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List of Transcription Phonetic Symbols 

This list includes phonetic symbols for the transcription of English sounds. 

Symbol Phonetic value 
a low central ( or front) unrounded vowel 
a central vowel ranging between fe] and [gl 
Q low back unrounded vowel; often written [a] 
D low back rounded vowel 
z low front unrounded vowel 
b voiced bilabial stop 
b Spiranti7.ed (bl; historicaJlv rBl, modem r V l 
~ voiced bilabial fricative 
C voiceless alveolar affiicate; IPA nsl or rtsl 
f voiceless oalatoalveolar affiicate; IPA ru, or rtn 
0 lax mid back rounded vowel 
a voiced dental fricative 
e tense mid front unrounded vowel 
g lax mid central vowel (unstressed in Ene:lish ); "schwa" 
£ lax mid front unrounded vowel 
g spiranti7.ed rel; same as rvl 
i tense him front unrounded vowel 
l voiced palatoalveolar affricate; IPA rml or rd~l 
m voiced bilabial nasal 
n voiced velar nasal; don't confuse with seauence r ne:1 
0 tense mid back rounded vowel 
0 mid central unrounded vowel, similar to fal 
r voiced alveolar trill (often used for other tvoes of "r") 
J voiceless postalveolar fricative; same as rfl 
u tense hieh back rounded vowel 
u lax hieh back rounded vowel 
A mid central unrounded vowel; stressed in Ene:lish 
y voiced velar fricative 
3 voiced palatoalveolar fricative; same as rtl 
? glottal stop; also written ' or ' 
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