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CHAPTER II 

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 

I I . 1. RELATED THEORIES 

Ethnography is a f ield of study which is concerned 

w i th the description and anal ysis of cul ture , and 

l inguistics la a f ield concerned , among o ther things , 

w i th the description and anal ys is of l anguage codes 

( Muriel Sav i l l e -Tro ike , 1984:1). With the publ ication 

of "The ethnography 0£ speaking" in 1962, Hymes l aun ­

ched a new syn theeizins disc ipl i ne wh ich focuses on the 

pattern ing of commun icative behaviour as i t  consti tutes 

one of the system of cul ture , and aa i t  rel ates to the 

pattern in other componen t systems . 

Accord ing to Dell Hymes , the term " ethnography 0£ 

Communication" is intended to indicate the necessary 

scope, and to encourage the do ing , o f  stud i es ethno-

graphic in bas i s ,  and commun i cati ve in the range 

the k ind of patterned complex i ty w i th which they 

and 

deal 

(19 74:3 ) .  Ac tual l y  Del l  Hymes descri bed s i x teen compo­

nen ts of commun icative events (19 74:54-6 1), but consid­

ering the eff ic iency or to make the se t of componen ts 

mnemon ical l y  conven ien t ,  the l e tters of the term 

"SPEAKING" can be used . In thi s  thesis the wri te r  onl y 

deal s ·wi th the f irst f ive components . 
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Se t ting refers to the t ime and pl ace of a speech 

act ( commun icat i ve event>,  in general , to the physical 

c ircumstances . T ime and pl ace may effect the meani ng of 

such an expression , i.e . greet ing . Scene is incl uded in 

th is component . Scene designates the psychological 

se t ting, or the cul tural def in it ion of an occas ion as a 

certa in type of scene . I n  dail y l ife the same persona 

in the same set t ing may redef ine the ir interact ion as a 

changed type of scene , say , f rom formal to i nformal , 

serious to fest ive , or the l i ke . I n  her thes is the 

wri ter w i l l  focuee on the informal eituaaions occured 

in f ami l ies . The writer takes the se tting of the home 

without maklng a detail in the t ime and pl ace of commu-

nicat lve events such as in the l iving room or in t he 

bed room . 

Par t i cipan ts are peopl e invol ve or take a part in 

a commun icative event . Hymes said that: 

"An adequate description of the partic ipants i n ­
cl udes n o t  onl y  obserable tra i ts , but background 
informat ion on the composit ion and rol e  rel at ion­
sh i ps w i thin fami l y  and other soc i al inst i ­
tution�< Del l  Hymes , 197 4: 5 4) . 

I n  her thesis the wr iter takes chil dren and the ir 

parents ae part ic i pants consldering their rol e  rel a­

t ionships wi thin the ir fam i l ies . The appearance of 

part ic ipants may al so be rel evant to the interpre tation 

of ·the ir commun icat ive behaviour , · and thus require 
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deecrip t ion . Beeides bel ief about who may partic ipate 

in commun icative events is cul ture- specif ic , and is 

often not l imited to human . The part ic ipan ts t hat are 

invol ved ·in commun icative events can infl uence t he 

l anguage cho ice that they shoul d use . 

The end or purpose of an even f rom a community 

standpoin t , of couree , need not be iden t ical to t he 

purposes of t hose engaged in it . I t  inc l udee outcomes 

and goal s .  Hymes said t hat wit h  t he reepect bot h  to 

outcomes and goal s ,  t he conventional l y  expected or 

ascribed must be distinguish from t he pure l y  situation­

al or personal , and from t he l atent and un intended 

( Hymes , 19 74 : 55 ) . The in teractions of a particul ar 

event may determine its part icul ar qual ity and whe ther 

or not t he expec ted outcomes is reac hed . The act ual 

mot ives , or some portion of t hem , of part ic ipants may 

be quite varied. Sometimes we see t hat t he part icipants 

use certain l anguage or a variety of a l anguage to get 

their end , or vice versa . 

Ac t sequence invo l ves message form and message 

content < Hymes , 19 7 4 : 56 ) .  Content enters an al ysis first 

of al l perhaps as a quest ion of topic and of c hange of 

topic . Members of a group know what is be ing tal ked 

about,  and when what is tal ked about has c hanged , and 

manage maintenance , and change , of topic . · These abil i-
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t ies are parts of the i r  commun icat ive competence of 

part icular importance to the study of the coherence of 

discourse . Peopl e  usual l y  change their language when 

the topic 1s also changed . Espec ially when competence , 
. 

the abil i ty of persona , is of concern , one must recog­

n ize t hat shared ways of speaking acquire a part ial 

autonomy , develop ing in part in terms of an inner l og ic 

of the i r  means of express ion . The means of express ion 

cond i t ion and sometimes control conten t . 

Key la introduced to provide for the tone , manner , 

or spirit in which an act is done . I t  corresponds 

roughly to modali ty among grammat ical cetegories . Acts 

otherwise the same as regards set t ing , part ic i gant s ,  

message form , and the like may differ i n  key , as e . g .  

between moc k :  Serious or perfunctory . Key is of ten 

conventional l y  ascribed to an instance of some other 

component as its attribute; seriousness , for exampl e 

< Del l Hymes , 1974:57) . 

Other theor ies suc h as the theories of C .  Geertz ,  

Niels Mul der , etc can be seen in the theoretical back -

grounds in Introduc tion . 

I I . 2 .  R.BLATED STUDIES 

I n  her thesis t it led "A study of the rel at i onship 

betwe en the chil dren '  a language and the t ype of f amil y 
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on the sixt� srade children of SD Giki I Surabaya " ,  

Yarry Chrlaatyavati - the student of Engl ish Depart­

ment ,  Airlangga Un iversity tried t o  anal ize the rela­

tionship ·between type of famil y and the c hildren · s  

l anguage in whic h t he y  have spent their l ives and 

obtain l anguage soc ial izat ion . She found that the 

c hildren who are brought up among t he democratic fami­

l y ,  in which the parents are accustomed to give reasons 

and expl anat ion , used el aborated l an�uage . 

Whil e Bea Anssrainl - the student of I ndonesian 

l anguage and l iterature of Airl angga Un iversity has 

made an anal ysis on t he pattern o f  l anguage usage in 

mixed famil ies in Surabaya . She tried to see one side 

of t he patters of mixed-marriage famil ies with the 

major probl em on the kind o f  l anguage used by respond­

ents ( Madurese - Javanese famil ies ) and t he factors that 

infl uenced t heir l anguage usage . She focuses on four 

factors t hat infl uence their l anguase choice - part ic i­

pants , topic , situat ion , and the attendance o f  othe r  

members o f  famil ies and al so t he pattern o f  l anguage 

usage between husbands and wives , parents and chil dren , 

and among c hil dren . 

Another study rel ated with t he wrl ter· s thesis la 

a study o f  Javanese usage in Surabaya youth from Java­

nese · ethnic by Rina Aguetlningtyas - the student o f  
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I ndones ian l anguage and L i teratute , Airl angga Un i versi­

ty . She anal yzed the uease of Javanese used by Surabaya 

Youth rel ated to the formal and informal s i tuat ion and 

the int i mate and non - int i mate rel at ionsh i p  of the 

respondents . 

Soeseno Kartomi hardj o wrote "Ethnography of 

Commun icat ive Codes in East Java" that contains t he 

current use of spoken I ndonesian and Javanese in East 

Java w i th regard to the soc ial and cul tural factors 

which determine t he choice of e ither of these two 

l anguages and the i r  variet ies . I t  is intended as a case 

study which wil l con tribute to our knowl edge of how 

I ndonesian and Javanese ( w ith the i r  variet ies ) are 

actual l y  useq in East Javanese soc iaty , not onl y among 

peopl e of the Javanese ethn ic group but among other 

e thn ic groups as wel l  who are res iden ts of East Java . 
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