
CHAPTER I 

I NTRO DUCTIO N  

I . 1 .  BACK GRO UND O F  STUDY . 

As 

p rovid ed 

God �s p e rfe c t  l iving c re atu re ,  human b e ing 
'· 

w it h  h e art and m ind . It dep e nds o n  human 

. . .. _ 

• I • , � 
i'·:: · •• · 

• � I• ' . 

is .· 

him - �' ::: 
s e l f  t o  gain the h ig h e s t  p o s it io n  in the eyes o f  God . 

Hum an ab il ity in �s ing h is he art and m ind to l iv e  his 
I 

• I 
l ife as "khal ifatu l l ah' o n  the w o r l d  e nab le s  h im t o  d o  

s e l f- c rit ic is m .  His ab il ity i n  u s ing s e l f- c rit ic ism 
· . '  

is · · 

o ne o f  the w ay in g ainiJg in gaining hap p ine s s  in � s 

w o rld ly l ife and afte r l ife . i: 

U s ing s e l f- c �it ic is m , m an comes t o  t he ne ed o f  

e xp re s s io n. M an ne e ds too ls to e xp re s s  h is t houg h t s ,  

v iews ,  exp e rie nc es as s e l f  c rit ic ism . L it e ratu re al lows 

man t o  e xp re s s  s e l f- c rit ic ism as wo rk of art . 
,:1 . 

Lite ratu re as · w o rk o f  art, is o ne w ay t o  e xp res s :-

man's id e as .  Thro u g h  w rit t en and o ral l it e ratu re , m an in 

the fu tu re w il l b e  ab l e  t p  kno w  t he c o nd itio n o f  t h e  

p re v io u s  Era . L it e ratu re c o nt ains re c o rds o f  p e o p l e 's 

v alu e s , t hought s , and al 1 asp e c ts o f  l ife , inc lud ing 

s e l f- c ritic ism . L ite rat u r� m ay fairly b e  regarded as t he 
i 
' 

b e s t  w ay o f  e xp re s s ing and "finding s e l f- c ritic ism. . ' 
. .  , . · • . 
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Novel as o n e  f orm of lit e r a tur e cov e rs a large 

s c ope as it c an be s e e n  f r om its l en gth. As on e o f  
! 

lit e r ary f o rms, it a l s o  des c r ib e s  v arious aspe c ts of 

human l if e. Nove l con veys a s pe c ia l  mess age thr ough its 

c on t en ts. As o n e  aspe c t s  o t human l if e ,  s e lf-crit i cis� 
r} 

can als o b e  f oun d in gre a t  degre e in the n ove l . 
" 

On e of the n ove l s  con t ain ing a l arge part of s elf -

c r itic ism is Sense and Sensib i l ity, writ ten by Jan e 

Aus t en .  Jan e Aus t e n  i l l us t r a t e s  s e l f - c ritic ism i n  b o th 

her h e r o in es , E l in or and M arian n e. T h e y  b o th h ave their 

own charac t e r s  c ausing them t o  r e ac t  d if f e r e n t l y  toward 

s imi l a r  problem. 

Jan e Aus t e n 's n o ve l, Sense and Sensibility appears 

to b e  the e a r l ie s t  in c o n c e ption. The n ove l which c om-

pares the b e liefs and c on duc t of t w o  pro t agon is ts with 

the obje c t  o f  f in ding o n e inv�r iably right and the o th e r  

invar iab l y  w r o ng, s e ems t o  hav e  b e e n  par t icu l ar l y f ash-

ion ab l e  dur in g the y e a r s  1795-6. 

A l l  n ov e lis t s  who choose'  the c on t r as t  f o rmat do s o  

in o r d e r  t o  m ake a n  explisit ide ologic al po in t. Jan e  

Aus t e n  c on s c ie n t ious l y  m a in t ains the prin cip l e  o f  a 

c ompar is on. He r n ov e l advan c e s  on the assumption tha t 

what happe n s  t o  o n e  o f  the c e n tra l char a c t e rs mus t also 
·' 

happe n t o  the o ther .  

By that r e as o n  l ie s  the int e r e s t  o f  the w r it e r  of 
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t h e  t h es i s t o wa rds Jan e Au s t en 's n o v el Sense a nd Sensi-

bjljty. The n ov el p res en ts c omp ari son , y et id eo l og ical 

p o i n t  d o es not l ay on one c en tral c haract er rat h er it 

l i es on b o t h  c en t ra l  c harac t ers , Eli n o r  and M ar i ann e 

Das h wo od . 

The mo t iv e  o f  t h e  f i rs t vo lu m e  is t he a t t i tud e o f  
I 

eac h  gi rl t o wa rd s  t h e  man sh e hop es t o  marry . In t h e  

o p en in g  o f  t h e  n ovel, El i n o r  a lready kn o ws Edward F er-

ra rs . When Ed ward and El i n o r  has t o  s epara t e, M rs .  

Das h wood inv i t es h im t o  v i s i t  t hem a t  Bart o n .  b u t  h e  

s eems r el u c t an t .  Thereaf t er, El i n o r's end uran c e  o f  

un c er t a i n ty ab ou t Ed wa rd 's f eel ings b ec o m es a f ac t o r  i n  

h er c h a rac t er .  

The d ramat i c  en t ran c e  o f  Wi l loughby , M a ri ann e's 

l over i n t o t h e  n ovel , wi th his m o re f l amboyan t c h a rac t er 

as wel l as in h i s app earan c e ,  i s  c on t ras t ed wi t h  Ed -

wa rd 's .  Ho wever, s uc h  c o n t rfd i c t i o n  i s  d evel o p ed by 

Aust en t o  en f o rc e  a s i m i la r i t y  of s i t u a t i on in o rd er 

J an e  
Q 

t o  

b ri n g  o u t  t h e  d i s s i m i l a r i ty o f  c ha rac t er .  .when Wi ll ough-

by l eaves ,  M rs . Das hwood on c e  m o re i s s u es her inv i ta t i o n , 

wh i c h  i s  i n exp li cab ly n o t  ac c ep t ed ,  and M ari an n e, l i k e  

El i n o r ,  is l ef t  t o  a p eriod o f  l on el in ess and an x i et y .  

In t h e  s ec ond v o lume,  t h e  t �o h ero i n es a r e  p l a c ed 

ag a in i n  s im i l ar p red i c amen t . B o t h  exp ec t  t o  m eet t h e  
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loved o ne t h ere, b o t h  are u neas i ly t o  wa i t ;  c a rd s  are lef t 

by eac h  o f  t h e  you ng m a n; eac h  i s  lo s t , o r  s eems lo s t  t o  

a rival woman. 
l 

Eli no r a nd Marianne, aga i n  i n  c o nt ras t ed p ers o na l i t y ,  

d eal wi t h  t h ei r  o wn p rob lems d i f f erent ly . The c o nt rast 

i s  b et ween t wo mod es of t h i nk i ng a nd p erc ep t i o n. M a ri -
•, 

a nne"s way i s  s u b jec t i v e, i nt u i t i ve, imp ly i ng c o nf id enc • 

i n  t h e  nat u ral go od nes o f  human nat u re when u nt ramm elled : 

b y  c o nv ent i o n. On t h e  o t h er ha nd ,  Eli no r's way i s  m o re 

cau t _i o u s  o rt hodoxy , s h e  m i s t ru s t s  h er o wn d es i res , a nd 

requ ires even h er reas o n  to s eek th e  supp o rt o f  obj ec t ive 

ev id enc e .  Tho s e  c o nt ras t ed p ers o na li t i es b ri ng ab o u t  t h e  

d i f f erent s elf -c rit ic i s m , wh i c h  f u rt h ermo re rev eals t he 

d i f f erent at t i t u d e  i n  judg i ng o ne's p ers o nali t y , u nd er-

s t a nd i ng s elf -lim i ta t i o n, s elf -i nt eres t , a nd t he way t o  

d ea l  wi t h  s o rrow. 

Sho rt ly ,  t h e  s t o ry end s wit h  · happ i nes s f o r  b o t h  

hero i nes . Eli no r marri ed Ed ward F errars a nd M a rri a nne, 
.. 

los i ng h er f i rs t  lov er ,  mafri ed t o  Co lonel Brand o n. T� e 

d i f f erent o u t c om e  o f  t h e  lov e  s t o ry i s  c au s ed by a 

d i f f erent way o f  h a nd li ng p ro b lem s  i n  t h ei r li f e .  

Eli no r hand les h er p ro b lems i n  mo re rat i o na l  way , wh i c h  

lo o s ens · h er b ro k en h eart and b ri ngs h er t o  rea l li f e. 

Wh i le M a ri an ne let s t h e  p ro b lem judg ed by her s en t i m en 

tal ity a nd t h e  p rob lems t ak e  over alm o s t  h er li fe .  

. ,• �-... 
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T he chain of backg r ound o f  the study above shows 

that self - c rit i c ism is s igni f i cant f or the ex istenc e o f  

humnn heing toward h i mself and his so r round ing. 'I' h� t. 1• c• .. 

the reason why self-c r itic ism is nec essary to b e  dis-

r.ussed i.n larger ex tent. 

1.2. STATEMENT OF P ROBLEM. 

'J'he main . issue of the thesis necessarily prf:!!>'�nted 

are: ls the r e  any self-c r itic i sm in the novel S?-JL���.n.d 

How far is self- c ri ticism illustrated by 

Jane Austen through h e r  he r oines El inor and HRrianne 

Dashwood in her n ov e l Sense and Sensibility? and what is 

the meaning o f  self-c r i t i cism? 

I . 3 .  OBJECTIVE OF STUDY . 

·Due to the sta t e ment o f  p r o blem as the main issue in 

Lile t.hesis, writer of.' the thesis wants to l'iud out: 

1 .  The e xis tance o f  se l f-crit i c ism in the novel. 

2. 'I'he way in i l l us t ra ting self-criticism. 

3. The me�ning of sel f - c r iticism . 

I .4. S IGN IFICANCE OF STUDY. 

'I' he w r i t e r o f the the s is w i � hes t ha I:. the d i. s r.: u s s j on 

on self-c ritic i sm will give a sl ight und e r standing on 

r 
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the issue, fu r th e r m o r e  it wi l l  give an o ther way 
l 

its i mpl ication . 

6 

t.o lrn'--iw 
,:) 

Hopefully, the thesis w ill give clu e on how to use 

self- c r i t i c i sm as o n e  way o f  learn ing p r o c ess , which 

gu id es us to encoun t e r  pr oblems in our l ife. The th�sis 

is nlso mnde to c o mple te the f inal assignment in Huhiev-

ing the Sarjana d eg r e e . 

I . 5 .  SCOPE AND L I M I TATION. 

The thesis d iscusses self - c r i tic ism of Elinor and 

Mar i an n e  as the main characte r s  o f  the novel. Self-

cril.i.ci.srn evokes as in dividuality process in bot: h ind"i-

vid uals . It is b r ought b y  ge n e ra l  charac t e r izatjon of 

Elinor and Mar ian n e . Each of those charac t e rs iR facing 

the similar confl i c ts in love affa i r. Conflicts wer� 

dea lt differ�ntly by e ach charac t e r. 

D u e  to this cir cumstan c e , the the s i s  l i mits the 

scope of stud y in self-critic ism , wh i ch b r i n gs ab ou t the 

d i fferent at t i tud e i n  ju dg i ng on e's personality, under-

stan ding self-l i m i tat i on, u n d e rstandin g  self-in terest, 

the way to deal with so r r ow. 

I.6. THEORY AND APPLICATION . 

'l'he w r i tP. r of the thesis
. 

di.scusse::: one of I.Ire irr-

t rins i c  elemen ts i n  l i t e rary wo rk. She is approaching the 
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mni11 issue by us ing ph i losophycal appr o a c h . While an aly

s i.ng and desc r. ib i.n g t h e ma in issue , she uses su i tab 1 e 

structural the o ry, as the w r ite r wants to an alyze the 

work within the work i tself . 

Novel hus a number of common elements; ct.aract:er, 

plot and sett i n g . Those ele m e n ts a r e  c alled t h e intr i n 

s i c  elements o f  l ite r a t u r e . As t h e  w r ite r of the thesis 

i n t ends to d isc uss t he char acte rs, wh i c h  h appen to b e  o n e  

of the i n t r ins j c elements:of lite rary work, she uses 

struc tural theory in �n alys i n g  h e r  m a i n  issue . S tructur

a] · theory concerns t he work w i th in the work of art it.

self. I t  s tud i es t h e  elemen ts i n s i d e  t he work , w h i c h  a r e  

plot, c haracte rs , a n d  setting (Wellek ,  1956, p:216) 

P h ilosophyc al approac h is used t o  supp o r t the theory 

in :rnaly::>iraH self-criticism. It studies the moariing, 

process and s ign i f i c an c e  of self - c r i t i c ism. 

I. 7. METHOD OF RESEARCH. 

T h e  w r i t e r  o f  t he t hesis uses l i b r ary r ese a r c h  to 

colle c t  inform at ions n e edLd for t he t h esis . The w r i�er 

nollects rAquir ed i nfo rmat ions th roug h books of theory 

and l iterature w o rk r elated to the n ov e l and the m a i n  

iss110, thRt. i:ire S...e..�aru:l.Jie.ru.iiitY.. and si::lf-f!rj t.i.c ism 

in Rlinor and Harian n e"s ch ar act e rs . The collectArl infor-
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mat i on s  a r e  be i ng sele.cted du e to the d i s cu s sion of t-he 

m a i n  issu e o f  the the s i s. The s ele cted in f orma t i ons ar� 

u sed to be an al i s ed in accordan c e  to the objective of I hr· 

wr iter. 

The thes i s  is wr itten desc rip t ively to expla in thP. 

wr i t e r·s analys i s. A c c o rd ing t o  F r edson Bau e r  i " 

'..l'he Art of L i terary Resea rch, sta t ed that "Des cri pti v··· 

An alys i s  i s  a t erihnic al invest i g a t i on o f  a printin� 

pract i c e  to get all· t h e  d atas by u s ing me t h ods of anaJjt-

ic to d e s c r ibe the content o f  a boo k g iven ... 

De s c r iptive an alys i s  w h i c h  i s  c o n nec ted .  w i t h  thP 

t heo r i e s  u s ed in d i s c u s s i n g  the t h e s i s  will obtains 

d a t u m. Datu m obta i n ed f r om t he an alys i s  are fused And 

in t e rpr eted to g a i n  t h e  m e an ing of. s elf - c r i t icism. 
' 

1.8. KEY TERMS. 

As the the s i s d i sc u s s e s  s elf - c r i t i c i sm in Elinor Anrl 

Mar i an n e  in t he n ovel Sens·e and Sensibility, t here might 

be s ome spec i al w o rds o r  phrases w h i c h  need to be ex-· 

pla i n ed p r i o r  to the an alysis: 

SENSE: Foundat i o n  on w hi c h  everyt h ing g o od may be bu i lt . 

An y spe cial c ap ac ity f o r  percept i on o r  impress i on of 

s o meth i ng. An op inion or judgement f o rmed or he l d  by �n 

assemblage o r  b ody oi p e r s on. (Lex i c o n  Webster D i ction-

a ry. 1976) 
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SENSIBILITY : A n i c e  and d el i c a t e  p e r cept i on of p lea!':11rA 

o r  p a in, beauty or-d efo rm ity. It i s  experienc ed in n 

much h ighe r d egree. i n  c i v il i sed than in s avage ni=ft i ··111R . 

and among p e r s on s  l ib e r ally edu c ated than am ong bc1ors and 

i l l iterate me chan i c s: (Encyclop aed i a  Br itann ic a, 17R71 

SELF: A p erson OF th ing , w ith r e spe ct to his, her nr itn 

own p e r s on, ind i v id u a l ity, o r  id ent ity . The nat•HP ,.". 

charac t e r  o f  a p e r so� or th ing at a p art i cu l ar time n1· i n  

p a r t icu l a r  aspect: (Lex i con Web ster D i ctionar y . 197R� 
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