on the 

basis of certain features of another segment in a morpholo-

logical level (Hyman.1975:105-113) . 

1. 7. Methodology 

In doing this research. I use descriptive a�alytic 

method. The description of the object is used to capture 

the phenomenon. 
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There fore , the ana l ys i s  i s  based on the ga i ned descr i p t i on; 

i n  th i s  study , the descr i pt i on cons i st s  of phonet i c  proper-

t i es of the phonemes . 

� . 7 . 1 .  Work i ng de f i n i t i on 

Vowe l harmony i s  that a l l vowe l s  wi th i n  a spe c i f i ed 

un i t  agree i n  some. phone t i c  f eatures. 

Phonet i c  feature is a term f or property o f  sound 

segment used to d i f f erent i at e  one sound f rom another . 

Comp l ete vowe l harmony i s  a cond i t i on whe n  the vowe l 

of a morpheme comp l ete ly ass imi l ates to another vowe l . I t  

seems s imi l ar wi th redup l i cat i on . 

Part i a l  vowe l harmony i s  that whe n  a vowe l ass imi l ates 
\ 

i n  certa i n  features to another vowe l . 

1 . 7.2 . Te chn i que o f  Data Co l l ect i on 

Bas i cal l y .  the researcher has to comb i ne d i a l ecta l 

research and l i brary research s i nce the ob j e c t  i s  a part i -

cu l ar character i stic o f  a d i a l ect ana l yzed under phono l ogy . 

She uses i nterv i ew and observat i on . Bes i des . she has to 

arrange a l i st of words . The i n formants wi l l  revea l the 

phone t i c  reali zat i on o f  phonemes of the words 

i nterv i ew and ob
.
servat i on .  

through 

The i nterv i ew i s  done i n  the targe t l anguage . I t  a l so 

uses e l i c i tat i on te chn i que to s t imu l ate the i n formants . 

Trad i t i ona l "guess and che ck method" i s  done to exami ne 
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the i nt e nded phonemes . There fore . the phonet i c  rea l i zat i ons 

of l i s ted words are exam i ned by cross check i ng wi th data 

from the nat ive speakers . 

The observat ion te chn i que i s  adm i n i stered for the 

reason of the weak i nf l ue nce of the rese archer . Th i s  tech

n i que i s  done to ga i n  data from "norma l "  speech . I n  other 

words . the researcher observes norma l soc i a l  act ivi t i es o f  

the soci ety wh i ch i nc l ude l i ngu i s� i c  content such as con

versat i on between f r i e nds or co l l eages . etc . 

1 . 7. 3 .  Techn i que o f  Data Ana l ys i s  

The ana l ys i s  begi ns wi th i dent i fy i ng var i ab l es . Th i s  

i nc l udes ident i f i cat i on of vowe l s  and the i r  e nv i ronments . 

Phone t i c  transcr i pt i ons are needed to ident i fy the conte nt 

of phonet i c  fea tures . These features are a l so paramet ers o f  

vowe l qua l i ty .  

The re l at i onsh i p  between vowe l s  and the i r  envi ron

ments . wi th i n  morpheme boundary and across morpheme bound

ari es . i s  i de nt i f i ed by knowi ng the shared features they 

have and the i r  recogn i zed env i ronments. 

Phono l og i ca l  structure is revea l ed based on phono l og i 

ca l ru l es wi th regard i ng stronger grammat i ca l  boundary , 

name l y  morpho l og i ca l  boundary . 

A f ter recogn i z i ng the features. the envi ronments . and 

the i r  poss i b l e  re l at i onshi p between them the process of 
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vowel harmony i s  descri bed i nto patterns . Phonet i c  f ea tures 

play a great role i n  pattern i ng the phe nome non of vowel 

harmony . The descr i pt i on uses parame ters o f  vowel l i ke the 

poss i t i on of tongue . roundness o f  l i ps .  and tenseness or 

laxness o f  tense i n  produc i ng vowel sounds . 

1 . 8 .  Organ i zat i on o f  the Thes i s  

The thes i s  i s  dev i ded i nto f i ve chapters . Chapter one 

elabora tes the background to do the research . stateme nts o f  

the problem . the ob j ec t i ve and the s i gni f i cance o f  the 

study . limi tat i on .  theore t i cal ba ckground . and methodology 

o f  the research . Chapter two talks about theore t i cal f rame

work o f  the s tudy wh i ch i ncludes related theor i es and 

related s tud i es . The stud i es about Javane se grammar. Java

nese d i alects . and vowel harmony i n  several languages i n  

the world wh i ch are important to d o  the analys i s  are com

p i led i n  the sub-chapter two . Represe ntat i on o f  data i s  

presented on chapter three . Th e  data w i ll be represented on 

chapter four . The conclus i on .  i n  cha pter f i ve .  i s  the 

statements of the patterns o f  vowe l harmony . 
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