
CHAPl'ER II 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE OBJECT OF THE RESEARCH 

2 . 1. Students and Their Problem of Translation 

It i s  wide ly known that the students of University 

must read plenty o f  textbooks wri tten most ly in foreign 

l anguage , part icularly in Engl ish . Assignments from the ir 

lecturers demand them to wr i te reports of papers 

regularl y. There fore they can get good understanding and 

al so scores of the subj ects learned by them. For that 

purpose they must read several Engl ish textbooks , 

magazines or j ournals that are ava i l able in the facul ty or 

university l ibrary . Otherwise , they wi l l  remain in a low 

ranking pos i t ion . 

By the end of the SMA academic year , the Engli sh 

subj ect has been taught for six years . Considering the 

number of t ime , it is assummed that they shou ld have 

comprehended an Engl i sh sentence or text . The fact , 

however, shows that they are sti l l  weak at read ing 

comprehension . It is assummed to occur in part because o f  

the i r  unfam i l iar ity with some other more important aspects 

that great ly affect the kinds and natures o f  meanings of 

word in a sentence or a text . 

The material of Engl ish that is taught at the 

University usua l ly conforms to every facu lty . The general 

material i s. almost the same such as: reading comprehension 
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vocabulary, structure and translat ion. The di fference is 

on the type of d iscourse. For example , student of 

Med ic ine , Pharmacy and Sc ience & Math Faculty, usual ly 

learn sc ient ific d i scourse . I n  the ir facul ty they learn 

about sc i en t i fic subj ects such as Anatomy , Biology, 

Chemistry, Math, Physics etc . But in the i r  translation 

work, some errors are st i l l  found . I t  seems that they 

sti l l  face difficul ties in translat i on. 

The mastery of both the source and the receptor 

languages i s  not the only requirement to be a t�anslator . 

In the procesR of trans lat ing one may face non linguisti c 

prob lem as well as linguistic problem . 

The lingu i st ic probl em are those related to the 

language both the RL and SL , wh i le the othe rs are inc lude d  

i n  the non l i ngu istic problems . The non l inguistic inc lude 

the background knowledge requ ired in understanding the 

text be ing translated and the spec ial use in certain 

fie l d .  If someone has mastered both the RL and SL , it on ly 

means that he is free from the l inguistic problem (o r a 

part of the Linguistic problem ) and he still faces the 

non-l inguist ic problems. 

Suryawinata studie d  the d i fficult ies ahead of 

students in the learning Eng l i sh I ndones ian translat ion in 

which the sample is a group of students who have got 

credit for read ing comprehension . He stated that 

a .  In translat i ng scient ific text the mastery o f  term is 
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the ma in prob lem , as the term invo lve 

the bas ic of the sc ience in the 

the concept 

text they 

and 

are 

trans lat ing . 

b .  The di fficu l t i e s  in reexpressing the ideas in Engl i sh 

wh ich are acceptable in the semantic and syntapt ic of 

the Indones ian sentence . 

c .  Other di fficu l t ies are those caused by : fa l se cognate , 

mu ltiple mean ing , transl at ion vo id or word which doe s  

not have equivalence in Indonesian , the tendency to 

trans lat i onase (formal fide l ity) whi ch may be caused by 

the low mastery of Indonesian . C Suryawinata ,  1 986: 59) 

2.2. The Material o f  Test 

The mate rial under investigat ion i s  

Engl i sh mid and final test o f  students o f  

Pharmacy .  There are ten Eng l i sh sentence s  

taken from 

Faculty of 

must be 

translated into Indonesian by the students .  To evaluate 

the data , the wr iter makes the · pl ausible interpretat ion 

based on method and process of transl at ion . From the 

materia l be low the data of students• trans lat ion works are 

ana lyzed by way of contrast ive and error analysis . 

Trans late the fo l lowing sentence into the correct Bahasa 

Indonesia (mid-test ) .  

1 .  An atomic c l ock that operates with an ammonia mo lecule 

may be used to check the accuracy of predict ion based 

on Ei nste in · s  relat ivity theories . 
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2 .  When the b lood sugar concentrat ion goes down, the l iver 

reconverts some o f  its stored glycogen into g lucose . 

3 .  A strict vegetarian i s  a person who never i n  h i s  l ive 

eats anything der ived from an ima l s .  

4. " Spare parts" surgery , the simple rout ine replacement 

of a l l  worn out organs by new one s, is st i l l  a dream of 

the distant future . 

5. Sc ient ist have been exploring the mysterious of stress 

for near ly 50 years and have not yet reach a consensus 

about how to define i t .  

Plaus ible Interpre tat ion 

1 .  Suatu jam atom yang d i gerakkan dengan mo leku l 

amoniak dapat digunakan untuk menguj i ketepatan 

pred iksi berdasarkan teori relativitas E inste in . 

2. Ket ika konsentrasi gula darah menurun , hat i mengubah 

sej umlah cadangan gl ikogen menj ad i glukosa . 

3 .  Vegetar ian sej ati ya itu orang yang se l ama hidupnya 

t idak pernah memakan sesuatu yang berasal dar i  hewan . 

4 .  Pembedahan/pencangkokan organ-organ tubuh , yang 

merupakan penggant ian organ-organ yang telah rusak 

dengan yang baru secara rut in dan mudah/sederhana , 

masih merupakan impian impian d i  masa depan . 

5 .  Para i lmuwan telah menye l idiki mister! " stress " se lama 

hampir 50 tahun dan masih be lum mencapa i kesepakatan 

tentang bagaimana mendefinis ikann�a .  
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Final -Test 

1. The speed at wh ich an animal l ives is determined by 

measur ing the rate at which i t  uses oxygen . 

2 .  A mammal or a bird that wei ghed only two and a hal f  

grams wou ld str ive t o  death . 

3 .  Woman have only to 60 to 70 per cent as much as men for 

the ir body mass . 

4 .  The heart of an electronic computer l ies in its 

vacuum tubes , or transistor .  

5. I ts elec tronics c ircuits work a thousand t i mes faster 

that the nerve human brain . 

Plausible I nterpretat ion 

1. Kecepatan/lama hidup seekor b inatans b isa d i tentukan 

dengan mengukur j umlah pemakaian oksigen . 

2. Mama l i a  atau burung yang beratnya hanya 2,5 gram akan 

mat i karena ke laparan. 

3 .  Tubuh wan ita hanya menganduns 60-70% dar i se luruh 

j umlah otot yang d im i l iki pr ia. 

4 .  Pusat dar i komputer e l ektronik terletak pada tabung 

hampa udaranya atau trans istor . 

5.  Sirkuit e lektroniknya bekerJ a ser ibu kal i  lebih cepat 

diband ing ee l-ee l  earaf dalam otak manusia. 

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI COMMON ERRORS IN... RACHMA FITRIANA




