
CHAPTER I I  

THEORETICAL F RAMEWORK 

I I.1. RELATED THEORY. 

l11 analysing the main issue of the thesis, th� 

writer of the thesis is using philosophycal approach to 

support structural theory applied to an alyse the main 

issue. The main issue of thesis is about self-criticism, 

therefore in this chapter, she also inserts an under-

standing about the issue. 

II. 1. 1. STRUCTU RAL THEORY. 

Structural Theory is used to analyse self-criticism 

of Elinor ,and Marianne Dashwood in Jane l\usten·s 

. 

Sense and Seosibilit�. Structure is a concept including 

both content and form·so f ar as they are organized for 

aesthetic purposes. The work of art is, then, considered 

as a whole system of signs, ot structure of signs, serv-

ing a specific aesthetic purpose (Wellek, 1956, p: 141). 

II.1.1 . 1. PLOT. 

Plot is the sequence of incidents or events of 

which tho nnvi.::l Sense and Sensjbilit� i s composed. 'l'he 

elements of plot are: exposition, conflict, climax Rnd 
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denoument. These elements must be arranged into some 

kind of effective structure. 

One of the elements of plot that is important to 

discuss in the thesis is conflicts. Conflicts are devid-

ed into two, namely internal and external conflicts. 

Internal conflicts arise·in the inner life of the charac-

ter, while external arise between the character with her 

sorrounding or with the other character. 
� 

The important conflicts to consider 
� 

in anal ising 

self-criticism of Elinor and Marianne in Sense and Sensi-

bill�� is both the inner and external conflict. The inner 

conflicts arise in Elinor's and Harianne·s minds. Exter-

nal conflicts which arise in Elinor are the conflicts 

between hP.r and Marianne, and Elinor with Fanny IJashwond 

and Lucy Steele. While in Marianne, they are reflected 

in the conflicts between her and Elinor, and Marianne 

with Willoughby. Those conflics arise and bring out 

self-cr'.l,ti.cism. 

I I . 1 . 1 . 2. CHARACTERIZATI ON. 

Character is also important to discuss in the thesis 

because the ohject of study is the character. 

is the crea.t
'
l.on of people who give a sense of life· s 

qunliti es or possibilities in S..e.ns .. tLJllltLSeusj.b.i UJ .. Y. 
E. H. Forster devided characters into two, namely 
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flat and round chara cter . F lat c ha ra c t er usually has 

only one outstand in g  t ra it o r  f eatu re a nd tend to stay 

the same thro ughout a s t o ry .  Rou nd c harac t ers presen t us 

with more facets and they o�ten l earn or become en light-

ened, grow or d eter i orate. 

· In the thes is, t h e  d is �u s s ed c h a ract ers are the 

round ones . .  'rhey t end t o  c h a ng e  alo ng as self-criticism 

appears. They have t h eir c hara c t eriz a t io n  that we have 

been t old in the exp o s it io n of Sense and-5�nsib1Lit.Y... 
Characteri zati on effe ct ed by co nf lict s , evo k e  self-criti-

cism, make the characters behav e in a sudd en and unr-:x-

pected way. Thu s, s elf - c rit ic ism evo ke as the result o f  

clrnractP.rs fac i n g  con fli cts t o  ga i n  the r i ght decision. 

II.1.1. 3 .  SETTING. 

We o f ten t h ink o f  t h e  s c ene o f  a p iec e o f  f ict io n-

-if we think of it at all- - as l i tt le more than a detail, 

mechan i c ally n ec essary o f  c o u rs e ,  bu t without further 

sign ifi can ce. Somet i mes, after we hav e finished reading 

a good story or novel, we d o  bec om e  a ware that it has a 

characteristic "feelin g', that the world. it has created 

c arri es a character ist i c  "atmosphere', and we bec ome 

aware, too, that th i s  atmosphe�e is a c omponent of the 

whole effec t .  
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A se t t ing in f i ct i o n  r e f ers to the plac e  where th e 

event.s occur a.nd U.m e o f  age o f  acti ons . T h e  pnrticnlar 

place and plac e provoke, howe v e r  m in i mally, cer tai� 

feel ings (P enn, 1975, p: 10). A d ingly alley provokes a 

feeling d i f feren t  f r om that natur ally assoc iated w i th a 

greer1 field, a 1uxur ious r o om� o r  n t rop i c al jungle. 
Not only in the sett ing itself, but t h e  assoc ia-

tions, enter i nto the c ha r a c t e r i st i c  fe el ing: we a r e  

d epr essed by t he d ingly alley, no t m erely b e c ause i t  .is 

ugly and dir ty, but b e c ause, w i t h  it  w e  assoc i a t e, con-

Rciously or un consc iously, the poverty, mJs0ry, �nd 

struggle of the human b e i ng f o r c ed to l i v e  t he r e. 

II.1.2. THEORY OF INDIVIDUALITY PROCESS. 

P h ilosophyc al . approac h  used in approac h ing self-

c rit i c ism i n  t he t hesis i s  p h ilosopy of ind i v idual i ty 

proc ess. T h e  app r o ac h i s  m e r ely used t o  m ake an und er-

st and ing on t he mean i ng and proc ess of self-c rit i c ism, 

a lso i ts s i gn i f i c ance towards human nature. 

As human b e ing, man h as c e r t a in ne eds to fulf ill, 

not only phys i c al needs suc h  as food , hous i ng, clothing, 

be ing heal t hy, e t c, but a'so sp i r i tual needs i n  the 

of reli gion, self cr i t i c i sm, 1.e a rn i ng th ings, eb:-: . 

form 
� 

'I' hose 

needs ne c essar ily t o  b e  f ul f i lled i n  o rd e r  t o  comple te· 

the process i n  gaining man"s honour and prid e  R s  thA PAr 
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f eet human being. 

Self - c rit ic ism _js ess enc ially imp o r t ant t o  put R 

bas ic u nd ers tand ing·o f ma n's s elf relied , becau s e.  PVP.ry 

exp erienc e in l ife is led t o  and prep a r ed for ma n · s im 

provement and p erf ec t io n  (Or Hu ijb ers , 1 986). 

C. G. Ju ng stated t hat t h ,e p rocess o f  ind i viduR J i ty 

is lea rning t o  acc ep t  sho rtages and weaknes s ,  living, 

toget h er wit h t h em, g et t ing ins p irat io n  o n  what is nF>r>de.d 

f rom him by the wo rl.d , obs erving the r o l es th at he ··�n 

p lay , generat ing t h e  p o t enc ies hidd en within hims�lf, 

loo king for t h e  e�s enc e a nd na ture o f  hims elf, not •hP. 

things a lread y b een p resc rib ed by t h e  envi ronmr�n t. · 

Through the pro ces s o f  s earching, comp r eh ending and s•df 

acc ep ta nc e  which is ·o f t en·hard , man wil l be self reliAd. 

He is happy to f ind the ess enli\e o f  l if e. (Dah l er Fr::illZ, 

1978). 

I 

The process ot.individua1ity 9f C. G. Ju ng h elps th e 
• 1 '  . • . 

. : . � : 
writer o f  the thesi� to reoogn�se s elf - c rit ic ism as th e 

' ; I • ', ' • 

elements of pro c es s  

iJ 
,_ 

II.1.3. SELF-CRITICISM. 

Self - c rit icism 'is the act o r  capab ility o f  viewing 

o ne's ac ts o r  m o t ives in an ob ject ive manner . It is Riso 

the t end ency t o  u nd errate o ne's capab ilit ies or find 
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f'111Jlt. wit h one·s own actions. (Lexicon Webster Di<!l.inn-

ary. 1976) 

Self-criticism reveals in characters who tend to 

ga i n  the ti tle o f  a perfect man. Se l f-critic ism ap pea rs 

t.o be one e]Aments in the process to. complete mHn·s 

exis t e n c e  in the universe. 

Se l f-criticism is manif ested in Jane Au sten's novel 

S..e.n�e_an_�nsibility in f orm of:  Judgin g one·s person -

ality, understanding se l f-limitation, u nderstandi n g  self-

interest, �nd the way to deal w i th sorrow. 

11.2. RELATED STUDIES. 

The study of self - cri t i cism has been done before by 

several critics, yet bhere are n ot spec i fic en ough in 

discussing the i ssue. The significance of se l f-c r itic i sm 

a t t r acts the writers interest in discussing the issue in � � 
furthe� analys i s. " 

There is crit ics that the writer o f  the thesis· 

refers to, tha t is by M ari lyn Butler in Jane Austen and 

The War of Id!.tli.s., 1976. She stated that "The her oine is 

n ot so mu ch in doubt about the natu re o f  extern al truth, 

as concern w i th the knowledge o f  herse l f ,  her passion s, 

and hE!r duty." (p.190). Furthei::more, she mentioraed t.h1Jt 

"But it is El ino r a l one who can be seen living through 
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the momen ts of se lf-exam i n at i on that e v i d en t l y  t yp i c al o f  

b11Ll1 nw11 (UobP.rt FP.rrars and W illoughby) (p.190). 

'l'hus, Harilyn Butler's d iscussion on self-crH.icism 

on I y .lies on E 1 in or· s person a l i ty, who t end s t.o show 

self- c riticism in l arge con cern, i n s t e ad 

The wri t er o f  t he thes is pays atten t i on 

Elinor's persorlal ity but in M ariann e's as 

o f  Marrianne. 

n o t  on ly on 

well. While 

M ar i ann e tends t o  show sel f-cri t i c ism only i n  the d enou

ment of the st ory. 
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