
CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

I .l.BACKGRQUND OF THE STUDY 

In our dai l y  li ves we are never separated from 

language because of i ts funct ion as a means of com

mun ication. We can not deny that human be ing ie an 

individual an d soc ial creature that , of course , nee d to 

interact with other peopl e .  Language is al so use d to 

convey or transmi t  some informat ion and thoughts from 

one person to another . That is why the wri ter is so 

interested in l inguistic fiel d ,  espec ial ly in Soc io

l inguis t ics . 

One of subdisc ipl ines of l inguist ics is SOCIO

LINGUISTICS that is def l ned by Joshua A. Fishman as the 

study of the charac terist ics of language variet ies , the 

characterist ics of the ir funct ions , an d the charac

terist ics of the ir speakers as these three constan t ly 

in teract , change and change one another within a speech 

commun i ty <Dr. Hanaoer Pateda,1990:3>
'
. It is obvi ous 

that soc iol insuiat ica la a combi nat ion between linsu is

t ics an d soc iology , an d focuses on the rel at i onsh i p  

be tween l anguage and its use . As the wri ter stated 

above , human be ing can not be al i ve by h imself since he 

needs to do an in terac t ion with other people . 
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Whi l e ,  l anguage is onl y  al i ve because of soc ial inter

act ion . The wri ter t ries to adopt a topic abo ut "The 

Ethnography of Commun icat ion" , espec i al l y  rel ated to 

Del l  Hyme e· Theory of ETHNOGRAPHY OF SPEAK I NG .  Ethnog

raphy ia a f ield of study which .la primari l y  conce rned 

wit h  t he desc ript ion and anal ysis of cul ture ,  and 

l inguist ics is a f ield concerned, among o t he r  things, 

wi th the description and anal ysis of l anguage codes 

( Muriel Savil l e- Tro ike , 198 4 : 1) .  I n  her pape r the 

writer invol ves t he val ues of Javanese cul t ure in 

rel at ion to the patterns of l anguage c ho ice used be

t ween chil dren and the i r  parents in Middl e Cl ass-Mad iun 

fami l ies . The term "et hnography of commun icat ion" is 

intended to indicate t he necessary scope , and to 

encourage the do ing , of stud ies ethnographic in basis, 

and commun icat ive in the range and k ind of patterned 

compl ex i ty wit h  which t hey deal < Del l Hymes , 19 74 : 3) .  I t  

can be said that t he ethnography of commun ication is a 

f ield in soc iol inguist ics t hat stud ies l anguage in i ts 

rel at ion wi t h  al l variabl e outside the l anguage . 

Moreover, t he wri ter deals wit h  the c ho ice 

l anguage in Middl e Class- Mad i un famil i es since 

of 

thi s  

town 

Sol o ,  

is l ocated near t he center of Javanese c ul ture ,  

and far f rom industrial reg ion . Thie cond i t ion 

may bring infl uence in t he pattern of l anguage cho ice 
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used by i ts soc iety . The wri ter wan ts to see i ts 

pattern in the smal l est un i te of eoc iety , that is in 

fa.'m-il iee . Mad iun soc iety as a bi l ingual commun ity at 

least master t wo l anguages - Javanese and I ndonesian . 

I t  can not be den ied that they face a probl em of c ho ice 

in using a l anguage because there are factors that are 

assumed to have an i mportant rol e  in determ i n i ng the 

pattern of l anguage use or cho ice in a famil y .  

I n  a fam i l y  parents have a big rol e  i n  the l an 

guage l earn ing o f  the i r  c h i l d ren , so the l an guage 

cho i ce of the parents may bring an inf l uence to the 

chil dren . A househol d  is t he smal l est un i t  of cul ture 

i n  soc iety . I nteract ion bet ween its members, i n  t his 

case the writer onl y  incl udes parente-c hi l dren · s  

l anguage cho ice , is usual l y  indi cated wit h  the 

intimacy . Nowadays t he writer sees that the use of 

Krama I nggi l  l evel of Javanese starts to d isappear ( or 

l ess used ) . Furthermore , the wri ter t ries to f ind a 

cl ear description pertain ing to t he c ho ice of l anguage 

of bot h  part i c i pants - the c h i ldren and the i r  parents -

that at l east master Javanese and I ndonesian . 

I n  he r research the wri ter takes the c h i l d ren 

with the requi rement that they should st i l l  study at 

Sen ior High Sc hool because t he writer conside rs t hat J..n
,
,,-� 

t he i r  age they have had a responsibi l i ty and the i r  
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opi nion . They are also cons idered as educated people , 

in wh ich this condit ion w i l l  be abl e to hel p  the wri ter 

to · obta in a qual if ied data from the i r  answers . Mil l er 

proposed that younger children are more infl uenced by 

the standards and l anguage of the home and st i l l  large 

l y  unaware of att i t udes and school and the outs ide 

worl d . With the gradual infl uence of the school and 

one's peers , the older children become more and more 

impressed with the success on the outside and the 

pract ical i ty of ident ify ing with the affl uent maj ority 

( taken from Muriel Sav i l l e -Tro ike , 19 84 : 1 9 4 ) . From 

this view we can see that there are other factors that 

may inf l uence the pattern of l anguage cho ice of the 

chil dren such as the i r  surrounding and things that 

impressed them . 

1 . 2 .  STATBMBNT OF TUB PROBLEM 

Rel ated to the background of the study above

ment ioned the wri ter wants to f ind some possible expl a

nat ions f or the fol l owing quest ions : 

1 .  How is the pattern of l anguage cho ice between 

Javanese and I ndonesi an used by chil dren and the i r  

parents i n  Middle Cl ass- Mad i un famil ies ? 

2. Do the f i ve components of commun icat ive events 

infl uence thei r  cho ice of l anguage? .  
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I . 3.  OBJECTIVE OE THE STUDY 

In doins a research or analys is about lansuase 

choice as the statement of the probl em above , the 

writer has · severai obj ect ives . F irst of al l the wri ter 

wants to g ive a cl ear descript ion about the patterns of 

l anguage cho ice between Javanese and I ndonesian used by 

chil dren and the ir parents in Middle Claea-Mad iun 

famil i es in certain cond i t ions . Then , the wri ter al so 

wants to describes some factors that become the 

background of the ir cho ice of l anguage . 

I . 4 .  SIGNIFICANCE OE TUB STUDY 

By mak ing the study of l anguage cho ice in this.  

paper the wri ters hopes that i t  wil l be useful to g ive· 

contribut ion to the deve lopment of knowl edge and i n

sight in sociol inguist ics , espec ial l y  in the f ie ld of 

language cho ice . The wri ter al so hopes that this paper 

will be useful for the readers that are interested in 

the topic to get a broader i ns i ght pertaining to the 

cho ice of l anguage in the ir soc iety . Furthermore , the 

wri ter hopes that this paper w i l l g i ve contribution to 

the con t inuance of Javanese, espec ial l y  Krama Ingg i l  

l evel , s ince i t  i s  now l ees mastered and used . 
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I . 5 .  SCOPE AND LIMITATION 

As a l im i tat ion the wri ter onl y  f ocuses on the 

language cho ice between Javanese ( inc lud ing i ts three 

kinda of speech l evel s )  and I ndones ian used by children 

that �t i ll study at Sen ior High School and t ·he i r  

parents that have, a t  l east, Sen ior High School 

Cert i f icates in Madiun fami lies . The writer takes 

Middl e Cl aea- Mad iun fam i l ies as the obj ect of research 

since Mad iun la the nearest Kotamadya to 

centre town of Javanese culture . As stated 

Savi lle- Tro ike , the language becomes less 

So lo,  the 

by Muriel 

and lees 

"alua " as we move eastward from So lo ,  so are the people 

( 198 4 : 1 78 ) . Besides Mad iun le a c i ty that is f ar from 

industrial reg ion . Thia condi t ion may bring a certain 

inf l ue µce to the use of language in i ts soc iety . 

I n  this paper the wri ter deals with f ive compo

nents .of commun icat ive events proposed by Dell Hymes . 

Actual ly there are e ight components of commun icat i ve 

events that -determine the cho ice of language, but the 

wri ter onl y adopt the componen ts of Sett ing , Partic i -

pan t, End , Act Se quence ( topic ) ;  and key s ince 

are assumed to be the most rel evant factors in 

cho ice of l anguage . 

they 

the 
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I.6. THEORETICAL BACl{GRQUND 

Considering the phenomena abovement ioned , the 

wri ter usee several theories as the background . Accord

ing to De ll Hymes Soc iol inguist ics could be taken to 

refer to the use of l in guist ic data and anal yses in 

other d isc ipl ines , concerned with soc ial l ife,  and 

conversel y ,  to use soc ial data and anal yses in l inguis

t i cs ( 19 74: vi i ) . The word "Soc iol inguist ics" al so 

refers to the correlat ions between part icul ar l i nguis

t ic and soc ial phenomena . Hymes also said that the term 

"Ethnography of Commun icat ion " la in tended to indicate 

the necessary scope , and to encourage the do ing, o f  

stud ies ethnograph ic in basis , and commun icat ive in the 

range and k ind of patterned compl e xity w i th which they 

deal ( 19 74 : 3 ) . Ethnography i tsel f is a f iel d of study 

which i s  concerned primaril y w i th the descript ion and 

anal ysis of cul ture , and l i nguist ics is a f ie l d  con

cerned , among other things , with the descript ion and 

anal ysis of l anguage codes . 

I n  her paper the wri ter invol ves Javanese cul ture 

in this case Javanese f amil ies in which as Javanese 

they have several val ues that should be main tained, for 

exampl e :  the et iquette syetem . C. Geertz sai d  that in 

Javanese i t  is nearl y imposs i bl e  to say anything with

out indicat ing the soc ial rel at ionsh ip between the 

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI LANGUAGE CHOICE BETWEEN... RAHAYU ARININGSUH



6 

speaker and the l iste ner i n  terma of statue and 

famil iarity ( taken from J.B. Pride and J. Holmes, 

1972:167}. The co ntext of communicat ive event and the 

na�ure of . rel at ionship betwee n speaker and l istener 

determ i nes the cho ice of speech l evel s  of Javanese that 

shoul d be used by both eidee of part ici pants . 

I n  h ie book Dell Hymes proposed e ight components 

of communicative events cal l ed SPEAKING . I t  def i nes as 

Setting, Participant, End, Act Sequence(topic), Key, 

Instrument, Norm, and Genre. I n  this paper the wri ter 

w i l l  focuse on the f irst f i ve components si nce they are 

assumed as the most i nf l ue nc i ng factors i n  the cho ice 

of l anguage i n  fami l ies . Hymes said that al though those 

e ight components are l i nked together and i nf l ue nce the 

l anguage that is used by the speaker ,  not al l of them 

are taken apart . 

The key of ind ividual relationships i n  Javanese 

le that there are no two persons that have the same 

pos i t io n  or rank and that the i r  rel at i o nsh i p  la ar

ranged h ierarchicall y .  Niels Mulder said that "th is 

h ierarchical order correl ate parents-c h i l dren a nd 

shoul d give the stabil i ty and cont i nuance of soc ial 

l i fe (1985:54)". One factor that i nf l uence the dec ision 

of peopl e to use a language or a variety of the same 

l anguage is determ i ned with the soci al distance. I t  has 
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two d imens ions - t hey are vert ical and horizontal 

d imens ions . Vert ical dimens ion w i ll placed someone 

in a h igher or l ower pos i t ion and also determ ine the 

att i tude .of honour and dishonour . Whi le horizon tal 

d imens ion w i l l  determine the intimacy of a person 

toward the others . 

Hymea sa id that one component of commun icat ive 

event that determine l anguage cho ice i s  the component 

of hearer or the attendance o f  t h i rd person (1972:61). 

For Javanese i t  is necessary for them to consider the 

attendance of other person in t he i r  commun icat ive 

event . 

1 . 7 .  MBTHQD OF THE STUDY 

In this paper the writer uses a qual i tative de 

script ive method in which i t  is expec ted to be able to 

de�cribe the phenomena of real i t ies by anal yzing the 

data induct ivel y  and the causat ive re lat ionsh ip ( Mo

l eong , 1991). 

I.7 .1. Population ond Sampllns 

In this paper the populat ion taken by the wri ter 

are t he middle cl ass fami l ies in Madiun . But 

considering the saving of t i me ,  energy , and the budget 

it is tmpoaaible for the wri ter to take al l famil ies in 
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Mad i un ,  ao she dec ides t o  take sampl es . .I t  onl y 

inquiries a part of obj ects ( popul at ion ) ,  phenome na, or 

occurence , not al l of them C Marzuk l ,  19 7 7 :4 1 ) . By 

inquiring a part of popul at ion , we hope that the resul t 

wil l be abl e to describe the nature of popul at ion . 

I n  her research the wri ter uaea purposive sampl i ng 

in wh ich the tak ing of el emen ts that incl ude into 

samples ia done intentional l y ,  with a not ion that the 

sampl e la representat i ve . I t  la al so cal l ed Judgement 

Sampl ing C Marzuk i , 19 77 : 5 1 ) . Thia way la preferabl e 

s ince i t  eaves the budget ,  t i me ,  and energy besides the 

data resul ted shoul d be up- to-date . 

Th i rty middl e cl ass f amil ies f rom Mad iun 

( Kel urahan Taman ) were be taken aa respondents s ince 

the wri ter consider that the resul t in Kel urahan Taman 

represen ts the l anguage cho ice in Mad i un , d i vided into 

about th irty chil dren and s ixty parents . They are from 

9 RT . They shoul d ful f i l l  these fol l owing qual i 

f icat ions : 

For the chi l dren , they : 

- shoul d be J avanese 

- are be tween 16 -19 years old C at i l l  studying at 

Sen i or High School ) 

- were born in Madi un and never moved f rom the 

·ci ty 
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For the parents , they: 

- shoul d be Javanese 

speak Javanese as the i r  mother tongue 

- at le�st have Sen ior H igh School cert if icates 

1 1  

- have l ived in Mad iun for about s i x teen years or 

more and never moved in t he course of that t i me .  

I.7.2. Technique of Data Collecting. 

It is imposs ibl e  to gain l inguis t ics corpus by 

using single techn ique <Samarin , 1988 :1 18 ) . There are 

three techn i ques that the writer has done to col l ec t  

the data . F i rstl y ,  the writer emphas izes on the tech-

n i que of survey through questionnai re method ·so that 

the data are the answers of g i ven quest ions . In the 

questionnaire the wri ter g i ves mul t ipl e-choice 

quest ions and blank answer as an al ternat ive to re-
. 

epondenta . In order to f ind some qual i f ied and v i vid 

data the writer g i ves f reedom for the reepondente to 

choose one answer out of some opt ions . By this met hod 

of survey we w i l l  obtain the facts t hat can not be 

observed, the expl anat ion of t he past t hat have not 

been recorded yet, even the opin ion and mot i vat ion that 

are important to sol ve the probl em C Marzuk i , 1977:58). 

Secondl y ,  to euppo�t the accuracy or obJ ec t i v i ty 

of the data the wr iter al so uses interview techn ique 
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s ince it is more obj ective . Interview is a techn i que of 

data col l ec t ing t hrough one-s ided quest ion - answer that 

is . .  done in a systemat ic way and oriented on the obj ec

tive of the reeeal'ch < Marzuk i , 19 7 7 : 62 ) . Through inter

view the respondents w i l l  g ive direct answers in the 

hope that the accurate data w il l  be obt ained . Without 

this techn i que the researcher w i l l  not obtain i nf orma

t ion that are only obtained by ask ing the responden ts 

d irectly . 

Th irdl y ,  the wri ter also did observat ion . Thie 

techn ique la done by observing the phenomena accured 

direct l y . The purpose le to know the l anguage actual ly 

used by the children and the ir parents . I t  l e  al so more 

obj ec t i ve since the phenomena runed ie usual l y  the 

tuth . 

1.7.3.Technlque of Data Anal�aie 

I n  anal yz ing the data the writer uses qual itat i ve 

anal ysis .  Th ie kind of an al ysis focuses on the strategy 

of research such as part i c i pan t ·s observat ion , i n ter

view , f ield work that enabl es the researcher to obtain 

informat ion about empirical soc ial probl ems ( Fil etead 

, 19 7 0:6 ) . I n  qual i tative analys is we shoul d use per

centases and tabl es to make our anal ys i s  and descrip

tion eas ier. Usual l y  this techn i que ia used in l ingui a-
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t ics stud ies that focuses on the structure of l anguage . 

According to Kirk and Mi l l er the qual itat ive 

techn ique is a certain trad i t ion in soc ial sc ience that 

fund ament al l y  depends on the observat ion of human be ing 

toward h is surround ings and connect ion with soc i e ty 

through · l anguage ( t aken f rom T .  Fat imah DJ aJ asudarmat 

1993: 10). 

1 . 8. DEEINITION OE KBY TERMS 

I n  the descript ion of anal ysis the writer uses 

some terms that may not be understood by the readers 

yet . So , she tries to g i ve a c l ear def i n i t ion of them 

such as : 

Language cho ice is a l anguage wh ich i a  chosen by 

someone cons idering cert ain aspects ( e . g . the age of 

the interlocutor,  the set t ing , etc ) . 

Commun icat ive event is a process by which informa

t ion is exchanged between individual s through a common 

system of symbo l s ,  s igns , or behaviour . 

Middl e  Cl aaa- Madiun f am i l ies are fam i l ies in which 

t he parents work as sovermen t  empl oyees . 

Mother tongue is the f irst l anguage that is mas

tered by human be ing since the beg inn ing of the i r  l ives 

through interact ion w i th other members of the i r  speech 

community . 
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I ndonesian is the nat ional l anguage of I ndonesian 

peopl e .  

Chi ldren are those that are between 16-19 years 

o ld and sti l l  study at Sen ior High School . 

Parente are the mothers and fathere of thoee 

chil dren . 

Javanese is a l anguage wh ich is the mother tongue 

of c it izen of Central and East Java . 

JKI L is the h igh and pol i te l evel of Javanese . I t  

la usual l y  used to show an honour to the adressee,  e . g. 

young peopl e to the ol der one . 

JMKL le the middl e l evel of Javanese . I t  la more 

pol i te than JNL but l eas pol i te than JKI L .  

J NL i s  the l owest l evel of Javanese . I t  i s  used 

among c l ose friends or to a younger person . 

I . 9 .  ORGANIZATION OF THB PAPER 

Th is thesis consists of f i ve chapters . Chapter I 

is I ntroduct ion consi sted of background of the probl em , 

statemen t of the problem , obj ect ive of the study , 

sign i ficance of the study , scope and l imi tat ion , t heo

ret ical bac kground ,  method of the study , def i n i t ion of 

key terms , and ended with the organ izat ion of the 

thes is . Chapter I I  is Theoret ical Framework t hat de

scr-ibes the theory that ls used in anal yses . Chapter 

, 
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I I I  is the general deecript lon of t he obj ect o!  re 

search that sive a deecription of the ob�eote the 

wr�ter researched . Chapter IV la the presentation and 

anal yaia of the data obta ined from the resul t of re

search.  Thie thesis is ended w i t h  Chapter V that is the 

concl usion . 
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