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S Y N O P S I S 

ErfdiA CarhonA is a family m-,n who iA mArAly 

lives with his wife. Beatrice. and his wife's niece. 

CathF:rim=-:. ThAY ] ivR t.ogP.th8r with t.hFii r nP.i ghhnrhr,nn FlR 

Sicilian societv which is surrounded by poverty. Concern

ing r,AtherinR. EdrliA had sworn t.o hRr mother on hAr 

dRathbed that he would always take care of her affection

at.AIY. 

As the time ,goes by. Catherine has been 1:1rowing 

t1p Ft.S ;;i hAr1utiful girl. Bnt, Eddie takes care of her by 

using such a protective way so that Catherine is always 

enforced to fol1ow Eddie's instruction how t.o behliVA i.n 

that harsh society. In this case. Beatrice has always 

remindAr.l h1=1r. hushand for many times thFt.t r,atherine is now 

a growin~-up woman. So. it is no longer suitable to nurse 

her in such Ft. way. ThArefnrB, EddlA doAs not ignorA it. 

Then. there are two illegal immigrants who has 

come to Ameri.ca from Sicily. They are Beatrice"s cm1sjns. 

At first. Eddie wants to help them candidly until they 

r:;i.n nffor.d an appartmFmt for their own l 'l fe. Edrlie i.n

tends to help them due to the thoughts that it is a part 

nf his self dignjty to help his r.Alatjves. In thiR caAe, 
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r.ddie warns his family not to say even a word to every

hnrly elAe due to the existencA of the conApiracy 

nf siJence as the most important rules in their Sicilian 

society. HP. warns them by telli.ng the story of Vinny 

Bolzano who had ever broken the rules many years before, 

and therefore, was pulled outstde the Rnclety hP.ca1>se 

of it. 

Unfortunately, Eddie does not absolutely like 

Rodolpho, the younger brother, since the first. t.i.me both 

Marco and Rodolphe has come to their house. Eddie#s 

hat~ed to Rodolpho is gP.tting deeper and deeper when he 

rljscovers that both Rodolphe and Catherine are falling in 

Jove each other. So, he has tr. i.erl to separate both of 

them by usin~ many ways. Eddie convinces Catherine and 

his wj_fe that Rodolpho is merely using Gatheri.ne to 

obtain his American Citizenship due to the fact that 

Rorlo 1 pho want.R t,o U ve in America forever and be an 

American. 

However. his wife does not believe in him. 

Reatri~e understanrlA that Eddie is .iust ,iealoua of Rodol

pho. So. she tries to convince Catherine that Rodolpho is 

re.;J ly a nice anrl responsible man. Event,uaJ ly, Ecidif"! 

P.vjcts the two brothers out of his house bAcause he can 

not fa~e the fact that. hot.h Rodol.pho anci Catherine int.end 
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to Ret marry ea soon as possible. Then. both of them rent 

~n appartment ahove Erldie-s appartment, which helongA to 

Lipari. one of Eddie-a friends. 

HAving realized that therA 1s nothing he can rln 

anymore to prevent their marria~e. then. Eddie decides to 

rP.port. thF! ex i.Rtence of hoth of them aR i 1 J ega 1 immi -

grants to The Tmmigration Authorities. £Jnfortunately. 

t.hF.:ri::: are two other ill F!ga 1 immigrants ln Li pi:1ri - R ap

partment who had come to the country the nay before. 

ApRrt from the fact that. according to him, he just wants 

to save Catherine-a Jife. Eddie. eventually betrays his 

own relatives hy brP.aking the conpiracy of silence. 

However. Eddie can not accept the reality as the 

effect of the violation wpeFi~arco spits into hiR fanP. 

and accuses him of killin2 his children and violating the 

code of honor by breaking the conspiracy of silence. The 

misery of Eddie-s life is completely getting deeper as 

CatherinP. is hate him because of the action. 'I:hereforP., 

for Eddie. his self-dignity js more important than Cath

erinP.-s affection for him. He insists that Marco muRt 

apolo~ize for what he has already done in front of all 

the nAlghhorhood. He says that it 1s thP. only way t.o 

allow Catherine to be married by Rodolpho. 
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with 

that 

Due to the fact that Eddie is really 

Catherine. Beatrine tries to remind her 

it is not somethin~ Eddie really wants. 

in Jove 

husband 

Eddie is 

really angry to know that his own wifP. does not. really 

believe in him. Therefore. no matter what he has already 

donA. Eddie still insists that he must get his lost 

self-dignity back. So. he challenges Marco in the 

manhood ritual of thP. duel to prove that Marco was lying 

to all of them when Marco accused him of breaking the 

conspiracy of silence the day beforP.. Unfortunately, 

Eddis is stabbed by his own hand which ~rippes a knife 

which is intended to kill Marco. At the end of hia life, 

Eddie still does not want to admitt his own mistakes. 
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