
SYNOPSIS 

Colonel Ogden family moved to Leaside for lhe colonel's health. He was a 

veiy stan husband and father. 'Ibis family had two daughtem. Joan and Milly. Joan 

was her mother's favorite. while Milly is her father"s. They were very different in 

appearance and chnmtter. Joan was a silent and patient child She always pitied her 

mother for her mther often bmlied her. Mrs. Ogden always looked so weak and 

:fragile that Jo111 always mowed her love and care to amuse her mother. 

Wonying about the childreo~s education. Mrs. Ogden fired a governess to 

teach the clildren privately. They had close relationship. especially Joan. She was 

much cleverEI' th111 her yomger sister. and Elizabeth. the governess. saw potentials in 

Joan and she was willing to help Joan to have brighter future. 

The closeness between Joan and Elizabeth stm1ed to ini1ate Mrs. Ogden. She 

thought that Joan loved Ei7.abeth more than her. She was mid lhat me would have 

to share Joan with BD}'One else. She disliked llzabelh more. when she folllld out that 

Elizabeth even encoun,ged Joan to start to tlink of her fubre. One day. FJizabeth 

decided to talk meetly to Mrs. Ogden about Joan. She thought the potentim that 

Joan had would be wasted if she was not given a chance to study tigher. which meant 

she had to move ftom Seabomne, lhe small ciy where they lived 

A new family moved there and became their good neighbor. They were the 

Bensons. Mm. Benson and her two sons. Richard and Lawrence were always nice to 

this family. Richam gave more attention on Joan. He thought Joan was clevEI' and he 

also encouraged h£r to get further study. 
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Colonel Ogden's sister. Henrietta Peabody. died. She left the three.hundred· 

pow1d-a year allowance for Joan and Milly which was meant for their study. Colonel 

felt upset about this. He thought that her sister undereslimated him by giving a help 

on taking care of bis children. But actually mi deeper anger was because he was not 

given any penny. For the lmowledge of receiving allowance :from her aunt. Joan had 

the hope that she could go to London as she wished. Besides. she had passed her 

exmn with honour. 

In one afternoon there was an accident when Joan and Milly took a walk with 

Eli1.abeth There was a woman who gets burnt in fire. Eizabeth helped her but she 

also got her hands burnt. 111e wound left pennanent scars on her hands. Joan was very 

sad. she stated to her parents that she wanted to be a doctor. Her mother suspected her 

having the idea related to Elizabeth's accident, which was not entirely wrong. Her 

father harshly refused lhe idea. He thought a woman should many and stayed home. 

To him being a doctor was indecent for women and it was only allowed for men. The 

heart attack of the colonel stopped the mgument 

One day Richard Benson proposed Joan. Being concentrated on her future. 

Joan refused his proposal At the same time. Eizabeth was also proposed by 

Lawrence Benson. Ricl:md's brother. She refused, aid told bin that she concentrated 

on Joalis future. She told Joan. who was really surprised by tlm coofestion. 

Elizabeth asked her for not letmlg her down. and ftom tms Joan knew lhat she meant 

a lot to Elizabeth. 
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Milly told her wish to go to London to study music. 111e colonel said that 

there was no money wbich upset her very much To his wife he admitted that he used 

the money to speculate on a gold mine tba.t he was sure would give them fortune. 

1be colonel was tembJy sick that he must be brought to London for 

medication. The result was nothing until he :finally died 'The family was in great 

financial problem for the money that the colonel had speculated brought no readt 

They automatically lost the money. Joan's spirit faded aw~. She could no longer 

counts on die allowance. Joan persuaded her mother to allow Milly taking her 

scholanmip and go to London. Her mother gave the pmnission so that Milly could 

go. 

On the other hand Elizabeth offered Joan a heJp by sharing her apanment so 

she would not cost much in London. Joan loved the idea but she could not leave her 

mother alone so she had to cancel the plan It took some time for Eizabeth to forgive 

her and give her another chance. But later she decided to comeback and wait 1.11til 

Joan was ready to go. 

In Londo~ Milly got a serious illness that she must be sent home. She got 

tuberculosis and finally she died because of it. The tragedy that happened in the 

fmily really broke Jomi>s heart. She felt that she no longer could stay in the house 

where all the memories she had with Milly still remained. Once more she made plan 

wilh Eilabeth to move to London. This time Eizabeth went on carefully for she did 

not want Joan to cancel it again. At the right moment Joan told hs- mother about the 

plan to move to London. Her mother was shocked and became very sad Joan offered 

to go "1th her. but Mrs. Ogden refused. She said that she pennitted Joan to do what 
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she really wanted. During the time before the departure. her mother showed to Joan 

that she would be helpless without her. For worrying her mother so much, at the last 

mimttes before her departure. Joan decided not to go. 'Ibis second cancellation really 

broke Elizabeth's heart. She was so disappointed that she refused to make any contact 

with Joan again. She accepted Lawrence's proposal and moves far away. · 

Joan continued her life with her mother. She accompanied her every time and 

everywhere. One day. accidentally Joan met Richard again. They were old now. and 

Richard still loved her. But when he proposed her once again. her amwer still 

remained the same. So Richard decided to walk out of her life. 

For being old, Mrs. Ogden died She left Joan alone. Her pension also died 

with her. Joan suffered financial difficulties for she did not have any money or 

ocrupation. Fmally her aunt Ann came to offf2' her a job of nursing her invalid old 

cousin, Ralph For having no choice. Jom decided to take the offering. 
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