
CHAPTER Il 

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 

• AND RELATED STUDY 
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In the study the writer tries to analym the effect of family background and the 

responses of Jane Ogden. the main character in The Unlit Lamp. To analyze. the 

writer would use intiinsic approach. wlich is by exploq and iderpreti.og the 

litenuy worlc through the litemy wodc itselt: Hopefully this wil tj.ve IIH)re 

tmderstanciog to the reader about the story. 

Moreover. lhe writer would also use extrinsic approaches. wlich are 

sociolotjcal and psychological approach. Sociological approach is meam to #)Ye the 

description about the mviroomeot the main chncter lives in. the people arolDld her. 

and the reJalions~ she makes with them Psychological approach will be used to 

analyze the main characta-'s responses toward the situation she faces. 

Since the work is meant to study on literature, the writer wiD limit the usage of 

the theory. to keep the wodc on the right tract, so that it would not nm oti into a 

conclusion of another subject of the study. 
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A. Intrtmlc Approach 

In . making the analysis more adequale. the wrier would by to focus on the 

novel itself Therefore, intrinsic approach will be needed. It WE mentioned in 

Wdlelt's Themy of literature that 

"the study of literature should. first and foremost. concentrate on the 

actual works of art themselves. .. (1978:139) 

n means that to make an obsemdion abolt a work of art. the intrinsic elemerts are 

veiy irq>ortanl Through settiog. plot and character. the undfrstaming about a work 

of art will be achieved. 

A.I Chal"8.cter 

When the topic tDlks about character, it is important to remember that cbaraciers 

in a novel are not real life people. They are especialy created by the author. In Gill"s 

Mastering English literature. it is said 1hE 

"When authors aeate characters. they select some aspects of ordinary 

people. develop some of these aspecCs whist playing don othem. and put 

them together as they please. The result is not an ordiomy people but a 

fictional character 'Who only exists in the words ofnover'. (1985:90) 

There are some ways to study about character. Some are ~priate to be used 

in the analysis. Characters can be observed ftom the __ .wsy they act. their appearance 
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and their social &tanding. These points are representative enough to analyze the main 

character in the novel 

A.2 Plot 

Wellek also mentioned that 

"The plot (nmrative structure) is itself composed of mialler narrative 

structures (q:,isodes. incidents). The larger and more inclusive literary 

structures have developed. historicaJly. :from earlier. ructimentaiy forms 

like the joke, the saying. the anecdote, the letter. and the plot of a play as 
-~ 

novel in a structure of stmcturesn (1978:217) 

In a story, there would be series of ewnts from the beginning. the middle and the end 

The beginning is important, because this is where the main character is inlroduced. 

From this, 1he reader would obtain a clear picture of Che backgrowid of Che story 

wlich deals with the main character. 'The middle of the 61ory will tell about the 

conflicts in the st<JI}'. This is where the conflicts start to appear. '!be hiljlest level will 

deliver tbe dimax of the story. The end of the stOI}' will take the reader to the 

conclusion. \fflich contans about how the problems are resolved. 

The usage of plot is very important because it helps to exauine Che problems. 

By observing Ibis part, the writer would be able to trace back on how the contlicm 

happened, to find the answers of the main characters motives in making up her mind 

in lhe story. 

According to Robert and 1acobs. 1nnnan responses are brought out to their 

highest degree. Simply. conflict is Che opposition of two people. They might fight, 
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argue. or cany on thfir oppositions. The conflict can also happen between the larger 

groups and the opposing forces, between smaller groups sud1 as between individuals, 

or between an individual and the lmger forces like natural objects. ideas, noons and 

public opinion. Cooflict may be canied out whenever hmnan beings spend their liws in 

open nature, communities. houses. etc. 'Ibe conflict might also appear intemaDy within 

the mind of a pen;on. There would be dffliaJlt choices that a dlaracter IIIJSt make. 

doubt. tmsion and also interest. (1989: 99) 

A.3 SeUlng 

Setting is ilq>oramt to be involved in the analysis. Through setting many 

aspects can be revealed. The mood 111d the emotions. the situation, the personality of 

the characters. even the theme of the book. In Gil's Masteriog English Literature, it 

is said that setting: 

.. covers the places in \\iiich the characters are presemed; the social contm 

of the characters, such as their families, mends and class; die atstoms, 

beiefs and rules of behavior of their society. the scmes that are die 

background or the situation for the evem of the novel; and the total 

atmosphere. mood or feel that is mated by these." (1985:106) 

Seaiog is closely related to the event& i1 the stoiy. wmch have an enormous inffueoce 

toward the personalities. actions and ways of tlil:iking of the dlaradel'S. These are the 

motives of inducting setting in the 111alysis. 
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B. Em1nslc Approach 

Besides using intrinsic approach. the emimic approach is also important to be 

used in the 111alysis. It looks at the literary work from the influence outside the work. 

Wdlek and Warren viewed that it is understmdable that the ertemal causes are 

proved to dEtermioe the evaluation of the work of art since in the constitutional life of 

man there 1n detemming factors of litenuy creadon such as social and political 

condition. According to WeDEt and Warren: 

""Though the extrinsic study may merely attempt to interpret literattie in 

the light of its social context and b andecendents. in most cases it 

becomes a •causal' explanstion. professing to account :far literature, to 

explain it. and :finally to reduce it to its origin." (1978:73) 

It means that the exttilsic aspects of novel are necessaiy to use to fj:ve a broadec 

insight. The writer intends to me some extrimic Eiemems mch are: psycholo3cal 

approach and sociological approach. 

B.1 Psychological Approach 

From lhe exttiosic aspects. there are some approaches to me to analyze the 

character. Psychological approach is included. In Weilek1s Theoiy of I.Jteranre, it is 

mentioned that: 

By •psychology of literature-. we may mem the psychological study of the 

writer. as type and as individual. as the &tudy or the creative process. or 
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the study of the psychological types and Jaws present within works of 

literature. as. finally. the ~eels oflierature upon its readers. (1978:81) 

In sbldying a character, it is importmit to judge the character to be psychologically 

true. To Wlderstand a character. a deep study is needed, and to achieve a complete 

understanding. the character must be considered as a real person. From this. the 

psychological approach is needed to make closer move to study about the character. 

In this part the writer iltends to use Abraham R Maslows lmmanistic 

psychology. The most important concept of humanistic theoiy is that of becoming. A 

person is never static; she in always in 1he process of becoming a new person. For 

that reason, the person has a responsibility as a :fi'ee agent to realize as many 

potentiaities as posSible. because this is the only WrJ for the person to actualize. so 

that they can live in a truly authentic life. (p.444) 

Accordm.g to Maslow•s humanistic psychology. the most importum concept is 

becoming. which is about the fdct of lmman being actualizing oneself: The 

responsibllit¥ of acludzing is to delver to a truly authentic life. In lhe existeotial­

hwnamstic view, an atdhentic existence requires more than 1WiDq biological needs 

or sexual and aggressive ll'ges. On the con1rlly. those who refused to become have 

also refused to grow. '!hey let the ful poSS1°bDities of human mstence. lt is a mistake 

for people to refuse maJc:i"3 the most of every moment of their existalce. and for 

fulfiDing the existence to lb.e best of their ability. Those who refuse to accept the 

challenge of crealing a meaningful md authemc life reflect what the exis1eosi8lists 
I 

cal bad faith. They fail to ~e with the ultimate issues concemmg 1heir 
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existence. Instead, they assert the meaning of their fives through blind conventionality 

to societys expectations and they are living an inauthenlic life.(19'J2:444) The writer 

thinks that this theory is appropriate in the analysis abou: the main character that will 

be discussed. 

B.Z Sodologlcal Approach 

Talking about Jif~ people could barely avoid the society. I..iterary work is the 

imitation of die real life. There must be some social aspects to be found and must be 

considered in the analysis. Wellek md Warren state that 

"lierature is a social institution. using as its medium language. a social 

creation ... literature represents life and life is, in large meamire. a social 

reality ... literature has usually arisen in dose co1U1ection with particular 

social mstitutions ••• literature bas also a social :fimction. or •use•. which 

camot be purely individual" (197894) 

The us,ge of sociological approach in the analysis will mclude the Influence of the 

society in which the main charactec lives. 1be writer will use George H. Mead"s 

theory of the self This is a sociological approach that the writer intends to apply 

because it sees people"s abiJi1y in forming and guiding thm- own conduct 

George Herbert Mead (1863-1931) is reckoned as one among few American 

lhinkers who have helped to shape the character of modem social science. He 

published a m.unber of articles 111d some book&. The most mmous. Mind, Seif and 

Society, is one of the chief sources as the basic components ofMead"s theory (p. 241) 
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To M~ tbe self is far more thao 'hmnalization of compomnts of social 

sbucture and culbre." It is a social proc~. a process of self-interaction in which a 

hmnan actor indicates to hmself matters than conftont him in the situations in which 

be acts. and orgmii2ES bis action through bis interpretation of such matters. 

(1991:242) Mead stress~ people"s ability tbrougi the mechanism of selt:inbnction 

to fom1 and guide their own manner. The 'internal conversations' one bas with 

oneself are the essential part of the Meadiao perspective. because they are the mems 

by which lmman beings take things into accolld and OqJ8llim themselves for 

action.(1991:246) 

The meaning of symbol is derived ftom Mead's definition of gesmre. \\'hich is 

not merely the first element of an act, but also a sign of the whole act As Mead puts 

it, .. Ge&tures dws intema1imd .-e significant symbols because they have the same 

meaning· for all individual members of a given society or social group. ie.". Mead 

defines symbol as a "the stimUDS \lfflOse response is given in advance." (1991:249) 

Symbolic interactiODism avoids a detamiuistic stance by refi•sing to treat the self as 

something that is undift'eremated. 1be dltemlimstic stance itself refers to the idea 

that the self is seen as one or sometling independent. In the other side. the coocept of 

Mead sees the self as a subject and dso ao oiject wich in tlis c111e is influmced by 

the individual and the society. Therefore this will deliver to the concepts that later 

wit be proposed by Mead. 

Mead viewed society as a constructed phenomenon that arises ott of the 

adjlstive interactions among ildivimals; as such, society cm be altered or 

reconstructed 1hrougb the processes denoted by the concepts of mi1d and selt: Mead 
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uses two concepts first developed by WDlimn 1ames, lhe •T' and 1he "me". 

(1978:320) 

1be first phase is the "I". which alows for certam degree of imovatioo and 

creativity as well as a degree of freedom :from control by others. For Mead, the "I" 

pomts to the impulsive tendencies of individuals. Mead sees the "I"' as the 

unorganized response of the oiganism to the attitudes of others, the sp~eous 

disposition or impulse to act. 1be second phase is "me .. which guides the behavior of 

a socialized person. and it brlngs the influence of others into the individual's 

coosciousness. (1991:244) The .. me.,. represents the self-image of the behavior in 

question after it has been emitted. 1be "me.. is a set of orgmized attitudes of others 

lhat the individual himself assumes in turn. that is, those perspectives on oneself that 

the individual has learned ftom others. With the concepts Mead emphasiz.ed that the 

.. r or the impulsive behavior cannot be predicted. The indiviwal can only "know in 

experience" (the "me") what has actually transpired and the consequences of the .. I" 

for the interaction are to be. (1978: 320) 
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C. Related Study about Radclyffe Hall's The Un/Jt Lamp 

According to Zoe Fairbaims. the author traces lhe development of lhe octopim 

in Mary Ogden. Her lmsband is something of a caricatme but makes the point, he is 

brutal and demanding and disgusts his wife sexually and personally. Macy's revmge 

is by taking U1Jch time for housc*eeping. and giving bad seavice on him. and 

consolation in snobbery and the love of her bdoved daughter, Joan. 

The Unlit Lamp is a novel about mother-love. albeit a parody of the ideal If 

the readers defend Joan"s right of autonomy. there would be question about what 

would happm to MIiiy. a coomibnmt to women's rigtts presumably includes her. 

WJdiout pattiarchal maniages and tyrannical h.asbands maybe there would not be 

Maly Ogdens. Maly is pitiful md sly but cannot be entirely assumed as wicked. 

inaedtble or inhwnan. The Unlit Lamp cannot be seen as an early plea for the sort of 

welfare state that would set Joan ftee by putting Mary into a sheltered house or giving 

her a home help. She needs to be loved and looked after. as she has loved and looked 

after others. Joan in her tmn has needs that only her mother can :fulfil FJizabeth is 

not soleJy motivated by love and altnism. 'Ibe power struggle of passion. possession 

and dependency ooly bring a tragic outcome, but it is not possible for the characters 

to act in any other way. 

R.adclyfle Hall wrote The Unlit Lamp because she was moved by a glimpse of 

a h.nnan predicament. and il it she was not settiJw ot.t to make a statement. but the 

statement is powemdly made. She is remembered mainly for The Welt of Loneliness, 

because of the seosatim it caused The Unlit Lamp as a counbution to the same C8USB 

of sexual understaoding .• .it is also a haumng. moving. provocative novel (1981: S) 
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