
CHAPTERI 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Backgromd or the Study 

1 

Freedom of choice is expeded by fIV8fY people. Since they live their own life. it is 

entirely their right to choose what they are going to do or what they are going to 

decide fur the sake of themselves. But there is also a met that not all human beings 

can do this. There are several considerations they have to think of before making 

decisions. There are effects they have to take which relate to their decisions. 'lbere 

are also some aspects or backgrol.Uld which affects them and influences their way . of 

facing the life and solve their problems. These aspects can be seen in true life. but 

sometimes it can also be seen :from lit:emy work. One of some novels written by 

Radclyfle Hal reflects tlis phenomenon. 

Raddyffe Hall was known as one of the remmkable En~ writers. She began 

her career by wridng verses, which were collected into :fuur volumes of poetry. The 

Blind Ploughman. Even one of her best poems was set to music by Conigsby Clmke. 

She published her first two novels. The Forge and The Unlit !Amp in 1924. Two 

years later she pwlished Adam to Breed which made her won Prix Femina and 1ames 

Tait Msnorial Prize for 1iciion in 1927. Her best-known book was The Well of 

Loneliness which was published in 1928. n created a scandal and was baoned for a 

time in Britain for its 11'~ of lesbianism. The Unlit Lamp was written before The 

Forge. It is often compared to The Well of Loneliness. but it is much bettef' written. 

Both sufl'er in their accollltS ofwomen•s love for each other. (1981:1) 
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The Unlit Lamp is a stoiy about Joan Ogden, who grows up. and grows old in a 

little town on the South Coast of F.ngland Her mother. Mary Ogden, whom she loves 

veay deepJ¥. and an affectionate governess. Einbeth. with \\iiom she shares her 

fun.re dreams. are the two people who have great in1luence on her. Both want to have 

her coiq>anioo, and they are not prepared to share her. Their strumJe to posses her 

affects 111d shapes her eotire life. 

Viewing the title. The Unlit I.amp. the 'Miter has certam cmiosity. The word 

unlit here. possibJ¥ means the situation of not being tmned on. and lamp. is a word 

means the source of light. The ~e plays a big role. for it mi8bt =Presses the content 

or the eKtract of the novel Compared to the story. the lamp probably represem Joan 

Ogden hersel( or something more abstract like future for instance.. It does not block 

the poSSI'bility that the lamp Bight represents someone or sometling else. loan gets 

the spodight many because she is the main character. W'rth the potemals that she 

has. she should have been a more useful person for othem. considered ftom her wish 

to be a doctor, If it is lrue that Joan Ogdan is really meant the lamp I thfi is another 

question abolt the reason of the lamp to stay unlit, for it is supposed to tjve the Bgbt. 

Furthermore. it would aJso be imerestiog to :find out whether there has been someone 

who tried to light this lamp up or not. and also why this attempt goes mitless. By 

lookmg at the :flow of the stmy. it will later can be found whether dis presulq)tion Is 

re111ooable or not FW1b.er observation deals with the novEi wil lead to the conclwion 

if the tide re&qy meaos sometling as the writer bas assumed bd'ore. 

The Unlit I.amp is a veay interesting novel to discuss. The mam. cbaracts here. 

Joa:i Ogden, is a complicated person. She is not an ordinary person. a typical litde girl 
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who lives in a small town. who mostly does not have ElltJ>edation to gain something 

incredible in her ife. She has the potential to be successful. She has the great talent 

and intdlectual ability to follow her dreams. Her governess, Elizabeth, is the right 

person to light ha- fire, to help her to be what she really wants, and her mo1ber. is a 

demanding person who does not want to share her with anyone eJse. Later. Joan finds 

the :fact that both her younger sister and her falher dies too soon. She is the only one 

left with ha- mother. Her conflicts begin when she has to choose between 

accompanying her lonely mother, and moving away with Eizabeth to continue her 

study. She uo has to make m bnportant decision about getting married to the man 

who realy loves ha-. 

The writer is inta-ested to make a deeper sbldy about the main character here. 

Joan Ogden. The writer intends to find out the family backgrotmd which influences 

the main character. Her relationsmp with the other fmnily members, with other people 

around her, will lead to the understanding about the main character hersel£ 

In the discumnon. the writa- wiD use intrinsic elemmts such as: character. plot 

and setting. These elements are chosen because they are representative enough to 

show the wholeness of the wodc. 1be exhinsic elements that the writer will use are 

psychological and sociological approach. The process of her making dedsiom can be 

seen by psychological approach nm approach will give the explanation about her 

process of mind. on how she would make decisions. 1he life of die main character. 

the environment she lives in. and how it influmces her, will be shown by 

sociological approach. 
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B. Statement of the Problem 

After reading the novci_ there are several problems which arise. and much the 

writer int.ends to observe and analyze: 

1. How does the family backgrotmd of the mlin character influence her? 

2. How does the main character respond as seen from psychological and sociological 

view points? 

C. Objecttve or the Study 

The objective of making the observation about the work are: 

1. To have a deepg- tmdemanding about the way the mnily backgromd of 

the main character influences her. 

2. To observe about the responses of the main character as seen ftom psychological 

and sociological view pcmts. 

D. Slgnllcance of the Sfudy 

The writer is interested in makitg malysis about the man character in the story. 

The writer hopes that by observing the mflio charact«, she would have more 

understmdi:og to make the analysis. She would like to know about certain si1uation in 

the stoiy. the conflicts which appear, the ~ and how the main character 

resolve. The study wil convey these matters md aoswer all the (11estioos which are 

specified by the writer. 

By making a study about the main character in this novd, the wri.tEr hopes to 

obtain more knowledge about litenuy worlc, espedally the novel that the writer has 
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chosen to ciscuss. The study would give contribution for the learning about the 

specific character of the novel. Moreover. the study would develop the readers 

oudook about life itsett: especiaJ1y about the way to face life and make decisions. 

E. Scope and Llmltatton 

Before st3I1ing to analyze. the writer would like to give the limitation. to keep 

the analysis on the inteoded tract. Fb:Bt. the writer would focus on the main cbamcter 

in the <iscussion. This will be related with the approaches lhat 1he writer would use. 

The writer wishes to know the effect of the man charactu-"s family background to her 

process of lbiokil'@ and m*ing decisions. The writer would use intrinsic elements, 

wlich are character, plot and setting. Beside ~ the writer would also use extrinsic 

elem:nts. which are psychological and sociological approaches. 

The discussion will explain moie on the topics above. By keeping the study in 

this net. hopetlfly the discussion will not tll1l out to mother lllDCessary topic. 

F. Theorettcal Background 

As the writer said above. there would be some approaches which will be used. 

The WJiter \1rill me iminsic elements which n: dlaraaer. plot and setting. These 

elements will explain md mterpret the literary work through the work itseJ( which 

would gj.ve more understanding for the reader about the stoiy. 

The writer wotid also use extrinsic elements which .-e psychological 

approach and sociological approaches. The psychological approach is used to 

tmderstand the process of 1he main character in. making her decisions. The writer will 

j 
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use Abraham M~low's htDDanistic psychology in analyzing the character through 

psychological aspect. because tbs approach is considered suitable to analyze the ma.in 

character. The sociological approach is used to analyze the influence of the society 

she lives in 'The writer will use Mead·s theoiy to mnke tbe analysis using 

sociological approach. 

G. MeOtod of the Study 

In working on her thesis. the writer makes research in some libraries. in order to 

collect books, articles. encyclopaediim. data. infonnation and other printed materials 

which are needed to mpport the analysis of the problem; and also to get infonnalion 

from particular books which are dealing with the theories and approaches that will be 

used in the analysis. 

The method used is desaiptive analysis. The writer will apply descriptive 

explanation of the problems in tbe work through the dialogues. events and actions ii 

the stoty itself The analysis will also be supported by other information ftom 

particular books conceniog the work. 
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H. De11n1Uon of Key Terms 

In the analysis. tbere will be some important tenns which the writer would use 

many times. In order to help the reader to understand. the writer will give gtidance by 

defining these important key tenns. 

Dream: the object that the main character keeps in her nind. It is called a cnun. 

coq>ared to the met tlBt dream is not the truth. which is also similar to "11at the main 

character feels. 'Ibis happens because of the msupportive dllation wlich makes it 

difficult or evm almost imposstole to acmeve. 

Flare: the life than the main character bies to .figtre ~ in which she hopes would 

be brighter than the life she lives in present time. with the fi'eedom to choose her o\ffl 

way of life and become the person she wants to be. 

Struggle: f1Wl'J attelq>t tlBt the main character mes to support her pmpose. It is 

described that she bies several ways to reach her goal which is to be a doctor. 'Ibis is 

a suuggle for she does not get the consEDt and support ftom her own fanily. 

Wish: the main chncnt's desire and wilin8ness to reach her mttue. to pursue her 

dream. to be the complete lmnan being. 
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