
CHAPTER III 

JANE AUSTEN AND HER WORK 

III.1. BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF JANE AUSTEN . 

• J 11ne Aus ten was born on December . 16. 1775 in S I.e

ven ton p arson age, Hamp s i re, a v i l l age in southern Eng

land. The youngest c h i ld of a country c lergyman , s he has 

sjx brothers, one of w hom was ad opted by a weal thy k i n s

man and su c ceeded i n  t i me to h i s  f am i ly named Godmersham, 

in Kent . Two of the Austen's boys , F r an k  and C har les, 

rose to becom� Ad m i r a l s  in the Navy . Another, Hen r y, 

become a clergym an . Jane Austen ' s  elder s i ster, Cass an

dra , rema ined ( l i ke Jan e ) u n m a r r ied and out l i ved her. 

Although many events of importan ce occured d ur i ng 

her lifetime (in cluding the Amer i c an and Fren c h  Revolu 

t i on ) ,  The Re ign of Ter ror i n  Fran ce dur ing wh i c h  the 

husband of one of her cou s in was executed , the meteor i c  

r ise to power o f  NapoJeon Bonap arte, and t he n ava l bat

t les of Lord Horatio Ne lson ) , her nove l s  do not draw 

t heir mater i a ls from an y of these sources . 

Although Eng l i sh l i ter ature itse l f  was i n  these 

years undergoing a p e i od of trans it i on f rom the e ighteen 

century values and techniques of .. Pope and Dr. Johnson to 

new , ·roman ttc' ideas and method s popu larised by S i r  
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Wal t er S c o t t , Wi l � iam Wordsworth and Lord Byron, Jane 

Aust en l ived herse l f  outside the Eng l ish l i t erary w o r l d  
I --.,. 

l, 

and is n o t known to have met n fellow author. 

Unt i l  she was t wen ty - f ive years o ld ,  s h e  l ived i n  

h e r  fat her's r e c t ory . I n  1800 the fam i ly m oved t o  Bat h  

and , o n  t he d eath of R everend da orge Aust en i n  1806, t o  

S outt:nmp t on . In 1809 Mrs. Auste n  and h e  two d aug h t ers 

s e t t l ed at C hawton C ot tag e, a sma l l ho use on E dward 
I 

Knjght 'r> llnmpr>hj re: property, 1111d l1oro Jnne Aust.en l ived 
I 

until w i t h i n a few w eeks of h er dea t h  in 1817. H ere t o o  

a l l  c omp let ed n ove l s  w e re put by her i n t o  t h e i r  f ina l 

i'orm and prepared fqr publicutio11. 

W i t h  h er bro t h ers and t he i r  f am i l i e s ,  and with her 

s is t er , Cassandra, Jan e Aust en enjoyed a c l ose , af f e c -

t i onat e  re l a t i onsh i p  and maintained an i n t i ma t e  c orre -

sp on d en c e . S h e  d is trib u t ed t he grea t er part o f  h er l i f e  

b�tween H ampsh ir e  and v is i t  to Bath, Kent and L o n d o n .  

H er fam i l y was h e r  f irs t a n d  most appre cia t i v e  

aud i e n c e , a n d  the reading public s h e  env i sag ed f o r  

fuill.l;tfLAntL .. SQnl:iihi.liJ.:..Y. was clear Jy very 1 ike her parents 

and her b r oth ers and sisters in its tastes: c u l tured , 

l ive l y ,  humorou s, and s c o rnfu l o f  fa l se p o mp and pre t en-

t i ousn e ss .  S he began to write as a young c h i l d , scr i b -

b l ing p l ay l e ts a n d  l i tt l e  satirical s tori e s and ske t c hes 

f or t he amusem e n t  of her family. 
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. Except for a brie f period during which Cas sand ra and l,-�···" 
Jane 1 1 Austen were sent to a b o a rding schoo l in Read i n g , 

the i r  educat i o n  was conducted at home under the i r  f a-

ther"s supervision . He gave tuition to a few se lected 

p up i l s  every ye ar, and encoural;te his own d aughte r s  to l• 

read w i de l y . 

Like most gir l s  in the i r  s tation in l ife, she and 

Cassand r a  learn French and I talian, an d were t·aught to 

sing, play musical in struments, sew and emb r o ider . Sh� 

was ve ry fond o f  danc i ng, enjoyerl mak i ng and wear i n g  

p retty e l o thes i n  her youth, and d omestic skills that 

make a l itt le mon ey go a l o n g  way . 

Jane Austen's soc i al cir c l e was restricted to mem-

be r s  of he own rank, the 'genteel' upper m idd le class . 

As a gi r l  she attended halls and mnnth l y  as semblies , and 

was taken v i s it i n g, to te a-parties, c ard-pa rties, mus ical 

·enihgs, dinne r-par�ie� and thealricals. Her auth o r s hip 
I 

. I 
by hor otm wi.sh. a fa111ily secret. Chawton 

. �ty �k� �efj iifuit�d ,  as her latter s  make c l ear, and 

�ne Austgh was �rob,bly did not w i sh to be s in gled out 

a nd even : f)'e'�nap'$; jt'vo·:ide-ci i:i'yr her ne ighb ours being 

gero u sly sat1r1�a.·1·. . . r 
Jane Austen character i stica l l y d rew the bu l k  o f  

material from e•ber��n••· ••-�o•king incidents ove r  

I 
I 

d an-

her 

and 
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over again, and inventing as little as she could. At the 

. same time shr� carefully broke up a11d altered what came to 
... __ 

her from real incidents and people. until the source was 

unrecognisable, or at any rate, impossible to establish 

beyond doubt . T he r e f ore , althougl1 readers might believe 
I 

they see in the unjustly differentiated fortunes of John 

Dashwood and his three siste rs a reflection of the dif-

l'1!l'1�11c1• l11·l.w"'''1 t hi· i111 ·11111c!i·: ,,r l•:,h-1Hrd l\nir{ht nnd his 

sisters Cassandra and Jane, anything app roaching an 

identification 1.11' .Jolrn 1111d Fam1y Dashwood with Hr and 

Mrs. Edward Knight would not be j11f:tif inble. 

Characters such a� .John Daf;}n1ood and Mrs. Ferrars, 

Hr. Golli.ns and I.arly Cnt.het"inP. d1· Rourrth 1n l?.ride....And 

l.)rejudj....Q..Q, (Jr (i(:nnra I 'J'.i 1.11ey in l:'h.11·!Jw.I1£ter_.AtJJltl are the 

'ogres· and ·monster' in Jane Austen· s f iot ion: they 

represent gualitieB (notably gri:�r�d and hypocrisy) that 

Jane Austen seems to have d is l i k ed and resented very much 

in th�ir real life manifestationH. for she sets them up 

in novel after novel t:o bt"! s111 t.nl• I y humbled or defeated 

by her wity and sensttive heroi11.:Js. But they derive 

their dis tincti ve qualities, comic as well as disagree-

�ble, lfbili fu�hy § ources and not frnm a single identifia-

ble only. 

H er relationship �lith her sinl.P.r, Cassandra is also 

very likely to have influenced her presentation of Elinor 
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and Marianne. 'l'he affectionate tt·anquility between them 
( ---

'· 
thn t. ondr-: I: he hook p rnv i ch� �.h:·nsr: l\11d_Sens ihili.t.Y with onn 

n I' i t.:1 m11::t. "llll':tl.hi•· 1•r•n1111111 l ::I :1l.•n11011l.r:: I.Ian I. r: t·. r n11� 

family affection and sympathy can help to minimise paver-

ty and personal losR. 

lier wri ting reflects contemporary ideus more than it 

does contemporary events. The n b s ence of ·good' or 

common sense provides the basis for many of her f ic-

tional portraits of ins in cere or pretentious people. 
'Sense· nnd 'roason· extendnrl their range as Jane Austen 

matured, to inc lude moral virtue as well as social tact 

and active intelligence. 

June Auste n  died , after a y8ar of deteriorating 

health, in 1817 at the age of forty-one. She was buried 

in Winchester Cuthedral. 

III.2. SY�OPSIS OF SENSE AND SENSIBILITY. 

The twice married Mr. Henry Dashwood dies his 

estate at Norland in Sussex passing to his son from his 

first wife, Mr. John Dashwood. II is his widow and her 

thre� dgtighter� become tenants of Barton Cottage in 

Devonshire at t..110 ihvit.uL:ion ol' :;ir -Jolm Middleton, u 

laHdowner ahd a distant relation of Hrs. Dashwood. 

i11 romantic circum·-
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stances, and fa·l.l::> in love with.. John Willoughby, an 

· aTbrncti ve y<11m�rr1trn who ::;a I'. inf i r:d l'.hP. yearnings of her 

sentimental imagination liy appeaei1111 to share enthutias

tically her every thought, o pinio n  and artistic taste. 

They openly display t.heir riffectinn for each other, but 

hlinor is troubled by the absence of any formal declara-

t ion on e i the r s id e o f n n i n t 1m t i n 11 to mar r y . 

When Willoughby is called suddenly away from Devon-

shire, and the lonely Mariani w sp1,11ds all her time think-

ing sadly of him (indeed, culLivnting the melancholy 

feel j ruts t.hn t n 1·0 l'<-?ad i ly rd. i n111 I :1 Led in the person of 

'sensibility'), her family assume that the pair are 

privately engaged to marry. This is however , not the 

case. 

Elinor na��hwnod 1111:1. 111 .. 1111\!l:il1:. hnrnelf' become 

attached to Edward Ferrars, a brn1.hAr of her sister-in-

l :tw Ftm11 y ll:i::li\·I•"" I . 

return . But as she has very little money in her own 

right (her family's fortune now L•eing legally in her 

�rother, John's p ossesion and he is unwilling to assist 

· 't E 1 irio1• is 1.nrare that an a11t�agemen t exist between 

Edward an� h�r�eif would be disapproved of by his mother 

who expect� him to marry well. Since Edward and Elinor 

have not told onr:: 'uiotlser of their mutual affection, no 

engagement (not even .a secret one) exist between them; 
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and w hen Lucy S teele, a poor and pretty cous i n  of Lady 
� -...--.. i_ 

Midd leton ,  confides to Elinor that Ed ward Ferrars is 

nlready ::iocrctly on.rtDJ!.Od t:n marry l1nr, Hl inor decides to 

try and d ism i ss all thoughts of marry ing Edward from her 

mind. 

Volume II begins as the two sis ters, reacti n g  char-

acterist ically to the i r  disappo intmen ts ( El i n or behaving 

with such sen s i ble fortitude that no one suspects h e r  

sorrow, Mar ianne y earning open l y  for Wil l oughby's compa-

n y ), go to Lon don as the guest of Hrs. Jen n i ngs, Lad y 

M iddleton's mo ther. 

Hn1·iarn11� 111u1:l.:: \�i1l•m1:h1>y :11�:1i11, hut onJy t.o f j nd 

t hat he i s  about to marry ano t her woman, an heiress. 

Elinor suppor ts Marianne through th'3 agony of th is d isap-

pointment a11d, unhappy ns :·:lie i:.; 1 ... r.·sfllf', lHH\rs �ithout 

deferic0 or explarrnl.ion lier :�:i.sb:n : :  bitter accusations of 

insensi t i  vi ty and coldheartednes�:. However, when the 

secret of Lucy·s engagement to Edward is acc iden tly 

disclose by Lucy 's sister, Anne to Mrs. John Dashwood an d 

the en raged Hrs . Ferrars (and freely d iscussed by eve ry-

one else), Mar i an n e  recognises for the first time t he 

fuli ekteht of both her sister's hero ism and her own self 

inttulg�hbe and selfishness. Both nre unhapp y at the 

clos6 of volume II. But Elinor can draw some consolation 
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f rom t he f ac t  tha t h e r  s e n s e he l p ed her to g u a rd her own 

· pl.:"! vacy and s u p p o r t  M a r i an n e  t h r o u g h  h e r  t r o u b l e s , w h i l e  

M a r i an n e  h a s  l i tt l e s he c an loo k b a c k  on w i t h o u t  r eg r e t .  

E l i n o r  and M a r i a n n e  l e a v e  L o n d o n  t o  s t ay w i t h M r  and 

M r s .  P a l 111 1:� r ( � ; h 1'! i :�: M r �: . . I  e n 1 1 i n f{ : :  y o u n g e r d a u g h t e r ) i n  

Somm e r s r:  t. : : l i i r e .  C a r e J c :.: �:  a 1 1 d  l l < ' ! � l u c t f u l of he r own 

h e a l t h ,  M n r i a n n r� r- n n t. a r r· l s p n A 1 1 111 1 1 1 1 i a  nnd ve r y  n e a r l y  

d i e s . H e a r i n g t h a t  s he i s  d y i n g , W i l l o u g h by r id e s  t o  

C l e ve l a n d  a n d  i n t erv i e w s E l i n o r . H e  t e l l s h e r  o f  h i s  

u n happy m a r r i age , an d e xp l a i n s  t h a t h i s  own e x t ravagan c e  

and s e l f i s hn ess had l ed h i m  s o  l tc a v i ly i n t o d e b t t h a t h e  

had b e l i e v ed t h e  on l y  c ou r s e  l e f  L t o  h i m w a s  t o  g i v e  u p  

W h en M a r i an n e  r e c o � e r s , t h e s i s t 0 r s r e tu r n to B a r t on . 

Told E l i n or of N il l oughby ' s  c o n r .. : � s i on , M a r i an n e  s ho w s  

t ha t  h e r  P. >: pe r i en r: e s  ha v e  1 .hn n r� l i t  li n r  g ood se n s e ; s h e  

a s c.a· i b e s  h e r  s o r r o w :;;; L u  tl 1 1 :  i r t . r 1 1 1 ·  1: u w:i e : · 1 have n o t h i ng 

t o  r eg r e t - n o t h i n g b u l my o wn f 1 1 l l y  

T he u n s e l f i s h n e s s  and s t r en g t h  o f  E l i n or ' s c h ar ac t e r 

c a n  b e  s e en i n  the .±' a c t  t h a t , a 1 t o u g h  s h e  has g i ven u p  

a l l  h o p e  of ri1a r t y i ng1 E d w a rd F e r r a  r s  h e r s e l f ,  s h e  e n c o u r 

a�e s  C o l o n e l B r an d o n  ( a  f r i end ,  m e t  o r i g i n a l ly at B a r t on , 

w her e t.1 1-; b e c ari1 e  a cl i s t  an t b 1 1  t. V P  ry s in c e r e ad m i r e r  of 

H a r. b.u 1 1 1  «: ) i r1 l 1 • 
· ·  i : ; ch: c: i. :.: .i o 1 1  L o  r > 1 · n 1 : 1 · 1 i ! .  Hd 1-1u 1•d w j t h  u 1 1 v i n g 

o n  h i s e s t a t e  a t  D e l a fo rd . 
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T h i s  w i l l ,  E l in o r  b e l i e ves , en ab l e  Edward t o  f o l l ow 
I · - - . 

1. 
h i s own i n c l i n a t i on to t a k e  o r d e r s  and m a r r y  L u cy , t h u s  

pu t t ing a n  end t o h i s  d e p end en c e  o n  h i s  m o t h e r . S h e  n o w  

d a i l y exp e c ts n e ws o f  E d w a rd ' s  mar r i ag e s  t o  L u c y . I t  

comes , r e p o r t ed by a s e rvan t ,  an'd F. l in o r  res ign s 
' h e r se l f  

t o  w hnl s h e  h u s  l on g r eg u rd ed H u  i n e v i t ab l e :  he r own 
I 

u n happ i n e ss and l o n � l i n e ss . 
I 
I 

· Bu t  c o r r e c t ion : i s  a t  hand . Ed w a rd h imse l f  comes t o  
I 

B a r ton , t o  t e l l  t h e  Das hwood s tha t L u cy has b r o ke n  t h e i r  

engageme n t  and mar r. i ed h i s  you n g e r  b r o t he r  Robe r t  ( w ho 

n ow owns t he p r op e r ty Edward l o s t when t he i r  mo t he r , 

en rngfld by t: he n e w s  o f  h i n  cn1:�ni� e m r> 11  t t o  I.u c y , d i s in h e r -

i t ed h im ) . Edward exp l a i n s  t h e t r u e  n a tu r e  o f  h i s  e ar l i -

e r  e n t an g l emen t w i t h  Lucy , asks E l i n o r  t o  m a r r y  h i m ,  and 

is a c c eP. t ed . 

T h e i r  m a r r i ag e  i s  n e c e s s a r i l y d e l a yed , f o r  m a r r y  on 

i n ad eq u a t e  i n come wou ld be an act u f  f o o l i s h  ' s e n s i b i l i -

ty ' r a t h e r  t han o f  p ru d en t · s en s e · .  Bu t in t i m e , M rs . 

F e r r a r s  i s  r e c on c i l ep w i t h  Edward , and p r ov id e s  h im w i t h  

f in a�c i a l  ass i s t�n c e l . 

fo rd 

Edward and E i i n or moved to t he i r  n e w  home a t  D e la-
. . 

P a r s on age on Go l on e l  B r a n d o n ' s  e s t at e ,  and af t e r  a 

l ap se � �  i ii� , M �r i ahn e r e c ove r s  su f f i c i e n t l y  f ro m  h e r  

d i sappo fn tmen t  a � � r  W i l l oudhby t o  a l l o w  h e rse l f  a s e c ond 
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a t t ac hme n t . She b e c o m e s  t �e w i f e of C o l on e l  B r an d o n , and I 

! the  t w o  s i s t e r s  m a i n t a in t h e  a f f e c t i on t ha t  has l i n k ed � 

t h e m  i n  a l l  t he exp e r i en c e s  d es c r i b ed i n  t he n ove l . 
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