
CHAPTER I V  

c___ SELF CRITICI SM OF ELI NOR AND MARIANNE . 
1, . 

I V . 1 .  SELF-CRITICI SM I N  THE STRUCTU RE 
) 

OF THE NOVEL SENSE AND SENSIBILITY 

I 
I V . 1 . 1 .  CHARACTE RI Z ATION . I 

I 
Elinor Daswood 1 s the o ld e s t  daughte r o f  M r s . H enry 

Dashwood , who i s  only nine t e en ye a r s old when the nov e l 

I 
begin s . She i s  sen� i t i ve and ob s e rvant , f o r  she is no t 

I 
I 

e asily d u p e d  or mis � ed . She s e e s  throu gh the d upli ci ty 
I 

o f  Lu cy Ste ele and tpe thin disgu i s ed politne s s  o f  Fanny 

D n n hw riod . 1 

She ob s e rve s w l 1 1ou g h b y  c a r e f u l l y , and alone among 

his- acquintan c e s  a t  �a r t ons f e a r s  f o r  hi s f u tu re car e e r : 

I 
I 

" Bu t  who is he ? "  saP.d E linor , " \i he r e  doe s he come f rom? 
Has he a hou s e  at Ali enham ? "  ( p. 3 8 ) 
Elinor saw no thing lo cens u r e  h i m  bu t a p ropensi t y , in 
which he s t rongly r e s embled and p e c uliarly d elight ed he r 
si s t e r , of saying : too mu ch what he thou ght on eve r y  
occasion wi thou t a t t ention to p e r sons or ci r cu m s tance s .  
I n  hastily fo rming and giving his opinion of othe r p eo
ple , in sacri ficing gen� ral poli t n e s s to the enj oyment of 
und e v id ed att e � tion ' whe r e  hi s h e a r t  was engaged, and in �li��ting �oo easilr the f o rms o f  worldly p rop ri e ty ,  he 

i sp ay ed � wiht 6 f  1 caution wh i ch Elin� r could not ap �r
t

ove in �b i t e of ail t hat he and Marianne could say in 
l s s u p p o r t .  ( P .  42  p 
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S he und e r s t an�s C o l . B r an d o n ' s  f e e l ings a lm o s t  as 

. we l l  as h e  does h i m s e l f , and h a s  m a t u r ed enough of h e r  

. --'---
kn ow l ed g e  o f  t he wo r ld b y  t he end o f  t h e  n ove l t o  t a ke 

accu r at e l y t h e  me asu r e  o f  W i l l ou P, h b y ' s  respon s ib l e  and 

u n r e l i ab l e  c h a r a c t e r . 
) 

M a r i an n e  D a s hw o od i s  t h et ·, s e c ond d au g h t e r  o f  M r s . 

H e n r y  D a s h wood . H e r c h a r a c t e r  i s  p r esen t ed f i r s t  i n 

d i r e c t  d e s c r i p t i on : 

She was s en s i b l e  and c l eve r , bu t e ag e r  i n  eve ry t h i n g ; h e r  
s o r r ows , h e r  j oys , cou l d  have n o  m od e r a t i on . S h e  was 
gen e r ou s , ami ub l e , i n t e r e s t i n g : �� h e  was eve r. y t h i n g  b u t  
p r u d e n t . ( p .  8 )  

H e r  p a s s i o n a t e , s p o n t an e o u s  n a t u r e  b u r s t  ou t i n  h e r  

w o r d s  t o  h e r  mo t h e r  on t he s u bj e c t  o f  Edward ' s  m an n e r  in 

r e ad i n g  p o e t ry , i n  h e r  d e f en c e  in her own i n d i v id u a l i sm 

t o  E l i n o r , i n  h e r  e mo t i on app e a l t o  W i l l o ughby w h e n  s he 

s e e s  h im i n  London ; a s  a l s o  i n  t h e warm , a f f e c t i o n a t e  and 

d i r e c t  s t y l e  of he r l e t t e r  t o  h i m . 

E l i n o r  k n ows ho� t o  con t r o l h e r s e l f . S he d e s i r e s  a 

f u r t he r  r e l a t i on s h i p  w i t h Ed ward as t hey seem t o  l i k e  

e a c h o t he r , b u t  k n o w s  t h at i t  w i l l  b e  d i sappr oved b y  

Edward ' s  fu o t h e r . S he t r i e s h a rd t o  g e t  r id o f  h e r  d e -

s i r e s  i n  mar r y i n g  Edward . S h e  r e a l i s e s  t ha t  Ed w a rd ' s  
! 

molfiet W i l l  c ho o s e  h im a g i r l  w i t h f o r t u n e  an d  h ig h  r an k . 
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S he per f ec t l y 1 u nderst an d s  her f am i ly ' s  f i n an c i a l  

' - anq_ so c i a l ran k . S he c o n f esses her l o ve t o  Edward , yet 

she d ou bts t he p ossi bi l i ty t ha t  t h ey w i l l  be marry some-

d ay . H er manner to E d w ard t hen l i es on t he respec t d u e  

t o  u b r o t h e r - i n - l n w . 
\ 

Mar i anne , 

( ' 
L,-" 

on t h e  o t her sid e , t h in ks w i t ho u t  any 

d ou bt t h a t  h e r  r e l a t i on s h ip w i t h  W i l l o u g hby w i l l  br i n g  

her t o  h er marr i age w i t h h i m . I n  su c h  ac t i on ,  she i n d i s-

creets v isi t t o  A l l en ham, and en ters i n t o  an i n t i ma t e  

r e l H t i on s h i p w i t h  W i l l ou g h b y  w i t h o n t any form a l  d e c l ara-

t i on of an i n ten t i o n  t o  ma rry on e i t h er sid e . 

I n  E l i n or ' s  side , her c o n tro l on her fee l i ngs ben e -

f i ts her best i n terest . S h e  i s  gratefu l l  t ha t  she h as 

d o u bted her f u t u r e  re l a t i onsh i p  w i t h Edward , as she hears 

Ed w ard ' s  engagemen t w i t h  L u cy S t e e l e . And she is r i g h t  

i n  t he c on si d era t i on t ha t  Edward ' s  m o t her wou l d  n o t 

appro ved o f  h im m arry i n g  a p o or g i r l . 

M ar i an n e ,  h av i n g  t he t hough t t h a t  W i l l ou g hby w i l l  

n ever l eave her, h as t o  a c c ep t  t h a t  he lef t w i t ho u t  even 

prom i sed to c ome ba c k . H er t h o u g h t. less d isregard f or her 

o wn h e a l t h  a t  C l e ve l and b e c a u s e  n f  W i l l oughby ' s  l e a v ing , 

br ings her t o  t he edge o f  her l i f e .  

B o t h  si s ters d ea l w i t h  t he i r  probl ems d i f feren t ly .  

E i i n o r  en c o u n ters her probl ems by c onsider i n g  t ha t  w h a t  

has happen ed is f o r  her best i n terest . W h i le M ar i an ne 
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d e a l $  � i t h  h e r  p r o b l ems b y  t houg h t l e s s d i s r eg � rd f o r  h e r  
t, ._ 

own'-· h e a l t h , and b r ings t h e  o t h e r  memb e r  of h e r  f am i ly t o  

concern  h e r  i l lness . M a r i a n n e d n es n o t  c on s id e r  t h a t  

E l in o r  a l so h as p r ob l ems i n  h e r  l i f e . S h e  t h oug h t  t hat 

s h e  is t he one wi t h  p rob l e ms . ). 
,. l-" 

Bu t in t he p e r i od o f  t h r e e  y e ar s  c over ed by t h e  

n ove l w e  s e e  H ar i an n e  g r ad u a l l y  m a  t u  r e , r e a l i s e s  1t ha t 

E l in o r  has s u f f e red a s o r r o w  c o m p a r ab l e  t o  he r own , and 

w i t h  gen e r o s i t y she has t u r n ed f r om t he i n d u lgen c e  o f  h e r  

o w n  d i s t r e ss t o  h e l p  h e r  s i s t er t o  w e a t h e r  h e r  p r o b l e m s . 

S h e  s hed h e r  p r ej ud i c e s , d eve l o p  h e r  sen s e , and c u l t i va te 

a t o l e r an c e  and r e spe c t  for t h e  v i ews and p e rson a l i t i e s  

o f  o t h e r s . 

IV . 1 .  2 . PLOT . 

'l' he o p e n i n g  o f  t he f irs t v o l u m e  c o n t a i n s  expo s i t i o n s  

o n  D as hwood fam i ly .  T h e  exp o s i t i o n  exp l o r e s  t h e  c ha r a c -
• 1 

t e r s  o f  b o t h  m a i n  c h a r a c t e r : E l i n o r  and Mar iann e D as h -

wo od , 
\ 

a l on g  w i t h  th� i n t r odu c ing o f  f i n an c i a l  
I I 

o f  t he D ashwood s . I 
I t  was s t a t ed j t h a t  t h e  c h a r ac t e r s  o f  

c o n d i t i on 

E l in o r  and 

Mar i anne a r e  
I 
I 

i n  c o n t r as t . 
I . 

E lin or t end s to b e  a you n g  1 

�ifi  � i tfi  h��f� ijnd � in d , w i t h  good s e n s e , w h i l e  M�r i an n e  
I I 

tends to b e  a young g i r l  who was s en s ib l e  and c l e ve r , b u t 
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e ag e r  in e v e r y t h i n g . 

l ---� H e n r y  Das hwood , t he t w i c e  m a r r i ed , f a t h e r  o f  b o t h  

h e r o i n e s  d i e s ,  h i s  e s t a t e  a t  N o r l an d  i n  S u s s e x  p a s s i n g  t o  

h i s  s on b y  h i s  f i r st w i f e , H r . J o hn D a s hwood . M r s . 

D a s hwood and he r t h r e e  d au g h t e r s : E l i n o r , M a r i an n e  and 
\ 

M a r ga r e t  b e c ome t en an t s  o f  B a r t�n C o t t age i n  D e v on s h i r e  

a t  t he i n v i t a t ion o f  S i r  J o hn M idd l e t on , a l andown e r  and 

a d i s t an t  r e l a t i o n  of H r s . D a s hwood . 

T h e  e xp o s i t i on a l s o  r e v e a l s  t h e  h e r o i n e s  acq u i n t a n c e  

w i t h  t he i r  love r s . E l i n o r  w i t h Edward F e r r a r s , a b r o t he r  

o f  h e r  s i s t e r - i n - l aw F a n n y  D a s h wo od . M a r i a n n e  m e e t s , i n  

r oman t i c  c i r c u ms t an c e s  w i t h  J o hn W j l l ou g hby . 

By t h en , t he c on f l i c t s s t a rt t o  t a ke p l ac e s . E l i n o r  

c on f e � s e s  t h a t  s h e  l i k( �S Ed w u rd . a s  h i s  p e r son a l i t y 

a t t r a c t s  h e r . S h e  c on s i d e r s  t ha t Edward i s  t h e  r ig h t  man 

for h e r . B u t he r s i s t e r  M a r i an n e  d o e s  n o t  app r ove of h e r  

j udgemen t o n  E d w a r d . M a r i an n e  t e n d s  t o  j udge t h a t  E d -

w a rd ' s  f i gu r e  i s  n o t  s t r i k i n g , t h a t h e  h a s  n o t  t h e  g r a c e  
I 

s he w i s he d  f o r  t h e  man w h o  i s  a t t a o hed t o  h e r  s i s t e r . 

A l t o u g h  E l i n o r  b on f e s s e s  t h a t  s h e  l i k e s  Edward , s h e 

has h e r  i n n e r  c on f l i c t ,  t h a t  Ed w a r d - - ho w  m e an i n g f u l h e  i s  

f o r  h e r - - i �  b �jorid h e r  t o u c h . S h e  d ou b t s t ha t  Ed wa rd 

w i l l  m a r r y  h e r  i n s t e �d o f  a w oman i n  a g r e a t  f o r t u n e  and 

h ig h  r an k , as he depfn d s  on h i s  m o t h e r ' s  f o r tu n e . S h e  i s  

awn r e  t h u  t o n  e n g ng einon t b o  t w e o n  Jo:, l w n rd n n d  h e r  s o l f wou ld I 
I 
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b e  d i s ap p r oved by h i� m o t h e r . 
t.- I �- �T h e  r e l a t i o n s h i� b e tw e e n  M a r i an n e  and W i l l oughby , o n  

t he o t he r  s id e , d o e s  n o t  b r i n g  an y i n t e r n a l  c on f l i c t  in 

M a r i an n e . Rat h e r  s h e  has an e xt e r n a l  c o n f l i c t  b e t w e e n  

h e r  a n d  E l in o r . E l in o r  d o e s  n o �  �pp r ove he r ac t s  tow a rd 
( ,' 

h e r  s ho r t - t i m e  acq u i n tan c e  w i t h  W i l l oughby . S h e  c on s id -

e r s  M a r i ann e ' s  ac ts ' as t o  f a r , c o n c e rn i n g  t h a t  M ar i an n e  
I 

has n o t  k n own h im w� l l  e n o u g h . 
I 

M a r i an n e ' s  p e r s on a l i ty 

p reven t s  h e r  t o  e ven j c on s id e r  he r s i s t e r ' s  op in i on . 

j u s t  g o e s  on w i t h  h e r  r e l a t i o n s h j p  w i t h W i l l oughby 

S he 

w i t h-
! 

o u t ma k i ng i t  f o rm a l . 

J u s t  t he n , t h e :  c on f l i c t  b e tween M a r i an n e  and W i l -

l oughby o c c u r s . W i l l ou g hb y  has t o  l e av e  � ar t on f o r  some 

k ind o f  s e c r e t  b u s s i n e s s , w i t hou t even p r o m i se s  t h a t  h e  

w i l l  r e t u rn s omeday . M ar i an n e ' s  s e n s i b i l i ty i s  fu l ly 

d i sp l ayed i n  t h e  v i o l an c e  w i t h  w h i c h  s h e  mou r n s  W i l l ou gh-

by ' s  ab s en c e . T h e  s o r r ow s h e  has t o  b e a r  i s  ge t t i n g  

s t r onger as t h e r e  . i s 1  n o t  s i ng l e  l e t t e r  f r om W i l l oq g hby . 
I 

E l i n o r  a l s o  ha� ext e r n a l  c o n f l i c s  w i t h  Fan n y  D ash-
1 

w ood a t  f i r s t , and �a t e r  L u c y  S t e e l e , a p o o r  and ; pr e t ty 

� ou s in o f  Lady M i�d l e t on w h o  hap p e n ed t o  b e  Edward r s  

f i an ti • � • t hbr t�rid �o hu m i l i a t e  E l in o r , w h o s e  � u s p e c t�d 

reiationsfiip w i th Edward t hey w i s h  to d i s c o u r ag e . E l in o r  
i I 

does �o t: g i v e  way h er s ho c k ed a n d  d istressed f e e l ,i n.g s . 
I 

� . 

- �  ·-- · - ;o a�'.. ... • I, .... , I, -- � •  •\ � .•. ••-:• • • - •  •.o. �·· a • ,.. 1. 
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E linor is confirmed by the news of Edward ' s  engage

l
.� -. wi th Lucy for fou r  years. Yet she is ab le to tea c h  

herse l f  t o  accep t the rea l i ty and does no t g i ve way to 

her shoc ked and d i s t r e s s ed fee l i n [!,. By th en she heard 

tha t  Edward , c on f ron ted by h i s  furious mother ' s  threats 

L , ·· 

o f  d :i s cn h e r  i. Urn <• o  'a nd f 1 1 1:11 r e:  p n  r : : n c u t i on , and d e s p  i t-.e 

ma tefna l b r i bes to marry th e he i r ess , Miss Morton , h as 

honoured his p r om i s e  t o  Lucy and h a s  lef t M rs .  Ferrars ' 

house. M rs . Ferr a r s  is repor t ed to be ma king lega l 

a r ranggemen ts to set t le the p rope r ty tha t  was to h ave 

been Edwa rd ' s  upon h i s  younger b r o ther , Robert . 

11 ho t: J i nm x o n  H o r i u n 11 o · n : ; i d o hupp c n s .  T h e  

D ashwoods arrives i n  London and t h ey g o  to a f ashionab le 

p a r ty a c comp anied by L ady Midd l e ton , they encounter 

W i lloughby in the comp any of an e legantly -dressed young 

wom an . M a r i an n e  i n  s u rp r i s ed a n d  d ist r e s sed by h is 

obvious re luct ance to either spea k to her , or a c know ledge 

a c lose aq c u ain tanc e. 

M arriane dea ls with her sorrow in tjif ferent way . 

She even becomes dangerous l y i l l  as she a lways r emember 

her roman t i c  re l a t i or sh i p  w i t h  W i l l oughby . Fur thermore , 

she hears t h a t  W i l loughby wi l l  be m ar ried to E li z a  

Wi l liams , who i s  seduced and deserted by him . 

Th e c limax a lso ta kes p l a c e  in E linor ' s .  A servant 

who h as been to Exeter on bus � ines s  brings the news of 
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M r . F e r ra r s · mar riag e t o  L u c y  S t e e l e  . 
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M r s . Das hwood 

r e a'l i s  e s  t h a t  E 1 i n  o r  i �; ,  d e s p i t e u 1 1  h e r  s ho w  o f  c a l mn e s s  

and s e l f - c on t r o l ,  d e e p l y  d i s t r e s s Ad b y  t he n e ws . 

F i n a l l y , t he d en ou me n t  o f  t h e  s t o ry t a k e s  p l ac e . 

T he a cq u a i n t a n c e  o f  t he D a s h wo od g i r l s wi t h  C o l on e l  

B r an d on b r i n gs hop e f o r  b o t h  ou r h e r o i n e s . Ed ward , b y  

s om e  k in d  o f  m i s u nd e r s t a nd i ng ,  b e l i e v e s  t ha t  E l i n o r  i s  

a b o u t  t o  m a r r y C o l o n e l  B r a n d o n , a n d  has p e r s u ad ed h i m t o  

o f f e r  E d w a r d  t h e  D e l af o rd liv i ng a s  h e  has l o s t  his 

f o r t u n e  o n  h i s  m o t he r ' s  h e r i t an c e . 

E I  i 1 1 1 1 r  1 1 \ 1 11 i I : ; 1 ' 1 1 1 · 1  I a  . .  1· 1 1 c i 1-1 : 1  1 o l  1 l i n  111 1 1 r 1· i u !-! n  u l' Ed \.l n rd 

a n d  Lu c y , bu t. r o c e  i ves n o n e . Ed w 11 rd a r r i v e s  un exp ect ed 1 y 

and a l o n e . H e  t e l l s th e D a s hw o od s  t ha t  L u c y  h a s  ma r ried 

h i s  y o u ng e r  b r o t h e r , R o b e r t . E d w a rd F e r r a r s  asks E l in o r  

t o  m a r r y  h i m ,  and s h e  a c c ep t s h i m . H e  g i v e s  a n  a c c o u n t  

o f  h i s  e ar l i e r  e n gagem e n t  t o  Lu c y . 

J o h n  D n s h w o od w r i t e s t o  E l i n o r  t h a t M r s . F e r ra r s and 

Fan n y  h a v e  su f f e r ed u n d e r  t h e  m n r r i ag e  o f  R ob e r t to L u c y . 

H e  sugg e s t s  t hat t h e r e  may b e  a p o s sibi l i t y  o f  a r e c on -

ci liation b e t we e n  Edward and his m o t h e r . As E lin o r  an d 

E d wa r d  d o  n o t  have e n ou g h  mon e y  t o  mar r y  on , E d w � rd 

d e cid e s  t o  ask Fan n y  and J o hn D a s hwood t o  at t e mp s u c h  a 
r e c on ci liation . M r s ; F e r r ar s i s  r e c oin ci l ed wit h Ed ward, 

who m a r r i e s  E l i n o r  ard s e t t l e s  a t  D e laf o rd . 
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In M a r i an n e ' s  i l ln e s s , C o l o n e l B r andon l e av e s  f o r  

laa.-r.t.on t o  f e t c h  M r s . H en ry D a s hwood . And W i l l o u g hby , 

t o ld b y  S i r  J o hn M id d l e t on t h a t  M a r i an n e  i s  d y ing , has 

r id d e n  f r om L o n d on e xp l a i n i n g  h i mse l f  and h i s  p a s t  a c -

t i o n . H i s o b v i o u s  c o n c e r n  f o r  � u r i an n e , h i s  r eg r e t  f o r  
( ,, (., '' 

p a s t  b e h av i ou r , and t h e  u n hap p y  m a r r i age he has b r o u g h t  

u p o n  h imse l f  by h i s  ex t r av ag an c e  a n d  t hought l e s sn e s s , 

e a r n s  E l i n o r ' s  c o mp a s s i on and f o rg iven e s s . 

E l in o r , M a r i an n e  and M r s . D a s hwood t a l k  o f  W i l l ough-

by , and M a r i a n n e  ag r e e s  w i t h  E l i n o r ' s  s en s i b l e  p r oj e c t i on 

o f  t h e  u n happy l i f e  s he wou ld h a v e  b e e n  l i k e ly t o  l e ad , 

h ad s h e  m a r r i ed W i l l oug hby . I n  t i m e ,  M a r i an n e  comes t o  

app r e c i a t e  C o l on e l  B r an d o n  a s  h o  d e s e r v e s , and t he y  

m a r r y . 

M r s . F e r r u r s  r e a l  f av o u r  .i s  r 1: u e rv ed f o r  h e r  f avou -

r i t e  son Rob e r t ,  w h o  i s  soon , t h r o u g h  L u c y ' s  f l a t t e r y ,  

on c e  ag a in i n  h i s m o t h e r ' s  good b o o ks . T h e  p e a c e  and 

happ i n e s s  in w h i c h  E l i n o r  and M a r i an n e  l i v e  w i t h  t he i r  

h u s b ands a t  D e l a f o r d  c on t r a s t  w i t h t h e  j e a l ousy and i l l -

w i l l  m a r r  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e t w e en J 11 hn and F an n y  D as hwood 

and Rob e r t  and L u cy F e r r a r s  in L o n d o n . 

I V . 1 . 3 .  SETT ING . 
I 

J an e  A u s t en s e tj h e r  c ha r a c t e r s  mov ing i n  a SETT I NG 

t h a t  i s  mod e l l ed c l o�e l y  u p o n  t h e r e a l  l i f e  o f  t h e  s o c i e -
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Lt y  s h e  k n e w . S he d e l i b e r a t e l y  e x c l u d e s  f r o m  h e r  w o r k  a l l  

· -1.... 
m 11 t n r i 1 1 I I .  h 1 1  I .  rl n <! o r n t·. i vn ,  

howe v e r  i n t r i n s i c a l l y  i n t e r e s t i n g u r  h i s t o r i c a l l y i mp o r -

t an t , c o n c e n t r a t i n g  h e r  a t t e n t i on u p o n  t he t ho u g h t s  a n d  

f e e l in gs . 
T h e p l a c e  o f  t h e Das h w o od b e f o r e t h e d e a t h  o f  t h e  

f a t he r  i s  a t  Su s s e x . T he i r  e s t a t e w a s  l a rg e , and t he i r  

r e s id e n c e  w a s  n t  n o r l and p a r k , i n  t he c e n t r e  o f  t h e i r  

p r o p e r ty ,  w h e r e , f o r  many g en e r a t i o n s , t hey had l i ved i n  

s o  r e s p e c t ab l e  m an n e r  a s  to e n ri r1ge t h e g e n e r a l  g o od 

op i n i on o f  t he i r  s o r r o u nd i n g  a c q 11 a i n ta n c e . 

N o r l and i s  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e  w h e n  E l i n o r  m e t  Ed w a rd 

a n d  c on s i d e r s  t h e i r  f e e l i n g  a r e  mu l. u a l . Bu t s h e  e xp e c t s  

n o  f u r t h e r  r e l atio n s h i p b e t w e e n  t h e m . 

A f t e r  t he t h e  f a t h e r  h a s  g o n e , t h e p r op e r ty was 

g i ven to J o hn D a s hw o od , so t h en i n  d i s t r e s s ed of F a n n y  

D as hwood ( w i f e  o f  J o hn ) ,  t h ey m o v ed o u t t o  B a r t o n  C o t -

t age . T he y  h a v e  t o  l e av e  a l l t h e i r  m e mo r i e s  o f  t h e  

h o u s e . 

As a h o u s e , Bar t o n  C o t t ag e , t h o u g h  sma l l ,  w a s  c o m -

f o r t ab l e 

f o r  t he 

w i n d o w 

and c o mp a c t ! ; bu t a s  a c o t  t. ag e  i t  was 

bu i ld i n g  w�s r egu l ar , t h e  r o o f  was 

g r e e n , n or 

d e f e c t i ve ,  

t i l ed ,  t he 

w e r e  t he 

w a l l s 

s hu t t e r s  w e r e  n o t  p a i n t ed 

c ov e red with ro n e ysu c k l e s . A n a r row p a s s a g e s  l ed 
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d i r e c t l y  t hr o u g h  t h e  hou s e  i n t o t he garden b e h i nd . On 

; .ea.9h si d e of t h e 11 n  t r a n  co w n r;  a : : i t t i n g  r o o m  a b ou t i� i x -

l_ 

t e e n  f e e t  s q u a r e , a n d  b e yond t h e m  w e r e  t he o f f i c e s and 

t h e  s t a i r s . F o u r  b ed r o oms and t w o  g a r r e t s  f o r m ed t he 

r e s t  o f  t h e ho u s e . I t  had n o t  b e 1'!11 bu i 1 t many y e a r s  and 

was in good r e p a i r .  . . .  

T h e y  w e r e  c h e e r e d  b y  t h0 f> e r v : 1 n t s o n  t he i r a r r i va l . 

I t  w a s  v e ry e a r l y  i n  S ep t e mb e r ; t h e s e ason w a s  f i n e , and 

f r om t he f i r a t  s e e i n g  t he p l a c e  u nd e r  t h e  advan tage o f  

g o od w e a t h e r , t he y  r e o o i v cd u n  i 11 1 1 > t' <:Hrn i on i n  i t. s f a vou r 

w h i c h  w a s  o f  ma t e r i a l  s e r v i c e i n  r e c ommend i n g  i t  t o  t h e i r  

l as t i n g  app r o ba t i on . 

A t  B a r t o n , M a r i a n n e  m e e t s  W i l l o u g hb y  i n  r o�an t i c 

s c e n e . S he s p r a i n s h e r  a n k l e  d u r i n g a w a l k  on t he d o wn s  

and i s  r e s c u ed b y  a h and s o m e  s t r an g e r . S h e  b e l i ev e s  t ha t  

s h e  h a s  a t  l a s t  ci i s c o v o r ed a m fl n  w h o  n c e o rd s  w i t h  h e r  

i d e a  o f  a h e r o  i n  r om an t i c  f i c t i o n . R ig h t  t he r e , E l i n o r  

i s  i n f o rmed t h a t  Ed w a r d  h a s  engaged w i t h  L u c y  S t e e l e . 

A f t e r  t h e  l eav i n g  o f  W i l l ou g hb y , t h e y  wen t t o  L on -

d on . T h ey s t ay t he r e , a t  L ad y  M i dd l e t o n ' s  i n v i t a t i on . 
I 

M a r i an n e , have s u f f e r e d  o n  W i l l ou g h b y ' s  a c c o u n t ,  c an 

s t ay no  l on g e r  a t  t hat p l a c e .  T ho D as hwood d e c i d e  t o  go 
l n w k  t o  B u r  l. ()n 

b ig c i t y . 

und o n d i 1  I . he i r  e xp e r i en c e  i n  fl 

-· ·  -· �. --... ........ -<I·-� ----·--
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T he a r i s t i c a l l y  l a n s c ap ed gard e n  a t  C l e ve l and i s  an 
\ '  ---... 

app'rop r i a t e  s e t t i n g  f o r  M a r i an n e ' s  f i n a l , and v e r y  n e a r l y  
I 

t r ag i c , i n d u lge n c e  of h e r  r o m an t i c s e n s i b i l i t y .  

IV . 2 .  THE ASPECTS OF SELF-CRITIO I SH . ' (.� 

S e l f - c r i t i c i sm i n  S.fill.Se_:.rnd S en s i  bili.t.Y c a n  b e  

found in  b o t h  he r o i n e s ; E l i n o r  n n rl M a r i an n e . B o t h  e xp e -

r i en c e  s e l f - c r i t i c i sm , bu t i n  d i f f e r e n t t i m e . E l i n o r  h a s  

exp e r i e n c ed s e l f - c r i t i c i s m  e v e r  s ] n c e  t he o p en i n g  o f  t he 

n ov e l , M a r i a n n e  i s  i n  n e a r l y t h e  c l o s i ng o f  t h e  n o v e l . 

S e l f - c r i t i c i sm h a s  been exp e r i e n ced by t hem i n  

d i f f e r e n t  t i m e  b e c a u s e  o f  t he d i f f e r e n t  p e r s on a l i ty o f  

b o t h  c ha r ac t e r s . T h e  c h a r a c t e r s  expe r i en c e  s i m i l a r  

c on f l i c t s  i n  l ove a f f a i r s ,  y e t  t h ey t end t o  e n c ou n t e r  

t he i r  p r o b l e m s  i n  ct i l' f e r e n t a t t 'i t 1 1 d r� .  

E l i n o r ' s  s e l f - c r i t i c i s m  b r i n g s  b e n e f i t  in e n c ou n t e r -

i ng h e r  p r ob l em s . S he i s  ab l e  t o  j u dge o n e ' s  p e r s on a l i -

ty , und e r s t an d s  h e r  s e l f - l i m i t a t i on , u n d e r s tands s e l f -

i n t e r e s t  and s h e  knows t h e  � a y  t o  d e a l  w i t h h e r  s o r r ow . 

M a r i an n e  i n  c o n � ras t ed p e r s on a l i t y  e xp e r i en c e s  s e l f -

c r i t i c i s m  a f t e r  s h e has su f f e r ed b e c au s e  of h e r  f a i l u r e  

in d e a l in g  w i t h  h e r p r ob l e ms . S h e  f i n a l l y r e a l i s e s  h e r  

s e l f - ind u l g en c e  and s e l f - c e n t e r ed . 
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IV . 2 . 1 .  JUDGING ONE ' S  PE RSONAL I T Y . 

"- · --� L.. ·. 

J ud g i n g  o n e " s  p e r s o n a l i t y  i n  E l in o r  and M ar i an n e  i s  

o n e  p r o o f  o f  t he d i f f e r e n t a t t i t u d e  o n  se l f - c r i t i c i sm 

b r o u g h t  by d i f f e r en t p e r s on a l i t y .  E l i n b r  j u dg e s  a p e r s o n  

obj e c t i ve l y  .. on t he a r. c on n t  o f  h i 111 :� e l f . W h i l e  M a r i an n e  · s  
I 

j u d g e me n t  o n  o n e · s  p e r s o n a l i t y is s u b j e c t i v e . 

M a r i an n e  j u d g e s  o n e ' s  p e r s on a l i t y on t h e  a c c o u n t  o f  

M a r i ann e ' s own p e r s on a l i t y .  T h a t  a p e r s on s hou l d  b e  

l i k e  he r ,  s ho u ld f u l f i l l e s  he r  q u a l i t i e s , w i t hou t an y 

c on s i d e r a t i o n  t h a t  s he a l s o h a s  h e r b ad s id e  o f  p e r s on a l -

i t y . 

E l in o r ' s  j u d g e m e n t on o n e  s p e r s on a l i t y ,  h o w e ve r , 

d o e s  n o t  l a y  i n  c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  h e r  own p e r s on a l i t y .  

S h e  d o e s  n o t  n e ed a c on s id e r a t i on t ha t  a p e r s on s hou l d  

have p e r s on a l i t y l i k e h e r , i n s t e ad , a s  h i ms e l f , w i t h  h i s 

g o od und bud s i rl e  o f  h i s o wn p e r �; . .  r ia l i t y .  

W he n  Ed w a rd F e r r a r s , t h e m � n  t o  w h o m  E l i n o r  f on d  

o f  e n t e r ed t he n ov e l ,  t h e r e  i s  a d i f f e r e n t j udgeme n t by 

b o t h E l in o r  and M a r i an n e . Ed w a rd F e r r ar s  d e s c r i b ed a s  a 

m an w h o  i s  n o t  h an d s om e , and h i s  m an n e r s  r e q u i r e s  i n t i ma -

1 c y  t o  m a k e  t he m  p l e a s i n g . He wns t o o  d i f f i d en t  t o  d o  

j u s t i c e  t o  h im s e l f ; b u t  w h e n  h i s  n at u r a l  s hyn e s s  was 

overcome , h i s  b e h av i o u r  gave i nd i c a t i o n  o f  an open a f f e c -

t i o n a t e  hea r t . H i s  u nd e r s t and i n g  was good , and h i s  edu c a -

t i o n  h ad g iv en i t  s o l id i mp ro v e m e n t .  A l l  h i s w i s h e s  

. - - · · -. .  � - ·  - - - � . · · · - -
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c e n t e red in dome st i c  c o m f o r t  and t he q u i e t  o f  p r i va�e 
i . -l.... - . 

l i f e . ( p . 1 5 )  

M a r i anne ' s  j u dgemen t towards Edward i s  n o t  a very 

p l easan t  one : 

" P e r h ap s , "  s a id M a r i ann e , " I  may c on s id e r  i t  w i t h  s o me 
s u r p r i s e . Ed ward i s  very am i ab l e , and I love h i m  t e nd e r 
l y . B u t  y e t - h e  i s  n o t  the k i nd of young man - t he r e  i s  a 
s o me t h i n g  wan t i n g- h i s  f i gu r e  i s  n o t  s t r i k i n g ; i t  has n o n e  
o f  t h a t  g r ac e  w h i c h I s h ou ld e x p e c: I . i n  t he man w ho c ou l d  
s e r i o u s l y  a t tach m y  s i s t e r . H i s  e y e s  wan t a l l  t h a t  
sp i r i t ,  t h a t  f i r e ,  w h i c h  a t  on c e  announce v i r tu e  and 
i n t e l l ig e n c e . And b e s i d e s  a l l  t h i s , I am a f r a id , Kam a , 
he has n o  r e a l  t a s t e . M u s i c  s eemf: s c a r c e l y  to a t t r ac t  
h im ,  and t hough h e  admires E l i n o r ' s  d r aw ing very mu c h , i t  
i s  n o t  t h e  ad m i r a t i on o f  a p e r s on who c an unde r s t and 
t h e i r  wo r t h . I t  i s  ev iden t ,  i n  s p i te of h i s  f r eq u en t a t 
t e n t i on t o  h e r  w h i l e  s he d r aw s , t h at i n  f a c t  he kn ows 
n o t h ing of the m a t t e r . H e  ad m i r e s  as a l o ve r ,  n o t  as a 
conno i s s eu r . To skt i s f y  me , t h o s e  c h arac t e r s  mu s t  b e  
u n i t ed . I cou ld n o t '  b e  h appy w it h  a man whose t as t e  d id 
n o t  i n  e v e ry p o i n t  po in c ide w i th my own . H e  mu s t  en t e r  
i n to a l l  my f e e l ings � t he s ame boo k s , t he s ame m u s i c  mu s t  
c h arm u s  bo t h . ( p . 1 7 ) 

I 

j 
I 

P ha r agrap h  abo�e s hows t hat M ar i ann e ' s  j udgem en t 

toward a p e r s on i s  no t an obj e c t ive one . S he j udges h im 

i n  t h e  r e la t i on w i t h  h e r  ego . T ha t  t he man s hou ld h a s  

t h e  same t a s t e  w i t h  he r o n  e v e r y  l: h ing , t h a t  h e  '
:

s hou ld 

e n t e r ed i n t o a l l  h e r  f e e l ing . S he j u dges a p e r s on b y  

u s i n g  r e f e r e n c e s  o f  h e r  p e r s on a l i ty .  T h o s e  k ind o f  
I I i  

j udgeme n t  i n d i c at e s  h e r  s�bj e c t ive j udgemen t on a 1 p e r s on 
I 

in c au s e  o f  h e r  h ighly j u dgeme n t on he rse l f  a s  s h e  I I 
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t hought t ha t  s he i s  p e r f e c t ( t h a t  a p e r son s hou l d  b e  

L� f e c t  l i ke h e r s e l f ) .  
. ...... 

Y e t  i t  i s  d i f f e r e n t compared t o  E l i n o r : 

" N o t a s t e  f o r  d r aw i ng , "  rep l i ed E l i n o r ; " W hy shou l d  you 
t h i n k  s o ?  H e  d o e s  n o t  d r aw h i l!lSf:.! l f ,  ind e ed , b u t h e  h as 
g r e a t  p l e a su r e i n  s e e i n g  t h e  p e �f o r m an c e  o f  o t h e r  p e op l e ,  
and I a s s u r e  you he i s  by n o  m e an s d e f i c i en t i n  n atu r a l  
t as t e , t h ough he has n o t  h ad opp u r tu n i t i e s o f  i mp r ov in g  
i t . H ad he eve r b e e n  i n  t h e w a y  o f  l e a r n i n g , I t h i n k  h e  
wou ld have d r awn ve r y  w e l l .  H e  d i s t r u s t  h i s  o w n  j u dge m e n t 
i n  su c h  m a t t e r s  s o  mu c h  t h a t  he i s  u n w i l l in g  t o  g i v e  h i s  
o p i n i on o n  any p i c t u r e ; bu t h e  h a s  an i nn a t e  p r op r i e t y  
and s i mp l i c ity o f  t a s t e , wh i c h i n  gen e r a l  d i r e c t h i m 
r ig h t . "  ( p . 1 8 ) 

E l in o r ' s  j udgeme n t  on Edward i s  m o r e  obj e c t ive o n e . 

S he t a k e s  E d w a r d  as a v e r y  c on s i d e r i ng p e r s on t h a t  h e  

d i s t r u s t s  h i s  own j udgemen t i n  a m a t t e r s  t ha t  h e  d o e s  n o t  

u n d e r s t an d  v e r y  mu c h . T h a t  h e  i s  even u n w i l l i ng t o  g i ve 

op in i o n  on any p i c t u r e  as h e  d id n o t  kn ow t he subj e c t  

v e ry muc h .  � h i s  a t t i t u d e , obj e c t i v e  po i n t  o f  v i e w , i s  

h e l d  b y  E l i n o r  b e c a u s e  s h e  d o e s  n o t  j udge a p e r s on b y  

u s i ng h e r  r e f e r e n c e s  w i t h i n h e r  own p e r s on a l i t y . 

W h e n  W i l l ou�hby app e a r s  i n  t h e n ove l , d i f f e r e n t  

j u dgomon t FJ  t a l< o  p l n n o  b o t w n e n  t. h n  t: w o  s i s t e r s , a s  t h e y  

b o t h  t e n d  t o  j udge a p e r s o n  i n  d i f f e r e n t  p o i n t o f  v i ew . 

T h e  app e a r an c e  o f  W i l l o ughby i s  d e s c r i b ed a s : 

H i s m an l y  b e au ty an� m o r e  t han c ommon g r a c e f u ln e s s  
I 

w e r e  

i 
I 
I 
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i n s t an t ly t h e  t h eme o f  ge n e r a l  ad m i r a t i on , and t he l augh 
w h i c h  h i s  g a l l ari t r y  r a i sed ag a i n s t  M a r i an n e , r e c e i v e d  

l , P�t i cu l a r  sp i r i t  f r o m  h i s  e x t e r i o r  a t t r ac t i on s . ( p .  3 7 ) 

E l i n o r was am a z ed a t  t h e  e n t r an c e  o f  W i l l ou g hby , s h e  

wond e r ed i n  a s e c r e t  ad m i r a t i qn w h i c h  sp rung f r om h i s  
! /' 

L,-6' 
app e a r an c e . ( p . 3 7 ) .  E l i n o r  and M a r i an n e  e qu a l ly adm i r e  

W i l l ou g hby i n  h i s m an l y  b e a u ty . B u t even t ho u g h  E l in o r  

adm i r e s  W i l l oughby ' s  m an l y  b e au t y ,  h e r  j u dgemen t on h i s  

p e r s on a l i t y d o e s  n o t  l ay o n l y  o n  h i s  app e a r an c e . M ar i -

ann e , l a t e r  expe r i e n c e s  t h e  company o f  W i l l o ug hby : 

I t  w a s  on l y  n e c e s s a �y t o  men t i on n n y  f avo u r i t e amu s e me n t  
t o  engage h e r  t o  t a l k . S he c ou l d  1 1 o t  b e  s i l e n t  when su c h  
p o i n t s  w e r e  i n t r od u c ed , and s he h ad n e i t h e r  s h yn e s s  n o r  
r e s e rv e  i n  t h e i r  d i s c u s s i on . T he y  s p e e d i ly d i s c o v e r ed 
t ha t  t h e i r  e n j oymen t i n  d an c i n g  a n rt mu s i c  was mu tu a l , and 
that i t  a r o s e  f r om a g en e r a l  c o n f o r m i ty o f  j udgemen t i n  
a l l  t ha t  r e l a t e d  t o  e i t h e r . E n c o u rage b y  t h i s  t o  a 
f u r t he r  e x am i n a t i on o f  h i s  op i n i on s , s h e  p r o c e e d ed t o  
q u e s t i o n  h im o n  t h e  subj e c t  o f  b o o ks ; h e r  f av ou r i t e 
au t h o r s  w e r e  b r ou g h t  f o r w a rd a n d  d we l t  upon w i t h  s o  
r ap tu rou s a d e l i g h t  t h n t  a n y  y o u n � m e n  of f i ve and t w e n t y  
mu s t  have b e en i n s e n s i b l e  i n d e ed n o t  to b e c om e  a n  i m m i d i 
a t e  c o n v e r t  t o  e x c e l l en c e  o f  s u c h  wo r k s , h owe v e r  d i s r e 
g a r d e d  b e f o r e . T h e i r  t a s t e  was n t r i k i n g l y  a l i ke . T he 
s a m e  b o o k , t h o  s am e  pa s s ag e s  w e r e  i d o l i z ed bu e ac h ; o r  i f  
any d i f f e r en c e  app e ar ed , any o b j e c t i on a r o s e , i t  l as t ed 
n o  l on g e r  t han t i l l  t he f o r c e  o f  h e r  a rgu m e n t s  and t h e  
b r i g h t n e s s  o f  h e r  e y e s  c o u l d  b e  d i s p l ayed . ( p . 4 0 -4 1 )  

As t he mu t u a l  t as t e  a r i s e , and h i s  aq u i e s c e d  i n  a l l  

h e r  d e c i s i o n  c a u g h t  h e r  en t hu s i as m , t h e y  c o n v e r s e  w i t h  

t h e .f am i l i a r i t y 

. .... --·· --·- ---···--···- �.-. . - . .  

o f  a l on g - e s tab l i s hed a cg u a i n t an c e . 
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E l i n o r ' s  op i n i o n o n  t h e  r e l a t i on s h i p b e t w e e n  M a r i an n e  and 
t . ---... 

W i l�ou g hby i s  r a t h e r  t ho u g h t fu l :  

" B u t  h o w  i s  y o u r acq u i n t a n c e  t o  b e  l o n g  s u pp o r t ed u nd e r  
s u c h  e xt r ao rd i n a r y  d i sp a t c h  o f  e v e r y  s u bj e c t  f o r  d i s 
c ou r s e ?  Y o u  w i l l  s o o n  have �xh au s t ed e a c h  f avou r i t e 
t op i c . An o t h e r  m e e t i n g  w i 1 1 1>s'u f  f i c e  t o  exp l a i n  h i s  
s e n t i me n t s  o n  p i c t u r e sq u e  b e au t y , and s e c ond m a r r i ag e , 
n n d  t h en y o u  c an h a v e  n o t h i n g f u r t h e r  t o  a s k . " ( p ,  4 1 ) 

I n th i u c u  : : u , E l i 1 1 1 1  r I r i n �• t . " m u  It e n n u n d o r s  t n n d i n g 

t h at a g o od r e l at i on s h i p  i s  n o t  b u s ed on ly i n  c au s e  o f  

t h e s a m e  t a s t e  an d rt r ac i o u s  a pp e a r a n c e . T h a t  a l i f e - t i m e  

r e l a t i on s h i p s ho u l d  b e  b u i l t  b e y o n d  su c h  a j udgemen t .  

E l in o r ' s  way o f  j ud g i ng o n e ' s  p e r s on a l i t y s e em s  

r e a l i s t i c  t ha t  h e r  j ud g e men t d o e s  n o t  l ay o n l y  on p hys i -

c a l  app e a r an c e , w h i l e  i n  M a r i an n e ' s  i t  s e ems r o m an t i c 

t h a t  h e r  j udgemen t l ays on p hys i c a l  a p p e a r an c e  and t as t e . 

I n  E l in o r ' s  p e r c ep t i on , a m a n  s hou ld h a v e  a s t r on g  p e r -

s on a l i ty o f  h i s own , t h a t  h e  d o e s  n o t  n e ed t o  h a v e  t he 

s ame t a s t e  i n  a l l  s u b j e c t , r a t he r , he s hou ld h a v e  h i s  o wn 

i d e a  on e v e ry s u bj e c t  m a t te r . 

I n  M a r i an n e ' s  p e r c ep t i o n , a man s hou l d  h a v e  t h e same 

taste on every subj e c t , t ha t  she w i l l  be ab l e  to s h a r e . 

W he n  a m an h a s  t h e  s am e  t as t e  w i t h  h e r , i t  i s  q u a l i f i ed 

f o r  h e r  r eq u i r emen t s . W he n  a p e r s o n  h a s  t he s am e  i d e a s  

o n  e v e r y  subj e c t , he i s  t he r igh t m a n  f o r  M a r i an n e  . 

.. -·�·��----
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S e l f - c r i t i c i sm can b e  man i f e s t ed in the f o r m  o f  

kn o w i ng s e l f - l i m i t a t i o n . S e l f - l i m i t a t i on o r  o n e ' s  ab i l i -

ty , and o n e ' s  s ho r t age i s  r e f l e c t ed w h e n  a p e r s o n  i s  ab l e  
I 

t o  exp e r i en c e  s e l f - c r i t i c i s m . / ... A man w ho exp e r i e n c e s  
I 

s e l f - l i m i t a t i o n  w i l l  b e  ab l e t o  u s e  h i s  ab i l i t i e s  m a x i -

m a l l y  and ac c e p t  h i s  s h o r t ages . 

E l i n o r  u nd e r s t an d s  h e r  s e l f - l im i t a t i o n , t h a t  s he 

k n o w s  t h e t i me when s h e  h a s  t o  move f o r w a rd t o  g e t  w h a t  

s he wan t ed , a n d  t he t i m e  t h a t  s h e  h a s  t o  c on s id e r  t he 

a c t i on s he has t o  t a ke . Fu r t he r m o r e , u n d e r s t and i n g  s e l f -

l im i t a t i o n  b r i n g s  h e r  t o  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  s h e  k n o w s  h e r  

p o s i t i on o n  e a c h  o c c as i o n . 

M a r i an n e . o n  t he o t h e r  s id e , d o e s  n o t k n o w  v e r y  mu c h  

o f  h e r  a b i l i t i e s  and d o e s  n o t  a c c ep t h e r  s ho r t age s . S he 

on l y  t akes w h a t  i s  go i n g  on i n  f r on t o f  h e r  a s  r e a l i ty 

w h i c h  i s  a l ways r ig h t . T a k e  h e r  r e l a t i on w i t h W i l l o u g h -

b y , f o r  examp l e . S h e  d o e s  n o t  kn ow t h a t  s h e  i s  n o t  a b l e  

t o  m a i n t a in h e r  s ho r t - e s t ab l i s hed r e l a t i on s h ip a s  a 

s e r i ou s  r e l a t i o n s h ip . S he even can n o t  c on t r o l  h e r s e l f  t o  

d o  i�� � op e r  t h ings t o w a rd t he r e l a t i on s h i p . 

W i l l o u g hb y  p l an s  t o  g iv e  M a r i an n e  a h o r s e  a s  a 

p r e s en t . E l i n o r  c on s id e r s  t ha t  g i ven s u c h a n  exp e n s i ve 

� l e b  � � �ru s u o h  a r e c en t r e l a t i o n s h i p  w o u l d  b e  i mp r op e r  

f o r  h e r . 'f h e  c o n s id e r a t i on i s  r ej e c ted b y  M a r i an n e : 
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E l in o r  t h e n  v e n tu r ed t o  d o u b t  t h e p r op r i e t y  o f  h e r r e ; cefor i n g  s u c h  a p r e s e n t f r om a m a n  �: o 1 i t  t l e , o r  a t l e a s t  
s o  l a t e l y  kn own t o  h e r . T h i s  w a s  t o o  mu c h . ( p . 4 9 ) 

" Y ou a r e  m i s t a k e n  E l i n o r , " s a :i ci  s h n  w a r m l y , " I n suppos i n g  
I k n o w  v e ry l i t t l e  o f  W i l l o u gh b y . I h a v e  n o t  kn o wn h i m 

l o n g  i n d e ed , bu t I am mu c h b e t t e r  3 c q u i n t ed w i t h  w i t h  h i m 
t h an I am w i t h any o t h e r  c r e a t u r e  i n  t he w o r l d , e x c e p t  
y ou r s e l f  a n d  mama . I t  j s  n o t  t 1�e o r  o p pu r t u n i t y t h a t  i s  

t o  d e t e r m i n e  i n t i m a c y : i t  i s  d i s p o s i t i o n a l o n e . ( p . 4 9 ) 

M a r i an n e ' s  r e j e c t i o n  i s  bu i l t  on t h e  a s s u mp t i o n  t h a t  

W i l l o u g h b y  h a s  t h e  s am e  f e e l i n g  o n  h e r , t he s ame in t i m a -

cy . Y e t ,  s h e  d o e s  n o t  c on s i d e r  t ha t  i t  c o u ld b e  h e r 

a l on e  w h o  f e e l s  s u c h  an i n t i ma c y . 

E l i n o r  s u c c e s f u l l y p e r s u ad e s  h e r  t o  r e f u s e  t h e g i f t 

b y  r em i n d i ng h e r , t h a t  m a i n t e n an c e  o f  t h e  h o r s e wou l d  

i n e v i t ab l y c o s t  t he i r  mo t h e r  a g r e a t  d e a l o f  mon ey . ( p . 

49 )  E l i n o r k n o ws t he l i m i t a t i o n  n f  a r e l a t i on s h i p  and 

t he i r  f i n an c i a l  p r ob l em i n  t he f a m i l y . 

E l i n o r  has an o p e n  m i n d ed n o t  t o  a c c e p t  t he g i f t  i n  

b o t h  r e as on : A r e c en t r e l a t i on s h i p  b e t w e e n  M a r i an n e  and 

W i l l o u g hb y ,  a n d  t he f i n an c i a l  p ro b l ems t h a t t hey h ave t o 

f ac e  i f  t h ey w a n t t o  k e e p  t h e g i f t . 

M a r i an n e  o n  t he o t h e r  s id e  i s  s o  o c cu p i ed w i t h  he r 

r � l a t i o n s h i p  � i t h  W i l l ou g h b y . She e v e n  v i s i t s A l l en ham 

C ou r t ,  w h i c h  a t  t h a t  t im e  o c c u p i ed by W i l l oughby ' s  e ld e r -

l j  �nd i n f i rm a u n t ,  H r s . Sm i t h , w i t hou t c h ape r o n ed . S h e  
I 

f r an k l y  t e l l s E l in o r a bo u t  i t  and assu r e s  h e r  t h a t  h e r  
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T h i s  ac t i on s ho w s  t ha t  M a r i an n e  d o e s  n o t  k n o w  mu c h  

o f  h e r  s e l f - l i m i t a t i o n . .  S h e s ho u l d  h av e  b e e n  c o n s i d e r ed 

t h a t  s h e h a s  n o t  k n o w  W i l l ou g h b y  w e l l  e n o ug h , t h a t  h e r  

I 
v i s i t i n g  t o  A l l e n ham C ou r t  a l o n �, i s  a d i sg r a c e f u l a c t . 

M e an w h i l e ,  E l i n o r  h a s  a p r o b l e m  on h e r  own . S h e  

I 
c o n f e s s e s h e r  h ig h  ' e s t e e m ' f o r  E d w a r d , b u t s en s i b ly w i l l  

n o t  a l l ow h e r s e l f  t o  t h i n k  o f  m a r r y i n g  h i m , s in c e  s h e  i s  
i 

a w a r e  o f  h i s  f i n a n c i a l  d ep en d e n c e  on h i s  mo t h e r  and 

j u d g e s  t h a t M r s . F e r r a r s  w i l l  n o t  f a v o u r h i s  m a r r i ag e  t o  

a g i r l  w i t h ou t m o n e y  o r  h i g h  r an k . 

" I  a m  b y  n o  m e a n s a s s u r ed o f  h i s  r e g a rd f o r  m e . T h e r e  
a r e  mome n t s  w h e n  t he e x t e n t o f  i i . s e e m s  d o u b t f u l ;  a n d  
t i l l  h i s  s e n t i m en t s  a r e  f u l l y k n o w n , you c ann o t  w on d e r  a t  
m y  w i s h i n g  t o  avo id a n y  e n c o u r ag e m e n t o f  my own p a r t i a l i 
t y  b y  b e l i ev i n g  o r  c a l l i n g  i t  m o r e  t h an i t  i s . I n  my 
h e a r t I f e e l  l i t t l e - s c a r c e l y  a n y  rl n u b t  o f  h i s  p r e f e r e n c e . 
B u t  t he r e  a r e  n o  o t h e r  p o i n t s t o  h e  c o n s id e r e d  b e s i d e s 
h i s i n c l i n a t i o n . H e  i s  v e r y f a r  o f  b e i ng i n d e p e n d e n t .  
W ha t  h i s  m o t h e r  r e a l l y i s  w e  c a n n o t  k n o w ; bu t f r o m  F an 
n y ' s  o c c as i o n a l  men t i o n  o f  he r c o nd u c t  and op i n i on s , w e  
have n e v e r  b e e n  d i sp o s e d  t o  t h i n k  h e r  a m i ab l e ;  and I am 
very mu c h  m i s t a k e n  i f  Ed w a rd is n o t  h i m s e l f  a w a r e  t ha t  
t he r e  w o u l d  b e  m a n y  d i f f u l t i e s  i n  h i s  w ay i f  h e  w e r e  t o  
w i s h  t o  m a r r y  a w o m an w h o  h ad n o t  e i t he r  a g r e a t  f o r tu n e  
o r  a h i g h r an k . "  ( p . 2 0 ) I 

E l i n o r , i n  fu r t he r  o c c as i o n , h a s  m e t  L u cy S t e e l e  w h o  

i s  a gu e s t  o f  J o hn and F an n y  D as hw o od i n  t h e i r  hou s e  a t  

H a r l e y  S t r e e t . E l i n o r  t e a c h e s  h e r s e l f  t o  e xp e c t  t h e  
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announcemen t o f  an engage me n t  b e t w e e n  Edward and L u c y  h a s  

'imm in en t . ( vo l  2 .  c hap t e r 14 ) .  

I V . 2 . 3 .  UN DE RSTAND I NG SELF-I NTEREST . 

S e l f - c r i t i c i sm i n  o n e ' s  p e r s on a l i ty w i l l  b r in g h e r  
i� ... ' 

t o  I m  o w  h n r r: n 1 f -· i n t·. n r n r :  I: . f\ h P. "' i 1 1 h o n h l o 1·. o u n d o r -

s t and h e r  n e ed s  and t a k e  ac t i on s  t o  p r even t w h a t  i s  n o t  

good f o r  he r se l f . 

E l in or i s  ab le t o  u n d e r s t an d he r s e l f- l i m i t at i on , 

and i t  b r ings her to und e rstand her s e l f - i n t e r e s t , what 

is good for h e r . S he kn ows from h e r  con s id e rat i on s  and 
I 

d o u b t s  t ha t  o n e  t h i ng i s  b e t t e r  f o r  h e r  t h an an o t he r . I t  

c an b e  s e e n  f r om h�r p r ob l em ' o f  l ov e  w i t h Edward , when 

s he l e a_rn s  that h e  h as en gaged to Lucy S t e e l e . 

S h e  w a s  g r a t e f u  1 1  nnyw a y , ] f� arn i n g  t h a t M r s . F e r -

" I 
r a r s · charac t e r i z a t i o n - - w h i c h s h e  h ad b e en exp e c t ed w i l l  

b r i n g  d i f f i cn l t. i e s i n  h0 r m n r 1· i nf{ f• w i t. h  Ed w a r d - - p reven ted 

her f r om exp P. o t ing too mn c h  on h e r  r e l a t i on s h ip w i t h 

Edward . 

S h e  h ad s e en a lm o s t  enough t o  b e  t han k fu l f o r  h e r  o wn 
s a k e  t h a t  o n e  g r e a t e r  o b s t ac l e  p r e s e rved h e r  s u f f e r ing 

' under an y o t h e r  of M r s . F e r r a r s  c re a t i on , p r e s e rved h e r  
f rom a l l  d epend e n c e  u po n  he r c ap r i c e , o r  a n y  so l i c i tu d e  
f or her good op i n i o n . · ( p . 1 9 1 )  

T " .  �-- - - · .  - -·--- · - - · . 
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O n  M a r i a n n e · s :·; i d n , �; l i e  d 1 1 • · : :  11 o t: u n d c r s t und l t c 1· 
--- L.. 

s e l f - l i m i t a t i on . I t  b r i n gs h e r  t o  t h e con f u s i o n  o f  he r 

s e l f - i n t e r e s t . S he d o e s  n o t  ab l �  t o  c h o o s e  what i s  t he 

b e s t  f o r  h e r s e l f . I n  h e r  p r ob l e m  w i t h  W i l l oughb y ,  can b e  

s e e n  t h a t  s h e  d l) e s  n o t  k n ow h e r  � ; ,·! 1 f - in t e  r e s t , y e t  he r 

s i s t e r , E l i n o r  i s  t h e  one w h o  k n ows M a r i an n e ' s  b e s t  

i n t e r e s t : 

" I  am a f r a i d , .. s h e  r i:: p l i ed , " t h a t  I . h e p l e a s an tn e s s  o f  an 
e mp l oyme n t  d o e s  n o t  1n 1 w a ys e v i n c E� i t s p r op i e t y . " ( p .  58 ) 

W h o n  H n 1· i n nn e h n c o 111;> � �  v n r y  i 1 1  i 11 c: n n f.; e  o f  \� i l l o u [! h -

by " s  a t t i t u d e  t o 1-1a rd s h e r , i t.  j r-: E l i n o r  w h o  r em i nd s he r 

t h e  o n e  who s u f f e rs f o r  M a r i a n n e . 

c u s s ed , E l i n o r  i n f o r m s  M a r i a n n e  n l i o u t. t h e  s o r r ow s he has 

to b e a r  on he r l o v e f o r  E_d w a rd . S h e  exp l a i n s  h e r  own 

a t t i tud e t oward Edward ' s  a c t i on a nd b e h av i ou r . For the 

f i r s t  t i me , M ar i an n e  r e a l i s e s  how long and d e ep ly E l in o r  

h a s  su f f e r ed a s o r r o w  c o mp a r ed l i e r  own , and w i t h w h a t 

g e n e r o s i t y s h e  has tu r n ed f rom t h n  i n d u lge n c e  o f  h e r  own 

d l t 1 l . 1• n : 1 1 1  l . 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 ' l i c q· : i i : : l . n 1 · l . 1 •  1 t r · : i l . l i o 1· l i o r  l . r 1 1 1 1 l i l o : : . 

( vo l . I I I , chap t e r 1 )  
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E I  i r 1 n r  · : ;  < : x p  I n 1 1 : 1  I: i ,-, , , r 1 1 1  h r: r  : : 1 1 r r n w  n p f: n r; H n r  i n n n n  · :> 

And s i n c e  t h a t m o m t: n t . s h e  begins t o  d o  he r s e l f  

c r i t i c i s m , w h i c h  c an be se e n f r n m  t h e  t i me when s h e  

a c c e p t s  h e r  n i s tt � r · f,; e x p l n n a L i o n  n n  W i l l ou g hb y ' s  b e ha -

v i o u r : 

" I t  i s  a g r e a t  r e l i e f t o  mc - - w h a t E l in o r t o ld me t h i s  
m o r n i n g . I h a ve n o w  h e a rd e x ac t l y  wha t I w i s h  t o h ear . "  
Fo r some mome n t s h e r  v oic e was l o s t ; b u t  r e c o v e r ing 
h e r s e l f , she added , a nd w i t h g r e a t e r  c al mn e ss than b e 
f o r e  , " I a m  n ow p e r  f e c t l y s a t  i �; f i ed , I wish f o r  no 
c ha n g e . I n eve r c ou ld h a v e  b e en happy w i t h h i m , a f t e r  
kn ow i ng , a s  s o on e r  o r  l a t e r  I mu s t  ha v e  kn own , a l l  t h i s . 
I s h o u ld h a v e  h ad n o  c o n f i d e n c e , n n  e s t e e m . N o t h i ng ha v e 
d o n e  i t  away t o  m y  f e e l i n g s . "  ( p .  2 8 1 ) 

F i n a l l y > M a r i an n E: ag r e e s  1o1 i t h E l i n o r ' s  sensi b l e 

p r oj e c t i on o r  t h r-: u n h a p p y  l i f e s h •" w o u ld h a v e  b e en l i k e l y  

'I' h i s  p o i n t  l e ad s  M a r i a n n e  f . , ,  t h e  p r o c e s s · o f  s e l f -

c r i t i c i s m . S he beg i n s  t o  b e  a b l • · 1 0  p r even t h e r  p e r s on a l  

f e e l i n g s  t o  t· 1.1r1 w i l d .  �� lie b e g i 1 1 :  L 1 1  t h i n k  o f  he r s e l f -

i n t e r e's t . S he r e a  1 i s e s  t ha t  �Ji I I 0 i u g h b y  i s  n o t  t h e  p e r -

h e s t: i n t n r n s t: .  'I' h i ::: F: t n r t. i n p; I" ' i 1 1  I'. o f s n l f - n r. i t i e i ::: m 

c h ang<�s h e r  i d e a  and p e r !:J p e c t i v e  , , f  l i f e . 

! V ; 2 . 4 ,  THE W AY TO DEAL W I T H  SO R RO W . 

S e lf c r i l i c i s m t h a t  has b e e n  d o n e  b y  E l i n o r , w h i c h  
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.. c a.o  b e  s e e n  s i n c e  t h e  b eg i n i n g  o f  t he n o v e l , e n a b l e s h e r  
,_ 

t o  d e a l  w i t h  s o r r ow i n  l e s s  p a i n , c o mp a r e s  t o  M a r i an n e , 

e v e n t ho u g h  t h e  p r o b l em i s  n o t  l e s s  h e av i e r . 

E l i n a r · R  s e l f - l i m i t a t i o n nnc l  � e l f - i n t e r e s t  e n ab l e s  

h e r  t o  p r e p a r e  h e r s e l f  f o r  t 1 t e> w u r s e . S h e  d o u b t s a l l  

p o s � i b i l i t i e s , a n d  a l w a y s  c on s id e r s  a l l  t h e a l t e rn a t i v e s  

i n  a n y  s u bj � c t . S h e  h a s  t o  b e H r  t i l e  s o r r o w  s he g e t s  f r o m  

h e r  a cq u a i n t an c e  w i t h  Ed w a rd , y e l .  s h e i s  ab l e  t o  gove r n  

h e r  f e e l i n g s , a n d  e v e n  h e l p s h e r  s i s t e r  t o  w e a t h e r  h e r 

s i s t e r ' s  s o r r o w . 

M a r i an n e ' s  w ay i n  d e a l i n g  w i t. h  h e r  s o r r o w  m a k e s  h e r 

m i s e r ab l e . M a r i an n e ' s  s o r r o w d i s t r e s s es h e r  f am i l y  w h e n  

s he h e a r s  W i l l o u g h b y ' s  d e p a r t u r e : 

H a r i a n ri� �ott l d  h a� e  t ho u g h t  h e r s e l f  v e r y  i n e x c u sab l e h ad 
s he b e e n  ab l e  t o  s l e e p  a t  a l l  t h e  f i r s t  n ig h t  a f t e r  
p a r t i n g  f r om W i l l o u g h b y . S h e  w o u l •i have b e e n  a s h amed t o  
l o o k  h e r  f am i l y i n  t h e  f a c e  t h e n � x t  m o rn i n g  had s he n o t  
r i t=HHI f r o m  h <� r b n<l i n  mr i r c n r� •�< I  1 1 1' e p o !"": e  w h e n  s h e la y  
d o wn i n  i t .  B u t t h o f e e l i n g w h i c h  m a d e  s u c h  c ompu s u r e  a 
� 4 q d r a c e  l e f t  h e r i n  n o  d a n g e r  o f  j n c u r r i n g  i t . S h e  w a s  

. t h e �h o l e  n ig h t , and s h e w e p l t he g r e a t e s t  p a r t  o f  
� �e go t  Up w i t h  a h e ad a c h e , w n s u n ab l e  t o  t a l k , and 

· l i n g . t o t a k e u n y n o u r i :.; h n1 < : 1 1 I .  ; g i v i n L� p a i n  e v e r y 
. 1 t  t o  h e r  m <� t h e r and h e r  s i s t e r s , and f o r b i d d i n g  a l l  inp a t c ons·o l at i on f r om e i t h e r . ( p . 69 ) 

B u t M a r  i an r1 e · s w a y  o f  h a n d  1 j 1 1 1� h e r  s o r r o w b eg i n s  t o  

c h an g e , rj��  t o  s e l f - c r i t i c i sm s h e h a s  
s e e n  w h e n  s h e  d e a l s  w i t h  t h e 

oxp e r i n en c e . It 
c an be 

n e w_s ,  h e r  s i s t e r  
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. b r ought t o  h f n· f 1· o m  l� i 1 ] n 1 1 r� h l 1 y . · · n n c e r n :i ng t o  h i s  p a s t.  
' - .  

I .  

o e h a v i o u r a n d  I t h.;  m a r r i ai.t l� t o  M i : : : :  H r c� y : 

" I t  i s  a g r e a t  r e l i e f  t o  m e . 
" I  w i s h  f o r  n o  c hange . " ( p . ?. 8 1 )  

I • ' 

S he l i s t e n s t o  t h e n e ws i n  s o r r o w f u l  e m o t i on , b u t  

d o e s  n o t  l o s e  c on t r o l o f  h e r s e l f .  A t  t h at t im e  s h e  a l -

r e ad y  had t i me t o  t h i nk n b n u  I' lt r! 1· own exp e r  i en e e s , h e r  

r e c e 11 t es cape r r o111 d e u  t h . ::. he e :;�p r e s s e s  h e r  s i n c e r e  

g r a t i t u d e L o  E 1 i n u 1- ,  :m d l i e r r �:i{ r • � t  a t  t. he s e l l' i s h  and 

i n s en s i t i v e  b e h a v i o u r  t h a t  m u s t. h : i v e  c a u s ed he r s i s t e r  so 

much e m b a r as s me n t n n d  d i s t r e s s  a t  the pas t . 

I V . 3 .  T H E  M EAN I NG OF SELF - C RI T I C I SM I N  THE NOVEL . 

J u d g i n g  o n e · s P,e r s o na l i ty c a 1 1  b e  s e e n a s  o n e  o f  t h e  

man i f e s t as i on o f  s e l f - c r i t i c i sm i n  t h e  n o ve l .  O n e  s h ou ld I 
I 

o b r-; o rvP. :i p n r :� 1 1 1 1  11l1 . i 1 • 1 • l . i v P l y ,  1-1 1 l h 1 1 1 1 L l ' nn s i d n r i n g :u1 y 

r e f e r en c e s  on t h e ob s e r v e r . T h e  o b s e r v e r  c an n o t  u n d e r -

s t a nd 1 l  p n r : : n l l  ' ::: p n r :-; 111 1 :1 l i l . y  i f  I I l l '  oh:H ? J' V e r j udges h i m  

b y  h i s  up p e a r un c e  o r  h i s  L a s t c  ( M u r i a n n e · s  b e hav i o u r ) . 

S u b j e c t i v e  j udge m e n t o f t e n  L o ads o n e  t o  d i s ap p o i n t -

m en t . W h en on e j ud ge s  an o t he r i n  subj e c t i ve mann e r , s h e 

t e n d s  n o t t o  a c c e p t ,a p e r s on w i t ho u t a n y  s im i l a r i ty w i t h 
.. 

her . A man w i t h  a s l i g h t  d i f f e r e n c e s  i s  i mp e r f e c t  f o r 

h e r . H J 1 1 ?  l: rm d s  t o  t n lu� a .i u d 11, 1� 11w 1 1 1 . o n  r e l' e r c n c e s  o f  h e r  
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: own p e r s o n a l i t y .  
- · . ,  

I f  one r e l i e s  on t h e  a s sump t i on t ha t t h e  p e r s o n  s h e  

has j u dged has s i m i l a r  per s o n a J l ty w i t h  h e r , and i n  

o c c a s i on h e  d o e s  some thin g u n p l e a s an t , s h e  w i l l  b e  i n  

d e ep d i sapp o i n tmen t .  D i sapp o i�tm e n t  w h i c h  even d e e p e r  

t h an i f  she d o e s  n o t  l ay on he r a s s ump t i on o f s im i l a r i ty . 

W h en o n e  is a b l e  to j nct1 �e  a n • 1 l . h e r  per s o n ' s  p e r s on a l -

i ty , s h t:! w i ll  b e  ub l <.:1 L o  k n o w  h o w  t . o  a c l t ow a r d s  h i m/ he r . 

T hen t he r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e en t h e  o b s e r v e r  an d t h e  ano t h -

e r  p e r s o n  w i l l m ain t a i n  i n  good e 1.'11dit i on. Fu r t he rmo r e , 

w i t h  an u n d e r s t an d i ng o f  a1 1 o t: h �"'! 1· ' : : p c r :-:; on a l i t y ,  s h e  w i l l  

b e  ab l e  t o  c h o o s e  w h i c h  o n e  is h e r  f r i en d , w h i c h  o n e is  
not . 

S e l f - c r i t i c i sm i s  a l s o  man i f e s t e d  i n  und e r s t and i n g  

s e l f- l i m ita t i on . U nd e r s t a n d i n g  0 1 H · · s  s e l f - l i m i t a t i on i s  

no t e asy . F i r s t, on e shou ld be nbl e to k n ow h i s/ h e r  

ab i l i ty a n d  s h o r t ag e s . A n d  t ht: l l , t he p e r s o n  has t o  

a c c ep t h i s / h (: n· a b i ]  j t y  a n d  r.-; h o r t ag e s  a n d  a l s o  l i ve w i t h 

t he m . 

A p e r s on w ho k n o w s  and u nd e r s t and s h e r  s e l f - l i m i t a -

t i on h o p e f u l l y  w i 1 .l b o  ab l e  l. o 1 · 1 1 1 1 t. .r o l a n d  acc ep t h e r 

s h o r t ag e s  and w e a kn e s s . Ac c e p t. i n �  s e l f - l i m i t a t i on w i l l  

b r i n g  he r t o  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t she i� ab l e  t o  make p l ans f o r  

h e r s e l f ,  he r fu t u r e  with c on s j d e r n t i o n s  o n  h e r  l i m i t a -
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t i on . U n d e r s t a nd i ng s e l f - l i m i t a t i on p r e v en t s  h e r f r om 

" d a.�n g  w h a t  is n o t  ab le t o  b e  f o 1 1  o w ed up by h e r s e l f . 

As s o on as o n e  un d e r s t and s h e r.  se l f - l i m i t a t i on ,  s h e  

w i l l  b e  b e  ab l e  t o  und e r s t a nd h n r s e l f - i n t e r e s t . U n d e r -

s t an d i n g  s e l f - i n t e r e s t  e n a b l e s  h e r  t o  kn o w  t he p o s i t i on 
' 

R n d  r o l e  i n  he r l i f e ,  a n d  t o  a'c t. pr op e r l y . S h e  w i l l  b e  

ab l e  t o  c h o o s e  w h a t h e r  n e ed s are and e n c o u n t e r  p r o b l em s  

b y  c on s i d e r i n g  h e r  s e l f - i n t e r e s t . 

W he n  o n e  kn ows and u nd e r s t a nd s h e r  l im i t a t i o n  and 

i n t e r e s t , s he w i l l  b e  p r ep ar ed t o  en c o u n t e r p r o b l ems in 

h e r  l i f e  p r op e r l y . S h e  w i l l  b e  ab l e  to c o n t r o l  h e r  

f e e l i n g s  s o  t h a t  s he would n o t  f a l l d o wn i n  d e e p e r  s o r -

r o w . 

I n  t h e  way t o  d e a l  w i t h  s o r r o w  c an b e  e x am i n ed t h a t 

a p e r s o n  w i t h  s e l f - c r i t i c i s m  i s  n b l e  t o  d e a l  w i t h s o r r ow 

i n  l e s s  p a in c o m p a r ed t o  a p e r s o n  w i t h ou t s e l f - c r i t i c i s m . 

S e l f - c r i t i c i s m  b u i l d a s e l f - r e l i A rl p e r s on . A p e r s o n  w ho 

i s  ab l e  t o  g o v e r n  h e r  l i f e , m a i n t a i n  h e r  hon o u r by u nd e r -

s t and in g  h e r  r o l e  i n  t i l e  s o c i e t y . u nd e r s tand i n g  h e r s e l f  

and h e r  s o r r o u n d ings . 

T h e  s e q u e n c e  o f  j udg ing on c · s  p e r s on a l i ty ,  u n d e r -

s t an d ing s e l f - l im i t a t i on , u nd e r s t a n d i n g  s e l f - i n t e r e s t  and 

k n o w s  t he way t o  d e a l  w i t h s o r r o w  a r e  t h e  m a n i f e s t a t i on s  

o f  s e l f - c r i t i c i sm . J t ' s  i m p o r t a n t f o r s om e o n e  t o  exp e r i -

e n c e  i t  t o  g a in t he h on o u r  and p r i d e  a s  human b e i ng . 
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