
CHAPTER I I I  

PRESENTAT I ON AND 

ANALYS I S  OF THE DATA 

The presen ta tion and ana l ysis of the d a ta for eac h 

pa t tern were done per c onversa t i on . The data of one 

c on vers a t i on wou ld be p resen ted and an a l ysed ; a f ter tha t 

the data of ano t her conversation wou l d  be then presen ted 

and an a l ysed in t he n e x t  sec tion , and so on . The ana l y

s i s  of the who l e  conversa tio�s f o r  eac h pattern wou l d  be 

done at the very end sec tion of eac h pa t tern an a l ysis . 

The c omp l ete transc ri p tions o f  a l l conversat i on s  cou l d  

b e  seen i n  the Append i x . 

1 1 1 . 1 ASKJ NB QUESTI ON 

Not every ques tion / i n terrog a t i ve f orm ( wi th ques

t ion marker ( ? ) ) in a l l of the conversa t ions wi l l  be 

coun ted and ana l ysed here . There is an except ion for ex

pressions in in terrog a ti ve form wi th c a tegor i z a t ion as 

be l ow : 

1. The ex pressi on i s  not a min ima l response l i ke 

' he-eh ' , ' iya · , etc , except when i t  i s  fo l l owed or 

prec ed ed immed i a te l y  by one or more phrases , o ther 

than those , l i ke in : 
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n2 1 • • • •  nunggu l agi dari • • • •  cabang pe1bantu 1 .  
� F6 : L Dari liin-lainnya. He-eh? 

Forms l i ke ' he-eh ' , ' he-em ' , and ' iya ' wi th the 

exce p t i on a bove were c a tegori z ed as min ima l respon ses 

and w i l l  be a
_
n a l ysed in 3 . 2  a bou t M i n i ma l  Response 

Pa t tern . 

2 .  I t  i s  not a ques t i on f rom the thi rd person i m i ta ted 

by the responden ts . 

3. I t  i s  n o t  a re pea ted ques t i on motiva ted by t he pa rtn-

e r  o f  conversa tion who does not hear or unders tand 

the ques tion . 

Examp l e  : 

Fl : ( Kerjanya di 1ana? ] 
nl I /Enal/ Kenapa? 

_..,. Fl I lerjinya di 1ana? 

4 .  I t  i s  not an ex p l anation of the previous ques tion 

mo tivated by the pa rtn e r  who does not hear o r  under-

stand t he quest i on . 

Examp l e  : 

nl I l11u, apa? 
Fl 1 Apanya? 

_,.n1 1 Suda:h JuJus? 

Questions inc l uded in number 2 ,  3 ,  and 4 were not 

ana l ysed since the i r  occurances depend on t he partner ' s  

ques tion s . 
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I I I . 1 . 1  CONTEXT 1 1  25 VEAR OLD MALES AND 25 YEAR OLD 

FEMALES 

I I I . 1 . 1 . 1  CONVERSAT ION 1 ( BETWEEN HALE J (H1 ) AND FEMALE 

1 (F1 ) )  

T•blt 111.1.1.1 Tht frequency at iJtin9-question p•ttern in canvers1tian 1 

ftl Fl 

Ouetitions 31 (361) 55 (641) 

Total 86 ( 1001) 

I t  cou l d  be seen f rom the tab l e  a bove t ha t  t he 

fema l e  c on versa t i ona l i s t  pr� posed more ques t i ons t han 

her ma l e  partn e r . 

Here Fl indeed asked more ques t ions t han Ml , but 

not a l l of her questions were faci l i ta t ive . 3 of her 

ques t i on s  showed he r hesi tancy in ta l k in g : 

Fl 1 • •  Tapi lan lalau di1 1ana? Sipi : l ,  arsitektur, • • •  terus 1pa? • • • •  e l ingkungan 
i tu cewel. 

S he a l so used ' Ha? ' or ' He? ' (3 question s ) that 

forced M l  to repea t h i s  ques t i on . She q uesti oned not 

because she d i d  n o t  hear Ml ' s  ques ti on s , since t he t h ree 

ques tions asked by Ml were proposed c l ea r l y  w i thou t any 

noise in t he bac k g round . 

S he asked more e x p l anation abou t Ml ' s  question s 

w hi c h  were c l ea r  enoug h (2 ques t i ons ) ,  l i ke w hen Ml said 

t ha t  he had g radua ted f rom F I A  in B rawi j aya Un i versi ty 

and asked : 

"1 i Ka1u, apa? 

I t  was c l ear enou g h  that he wan ted the same in fer-
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mation f rom Fl about her g raduat i on , bu t Fl as k ed 

· Fl 1 Apanya? 

that fo rced him to c han ge h i s  ques t ion i n to : 

ftl 1 Sudar h lulus? 

4 of her questions m i g h t  func t i on as a c on f  i rma-

t i on of her s ta temen t ,  l i ke in : 

Fl : Oalah, 1odin itu ya? 

or 

Fl : Oh hanya i tu aja yang 1e1bedakan? Jadi sudah berhubungan itu boleh? 

And s he re pea ted M l ' s  statemen ts in in terrogati ve 

form that m i g h t  fun c t i on to asc ertain hi s .  

ftl : Dia A satu: • • • •  alu A dua. 

_. Fl 1 A Dua? 

Those q uest i on s  c ou l d  a l so be fac i l i tative . They 

m i g h t  be used to keep t he c onversa t i on going , to show 

her at ten t i on to the partner ' s  ta l k .  

She bro k e  si l ence ( wi t h t he duration more t han a 

secon d ) by propos ing quest i on s  wi t h  abso l u te l y  new 

topi c s  ( three times ) . She k e p t  ask i ng to preven t t he 

fai l i n g  of i n t erac t i on . 

T he man asked 31 ques t i on s �  f ewer than Fl , but n o t  

a l l  o f  t hem were fac i l i t a t i ve .  Fou r ti mes h e  showed h i s  

uncertain ty in ta l k ing : 

ftl 1 £ 1 ,  inforaatila tan ada di sana. Eh , kok infor1atila. Ck , l istrik apa ya? [inhales] 

He repeated Fl ' s  wo rd s three t imes t hat m i g h t  be 

used to ascertain her s tat emen ts : 

Ill 1 Dari? 
Fl 1 E di ITS: . 

-+ ftl : D ITS? 
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4 of h i s  m i g h t  be a con f i rmat i on for h i s  c l aims : 

. . . . . .  

Kl 1 Jni nanti, ngobrol sa1a • • •  itu. Terus 1inggu depan nanti u1urnya yang lebih tua 
l agi. l ya? Terus hibis gitu paling • •  lebih tua lagi? 

The quest ion a bove cou l d  be f ac i l i t a t i ve too for 

it broke the s i l ence and the topic was d i f feren t f rom 

the previous . Thu s ,  man cou l d  a l so make an ef fort to 

keep the conversation going . 
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I I I . 1 . 1 . 2 CONVERSATI ON 2 ( BETWEEN HALE 2 (H2) AND FEHALE 

2 (F2) ) 

Table 111.l.1.2 The frequency of asiing-question· pattern in conversation 2 

H2 F2 

Questions 58 (69.9%) 25 ( 30. 1%) 

Total 83 (100%) 

The man was more ac tive in asking q uest i on s  com-

pared to t he woman . Thus M2 and F2 devia ted f rom F i sh-

man ' s  t heory that woman asked quest ion s mo re t han man 

( in Grad d o l  & Swann , 1989 : 72 ) . 

From his questions , 3 i n d i c a ted hi s uncerta i n ty in 

ta l k i ng : 

H2 : Ya: se1pet saya nit1a ti sih. Saya juga bisa • • •  apa? istilahnya itu? 

5 of h i s  ques tions m i g h t  be proposed to make 

con f i rma tion to F2 about his c l aim . For instance , he 

wan ted to con f i rm Tor i k ' s  ( or Tof ik ' s ) apperan c e  that 

had been in formed prev i ous l y  by him : 

K2 1 , , ,  Arab itu lo • • • •  Tinggi • • • • •  Kurus • 

. . . . . 

I ' 
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F2 r lalau Taril ada, saya kenal .  lya apa l .  
�112 r L Tinggi, kurus? 

T h ree times he ques t ioned that put F2 ' s  s ta temen t 

into doubt ; 2 o f  t hem by using e x p ressions ' Masak ' as 

i n d i c a ti on of h i s  doubt . 

112 a lla1at Torit se? 

8 o f  h i s  q uest i on s  mig ht show h i s  uncerta i n t y  

about F2 ' s  statemen t b y  repea t i n g  her sta temen ts l i k e  in 

112 1 Tapi [a bank] itu tantrak ya? 
F2 1 Endat lat. 

--t 112 I Entld ya? 

Compared to the woman , he broke s i l ence more of ten 

( si x  t imes ) t han F2 , and 3 ot them were w i t h  new top i c s . 

112 1 • • • •  ea 111-PHK gitu, tanpa alasan yang kuat, lan saya rasa nggak 1unglin.l 
F2 I 111 • 

. . . . . . . . .  
� 112 : KefliJ saaa T1ufil juga ya? 

On the con trary , F2 on l y  d id i t  onc e .  

4 o f  F2 ' s  ques t ion s  mi g h t be used t o  make a con-

f i rmat ion : 

112 : llasih 1urah itu di Sresil, 
� f2 a 0 Nggresit Jini? 

Three times she repea ted M2 ' s  words , a l l of t hem 

in the f o rm of somebody ' s  name , i n d ica ted tha t  she d id 

not recog n i z e  t he names . 

K2 : Kenai sa1a Tauf il juga ya? 
-; f2 : Taufit? 

And hes i tan t ques t i on was on l y  one . 

F2 J Kul iah dulu  sa1a Ade. Jerus • •  apa? teralhir-terakhir lan • • •  dia lerja, . . . .  

A s  a who l e  M 2  w a s  the o n e  who tried t o  p reven t the 

fai l ing of in terac t i on by ask i n g  more ques t ion s to F2 . 

T h i s  mig ht be due to t he passi veness of his partner that 
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motivated him to keep ask i ng in order to mak e  her con -

t r i bu te more . 

I I I . 1 . 1 . 3 CONVERSAT I ON 3 ( BETWEEN HALE 3 (H3) AND FEHRLE 

3 (F3) ) 

T1bl1 111.l.l.J Thi frequency of asljng-questian p1ttern jn convers1tion J 

"3 f 3 

euestions 80 169.61) 35 130.41) 

Total 115 ( 1001) 

There was sign i f icant d i f f erence be tween t he 

number o f  question-ask i ng of M3 and F3 . F3 seemed mo re 

passive in proposing question s , and a l most one t h i rd of 

her ques tions showed her hesi tancy in ta l k ing a bout her 

agendas . 

FJ I • • •  Di apa? butan di hotelnya, di /Function Coapanynya/ • • • • • •  Kayat , apa ya? • • •  Es , 
• • •  /?I, gitu ya • • • • • •  lni, apa? • • •  

A ques t i on i n d i c a ted that she d i d  not un derstand 

the man ' s  ques t i on . 

"J : Jtut /Her1awan/ berarti? 
--+ F3 : Siapa? 

Three t i me.s she repea ted M3 ' s  utterances , l i ke i n : 

"3 : Bapak nggak kerja Jagi? 
-..+ F3 I Balap? 

I t  m i g h t  fun c t ion to ascertain that M3 ' s  ques t i on 

was indeed l i ke tha t .  

4 questions m i g h t  work as con f i rmation of her 

opinion or in forma tion . 

F3 1 Kadang-kadang juga debu 1asuk ya? 

--
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But that q ues tion cou l d  be fac i l i ta ti ve in provid-

i n g  M3 entry to the conversa t i on ( Mon tgomery & Thomas , 

1 994 : 33 ) . 

Whi l e  s he was passi ve , M3 tried to be ac t i ve by 

proposi n g  many question s . From 80 ques t ions , 1 was not · · · 

f ac i l i ta t i ve and showed hi s u�certa i n ty i n  te l k ing , 

13 1 lasih ada 1 ,  apa ya? Tenggang Naltu [ lllat · 

� F3 1 Tenggang Naitu buat • •  seiolah J agi . 

9 ques tions repeated F3' s words to ascertain them , l i ke 

i n  : 

F3 1 lasih di situ itu. 
� 13 1 lfasih? 

5 to con f i rm h i s  opin ion to the woman : 

ft3 1 Radison itu1 • • • •  Surabaya Plaza itu ya? 

And 3 of t he 1 7  quest ions in terrupted so tha t 

preven t the woman to com p l ete 
.
her t a l k i ng . 

F3 1 Cari nasabah yang seratus [ Juta 
-+ 13 : Nasabahnya datang, gitu? 

But those ques t i on s  m i g h t  be f ac i l i ta t i ve too ; 

they were proposed to invi te more response f rom F3, to 

show his exc i temen t in ord e r  to encourage her to " become 

eq�a l l y  eM c i ted " . ( Tannen , 1984 : 60 )  

Here M3 tried to be fac i l i ta t i ve , mo re ta l kac t i ve 

by propos ing man y ques t i ons for he wan ted F3 to g i ve 

response . He was the on e who broke si l ence more of ten 

( 22 times ) than the fema l e  ( on l y  twice ) ,  9 of them were 

w i th new topics , poss i b l y  to f in d  i n te res ting top ics 

tha t cou l d  make the woman more responsive . 
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1 1 1 . 1 . 2 CONTEXT 2 :  2 5  VEAR OLD HALES AND 30 VEAR OLD 
I 

FEMALES 

1 1 1 . 1 . 2 . 1  CONVERSAT I ON 4 ( BETWEEN HALE 3 (113) AND FEMALE 

4 (F4) ) 

Ta6Jt 111.l.2.l The frequency at 11ting-que1tion p1ttern in canver11tian f 
' 

"3 f 4 

luestians 62 (58 . 5%) 44 (41 .5%)' 

Total 106 ( 1001) 

F4 seemed n o t  to work in Fishman ' s  way ; she p ro-

posed ques t i ons f ewer than the man and even 7 of them 

were n o t  faci l i ta t ive ques t i on s . They showed her hesi -

tanc y  in ta l k ing by i n serting ' apa ' , ' mana ' in her 

s t ream of ta l k i n g . 

F4 1 N9911t , 1pa i1tiJahnya? Ndak p1kai iuran wong nggat apa-apa. 

6 t i mes she made u t terances in i n terrog a t i ve forms 

towards M3 ' s  ques t ions ( proposed to her ) , though the 

ques t ion s were c l ea r  en oug h to comprehen d .  3 . o f them 

used ' si a pa? ' , 2 used ' ha? ' , and 1 used ' ak u? ' . 

- "3 1 S11peyan di 11na 1bak? 
_,. F4 1 Ha?! 

"3 1 Saapeyan. 
_,. F4 1 Siapa? lkut ibu,  ngajar. 

I t  seemed to be her ha b i t  to propose q ues tion s  i n  

t h i s  form . 

Twice she put M3 ' s  sta temen ts i n  dou b t  by ask i n g  

' lflasak? ' • 

13 1 Saia 1tu • •  tertutup lo abak , dia. 
-+ F4 I lltsd? 

1 5  quest i on s  were used t o  c on f i rm her opin ions or 
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c l aims to the man , l i ke i n : 

F4 a lalau tantar tan tayatnya di- terilat ya? • • • •  JstiJahnya res1i ya? palaiannya res1i 
ya? 

And once she re pea ted her ma l e  partner ' s  utteranc-

37 

es that m i g h t  indicate t ha t  she wan ted to ma k e  d e f i n i te 

abou t t hem . 

Whi l e  she proposed 44 questions , M3 proposed more 

o f ten by a s k i n g  62 quest ions . Bu t ,  the ' same w i t h F4 , not 

a l l of t hem were f ac i l i ta t ive , for two of them ind i c a ted 

h i s  unc e r tain ty in ta l k i ng . 

113 : Tapi, VW la1bi itu sering itu 1bat , apa na1anya? • • • •  VW VW itu sering tebakaran. 

4 questions proposed· towa rds the woman ' s  ques-

tions , since t hey were not c l ear enoug h or too fast . 

L i k e  when s he u t te red in speed : 

F4 a Adil ini nggal berangtat pagi ya? 

M3 c ou l d  not catc h  t he quest ion and ask ed 1 

113 I Apa? 

3 ques t i on s  we re as ked to s how that he d i d  not 

understand w ho was ( a  n ame ] said by F4 . 

Bes i d e  those , there were 27 m i g h t- be-un f ac i l i ta-

ti ve ones . 9 questions pu t F4 ' s  u t teranc es i n  doubt by 

using ' masa k ? ' or ' mosok? ' 9 ti mes . 

F4 : VW la1bi itu sekarang !!I!!!· 
-+ 113 : lfosol se? 

9 t i mes he repea t ed the woman ' s  statemen ts . 

F4 1 Bukan PAl! • • • •  Pelayaran /?/ itu la dit . 
_..113 : PeJ1yaran? 

I t  seemed that he was r a t her surprised by her 

in format ion . R i sing in ton a t ion ( the questi on ) cou l d 
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i n d i c a te su rprise ( Ede l s k y ,  i n  Grad d o l  & Swann, 1989 : 84 ) . 

He in terrupted twi c e  that m i g h t  be f a c i l i ta t i ve 

too , s i n c e  t hey m i g h t  show tha t he was e x c � ted i n  con-

versin g  w i th F4 . 

f 4 1 VII. Itut-
13 1 l lagian apa? o, Tour terus lo VM i tu .  

A n d  6 questions mig h t  s how t h a t  h e  wan ted to 

con f i rm his opin ion to the woman . 

13 : Tapi udah la1a to (a na1eJ • •  di situ. Sak- dua tahun ya? Iya? 

He , con sidering that h i s  partner was ac t i ve in 

con vers i n g , reduced h i s  ef fort to brea k si l en c e , com-

pared to when he c onversed wi t h  F3 by g i v ing 22 ques-

t i ons to break s i l en c e  ( See I I I . 1 . 1 . 3 ) . He , at t he t i me , 

on l y  broke si l e� c e  once w i t h n ew topic . The previous 

topic was a bou t ' br i e f i n g  ac t i v i ty in sc hoo l ' .  Then he 

shi f ted t he topic a f ter s i l ence by proposi ng : 

13 1 Sa1peyan ngajar opo 1bat? 
' 

I t  seemed that he c on si de red F4 ta l k ac ti ve enough 

c ompared to F3 and did l ess e f f o r t  to make her ac tive by 

p roposing ques t i on a f ter s i l en c e .  

38 

I I I . 1 . 2 . 2  CONVERSAT I ON 5 ( BETWEEN HALE l (Hl ) AND FEHALE 

5 (F5) ) 

Table 111.1.2.2 The frequency of asking-question pattern in conversation 5 

n1 F5 

Questions 21 (56.SX) 16 (43.21) 

Total 37 (1001) 
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T he man asked ques t i on s more of ten than the woman 

but i t  d i d  n o t  mean that he was more a t ten t i ve to her i n  
' 

t he c on versation . I t  s hou l d  be con s i de red f i rst what 

k i n d  of ques tions proposed by h i m .  

F rom a l l o f  h i s  questions , t here m i g h t  b e  1 7  ones 

that o perated not in fac i l i ta t i ve way . They c ou l d be 

i n terpre ted as a way o f  Ml to con f i rm h i s  opin i on ( he 

was n o t  c e r ta i n  a bou t i t ) , and the others as a way for 

him to take a c hance in the conversa t i on for F S  was very 

ta l k ac t i ve and gave very l i t t l e  c hanc e for him to take 

h i s  turn . 

1 2  quest ions mig h t  f unc t i on as c on f i rma t i on o f  h i s  

c l a i ms or i n forma tions . The k ind o f  question w a s  a 

syn tac t i c  device w h i c h  m i g h t  e x press unc e r tain ty accord-

ing to L ak o f f  ( in Ho l mes , 1 992 : 3 18 ) . The quest ioner was 

uncertain about the accuracy of t he c l a i m  or in forma t ion 

he was g i v ing . 

I n  h i s  ques t i on = 

"1 1 Tipi di Ngagel 1a1ih ada tan? 

when ta l k i n g  to F5 a bou t ' I K I P  PGR I ' ,  he mi g h t  be not 

sure t ha t  I K I P  PGR I was st i l l  in Ngage l or not . 

2 questions proposed because he wan ted to mak e  

sure the woman ' s  s t a temen t that she was wo rk ing i n  KP3 . 

I t  seemed he was ra t her su rpri sed , con si de r i n g  h i s  ton e . 

n1 : Lo setarang kerjanya di 1ana 1bat? 
F5 : KP Tiga 1alahan. 

....:; n1 I Di 1an1?! 
F5 I IP Tiga: • 

...,. "1 a PoJ isi? 

. . . . 
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T he o t hers , 4 que s t i on s , m i g h t  not be f ac i l i ta t i ve 

due to t hei r occurances not i n  a re l evan ce tu rn-tak ing 

p l ac e  ( in terru p t i on ) and due to h i s  ta l k ac t i ve partner . 

But t hose ques t i on s  cou l d  be f a c i l i ta tive t oo ,  that 

o pera ted to preven t t he f a i l ing of i n terac t i on , except 

for those 2 ques t i ons said in ama z ed ton e . 

He t r i ed to b reak si l en ce 3 t imes , a l l of them 

were wi th n ew topi cs . He shi f ted to another topic af ter 

ta l k i n g  about the woman ' s  ex per i ence when app l yi n g  for 

KOWAL . 

. . . . .  
ftl 1 Sudah berapa • •  tahun d i  KP Tiga. 

Bu t that ques t i on c ou l d  a l so i n d i c a ted h i s  l ac k  of 

i n teres t i n  con tinuing to ta l k  a bout the previ ous topic 

t hat · mi g h t  be due to F 5 ' s  d om i n a t i on i n  ta l k i n g . 

On t he o t her han d , F S , the woman o f  o l der age , 

proposed on l y  1 6  questi on s .  She dom i n a ted the c on versa-

t i on by te l l ing her own e x periences . 7 ques tion s  showed 

her hesi tancy i n  ta l k i n g  : 

F5 1 Dapet • •  dape:t,  apa istiJahnya? lulus langsung dapat ijazah ngetit • . . . . 

5 m i g h t  fun c tion to con f i rm her c l a i ms : 

F5 1 • • • •  bener 1isalnya gajinya agal gede, • • •  ilang le transport ,  ya • •  percu11 tan? 

2 bec ame in terru p t i ons and preven ted t he man to 

c omp l ete h i s  turn : 

ftl : Perta1a dateng saya kan nggak ada. Terus • •  [ /la  pe1bantu saya/ 
,.... F5 I Tapi ndat tenal? SebelU1nya nggat 

tenaJ? 

And a question was proposed bec ause she wan ted to 

comp l e te her t a l k in g , l i k e  in : 

40 

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI AN· ANALYSIS 
OF...

RATIH WIRATMANI



....,.F5 : • • •  , aisalnya Pak Kusaidi BA ya. Terus punyanya: dii sopo ini? [coughs] 

ftl 1 (Kl ' s  naae] 
F5 1 Dit [a na1e] ini saaa, Kus1idi BA, • • •  

A s  a w ho l e ,  the woman devi ated f rom F i s hman: s c l a i m : 

women are more a t ten tive in thei r ta l k  to 
the needs and rights of others . ( in Mon tgomery & 
Thomas , 1994 : 32 )  

Converse l y ,  the man d i d  propose more questions 

thoug h fewer than when he got a more coopera t i ve partner 

as Fl ( See I I I . 1 . 1 . 1 ) . 

41 

I I I . 1 . 2 . 3  CONVERSATI ON 6 ( BETWEEN MALE 2 (H2J AND FEMALE 

cS (FcS J ) 

Table 111.J,2.J The frequency of asiing-question pattern in conversation 6 

K2 F6 

Du11tions 23 (29.911 54 (70.1%) 

Total 77 UOOXJ 

Compared to h i s  f i rs t  c onversat i on wi th F2 { See 

I I I . 1 . 1 . 2 ) , M2 reduced h i s  ques t ion s when c onversing 

wi t h  F6 . He asked on l y  23 ques t i on s , whi l e  F6 asked 54 

ques t i ons . 

Bu t i t  d i d  not mean that the fema l e ' s many ques-

t i ons a l l i n d i c a ted she was an a t ten tive conversa tiona l · 

i s t . 7 ques t i ons showed her hesi tancy or un certain ty i n  

ta l k ing , a n d  a bout 16 ques tions ( cou l d  be more ) m i g h t  be 

un fac i l i ta tive . I t  was sa i d  ' c ou l d  be more ' for , as 

s tated by Ho l mes ( 1992 : 321 ) ,  c l assi f ic a ti on of questi ons 

intQ d i f f eren t types was not a l ways iden ti f i a b l e  and 
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42 : 
I 

s t raig h t  forward . 

T he quotat ion be l ow was an examp l e  of her 7 un-

fac i l i ta t i ve ques tion s  : 

12 1 Kb1k [F6 's  n11e) ini no1err ber1pi 1bat , di lelu1rg1? 
._,. F6 1 Noteur • •  benp1 �a? Hoer dua be-e. 

S he ac tua l l y  knew t he an swer s i nce i t  was a ques-

t ion a bout her 'own iden t i ty ,  but s he was hesi tan t in 

g i v i n g  t he answer . 

The o thers were m i g h t- be-un f ac i l i ta t i ve question s .  

4 times she in terrup ted the man by ques tioning him . 

12 : Cu1an • •  persisny1 bagian apa, • • • •  saya lurang • • • •  Oh, [ • • • •  bagian lo1puter! 
� f 6 1 PoAoAe ngurusi koaputer 

9itu? 

The quest i on here c ou l d  be conside red as an un -

faci l i ta t i ve ques tion , for i t  c u t  M2 ' s  u t terance . But i t  

c ou l d  b e  f a c i l i ta t i ve too bec ause she mi g h t  be trying to 

he l p  h i m  to ' f i n d  t he r i g h t  word s '  for h i s  uncertain 

sta temen t .  

in : 

3 t i mes she repeated t he ma l e ' s utteranc es , l i ke 

lf2 1 Jadi • •  ya • •  yang Jelas sa1pai setengah tiga1 • • • •  

- H6 : L Setengall tig1? 

I t  c ou l d  be fac i l i ta t ive s i n ce i t  c ou l d  i n d i c a te 

her c on ti nuous a t ten t i on to M2 ' s  ut terances , but i t  

cou l d  be considered as her way to ascertain his i n forma-

t i on too . 

I n  the ques t i on quo ted be l ow , she m i g h t  be showi ng 

her impa tience towards M2 ' s  ha l ted ques t ion . 

12 : Sudah la1a 1bak, di:  • • •  [a university)? 
-+ f 6 1 l lfana?J 
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When she was to l d  that ' Pak X ' ' s  home was in Te l u k  

Sampi t ,  s h e  asked : 

F6 I Sini? 

She mi g h t  be ask i n g  for M2 ' s  c on f i rma t i on or 

wan ted to be faci l i ta t i ve . The re we re 7 q uestions tha t 

c ou l d  f un c t i on as c on f i rmat ion . 

The man on l y  proposed 23 question s . But n o t  a l l of 

them were f ac i l i tative . There were 6 ones i n d i c a ted his 

hesi tanc y  i n  ta l k i n g . 

"2 1 Terus tetahuannya di , , , ,  di aana? di lhasanah gitu • • • •  

2 question s occured bec ause the woman ' s  ques tions 

proposed to him were not c l ea r  enoug h .  

f 6 : Dari aana dulu? 
_,. "2 1 Ssebeluanya? 

F6 : He-eh • 

..,.. "2 r l LuJusannya? 

Thu s , those ques t i on s  d i d  n o t  f unc t i on as f ac i l i -

t a ti on to keep the c on versation going . T hey were pro-

posed s i n c e  he d i d  not c a tc h F6 ' s  poi n t  in ques t i on i n g . 

H i s  ques t i on came in the p l ace of in terrup tion 

be l ow c ou l d  come as un f ac i l i ta t i ve ones since i t  c han ged 

a brup t l y  the previ ous topic F6 was s ti l l  ta l k in g  a bou t . 

F6 : Hek saiki ( tan 
-.."2 : Baskara: berapa abai? 

The woman broke the si l en c e  twice by ask i n g  q ues-

tions w i t h  n ew top ic s ,  whi l e  the man on l y  d i d  i t  once . 

Bu t as a who l e , the f ema l e  d i d  asked ques t i ons more 

of ten than M2 and showed that he who at f i rs t , when 

c onversing w i t h  F2 ( See 3 . 1 . 1 . 2 ) , proposed more ques-
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t i on s , c ou l d  reduce h i s  ques tions fewer than F6 ' s . 

I I I . 1 . 3 CONTEXT 3 :  30 VEAR OLD MALES AND �5 VEAR OLD 

FEMALES 

I 
I 

44 

J I � . 1 . 3 . 1  CONVERSATI ON 7 ( BETWEEN HALE 4 (H4) AND FEMALE 

1. (F1. ) )  

T1bl1 111.l.J.l Thi frequency of •sting-question p1ttern in convers1tion 7 

"' Ft 

Ouestions 16 (22.9%J 54 1 11 .nJ 

Total 70 ( 100%) 

Fl proposed more ques t i on s  t han M4 . I t  cou l d  be 

seen that M4 was very passive in the c onversa tion ; he 

d i d  l es s  e f f o r� to k eep the c onversa ti on going . T h i s  

mo t i va ted t h e  woman to d o  hard work t o  make a n  ac tive 

conversa t i on . 7 6f her ques tions showed her uncertai n ty 

in ta l k in g ; 1 in t he form of ' ha? ' . Perhaps s he wan ted 

to make sure the man ' s  question that wa s proposed to 

her . 

n4 I Oya, instruttur to1puternya di 1ana? 
-+ Fl : Ha?! 

n4 I Jadi instruttur la1puter di 1ana? 

1 ques t i on was t he i m i tation of t he man ' s  state-

men t .  

F l  : Orang 1ana yang punya 1as? 
n4 : Orang Cina. 

_,,. F l  I a, Chinese ya, biasanya ya? 

But that quest i on cou l d  opera te in f ac i l i ta t ive way , 

considering M4 ' s  passi veness . S he rea l fzed that M was a 
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passive pa rtner , so she asked questions that c ou l d  make 

him g i ve responses . 

The rest of he r ques tions , 4 5  que� tions , m i g h t  

work i n  f ac i l i ta tive way . S h e  tried t o  preven t the 

fai l i n g  of i n terac t i on by brea k i n g  the s i l en c e  14 times ! 

Compared to her c onversation wi th Ml ( See I I I . 1 . 1 . 1 ) ,  

on l y  3 ques tion s  broke the si l en c e . Most of the si l ence 

were l on g  enoug h ,  a bout 6 second s ,  l i k e  the one be l ow : 

"4 1 Setelah itu di • •  laksanakan. 
. . . . . . . . • . . . • • .  

� Fl 1 Dupa:t, Dupat yang srbeJah aananya ya itu? 

W h i l e  she was ac t i ve in ask i ng quest i on s , the man 

on l y  asked 16 ques tion s ,  a s i gn i f i can t d i f f erence c om-

I I 
4 5  

pared t o  hers . 5 of them s howed h i s  uncer tain ty or 

nervousness in ta l k i n g . Twice he asked whenever being 

ques tioned by the woman . 

Fl : Saudaranya berapa? 
K4 1 Saudaranya ada lujuh. 
Fl 1 O. Hoerr? 

� 114 1 Sar•? 

He seemed l i t t l e  nervous to be eng aged in the con versa-

t i on . 

He d i d  very l i t t l e  ef f o r t  to break the s i l en c e  

( on l y  2 quest ion s ) ,  even one of t hem break on l y  l ess 

t han a sec on d dura t i on s i l ence . 

A ques t i on was proposed because the woman ' s  ques-

tion was n o t  c l ear enoug h .  

Fl 1 Nggak pernazh di te1pat lain? 
� 114 : lfdsudnya? 

I t  was not c l ea r  what subj ec t Fl was ask i n g  for . 
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2 quest ions cou l d  be faci l i ta t i ve i f  they d i d  net 

i n terrupt F l ' s  s t ream o f  ta l k .  

F1 1 Yang diajari berap1 ( /1n1lnya/. . 
�"� 1 T1pi 1gai sulit • •  ngaj1ri • •  1n1i-an1i SD? 

Bu t the ques t i on c ou l d  be proposed to s how to F l  that he 

was s ti l l  l is ten ing to her ta l k .  

He of ten wrong in i n terpre t i ng Fl ' s  ques tion s  or 

he d i d  not g ive a sati s fying answer to her . That was why 

s he o f ten repea ted her ques tion s  un ti l s he got t he r i g h t  

answer . 

� Fl 1 Sudah la1a • • •  ierja di sana? Udah berapa tahun sih? 
"4 s Sudah la1a. 

� F1 1 Berarti Judah berapa tahun saaa itu? 

Here she proposed many faci l i ta t ive quest i on s  t han 

her ma l e  partne r ,  since he was a pass ive conversa tion a l -

i s t . T hus , she was work i n g  i n  F i s hman ' s  t heory . 

46 

I I I . 1 .3 . 2  CONVERSATION B ( BETWEEN HALE 5 (HS) AND FEMALE 

2 (F2) ) 

Table 111.J.J.2 Thr frequency of 11ting-que1tion pattrrn in conver11tJon B 

115 f 2 

Uuestions 42 ( 53.2%) 37 (46.8%) 

Total 79 (100% ) 

M5 proposed ques t i on s  more of ten t han F2 . But , as 

sta ted by Ho l mes ( 1992 : 321 ) ,  h i s  quest i on s  m i g h t  have 

more t han on e func t i on at on ce . F rom 42 ques tions , 5 

were un f ac i l i ta t ive , and 16 were m i g h t- be-un fac i l i ta t i ve 

ones . 

._ 
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5 u n f ac i l i tative ques tions occured to show h i s  

l ac k  of a t ten tion t o  F2 ' s i n f o rma tion t h a t  had been said 

previous l y .  She had sa i d  that Civi l Tec hn i·c in UPN had 

been moved f rom Tamba k Bayan , but he seemed not catch 

t he poin t  by asking : 

�"5 1 Di Ta1bal Bayan? 
F2 1 Jya. /Tehniknya jadi/. 

� "5 : Pindah? 
F2 1 Ya /di situ/ 

� "5 : ( Sipil 1asih di Tatbd Bayan? 

He was not a t ten tive to he r u tteranc es men tioned before . 

2 o f  h i s  i n d i c a ted that he d i d  not c a t c h  t he 

femal e ' s u t terances by saying ' ha? ' . 

F2 1 Biaya berapa jadinya? tan ada yang, • • •  Karcisnya. l 
�"5 I L Ha?! J Ha?! 

47 

4 repeated the woman ' s  u t terances that cou l d 

i n d i c ate he tri ed to ascertain hers , l i k e  in : 

F2 1 He-eh. Interior. 
-7- "5 1 Oh, interior? 

2 questions func tioned to c on f i rm h i s  c l aims . 

"5 1 Seni.  Jadi dia • • • • •  e1 , Jebih dianulan le seni to? 

3 questions m i g h t  i n d i c a te that he d id n ot under-

s tand F2 ' s  u t terances or mere l y  questi oned to ascertain 

them , s ince he seemed not need the an swe r . 

F2 : Jtu /perusahaannya/ di pe1erintahan atau di • •  SNasta? 
-;. 115 1 L Siapa? Saya? Saya SNasta. 

And 2 of h i s  asc e r ta i ned the fema l e ' s  s ta temen t 

that s he n ever watc hed ' Tujuh Bin tang ' when in sen ior-

h i g h-sc hoo l . 

ft5 1 Ndak nonton ya? Waktu SHA • •  ndak ada itu nonton-nonton ya? 

T he f ema l e  asked fewer quest ions t han him , 37 
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ones , but there cou l d  be ques t i ons wi th more than · one 

func t i on . 

4 times she repea ted h i s  u t terances . that mi g ht 

s i g n a l she wan t ed to ascertain them . 

F2 1 Kerjasaaa sa1a polisi ya? • • • •  rencananya? 
"5 1 L DLLAJR biasanya. 

-+ F2 1 DLLAJR? 

6 mi g h t  c on f i rm her opin ions to the man , l i k e  in : 

F2 : Baru bentuk-bentuk bangunannya itu arsitektur? 

And a question proposed when she d i d  not un der-

s tand M S ' s  ques t ion w h i c h  was ac tua l l y  the wrong one . He 

wan ted to ask what year s he �as f i rs t  i n  c o l l ege . 

"5 t M11uk tahun tuJuth  situ? 
-+ F2 : len1pa? 

"5 1 L Eh, tuJuh satu. Nggak. Se1bilan satu? 

But c ompared to t he man w ho broke si l ence 5 times , 

on e wi t h  n ew topi c , she d i d  i t  6 ti mes , 3 were wi t h  new 

topi c s . 

Thus , more questions m i g h t  n o t  be used to indic ate 

d e f in i t  fac i l i ta t i ve behav iour i n  c onversing . 

48 

1 1 1 .1 .3 . 2  CONVERSATION 9 ( BETWEEN HALE 6 (H6 ) AND FEHALE 

3 (F3) ) 

Table 111.l.J.J The frequency of asking-question pattern in conversation 9 

116 F3 

Hues lions 30 ( 52.6%) 27 (47.4%) 

Total 57 ( 1001) 

52 . 6% of 57 ques t i ons i n  c onversat i on 9 were 

I 

1 · 

I 
I 
I 
I 
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p roposed by M6 . Bu t i t  shou l d  be ana l yed f i rs t  wha t 

types of ques t i on s  he proposed before c onc l ud ing that he 

was more f ac i l i ta ti ve than the woman . 

From 30 question s , 4 ind i c a ted h i s  uncerta i n ty i n  

ta l k in g  a bout h i s  agen d as . He was ta l k ing abou t the 

Surabaya s i tua t i on : 

116 1 lalau • •  Jalan-jalan di 1ini • • • • •  Nggat begitu apa? nggal begitu, tahu lah ya. 

Twi c e  he used ' saya? ' whenever F3 asked abou t 

h imse l f .  

F3 : lalau 1as, angkatan berapa? . . .  
�116 1 Saya? 

By using ' Saya? ' he poss i b l y wan t  to ascertain that F3 ' s  

quest i on was rea l l y  proposed' to h i m  or he mere l y  said i t  

whi l e  t h i n k i n g  for t he an swer ( he pro ba b l y c ou l d  not 

remember the answer ) .  

5 t i mes he repeated F3 ' s  u t terances . He was ta l k -

ing abou t h i s  bad ex perience in h i s  dorm i n a tory an d then 

ha l ted . Mi g ht be he rea l i z ed that i t  was not an appro-

p r i a te matter to be to l d  to h i s  new acquain tanc e  for 

ra ther p r i va te . A f te r  three and a ha l f  secon d , F3 con-

t i nued h i s  ha l ted rema rk . 

F3 : Belajar ber1asyaratat, ya 
-+ 116 : 1U ( Tapi 1bal F3 sebelu1 tinggal di sini 1 di aana? 

Fl : Enggak , di sini sih dari teci l .  
� 116 : Dari kecil? (2)  

He m i g h t  be propose q ues t i on ( 2 )  to ascer tain F3 ' s  

i n format ion . Noted a l so h i s  f i rs t  ques tion ( ( 1 ) ) .  I t  

func ti oned to c hange t he previous topic ; proba b l y  he d i d  

n a t  wan t t o  c on t i n ue the top i c  f o r  i ts pr i vacy . 
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5 t i mes he broke s i l ence by proposing ques t ion s 

and 4 o f  t hem were w i t h  a bso l ute l y  n ew topi cs . 

F3 asked 47 . 44 of 57 ques tion s . On � showed her 

uncerta i n ty in t a l'k i n g  a bou t the c ompari son between 

Su rabaya and J a k a r ta . 

· Fl : Tapi ya lebih, apt? 1a1ih 1ending lo daripada Jakarta, jauh setal i .  

Once she repea ted M6 ' s  remark tha t  m i g h t  be used 

to ascertain the remar k s .  And 3 times s he asked abou t 

' Ngoro ' , n'ame of an area in J om ban g , men tioned by M6 . 

Fl 1 /fana? { 1 )  
"6 1 Ngoro,Ngoro. 

� Fl : Ngorot.? Ngarot? Ngorot lidur. [F3 + "6 chucilesl 
(2) (31 . 

Her f i rs t  question i n d i c a ted that she never hea rd t he 

name ' Ngoro ' and thus i t  fun c t i oned to f in d  ou t some th-

ing w i t hout any f ac i l i t a t i ve mean i ng . W h i l e  ques t i on s  

( 2 )  a n d  ( 3 )  were mean t as a j ok e  f o r  they we re homon yms 

of ano t he r  word . 

3 t i mes she broke si l en c e  by ques t i on i n g ; two of 

t hem were w i t h  abso l u te l y  n ew topics . S he might be wan t 

to be f ac i l i ta t i ve : to preven t the fai l in g  of in terac -

t ion . 

Twi c e  she proposed f ac i l i ta t ive ques t i on s  func -

tion ed to f i nd ' the r i g h t  word s ' for M6 ' s  ha l ted ut-

teran c e . 

"' 1 "al e• ini tadi baru 1engala1i • • • • • •  perang dunia saaa • • • •  [ anal-anal • • • • • •  J -+ fl : Yang tos-t.osan? 

Her o ther ques t ions were poss i b l y  fac i l i ta t i ve 

ques tions too , depended on her in ten tion . 

50 : 
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Thus man c ou l d  a l so p rove to be su pportive i n  

con versing w i t h  woman . 

I I I . 1 . 4 THE ANALYSI S  OF ALL OF THE CONVERSATI ONS 

Table 111.l.4 The frequency .of asking-question pattern in aJJ of the conversation 

Hen Moun 

Duestions 363 (51 .1%) 347 (48.9%) 

Total 710 ( 100%) 

5 1  

From 9 con versa t i ons , 710 ques t i ons were foun d and 

5 1 . 1Y. o f  them were proposed by the man . I t  cou l d  be seen 
. l 

t ha t  there were two men f o r  eac h of t he c on te � t who 

proposed more quest ions to the i r  fema l e  pa rtners : in 

con tex t 1 ( a  con te x t  o f  t he same age responden ts ) , the 

ma l es in conversation 2 and 3 proposed more ques tion s  

t han t h e  women ; in con te x t  2 ( a  con te x t  o f  ma l es of 2 5  

and fema l es o f  30 ) , t he men in c on versa t i on 4 and 5 

ques t i oned more t han t he women ; an d in con tex.t 3 ( a  

c on te x t  o f  ma l es 30 and f ema l es 2 5 ) ,  the men in c onver

sa t i on 8 and 9 proposed more quest i ons than the younQer 

fema l e  res ponden ts . 

Thi s fac t deviated f rom F i s hman ' s  c l a i m  that women 

tend to a s k  more ques t i on s  t han t he men , tha t i s , t he 

women are more a t ten t i ve t han t he men . I t  i s  due to 

their ' su bord i n a te status · subord i n a te one ten ds to be 

po l i te to t he supero rd i n a te , here t he man . 

I f  based on her t heory , the resu l t  o f  the resea rc h 
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s hou l d  be t he men ques tion ed f ewer t han the women , 

espec ia l l y  w hen t hey conversed w i t h  the young e r  women . 

Bu t most of t he con versation s  in t h i s  res�a rc h ,  6 c on 

versa t i on s , t he men asked more t han the women . The 

reasons were various . The man wou l d  question more if t he 

partner was pass i ve i n  order to get more res ponses or to 

preven t t he fai l in g  of t he c onversation , l i k e  in conver

sa t i on 3 1  the woman most l y  spo k e  i f  being ques tioned by 

t he man . Another r eason m i g h t  be to g ive enou g h  con tr i 

bu tion t o  t h e  ta l k ;  t o  show t h a t  h e  was s t i l l  l i sten i n g  

t o  the woman ' s  ta l k .  

Mon tgomery and Thomas ( 1 994 : 32 )  said that woman ' s  

tendency to ask more ques t ion s t han t he man cou l d  not be 

used to support t he c l a i ms that woman i s  more a t ten tive 

t han man to t he n eeds and r i g h ts of o t hers . Ques tion s 

have many fun c t � on s  o t her t han suppo r t i ve . Thus , t hey 

c r i t i c i z ed F i s hman ' s  c on c l usion for woman ' s  asking 

ques ti on as su ppo r t i ve . 

There we re va rious func t i on s  a ttached to t he ques

tions of the respon den ts : 

1 .  to be fac i l i ta t i ve ,  that i s  to mot i va te the pa rtner 

to ta l k  more , or to preven t t he fai l ing of c on versa

t i on ; 

2 .  to ascertain I c on f i rm the partner ' s  u t teran c es ; 

3 .  to s how t he i r  amazemen t toward some t h in g ; 

4 .  to f ind out some t h i n g / someone t hey d i d  not know ; 

5 .  or to ques t i on the ques t i on s  t h a t  were n o t  c l ear . 
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Gender and age d i d  n o t  p l ay ro l e  here , bu t the 

speakers ' c harac ters and the c haracaters of t he person 

they were ta l k ing to cou l d  induce the qu�s ti on-as k i r. g  

pattern . 

A respondent w ho a t  f i rst ques t i on ed more when 

ta l k i n g  to a passive partner c ou l d  do i t  f ewer when 

ta l k i n g  to an ac t i ve partner , or a responden t  t hat pro

posed fewer questions to an ac tive partn er m i g h t  propose 

more to a passive partner , rega rd l ess of the gender and 

age . T he younger one cou l d  not guaran tee that he/she 

proposed more to the o l de r  on e .  

Thus , the ques t i on -as k in g  pattern was n o t  in

f l uenced by gender and age , c on s i dering too t he on l y  

2 . 2Y. d i f ference be tween ma l es ' and fema l es '  p a t tern . 

I I I . 2 M I N I MAL RESPONSE 

53 

The ana l ys i s  of m i n i m a l  res ponse pat tern between 

ma l e  and f ema l e  eng aged in the conversation s  were done 

for res pon ses l i ke ' he-e h ' , ' he-em · , ' mm ' , ' iya ' , . ya ' ' 

· o · , ' oh ' , · e · , and the l i k e  wi th a note that t here were 

no phrases other t han t hose c om i n g  immed i a te l y  be fore or 

a f ter t hem . T here wou l d  be an e x c e p t i on for the pa tterns 

i n  t hose f o rms if t hei r cc c u r an c e s  were due to t he pa r t 

n er ' s question s , f o r  t hey wou l d  depend o n  t he pa rtner ' s  

ques t i on , n o t  on the s peaker ' s  own wi l l ing ness . 
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E x amp l e  : 

n1 1 o ITS? 
-+ fl I Ht-eb, 

54 

I I I . 2 . 1  CONTEXT 1 :  25 YEAR OLD MALES AND 25 YEAR OLD 

FEMALES 

I I I . 2 . 1 . 1  CONVERSATION 1 ( BETWEEN HALE 1 (H1 ) AND FEHALE 

1 (F1 ) )  

Tablr 111.2,1.J The frrqurncy of 1ini1aJ rrsponsr pattrrn in canvrrsatian 1 

"1 Fl 

Supportivr 16 1 55.21 )  32 172.7%) 

Hot supportivr 13 144.8%)  12 (27.3%) 

Total 29 ( 1001) 44 1100%) 

Fl g ave more minima l respon ses ( 60 . 3% f rom t he 

who l e m i n i m a l  responses i n  t he conversa t i on ) t han Ml 

( 3�. 7%) . Ho l mes ( 1992 : 328 ) said that t he woman gave more 

support ive f eed bac k s  t han t he man . But both of t he ma l e  

and f ema l e  conversa tion a l i s ts in t h i s  conversation d i d  

t h e  suppo r t i ve f eed bac k s .  

I n d eed t he man gave f ewer m i n i ma l  respon ses , but 

most o f  his respon se were suppor t ive ( 5 5 . 2X ) , whi l e  

44 . SX were d i scourag i n g . T hus , t he man d i d  not wor k as 

F i s hman ' s  t h eory , that most of man ' s  m i n i ma l responses 

opera ted to d i sc ourage i n te rac t i on ( i n Thorne , Kramarae , 

& Hen l ey �  1983 : 9�) . 

The man mig h t  be mo t i va ted to g i ve more encourag-

i n g  feed bac ks t� h i s  ' n ew f r iend ' to show h i s  w i l l i n g -
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ness t o  ta l k  wi th her . I h e  same r e r :u!l on mig h t  be .1 1 1  L il �  

fema l e ' s  thoug h t . 

When Fl ta l k ed , Ml gave suppor t i ve respon ses more 

o f ten t han his d i scourag ing on.es . 

Fl : Nggat, nggat juga, nggat selalu alat.  Teori aja udab • • • • • •  Ya penelitian bisa: • • • • • •  

-+ 111 : lHggak?J L If•• J L lfH J 
Ya sat sutanya wis, sat anu dosennya. (chuckles) Pototnya teri•a, gitu aja, 

Those min ima l respon ses m i g h t  c onvey mean ing ' I ' m  l i s-

ten i n g  to you , p l ease c on t i nue ' 

Fl a l so d i d  the same to enc ourage her pa rtner ' s  

turn . 

111 1 Kalau ekono1i 1 ,  upa1anya atuntasi , 
-+ Fl 1 He-ea? 

111 1 Atuntansi itu /didalelin/, syu:t  itu, gitu. Didale1i s111pai analisanya tan • • • •  

-> Fl : L He-etJ 

Those ' he-em ' imp l i ed that Fl wan ted Ml to con t inue his 

ta l k .  

1 1 1 . 2 . 1 . 2 CONVERSAT I ON 2 ( BETWEEN HALE 2 (H2) AND FEHALE 

2 (F2J ) 

Tablt 111.2.1.2 The f requrncy of aini11J respo115e pattern 

112 F2 

Supportive 8 ( 53.31)  J4 (33.31) 

Not supportive 7 (46.71) 28 (66.71) 

Total 15 (100%) 42 ( 1001) 

M2 was more ac t i ve in t he conversa t i on t han F2 . He 

ta l k ed more of ten t han s he ; s he gave fewer con tri bu t i on 

to t he con versa t i on . The woman ' s  min ima l  responses 

( 73 . 7Y. f rom the ' w ho l e  responses ) were more o f ten than 
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the man ' s  ( on l y  27 . 3Y. ) . But most of M2 ' s  were supportive 

( 53 . 3% f rom 1 5 )  and 46 . 71. were d i scou rag i n g . On the 

c on t ra ry , though F2 gave more m i n i ma l  responses than M2 , 

her d i scou rag ing feed bac k s  were h i g her in percen tage 

compared to M2 ' s . Thus her more responses , compared to 

M2 ' s , d i d  n o t  gua ran tee she paid more a t ten t i on to her 

partner than M2 d i d . 4 of her un suppo r t i ve f eed bac k s  

were de l ayed ones that occured a f ter s i l enc e .  Accord ing 

� �- Wes t and Z i �merman ( i n Graddo l & Swann , 1 989 : 78 ) , 

s •Iil& . ... � 1 
<::) . 06 

res pon ses m i g h t  indic ate inatten tion or 

tf.t.2' 1 7  /97 
a 

tions ( See 

,-......, 
sur 

or g i ving en coura g i ng 

others were indicated by her 

•· Buhnnya • • •  

2 1 L  He-eaJ 

a 

• benda: 1ati yang , 

�s , but 86 . 7Y. 

.:ourage F2 to 

.1. k i ng her ques-

· ( See I I I • 3 .  1 • 2 ) , 

1 •  H i s  su ppor ti ve 

f eed bac k s  cou l d  be heard f rom h i s  en thusiastic m i n i ma l 

respon ses said t h roughout F2 ' s  ta l k  that s i gn a l l ed ' I ' m  

l i s ten ing to you , p l ea se con t inue ' .  

F2 1 Iya • • • •  Pototnya ada ru1ah baru ya, tosong gitu ya, biasanya perusahaan i t- saya 
� n2: lJfe-eflJ Lly1,iyaJ 

itu yang 1e1borong se1ua. Furniturenya: , • • • • •  Kaca-laca, gitu, biasanya. 
� n2 : L  0: J 
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I I I . 2 . 1 . 3 CONVERSATI ON 3 ( BETWEEN HALE 3 (113) AND FEJ1AL£ 

:i (F3J ) 

T1ble 111.2.l.J The frequency of 1ini1al response pittern in canvers1tian J 

"3 Fl 

Supportive 12 123.tx)  3 (16.7%) 

Hat supportive 40 1 76.9%) 15 f 83.31) 

Total 52 ( 1001) JB 1 1001) 

The ma l e  g ave more min ima l res ponses ( 74 . 31. f rom 

the who l e  responses i n  conversa t i on ) than the f ema l e  

( 25 . 7;. ) . Mos t o f  h i s  were d i scourag ing ones ( 76 . 97. )  and 

on l y  32 . 1 7. were suppo r t i ve . As stated by F i s hman t ha t  

t he man tend t o  g i ve d i scour�g ing min ima l responses than 

suppo r t i ve ones ( i n Grad d o l  & Swann , 1989 ) whi c h  con-

veyed the mean i n g  ' I  ag ree wi th you ' or ' I  f o l l ow your 

a rgumen t so f a r ' . He he re a l so used suc h k ind o f  re-

sponses . 

F3 1 He·e1, custo1er service. /Saya/ Private Banlingnya i tu • • • • •  Bual para nasabah yang 
seratus Juta le 1t11 i tu. 

-..+ "3 I lf11. 

M3 ' s  ' mmm • i n d i c a ted that he f o l l owed F3 ' s  a rgumen t so 

fa r .  

7 o f  hi s m i n i ma l  res pon ses were de l ayed ones , for 

they occ: ured a f ter si l en c e . 

F3 1 He-eh, sehrang p"indah lagi di depan sini • 

. . . . . . 
-. "3 1 1f1 .  

It showed h i s  l ac k  of in terest or a t ten t i on t h a t  

might b e  d u e  t o  F3 ' s  passiveness . Bu t i t  c ou l d  a l so 
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occur to g ive her c hanc e  to make l onger ta l k .  

On l y  23 . l X of h i s  were suppor t i ve ; t hey encouraged 

F3 " s  ta l k  and conveyed mean i n g  " I ' m l i s ten i n g  to you , 

p l ease con tinue · . 

Fl 1 lagipula 1ereka Jarang kt b111t Joh, nyuruh • • •  anat bualmya tan. 
--. Ill 1 l.He-ehJ 

He wan ted her to c on tinue her u t terances and a l so 

i n d i c a ted he was l i s ten i n g  to her .  

F3 deviated f rom F i shman ' s  theory sta ted that most 

o f  woman ' s  m i n i ma l  responses were suppor t i ve . She on l y  

g ave 3 suppo r t i ve feed bac k s : 16 . 7Y. f rom 1 8  res ponses she 

said . The rest ( 83 . 3X )  were not su ppor tive , l i k e  the 

·f o l  l owing : 

Kl : J tu ada • • •  te1en ya, • • • •  Telul To1ini yang iebelah sana. llunglin yang • •  di 
belalang1u 1unglin. 

� F3 : 1f1. 
• e e I t  

She m i g h t  mean that she ' fo l l ow h i s  a rgumen t so f a r  and 

that was a l l ' . 
Her suppo�t i ve feed bac k s  were very rare , on l y  3 

responses . 

113 : Yang daerah·daerah sana ya, • • • •  daerah Hgage : l  gitu itu, • • • •  pernah lo, setali 1-
-+ F3 : L lfl J 

dua tali ( hujan. ] 
Fl 1 hujan ya? 

The man in the conversa t i on seemed to encourage 

the woman to ta l k  more o f ten by proposing many questions 

( Se� I I I . 1 . 1 . 3 )  and g i v i n g  many m i n i ma l  responses thoug h 

s t i l l  based on Fishman ' s  theo ry of man ' s  m i n ima l re-

sponses c harac ter i s t ic that c ame a t  the en d of the 

par tner ' s  remark , here F3 . Whi l e  F3 " s  passi ven ess was 
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s hown by her f ewer res pon ses . 

I I I . 2 . 2  CONTEXT 2 :  2 5  YEAR OLD MALES AND �O VEAR OLD 

FEMALES 

I I I . 2 . 2 . 1  CONVERSATI ON 4 ( BETWEEN HALE 3 (H3) AND FEHALE 

4 (F4) ) 

Table 111.2.2.J The frequency 'of 1ini1aJ response pattern in conver11tion 4 

"3 F4 

Supportive 19 (51 .41) 0 (0%) 

Hot supportive JS (48.6%) 4 ( 100%) 

Total 37 ·uoo11 4 ( 100%) 

M3 gave more suppo r tive f eed bac k s  ( 5 1 . 4% f rom his 

who l e  responses ) than d i scourag ing ones ( 48 . 6Y. ) . His 

m i n ima l respon ses were mo re than F4 " s : 90 . 2% f rom the 

who l e  feed bac ks in t he con versation . I t  m i g h t  be due to 

F4 " s  ta l k ac ti veness ; s he ta l ked l onger than him and 

domina ted the conversat i on . T h i s  cou l d  inc rease M3 " s  

number o f  min ima l respon ses , for he g o t  more c hances to 

commen t on her remark . 

H i s  h i g her number o f  supportive feed bac k s  might be 

re l a ted to F4 " s  ta l k ac t i veness and he bec ame more i n ter-

es ted and en t husias t i c  c ompa red to w hen he ta l ked w i t h  

F3 ( See I I I . 2 . 1 . 3 ) . 

F4 1 fteskipun kita: • •  bidang sludinya kayak gitu, 1 -> 

-+ ltl I LJya.l F4 1 tapi sekolah itu tidak 1eabutuh-
-+ H3 : lJfe-e1 

tan, kita suruh ngajar lain, harus 1au. 

His ' i ya ' and " he-em ' ind ica ted h i s  a t ten tion and sup-
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port to F4 ' s  ta l k .  

But many o f  h i s  were s ti l l  d i scourag ing , l i ke in : 

F4 1 O enat ya. Kita Sablu itu 1alah 1a1ut • • • • •  tan /ganli suasana/ seditit, gurunya itu. 
�113 1 L  lya J 

Sepi: .  
-+M� ' L lya J 

Those two ' i ya ' might mean t h a t  M3 ' ag reed wi t h  her · . 

F4 here g ave on l y  4 m i n i ma l  responses and a l l of 

t hem were not su pport i ve , but on l y  gave ag reemen t .  

13 1 Kadang-tadang kal au • •  nggal sesuai gitu dianca1, hayo ati-ato yo! Ngo:no • .  

-+ F4 I L  lyoJ 

Thus s he dev i a ted f rom F i shman · s  t heory a bou t 

woman ' s  tendenc y  to g i ve more supportive feed bac k s  t han 

t he ma l e .  

I I I . 2 . 2 . 2  CONVERSATI ON 5 ( BETWEEN HALE J (HJ ) AND FEMALE 

5 (FS) ) 

Table lll.2.2.2 The frequency of 1ini1al respo115e pattern in conversation 5 

Ht F5 

Supportive 32 ( 59.31)  10 (76.9%)  

Not supportive 22 (40.7%1  3 (23. 11) 

Total 54 ( 100%) 13 (10011 

The ma l e  d i d  mos t  of the m i n i ma l  response pa t terns 

in t he c on versat ion ( 80 . 6% ) t han t he f ema l e  ( on l y  

1 9 . 4% ) .  I t  seemed t h a t  the h i g her n umber of the ma l e ' s 

m i n i ma l  responses re l a ted to t he ta l kac t i veness of F5 . 

T he conversation was dom i n a ted by her , whi l e  the man had 

on l y  l i t t l e  c hance to t a l k .  I t  cou l d  be the reason o f  

·. 

I 
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her fewer respon ses . 

But the responses o f  Qo th o f  t hem were mos t ; y  

suppo r t i ve : 59 . 37. for t he man and 83 . 37. for the woman . 

The man i n  t h i s  conversa tion a l so deviated f rom F i & h-

man ' s  t heory a bout the tenden c y  o f  man to use more 

d i scourag i n g  f eed bac k .  Converse l y ,  most of h i s  mi n i ma l  

respon ses were suppo r t i ve . 

He , prev i ous l y ,  g ave many suppor tive f eed bac k s  to 

F 5  that ind i c a ted he l i s ten ed to her and supported her 

to con t i nue . 

F5 1 Jy11 . Jnt1J tan. Haru1 11 Ka1at Jntelny1 itu ladang·tadang • • • • •  dia nglitsuas. 
-+"1 1 L 'fft·t1J 

Nglitsus di1 POLDA sana • • • • • • •  Atau di : perusahaan- di1 poloknya yang perlu -> 

' "1 1 L lft1 J 
l i tsus-litsus itu tan. /Dipilir ya itu/. 

-."1 I L  /faJ 

The supportiveness cou l d  a l so be hea rd f rom his 

tone w henever said those responses . But then he became 

l ess and l ess encourag ing and g ave many d i scourag i n g  

f eed bac k s .  I t  m i g h t  be d ue t o  t h e  dom i n a t i on of the 

woman i n  t he con versat i on and he became l ess i n terested 

and gave on l y  f ewer respon ses . 

F5 1 Na, perta1a tan honorer ya, talau anu. Saya • •  waltu itu ndal tahu, apa siste1nya di 
� "1 I L He-ea J 

situ itu gi1ana. Soalnya dulunya i tu juga dilarang, bapal lan juga angtatan l aut . 
Ka1u lalau • •  11u J1dt , ,  laryawan sipi l ,  •ending anglatannya 1etali 1 r  latanya 
gitu • • • • •  Ya itu. 

� 111 1 L Hr·etJ 

S he kept coun tinuing her ta l k  and Ml on l y  gave a few 

feed bac k s .  

F S ,  on the o ther hand , g ave more suppo r t i ve than 

d i scourag ing m i n ima l respon ses in perc en tage ( 83 . 31. ) , 
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compared to suppo r t i ve feedbac ks o f  t he man , though she 

gave f ewer than him , as a who l e . The min ima l responses 

be l ow contained a message ' I ' m l i sten i ng to. you , p l ease 

con tinue ' .  

ftl : Wadub, lat iki lak • • •  cu1an sekali pakai .  Akhirnya apa. Saya fotokopi , saya tutupi 
� FS 1 L He-eh J 

itu • • • • •  Untut perusahaan, gitu aja tat tutupi . 
-l- FS 1 lJle-ehJ LYaJ l Jya. 

1 1 1 . 2 . 2 . 3  CONVERSATI ON 6 ( BETWEEN HALE 2 (H2) AND FEMALE 

6 (F6 ) )  

Table lll.2.2.J The frequ.ncy o f  1ini1al respa115e p1ttern in conversation 6 

"2 F6 

Supportive 6 (46.21) 25 (71 .4%) 

Hot supportive 7 (53.81)  10 (28.61) 

Total 13 ( 1001) 35 (100%) 

T h i s  con versa t ion was d one by ac t i ve in terac tan ts ; 

bo th o f  them g ave suppo rt to the partner ' s  ta l k ,  both of 

them t r i ed to make the conversa tion going . T he fema l e  

g ave m i n i ma l respon ses more o f ten than M l  ( 72 . 9X f rom 

t he who l e  res ponses in t he conversa tion ) .  Most of her 

respon ses were en thu sias t i c  ones ( 71. 4X) and suppor ted 

her par tner ' s  remark . 

11 1 Tahu, ini talau dulu satu sekola:h, gitu. Tapi • • • • ya itu, saking 1ungkin • • •  ndak 
� F5 1 1.He-ehJ lJle-eh,. iyoJ 

pernah satu kelas, jadi nggak begitu:  tena l ,  ya 1bak ya? 
� FS : LlyoJ 

A l l  of t hose t h ree responses done by F5 were suppor tive . 

They con ta ined a message ' I ' m  l i sten i n g  to you , p l ease 
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coun t i n ue · . Thus , F5 gave support to the man to c on t i nue 

his · ta l k .  The responses i n d i c a ted her i n ten se a t ten t i on . 

The ma l e  a l so gave the k i n d  of respon ses i n  sup-

por t i ve way , bu t the percen tage was l ower t han t he woman 

( 46 . 27. ) . I t  seemed that in t h i s  c onversation a l most ha l f 

o f  h i s  m i n i ma l responses c on tai ned a message ' I  ag ree 

wi t h  you ' or ' I  f o l l ow your a rg umen t so f ar ' . 

F5 : 0: , ya kalau pagi ilu huku1 • • • •  ada di sana, Sukol i lo. 
-+ Kl : ffe-ee? 

F5 : Kalau sore kuliah di sini a ,  gitu. 
_. 111 : ,, ... 

One o f  t he mi n i ma l respon ses a bove ( ' mmm ' ) con tained a 

message ' I  fo l l ow your a rgumen t ( abou t the p l ace o f  the 

l ec ture ) so f a r ' , and that was a l l .  ' He-em ' gave su pport 

for her to c on tin ue ( c on sidering the rising in tona tion 

i n  i n terroga t i ve form ) . 

Compa red to h i s  c on versat ion wi t h  F2 ( See 

I I I . 2 . 1 . 2 ) , the c harac teri s tic was d i f feren t . Mos t o f  
' 

h i s  respon ses were suppor t i ve . I t  m i g h t  be due to the 

passi veness of h i s  partner ( F2 )  that mo tivated ' him to 

g i ve more su ppo r t i ve f eed bac k s  t han when he conversed 

w i th
.

F S , an ac t i ve par tner . 
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I I I . 2 . 3  CONTEXT 3 :  30 VEAR OLD MALES AND 2 5  VEAR OLD 

FEMALES 

I I I . 2 . 3 . l  CONVERSAT I ON 7 ( BETWEEN HALE 4 (H4) AND FEHALE 

1. (FJ. ) )  

Table 111.2.J.l The frequency at 1ini1al respansr pattern in conversation 7 

n4 Fl 

Supportive 5 (19.2%)  12 ( 54.�1)  

· Hot supportive 21 (80.8%) 10 (45. 51) 

Total 26 ( 100%J 22 UOOXJ 

The woman ' s  number of m i n ima l responses in ta l k ing 

wi t h  M4 was f ewer than t he number when she ta l k ed wi th 

M l  ( See I I I . 2 . 1 . 1 ) .  S he gave on l y  22 minima l responses 

and 4 5 . 5% of t hem were d i sc ourag ing . Bu t the number o f  

the fema l e ' s  responses in t h i s  c on versa tion ( 4 5 . 8% )  was 

l ower t han the man ( 54 . 2% ) . I t  m i g h t  be due to t he fewer 

remar k  of t he man that gave l i t t l e  c han ce f o r  the oc

curance of Fl ' s  respon ses . 

M4 was n o t  an ac t i ve speaker l i ke Ml , most of his 

ta l k  were s hor t ,  and he usua l l y  took his turn-tak ing 

whenever bei n g  questi oned by Fl . ( See I I I . 1 . 3 . 1 )  

The woman in this con versa tion gave 5 del ayed 

m i n ima l res pon ses . Acc ord ing to Wes t and Zi mmerman ( i n 

Graddo l & Swan n , 1989 1 78 ) , d e l aying min ima l responses 

m i g h t  i n d i c a te i n a t ten t i on or l ac k  of in teres t . 

She , poss i b l y  bec ause rea l i z in g  s he got a pass ive 

partner , t r i ed to make h i m  ta l k  by asking many quest ions 
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( See I I I . 1 . 3 . 1 ) , but it d i d  n o t  work we l l .  He was st i l l 

passive . I t  mi g h� make her become rather un in teres ted by 

mak ing many d e l ayed min imal respon ses . 

Fl 1 R1t1-r1t1 teaen . �  lulu1anny1 y1ng b1reng itu, • • • •  terja di 11na? 
. . . . . . . .  

"4 : Ya banyat yang ieluar tota: ,  /dan/ ada yang d i  • •  Sulaltl!1ia • 

. . . • . . . • • .  

->Fl I 1f1. 

But her de l ayed res pon ses cou l d  a l so indic ate that s he 

wan ted to g i ve M4 a c hance to ta l k  more by wai t i n g  f or 

him to con tinue and thus produced s i l ence . 

She s t i l l suppor ted h i m  by g i ving 45/. su pportive 

feed bac k s  f rom her who l e  respon ses , whi l e  mos t o f  M4 ' s  

feed bac k s  were d i sc ourag i ng ( a bou t BO . BX ) . 

M4 seemed fee l ra t her un easy in ' hi s  f i rs t  conver-

sat ion ' w i t h  Fl . A l mos t ha l f  of his m i n i ma l  respon ses 

( 44 . 4Z )  c ame a f ter the fema l e ' s  l en g hty remark that had 

mean i n g  ' I  ag ree w i th you ' or ' I  f o l l ow you a rgumen t so 

far ' . 

Fl ' s , on t he con trary , were more suppo r � i ve .  She 

inser ted ' mm ' , ' he-eh ' , etc throug hout the s t ream o f  

M4 ' s  ta l k .  
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I I I . 2 . 3 . 2  CONVERSATION B ( BETWEEN HALE 5 (HS) AND FEHAL.E 

2 (F2) ) 

Table 111.2.J.2 The frequency of 1ini1aJ response pattern in conversation B 

H5 f 2 

Supportive 0 (OX) 8 (17%) 

Hot supportive 5 ( 100%) 39 (83%) 

Total 5 (100%) 47 (100%) 

MS gave on l y  5 m i n i ma l  responses whi l e  F2 gave 

a l most a l l of the min ima l res ponses in t he c on versa tion 

( 90 . 4% ) . Bu t not a l l of her responses were suppor tive . 

On l y  1 7X opera ted to support the partner ' s  ta l k ,  the 

res t of them were d i scou rag ing ( 83% ) . Even s he made 10 

de l ayed m i n i ma l respon ses as i n d i c a t i on that she was n o t  

too i n teres ted or d i d  not p a y  a t ten t i on t o  t he man ' s  

remark . 

H5 1 Hasulnya Japan J i1a • /?/. 
. . . . . . 

...+ F2 I 1111. 

She d ev i a ted f rom Fi shman ' s  t heory that woman ' s  

usage of t h i s  pat tern was mo
.
:s t l y  suppor tive com pa red to 

the man . 

H5 1 Tapi yang paling berat saya lihat itu peraasal ahan itu, • • •  ngatur Jalu lintas. 
� F2 : lf1. 

H5 : Sistea transportasi. 
. . . . . .  

� f2 I lft. 

Those two ' mm '  o pera ted to d i scourage M 5 ' s  ta l k ;  

t hey i n d i ca ted her l ac k  of a t ten t i on and mig h t  mean , 

ac cord ing to Ma l tz an d Boker ( in Grad d o l  & Swann , 
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1989 : 90 ) , ' I  ag ree w i t h  you • or ' I  f o l l ow your arg umen t 

so f a r . Her l ac k  o f  a t ten t ion were a l so shown i n  her 

unen thusiastic tone w hen said t hem . 

The man c on t r i bu ted on l y  5 ( 9 . 6Y. f rom the who l e  

m i n i ma l  responses i n  the c on versation ) ,  and a l l o f  them 

were n ot supportive . T hey c on veyed mean ing · r  f o l l ow 

your a rg umen t so fa r • . 

115 1 Tahu juga jurusan-Juru1annya . 
F2 1 Jya, ada te1en soalnya. [chuckles] [ Kuliah di ITS. 

� 115 I 0. 

I I I . 2 . 3 . 3  CONVERSATION 9 ( BETWEEN HALE 6 (H6J AND FEMALE 

:S (F:S) ) 

Tablr 111.2.J.J The freqURncy of aini1al response pattrrn in conversation 9 

116 f 3 

Suppor tive 1 (14 .31) 7 (25.91) 

Not supportive 6 (05. 7%) 20 (74.1%) 

Total 7 (100%) 27 ( 100%J 

The woman gave mo re min i m a l  respon ses t han the man 

( a bou t 79 . 4X )  but most of them were not suppo r t i ve .  The 

un su ppor t i veness cou l d  be n o ted f rom her tone an d / or 

f rom t hei r p l ac e  af ter M6 ' s  l en g t hy remark . And her 

suppor t i ve responses were on l y  25 . 9Y. .  Li ke in 1 

16 1 Ht-eh, Ke1arin·te1arin saya • • • •  sudah la1a tinggal di Rungkut ,  
-+ Fl I He-eh? 

116 1 Tapi ra1ai .  

Her ' he-eh ' c onveyed mean ing that she was l i sten ing to 

M6 and wan ted him to c on ti n ue . 
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M6 gave on l y  7 m i n imal responses and on l y  one was 

su pport ive , having en thusi astic tone and c on ta i n i n g  

motiva t i ve message .  The rest were not suppor tive . 

116 1 Telul 
F3 1 [ Seaua ya, Telut Sa1pit, Telui To1ini, Telul Penanjung, Telut Bayur, Telui Delung. 

-.. lf61 l.He-e1J 

I I I . 2 . 4  THE ANALYSIS OF ALL OF THE CONVERSATIONS 
. ·  

Table 111.2.4 The frequency of 1ini1al response pattern in al J of the conversation 

" F 

Supportive Unsupportive Supportive Unsuppotive 

99 (41 . 6% 1  139  1 58 . 4' )  1 1 1  1 4 4% ) i � � J  ( 56%}  ' 

I 238 ( 1 00 % )  252 ( 100 %}  

I t  c ou l d  be seen that most of the men ' s  min ima l 

respon ses were unsuppo r t i ve ( 58 . 4% )  and the women ' s  too 

( 56X ) . The resu l t  devi a t ed f rom Fi shman ' s  c l aim that men 

tendeed to use unfac i l i ta i ve res ponses , whi l e  women ' s  

a re the o pposi te . 

But i n  context 3 ,  i n  whi c h  30 year o l d  men c on -

ve rsed wi t h  2 5  year o l d  women , most of t he men ' s  m i n i -

ma l respon ses were unsu ppor t i ve . They tend ed t o  g i ve 

fewer suppor t i ve feedbac k s  when ta l ked to younger women . 

Two men i n  c on tex t 1 ( a  c on tex t o f  t he same age respon d-

en ts ) used more suppor t i ve responses than unsupport ive , 

on l y  the man ( M3 )  in c on versa t i on 3 dev i a ted . Bu t i n  

c on tex t  2 ( a  con te x t  of ma l es 2 5  and fema l es 30 ) ,  M3 

made more suppo r t i v e  f eed bac k s  than unsuppo r t i ve , bu t 

I 
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the d i f feren t was on l y  one response ; and , on the con

trary , M2 who in con te x t  1 used more suppo r t ive feed

bac k s , in con tex t 2 used more unsu pportive on e ,  bu t the 

d i f f eren t was on l y  one res pon se too . M3 ' s  sign i f i c a n t  

between suppo r tive ( 12 ) and unsupport i ve 

( 40 )  i n  con tex t 1 ,  was due to hi s passive 

He became ra t her un in teres ted ; he mere l y  f u l -

d i f f e ren t 

repcnses 

partn e r . 

f i l l ed h i s  duty to respond · to h i s  partner . But i n  c on -

tex t 2 ,  h e  g ave fewer m i n i ma l responses , b u t  mos t  of 

them were suppo r t i ve that mi g h t  be due to h i s  in teres t 

to ta l k  w i th a ta l kac t i ve partner . 

On l y  t hree women w hose most o f  thei r responses 

were supportive : F l , F 5 ,  and F6 . Fl ' s  pa t tern d i d  not 

c hange even w hen she g o t  a very passive pa rtner in 

con te x t  3 .  F5 and F6 were pa i red w i t h  young e r  respond

en ts an d thei rs were mos t l y  suppor t i ve . F2 and F3 used 

mos t l y  unsuppo r t i ve feed bac k s  w he t he r  they c onversed 

wi t h  responden ts of the same age or t he o l der age .  Thus 

for women , age d i d  not p l ay ro l e .  And as a who l e ,  the 

men and the women dev i a ted f rom Fishman ' s , except in 

c on tex t 3 ,  i n  whi c h  age p l ayed ro l e .  The women ' s  minima l  

responses were n o t  al ways su ppor t i ve and the men ' s were 

not a l ways unsupportive . Thus , gender c ou l d  not ex p l a i n  

t he oc curance o f  suc h pa t tern . 
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I I I . 3 TOPIC INITIATION 

I I I . 3 . 1  CONTEXT 1 :  25 VEAR OLD MALES AND 25 VEAR OLD 

FEMALES 

I I I . 3 . 1 . 1  CONVERSAT ION 1 ( BETWEEN HALE 1. (H1 ) AND FEHALE 

1. (FJ. } )  

Tablt 111.J.l.l The frequency of topic-initiation pattrrn 

Success Failure Uncertain Total 
-

"l 6 (66.7%) 3 ( 33.31 )  l 10 ( 52.6% )  

Fl 4 (50%) 4 (501) l 9 (47.41) 

Total 10 7 2 19 (100%) 

Conversa t i on 1 was an in terac t i ve c on versa t i on . 

Both of t he responden ts tried to deve l op t he c on versa-

t i on by i n i t i a t i n g  topi c s . T he i r  topic i n i t i a t i on were 

a l mo s t  equa l in number . 

From 1 0  topi cs i n i t i ated by F1 , 501. o f  them 

( e x c l ud in g  an un certain topic ) were suc cessfu l .  T he 

percen tage was not so d i f feren t f rom Ml ' s  ( 66 . 7i. ) . 

F i shman ' s  theory was proven , but the number was not so 

d ramat i c a l . I t  was due to thei r mutua l orien tation to 

one ano t her . 

T o p i c s  in i t i a ted by t he ma l e  were deve l oped by t he 

woman . 66 . 74 o f  ·them we re suc c es s f u l for he was i n ter -

es ted t o  t a l k  a bou t h i � own topi c s  and a l so the woman 

g ave suppo r t  to them . W hen Fl in i t i a ted a to pi c , Ml a l so 

gave suppor t i v e  responses enoug h to keep the topic 

i. ·. 
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going . Bu t ,  i t  d ev i a ted f rom Fishman ' s  researc h w h i c h  

proved t h a t  women i n i t i ate top i c s  more f requen t l y  than 

men , top i c s  in this c onversa t i on were i n i t i a ted more 

f requen t l y  by the ma l e  ra ther than t he fema l e .  52 . 6Z o f  

the who l e  topics were i n i t i a ted by Ml . I t  p roved that 

t he man a l so t ri ed to keep t he conversa t i on goin g . Thus 

t hey work ed toge ther to turn .. the i n i t i a l  topics i n to an 

ac tua l  conversa tion . 

I I I . 3 . 1 . 2 CONVERSATI ON 2 ( BETWEEN HALE 2 (H2) AND FEHALE 

2 (F2) ) 

Table 111,J,J .2 The frequency of topic-initi1tion pattern 

Success Fai lure Uncerhin Total 
-

ft2 4 (401) 6 (601) J u (91 .71) 

F2 1 ( 1001) 0 ( 01)  0 1 (B.31)  

Total 7 4 1 12 (1001) 

I n  conversation 2 , i t  wa s the man who a t t�mped to 

keep the conversation going by i n i t i a t in g  man y  topics 

( 1 1  o f  1 2 ) , whi l e  F2 on l y  d i d  i t  on ce . 

Here 40X o f  M2 ' s  topics ( 4  of 10 ) succed ed bec au se 

he was in teres ted and the woman was a l so in teres ted and 

deve l oped an in i t i a l  a t tem pt in to an ac tua l c on versa-

t i on . The topi c s  f a i l ed for t he woman did not g i ve 

enoug h responses to en hance t he topics thoug h M2 , the 

ini t i a tor , spoke to deve l o p t hem . A topic was not sue -

cess f u l  i f  on l y  one person raised i t  ( Fi s hman , in 
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Thorne , Kramarae , & Hen l ey , 1 983 : 97 ) . Many times M2 tried 

to ma k e  a new topic in order to mo t i va te the woman to be 

in teres ted and then g ave responses that . m i g h t  suppor t 

the topi c . 

F i s hman sta ted that the woman who d i d  mere topic 

i n i t i a ti on t han t he man and her a t tempt usua l l y  fai l ed .  

bu t in t his c ase , the woman i n i tiat ed topic fewer t han 

the man , and her on l y  topic succ eeded . I t  was due to her 
' . 

en thusiasm and a l so M2 ' s  suppo r t  to t he deve l opmen t of 

the topic about ' the re l a t i onshi p cf h i s  educ a t i on a l  

bac k g round w i t h  h i s  prev i ous j ob ' . 

Thus M2 was a fac i l i ta ti ve partner who was a t ten -

tive to h i s  pa r tner and was w i l l i ng to k ee p  t h e  conver-

sa ticn g o i n g , w h i l e  Fl was more passive bu t was s ti l l  

wi l l i n g  to enhance some of the top i c s  in i t i a ted by M2 . 

I I I . 3 . 1 . 3 CONVERSATION 3 ( BETWEEN H�LE 3 (H3) AND FEHALE 

3 (F:S) )  

11bl1 111,J.l,J Thi fr1quency of topic-initiation pattern 

Succe11 Failure Uncertain Total 
-

113 0 (01) 14 (1001) 1 1 5  ( 75%) 

F3 0 (0%) 5 ( 100%) 0 s (25%) 

Total 0 19 1 20 ( 100%) 

Both of t he res ponden ts had d i f f i cu l ty to make a 

topic to be a rea l  c onversa ti on . None o f  the i r  topic 

in i t i a tions were successf u l . 
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I t  cou l d ' be seen that the man d id more e f f ort to 1 

preven t the f a i l ing of i n terac tion by i n i tiating topi c s  

many t imes ( 15 ) . But a l l of them f a i l ed • .  The i r  fai l u re 

was usua l l y  c aused by the woman ' s  min ima l respon ses 

whi c h  d i d  n o t  have f ac i l i ta t i ve mean ing ( See I I I . 2 . 1 . 3 )  

and by h i s  own l ac k  of in terest to keep the topi c s  

surv ive . W hen t he women sa i d  something t o  deve l op the 

topic he i n i t i a ted , he on l y  gave respon ses l i ke ' mm ' , 

' he-eh ' , and thus t he woman seemed ra ther doub tfu l to 

con t inue her speak ing . Her dou b t  c ou l d  be noti ced f rom 

her more and more ind i st i n c t  u t terances . T he same case 

a l so ha ppened to F3 ' s  topic s . When M3 responded , F3 gave 

on l y  few res pon ses to deve l op t he topi c s . 

I t  was a quest ion -an swer conversation . The conver

s a tion c ou l d  survive for one of the responden t asked and 

the o t her an swered i t .  

However ,  i t  was c l ear t ha t  not the woman who d i d  

more topi c  i n i t i a ti on , b u t  the man . Thus , i t  devia ted 

Fi shman ' s  t heory whi c h  s t a ted that women i n i t i a ted topi c 

more of ten t han man to preve n t  the fai l ing o f  i n terac

tion . 
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I I I . 3 . 2 CONTEXT 2 :  25 YEAR OLD MALES AND 30 YEAR OLD 

FEMALES 

I I I . 3 . 2 . 1  CONVERSATI ON 4 ( BETWEEN HALE 3 (H�) AND FEHALE 

4 (F4) ) 

T1bJ1 lll.J.2.l Thi frtqurncy af tapic·initi1tian p1tt1rn 

Success Failure Uncertain Total 

K3 7 1100%) 0 (0%)  1 B (72.7%} 

f 4 3 ( 100%) 0 (01) 0 3 127.31) 

Total 10 0 1 11 ( 1001) 

M3 an d F4 produced a ' hybrid sty l e '  con versa t i on 

( Ho l mes , 1 992 : 330 ) . This sty l e  is a com b i n a t i on of some 

features of bot h  ma l e  and fema l e  that c on t r i bute to and 

deve l op the topi c  in a suppor tive ra ther than a compe t i 

t i ve way .  

This conversat i on was the oppos i te o f  Conversa tion 

J done by MJ and F3 ( See I I ! . 3 . 1 . J ) . Whi l e  the prev i ous 

c on versa t i on done by M3 was an unsuccess f u l  _one , i n  

w h i c h n on e  of t he topics su�c eeded , t h i s  c onversa tion 

was a succ essfu l on e .  A l l o f  the topi c s  i n t roduced cou l d  

surv i ve . 

Thou g h  F4 domina ted the ta l k ,  but she s t i l l  g ave 

c hances for M3 to take h i s  turns , or i f  not , M3 himse l f  

too� h i s  turns by in terru p t i n g , t houg h  some of t hose 

in terru p t ions d i sorgan i z ed the c onversa tion a l  topic s .  As 

sta ted by Ho l mes ( 1 992 : 330 ) , not a l l of in terru ption 

patterns d i sorgan i ze topics being ta l ked abou t .  They 
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a l so deve l op the topi c s . Thoug h h e  in terru p ted , h e  d i r-

rec ted the c ourse of the topic and thus en hanced the 

core of t he top i c  i n to a wider d i scussion . 

A l l of F4 ' s  topic-in i ti a t ions got su pport i ve 

respon ses from M3 , and vice versa . I t  was indeed the 

woman who i n i ti ated more o f ten , but , devia ted f rom 

Fishman ' s  theory , none of them f a i l ed that was due to 

both of the speakers ' con tri but ion to deve l op t he con -

versa t i on a l  topic s . 

I I I . 3 . 2 . 2  CONVERSAT I ON 5 ( BETWEEN HALE � (111 ) AND FEMALE 

S .(FSJ ) 

11bl1 lll.3.2.2 The frequtncy of topic-initi1tion p1ttern 

Succe55 Failure Uncertain Total 
-

111 1 (501) 1 (501) 1 3 (501) 

f 5 3 (1001) 0 (01) 0 3 (501) 

Total 3 2 1 6 (1001) 

M1 and F5 i n i ti a ted topi c s  in a equa l number ; each 

of them in i ti a ted 3 topi c s . There was a s tatemen t abou t 

' I K I P '  that was ac tua l l y  men t i oned by the fema l e  in t he 

previous topic a bout ' t he i r  acquain tanceship w i th Ra-

ti h ' . Bu t ' I K I P ' was n o t  a topic at tha t time . I t  wa� 

on l y  an add i t iona l in formation for the rea l topic . Ml 

asked a bout i t  and then i t  bec ame one of the conversa-

tion a l  topics .  

I t  c ou l d  be seen here that the f ema l e ' s in i t i a-
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t i on-topi c  reac hed a h i g her percen tage to be successf u l  

( 1 00� ) compa red t o  Ml ' s  ( 50� ) . I t  was d u e  t o  the man ' s  

support to hers . She was a ta l kac tive conversa tiona l i s t  

and domin a ted t he conversation . I t  seemed s h e  was very 

i n terested to ta l k  a bou t her own . Ml ' s  support was g i ven 

to her f i rs t  topi c s  and t hey succeeded . But i t  seemed he 

g o t  bored for she domina ted the c onversat ion wi th her 

own s tory . From 6 conversa tion a l  topic s ,  5 o f  t hem were 

about the woman ' s  e x perienc e ;  the topics c en tered on her 

experience t han on M l ' s . There were very f ew c onversa

tion a bou t h i s  bac kg round . 

M i ' s  f a i l ure topic about ' F 5 ' s  e x perience when 

app l yi n g  for KOWAL ' c ame a f ter F5 ' s  l as t  topic . I t  

seemed he i n i t i a ted i t  J u st to f i l l  his turn wi th l i t t l e  

en thusi asm to ta l k  more abou t i t .  Then F 5  deve l o ped the 

topic , dom i n a ted the ta l k ,  and Ml , t he topic i n i t i a tor , 

on l y  g ave few respon ses inc l ud ed many un f ac i l i ta t i ve 

m i n i ma l  respon ses that made the topic fai l ed . 

Thus , a top ic ' s  suc cess f u l  c ou l d  be g a in ed i f  the 

two par t i es are rea l l y  wi l l in g  to deve l op i t .  "Not on l y  

must one person rai se t he topic , the other mus t  respon d , 

and at ! ea t s  some of t hose respon ses must c on t ri bute to 

the top i c ' s  e l a bora tion " ( F i shman , in T horne , K ramarae , 

& Hen l ey , 1 983 : 97 ) . 

Here F i s hman ' s  theory was not i n  ef fec t for one 

person d omi n a ted the ta l k ;  t houg h con t r i bu t ing to the 

c onvers a t i on a l  top ic , she g ave a scarce c hance to t he 
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partner to take his turns . 

F 5 ' s  suc c essf u l  topic s were due to t he support 

f rom t he man and a l so t he in i t i a tor was ve�y en thusi as-

t i c  to t a l k  a bout them since t he top i c s  were a bou t her 

own e x perien ce .  Thus , i t  was . the woman who made more 

succ essfu l topic in conversa tion 5 .  

Compared to h i s  f i rst convers a t ion wi th Fl , h i s  

suc c es s f u l  topic perc en tage w a s  fewer . A g e  seemed n o t  

p l ay ro l e  here , b u t  F5 ' s  ta l kac t i veness i n f l uen ced his 

f ewer percen tage of successfu l topic . 

I I I . 3 . 2 . 3  CONVERSATI ON 6 ( BETWEEN HALE 2 (H2) AND FEHALE 

6 (F6) ) 

T1bl1 111.J,2.J The frequency of topic-initi1tion p1ttern 

Success Failure Uncert1in Total 
,........._ 

m 3 (60% 1 2 (40% 1 0 5 ( 55.6%1 

f 6 2 ( 50%) 2 (50%) 0 4 (44.4%) 

Total 6 3 0 9 (100%1 

I t · was a c ommun i c a t ive c onversa tion ; both of the 

c on versa tion a l i s t  deve l oped the con s t ruc tion o f  c onver-

sa tion a l  topic s .  They gave a l most an eq ua l number of 

topic-in i t i a t i on and most of thei rs were successfu l .  

60X o f  M2 ' s  to p i c - i n i t i a t i on ( 3  of 5 )  succ eeded 

s ince he was in teres ted to ta l k  a bout h i s  subj ec t and Fb 

suppor ted i t  by g i ving c ommen ts or fac i l i tative minima l  

respon ses ( See I I I . 2 . 2 . 4 ) that c ou l d  con t r i bu te to the 
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topic deve l o pmen t .  50% of F6 ' s  topics ( 3  of 4 )  was 

succ essfu l  that was due to t he same reason . 

T hus , bo t h  of t hem a t temp ted to make an in i t i a l  

topic t o  b e  a n  i n teres ting thing t o  b e  ta l ked about . M2 , 

t houg h a man , he was a f ac i l i ta tive conversation a l i s t . 

I t  was a l so proven when spea k i n g  wi th F2 ( see 

I I I . 3 . 1 . 2 ) . He got a supportive partner that produced a 

commun i c a t ive conversa tion . 

Ag e d i d  not p l ay ro l e  here for t he man was s ti l l  

f ac i l i ta t ive , whether he conversed w i th F2 or F6 . T he 

suc cess of t he conversati on cou l d  not be determined f rom 

the age o f  t he respond en ts . I t  was more approp r i a te i f  

t he c harac ters o f  t he responden ts , whe t her t hey were 

suppo r t i ve or no t ,  p l ayed more impor tan t ro l e .  

I I I . 3 . 3  CONTEXT 3 1  30 YEAR OLD MALES AND 25 YEAR OLD 

FEMALES 

I I I . 3 . 3 . 1  CONVERSATI ON 7 ( BETWEEN HALE 4 (H4) AND FEMALE 

1. (F1. ) )  

Table 111.J.J.J The frequency of topic-initiation pattern 

Success Fai lure Uncertain Total 
-

"• 0 (0% 1  3 (100%) 1 4 (23. 5%)  

Fl 0 1 0%) 13 ( 100%) 0 13 (76 .5%) 

Totil 0 16 1 17 ( 1001) 

M4 was a very passive partner . He d i d  few con t ri-

buti on to t he conversation as a who l e .  H i s  to pic-ini tia-
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tion s  were on l y  4 of 17 top i c s  ( 23 . 5'l. ) , whi l e  Fl gave 1 3  

o f  1 7  ( 76 . 5'l. ) . 

From the data , i t  c ou l d  be conc l uded . that because 

o f. the passiveness of the man , t he woman tried to p rev

en t t he fai l i n g  of the i n terac tion by i n i tia ting many 

top i c s  and none of them succ eeded . S he tri ed to make M4 

ta l k  by i n i t i a t in g  topi c s , usua l l y  i n  the form o f  a 

ques t i on . Bu t M4 a l most g ave no suppo r t  to deve l op 

except answe r i n g  F1 ' s  ques t i on . F1 ' s  top i c  f a i l ed be

c ause the man d id not respond wi th the a t ten t i on neces

sary to p reven t the f a i l i n g  of t he topi c s . 

The same thing happened when M4 i n i t i a ted topi c s . 

When he i n i tia ted a topic a bou t ' F1 ' s  work as a compu ter 

i n s truc tor • she ac tua l l y  t r i ed to deve l op t he top ic , but 

fai l ed bec ause M4 , who i n i ti a ted the topic himse l f ,  d i d  

not g ive con tri bution . There were many ind i c a tions o f  

t he f ai l in g  of t he topi c s : un f ac i l i ta t i ve m i n i ma l re

s ponses and q ues tion-ask ing g i ven by M4 , and a l �o in ter

n a l pauses in Fl ' s  s t ream of t a l k .  ( Fi s hman , in Thorne , 

Kramarae , & Hen l ey , 1 993 : 97 )  

M4 ' s  topi c s  f a i l ed since he was n o t  i n heren t l y  

in teres ted and d id i t  j u st to f i l l  his turn , t houg h  t he 

woman deve l o ped i t . As i f  he was t hi n k i ng '' Oh , yeah . I 

have to say some thing here " . On l y  one person c o r respond

ed , whi l e  the o t her was pass i ve that made F i shman ' s  

t heory d id a p p l y  here . 
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1 1 1 . 3 . 3 . 2  CONVERSATION 8 ( BETWEEN HALE 5 (H5) AND FEHALE 

2 (F2) ) 

T1bJ1 111.J.J.2 Tht frtqllfncy of topic-initiation p1tt1rn 

Success Failure Uncertain Total 
-

K5 0 (01) 7 (10011 0 7 ( 58.3%) 

F2 0 (0%) 5 (1001) 0 5 (41.71) 

Total 0 12 0 12 . (1001) 

Non e of the conversat i on a l  top i c s  suc ceeded be-

c ause bo th o f  the responden ts seemed not in teres ted to 

en hanc e the top i c  to ma k e  a rea l conversa t i on . 

T he top i c s  i n i t i a ted by M5 fai l ed since F2 was not 

in terested to ta l k  mo re and a l so MS did not try to say 

something to make i t  survi ve . When he said that h i s  

g radua t i on d i d  not t a k e  a l on g  time , her answer s howed 

her unen thus i asm . Many t i mes he repeated tha t ,  and F2 

on l y  said : 

F2 1 Iya ta? 

F2 ' s  unen thusi asm cou l d  be seen f rom her many un-

fac i l i ta t ive m i n i ma l  responses and u t teran c es that 

seemed f un c t i on J us t  to f i l l her turn . Bo th of t he 

responden ts d i d  not made suc c essfu l topi c s . The woman 

who , ac cord i ng to F i shman , is more fac i l i ta t ive , in t h i s  

conversation c ou l d  do n o t h i n g  t o  make a succ ess f u l  

c on�ersa t i on due t o  M4 ' s  passi veness . T hus the top i c s  

f a i l ed , in t he sense tha t both or on l y  one of the re-

sponden ts d i d  not show the i r  i n teres t . F i s hman ' s  theory 
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d i d  n o t  app l y  here . F2 ' s  topic was t he on l y  one tha t was 

�u rvive t h roug hout the who l e  conversa t ion , n ot the 

man ' s , bec ause the topi c  was rel a ted to him , to h i s  

facu l ty in a un i versi ty . 

I I I . 3 . 3 . 3  CONVERSATI ON 9 ( BETWEEN HALE 6 (H6) AND FEMALE 

3 (F3) )  

Table 111.J.J.J The frequency of topic-initiation pattern 

Success Fai lure Uncertain Total 
-

"' 0 (0%) 10 ( 100%) 0 10 (66.7%1 

f 3 1 (201) 4 (801) 0 5 (33.31) 

Total 1 14 0 15  (1001) 

On e o f  F3 ' s  top i c s  about ' M6 ' s  dormi natory ' and 

then d i rrec ted in to ' hi s  dorm i n a tory and the p l ace o f  

h i s  previous work in Pera k ' succ eeded that was shown by 

M6 ' s  responses t hat deve l op t he topi c  and a l so F3 ' s  

fac i l i tative m i n i mal responses and a l so o t her l on ger 

u t terances . Whi l e  other topics i n i t i a ted by her f a i l ed 

bec ause she seemed not i n teres ted to deve l op them � 

though M6 res pon d ed by tel l ing h i s  opin i on toward the 

d i f f eren t s i tua t i on i n  Surabaya and Jak arta . She then 

on l y  gave un f ac i l i ta t i ve m i n ima l responses . 

T he c on versa t ion deviated f rom F i shman ' s  t heory 

a bout woman ' s  t�ndency to i n i t i a te more topics than the 

man and t he fac t that man ' s  topic tended to be more 

successf u l  t han the woman ' s . The f a i l i n g  of topi c - i n i t ia-
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t i on pa t tern was due to the responden ts ' l ac k  o f  i n ter

est .  I t  seemed they i n i t i a te� topi c s  j ust to f i l l  t he 

t i me wi thou t i n terest to en hance the topics i n to l he 

rea l conversa t i on . 

I I I . 3 . 4  THE ANALYSI S  OF ALL OF THE CONVERSATI ONS 

Ti&Je 111.J.4 Thi frequency of topic-1n1tiition pittern in 1JJ of the convers1tia11J 

Success Failure Uncert1in Total 

len 21 (31.3XJ 46 (68.7%J  6 73 (60.3%) 

llo1en 14 (29.SXJ 33 (70.2%J 1 48 (39.7%) 

Total 35 79 7 121 ( 100%) 

Gene ra l l y men i n i tiated topics more f requen t l y .  Of 

121 c on versa t i on a l  to p i c s , 60 . 3Y. were ra i sed by t he 

ma l es and women on l y  in i t i ated 39 . 7Y. .  31 . 3Y. o f  73 topics 

( ex c l uded 6 uncertain ones ) i n i t i a ted by men succeeded 

and 68 . 7Y. f a i l ed , whi l e  70 . 2Y. o f  the topi c s  raised by 

f ema l e  res pon d en t s  f a i l ed ,  and on l y  29 . BY. of them were 

succ es s fu l .  

From the data o f  the who l e  conversa t i ons , c ou l d  be 

conc l uded that peop l e  met for the f i rs t  time g o t  more 

d i f f i c u l ty to ma ke the con versat ion goi n g  and to make i t  

become more in terest i n g . I t  cou l d b e  seen f rom tab l e  

I I I . 4 . 4 ,  79 of t he to t a l  topics i n i t i ated i n  the c onver

sations f a i l ed .  

The responden ts met f o r  the f i rs t  t i m� and t hey 

d id not have know l edge a bout their partners in t he 
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c on ve rsa tions . I t  was the reason why mos t  of thei r 
. 

topi c s  proposed in the f o rm of a question . They wan ted 

to know more in f ormations a bou t the i r  n ew �cqua i n tances , 

probab l y  those in forma tion s cou l d  be used as i n terest i n g  

ma tters t o  be ta l ked abou t .  

The perc en tage o f  the success fu l to pics between 

ma l es and f ema l es was not so d rama t i c a l ,  compared to 

Fi shman ' s  researc h .  She in her researc h ( i n Thorne , 

Kramarae , & Hen l ey ,  1983 ) found ou t that whi l e  women \ 
I 

made 627. of a l l a ttempts to in troduce topi c s , t hey on l y  

raised 38% of success fu l t�p i t s . The men , in con t ras t ,  I 
in i ti a ted on l y  39% of t he conversa t i ona l topi c s , and 

a l l  of t hem ( except 1 un c e r ta in top i c ) succ eeded . 

T he d i f ference between the men and women met for 

t he f i r s t  t ime in this researc h was not so s i gn i f i c an t .  

I n  con trast wi t h  Fi shman ' s , here 60. 3Y. o f  t he top i c s  
-

were rai sed by men . And t he d i f ferenc e  be tween t he 

perc en tage of successfu l topi c s  o f  men and women was 

on l y  1 . 5% .  Thus both of t hem h ad d i f f i cu l ty g e t ting the 

conversa tions going and t he men who wor k ed harder to 

save t he i n terac tions f rom fai l u re .  

C l ear l y ,  gender d i d  not have e f f ec t  towards topi c -

i n i t i a t i on pat tern , i f  any ,  the d i f f eren ce was very 

sma l l .  There was no resu l t prove that the women , as t he 

who l e ,  were more suppo r t i ve in t h i s  pattern . Converse l y , 

the men who were more f a c i l i ta t i ve , considering t he fac t 

that they r a i sed more top i c s than t he women . I t  m i g h t  be 
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due to t he c on tex t of the c onversa t i ons : they me t for 

the f i rs t  t i me . " Peop l e  mee t i n g  for the f i rs t  t i me a re 

more l i k e l y  t o  ' s tand on c e remony � "  ( West & 

Z i mmerman , 1983 : 106 ) . T he con tex t m i g h t  i n duce t he in

f l uence towards the respondents ' pa t te rn . 

Age a l so d i d  n o t  i n f l uence t he pat tern . A fema l e  

responden ts when cou p l ed wi th an o l der man d i d  n o t  

a l ways l ess succ essfu l than t he man . O n  t he con trary , in 

c on tex t 3 ,  i n  w h i c h  2 5  year o l d  fema l es we re cou p l ed 

wi th 30 year o l d  ma l es , thei r suc c ess f u l  topic percen t

age were equa l to , or hig her than the ma l es .  In con te x t  

2 ,  in whi c h  2 5  year o l d  ma l es were pai red w i t h  30 year 

o l d  fema l es ,  age a l so c ou l d  n o t  e x p l a in t he p a t tern . Ml 

was l ess success f u l  when conversed w i t h  a very t a l kac

ti ve o l der woman since s he dom i n a ted the ta l k  and Ml 

f i n a l l y  was not i n heren t l y  i n teres ted and i n i t ia ted 

topi c s  j us t  to f u l f i l l  his ' du ty to ta k e  his turns · .  

( See I I I . 3 . 2 . 2 )  That was why h i s  topic f a i l ed . M2 was 

mQre success fu l t han 30 year o l d  woman he con versed 

wi t h , for she su pported an d deve l o ped h i s  top i c s . ( See 

I I I . 3 . 2 . 6 )  M3 reac hed an equa l percen tage of successf u l  

topic-in i t ia t i on when ta l k ed w i t h  a 3 0  year o l d  woman 

( See I I I . 3 . 2 . 1 ) . 

I t  seemed the speak ers ' and t he i r  partners · 

c ha rac ters i n f l uenced more t han age or gender . A f ac i l i 

tative woman coup l ed wi th a fac i l i t a t i ve man wou l d  make 

more success fu l c onversa t ion a l  top i c s ; a f ac i l i ta t i ve 
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respon den t cou p l ed w i th an un f ac i l i ta t i ve res pon den t 

wou l d  make l ess successfu l topic s ,  and so on . The devia-

tion f rom Fi shman " s  theory c ou l d  be seen here . 

I I I . 4 I NTERRUPTI ON 

I I I . 4 . 1  CONTEXT l :  25 VEAR OLD MALES AND 25 VEAR OLD 

FEMALES 

I I I . 4 . 1 . l  CONVERSATI ON 1 ( BETWEEN HALE 1 (H1 ) AND FEMALE 

1 (Fl ) )  

1•blr 111.4.l.l  Tiii frrq111ncy of intrrruption·initi•tion p•ttrrn 

Jnterruption·lnitiation 

lfl 4 (QOl) 

Fl 1 (201) 

Total 5 ( 100%) 

Ml d id most o f  the in terru p t i ons in t he con versa-

t i on ( SOY. ) , wh i l e  F I  in terrup ted on l y  once . One of his 

i n terru p tions c hanged the con versa t iona l top ic being 

ta l k ed about . 

111 i Sehrang? 
Fl 1 [Jaughs] Mis, selarang ya gitu-gilu. [chuckJes] Yir lerii Yi 

-+ Ill 1 L Tapi lenal saaa: Ratih udah 
la.a tan? 

He i n terru pted Fl ' s  answer to h i s  own ques t i on , and , a t  

t he same t i me , dest ruc ted t he previous topi c . 

I n terruption operated to " d i sorgan i ze the con ver-

sation a l  topic and d i sru p ted turns a t  ta l k "  ( West & 

Z i mmerman , i n  Thorne , Kramarae , & Hen l ey ,  1989 : 1 0 5 ) . 
._ 
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Acco rd ing to Ho l mes ( 1 992 : 326 ) , the one being in terrup t

ed ,  espec i a l l y  the woman , d ropped her u t terances wi th 

l i t t l e  or no protest at a l l .  I t  happen ed tc Fl too . She 

even g ave response to Ml ' s  in terru p t i on in the form of a 

question and the previous topic d i ssappeared , rep l aced 

by the topi c pursued by Ml . 

Bu t the o t he r  3 i n terruption s  had more faci l i ta

t ive c ha rac teri s tic to the deve l opmen t of t he topic s .  

Li ke i n  the fo l l owing excerp t . 

Fl 1 Alu enggat tahu def inisinya yang tepat untut tawin ( siri itu giaana sih? 
__,.11 1 Kawin siri itu 9ini 1 .  

H e  t r i ed to ex p l a in to her ·a bout ' k awi n  s i ri ' . He d i d  

not c hang e  t he course of t he t o p i c  b u t  suppor ted i t .  Bu t 

i t  m i g ht a l so be a s i gn a l  of h i s  impa t i ence to take the 

turn a s  soon a s  possi b l e  ( to g i ve ex p l an a t i on ) .  

Fl ' s  on l y · i n terrupt ion d i d  n o t  have any tenden cy 

to destroy or d i sorgan i z e  t he topic . On the c on t rary , i t  

g ave respon se to M l ' s  rema r k . 

11 1 • • • •  lihat t1r1ina1 l  gitu, tahu-tahu dia 1a1uk . /?/. lo anat ini nggat 1bayar! Na : ,  
gitu-( gitu itu. ' 

.-. Fl 1 0 tetahuan ya. llatsudnya • •  e tot • •  Tiap 1ata tuliah dia tan 11sti 1bayar. 

Tannen ( 1 984 ) s ta ted tha t in terrup t ions mig ht show 

en t husi asm and in teres t ; " how e>tc: i ted an d in terest I 

a m " . ( p . 60 ) . I t  might be the imp l ic i t  message o f  F1 ' s  

in terru p t i on . 

In terru p t i on s  mi g h t  i n d i c a t e  d i f f eren t power of 

ma l e  and fema l e ,  thoug h the in terrup ter , espec i a l l y  the 

ma l e ,  probab l y  does not rea l i ze i t .  Thu s , here Ml d i d  

in te rru p t , but h e  proba b l y  d id n o t  mean t o  domi n a te the 
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conversa t ion . I t  was l i k e  a ha b i t  for him . 

I I I . 4 . 1 . 2 CONVERSAT I ON 2 ( BETWEEN HALE 2 (�2) AND FEHRLE 

2 (F2) ) 

T1bJ1 lll.f.1 .2 Thi fr1quency of 1nterruption-initi•t1on p1ttern 

Interruption-Initiation 

"2 4 (&OX) 

F2 J (20%) 

Total 5 (JOOX) 

The man d i d  mos t of the i n terru ptions ( 80� ) , whi l e  

the fema l e  on l y  once . From h i s  four in terru ption s ,  on e 

of them was the con ti n ua t i on of h i s  previous remark that 

ha l ted , proba b l y bec ause he tr ied to f i nd the r i g h t  

word . A n d  then , a f ter F 2  he l ped h i m  C to f in d  the word ) , 

he con ti nued thoug h i n terrup ted F2 . 

"2 1 Custoaer Service. Tat rasa • • • • •  ya ada hubungannya. Soalnya tan, • • •  

F2 : Langsung itu ya, berhadapan dengan : 
� ft2 : Ule-eh, kita psikologi itu tan 1e1ang selalu b�rhadapan saaa 

aanusia .  

He in terrupted , but a t  t he same time , con ti nued h i s  

f i rs t  u t teran c e . 

On e in terrup t i on l ie1 d  mor-e su pportive than destruc-

t i ve f un c t i on s in c e  it gave commen t to F2 " s  rema r k . 

"2 : Udah l a1a kenal sa1a Ralih? 
F2 1 Nda:t ,  barusan itu. Kan • •  dilenal lan te1en, l -> 

-. lt2 : llarusan?J 0 yang ngasih lahu /ilu/? } 
F2 1 L [a naae) He-eh. 

He showed h i s  in ten se l i s ten i n g  to F2 ' s  u t terance . 

Considered too h i s  remar k " Ba ru san? " . Wes t and Z immerman 
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( in Thorn e ,  Kramarae , & Hen l ey ,  1993 : 1 0 5 ) said tha t an 

in terru pt ion s howed pass i ve l i sten ing and d i sregarded 

the par tner ' s  remark . Bu t those c harac ters d i d  not a pp l y  

here . 

The o t her two in terru p t i ons , in c on trast , s i g-

n a l l ed h i s  d i sregardness toward F2 ' s  remark . When they 

were ta l k in g  a bout ' the po l u t ion in Gres i k ' ,  he i n ter-

rup ted F2 ' s  con t r i bu t i on to the speak ing . 

112 1 Jtu tu hirg1 lesehit1n nd1l bisi dinil1i dengan seperti itu. 
F2 1 ly1, lal1u bertahun-tahun si itu lena 1nu y1, 1uda1h l 

-+12 a Katanya 1eaang • •  ada penyalit  
yang • • •  sa1pai, apa na1anya i tu? • • • • ftenahun itu Jo. 

" The r i g h t  of t he fema l e  to speak was c asua l l y  d i sre-

gard ed by the ma l e " . ( West & Z i mmerman , i n  Karp & 

Yoe l s , 1983 : 180 ) . I t  seemed he d i d  not pay a t ten tion to 

her and c on t i nued his previous ta l k .  He domina ted the 

ta l k .  

T he woman i n terrupted onc e .  They were ta l k i ng 

a bout how l on g  M2 h ad been work ing in the ban k .  

112 J Ya e1pat bulan lah • • • • • •  E1pat bula1n, 
_,. F2 1 L [a bank) cabang tana? 

She was s ti l l  i n  the c ou rse of " t he ban k "  topic and her 

in terru p tions m i g ht mean to su pport the topic . 

On l y  one of M2 ' s  in terru ption s  signa l l ed h i s 

domi n a t i on . He used i t  to " con tro l one ' s ( h i s ) turns a t  

ta l k "  ( Wes t & Z i mmerman , in Thorne , Kramarae , & 

Hen l ey , 1983 : 1 1 1 ) . 
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I I I . 4 . 1 . 3 CONVERSATI ON 3 ( BETWEEN HALE 3 (H3) AND FEHALE 

3 (F3) ) 

T•ble 111.4.J.3 The frequency of interruption-initi•tion p1ttern 

Jnterruptian·Initiatian 

13 1 ( 100%1 

f 3 0 (01) 

Total 1 ( 100%1 

M3 d i d  i n terrut ion onc e  that was the on l y  in ter-

ru ption in the conversa t i on . F3 gave none at a l l in the 

12 m i n u tes conversa t i on . The in terrup tion occ u red when 

she was ta l k in g  a bout her f ami l y .  

F3 1 O, iya : .  /Kalau aku tedua/. Ada lagi • • • • •  Di atas ( dua tahun. 
-+ltl 1 lleduaJ Seaua berapa? 

f3 I [lpat.  

Not ic ed M3 ' s  remark " Kedua . " .  I t  signa l l ed h i s  in tense 

l i s ten in g  to F3 ' s  ta l k .  Then he in terru p ted . 

Wes t  & Z i mmerman sta ted tha t in terru p t i on s howed 

that the speak e r  d i d not reg a rd the par tner ' s  ta l k .  I t  

c hanged or d i sorgan i zed the conversationa l topi c s . 

I n  con tras t , M3 ' s  in terru p tion , in t h i s  case , d i d  

deve l o ped the construc tion of the top i c  being t a l ked 

abou t .  In I I I . 1 . 1 . 3 cou l d  be seen tha t F3 was more 

passi ve than M3 that made him pro posed many ques t i ons to 

mo t i vate her to c on t r i bu te more . Thus t he ques tion 

occu red as an i n terru p t i on above cou l d  be the su ppo rt i ve 

on e .  He probab l y  d id not mean to exert h i s  ' domi n a tion ' ,  

bu t rather suppor ted F3 . Ac c or d i n g  to Graddo l and Swann 

I 

I 
I I 
I 
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( 1 989 : 80 ) , i n terrupt i on may even be suppo r t i ve , d epend 

on t he conte x t . 

I I I . 4 . 2  CONTEXT 2 :  25 VEAR OLD HALES AND 30 VEAR OLD 

FEMALES 

I I I . 4 . 2 . 1  CONVERSAT I ON 4 ( BETWEEN HALE 3 (H3) AND FEHALE 

4 (F4) ) 

Tablt III.4.2.l Thi fr1quency of interruption-initiation pattern 

Interruption-Initiation 

H3 8 ( 72.71) 

f4 3 .  ( 27.31) 

Total 11 ( 1001) 

M3 d id most of t he i n terruption s  ( 72 . 7Y. ) , w h i l e  F4 

on l y  d i d  27 . 3Y. of the who l e  i n terru pt i ons . 

6 o f  the man ' s  in terru p t i ons made the woman d ro p  

h e r  u t terance . That cou l d  b e  seen i n  the f o l l owing 

excerpt . 

F4 : Alu nggal 1au ngaJar di SHA. Apa, anal-anal segitu, • •  besar-besar. &urunya segini ,  
("3 chucUes) 

digodain e atu ,  lalau S 
-+ N3 : l /Ya, saapeyan tan digudoi/,  ( laughs) 

F4 : Wo segitu e. , , , ,  Wong alu SHP kayak 
......, N3 : L Lo , lot , ,  lol digudoi. Njarale ilu lo, ladang-

ladang yo? (chuckles) 

M3 i n terru pted twice w i t h  tpe same core and F4 a l ways 

d ropped her speak i n g . In her f i rs t  remark , s he was 

proba b l y  a bout to spea k " Ka l au SMP " , bu t t hen g o t  i n ter-

rup�ed . S he t r i ed to c on t i n ue her f i rst rema rk by the 

second one and was in terru p ted ag ain . She did not t ry to 
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do t he t h i rd e f fort and d rop ped t he thing s he wan ted to 

t"a l k  abou t . She " g ave 1.1 p  the f l oor wi th l i tt l e  or no 

protes t " . ( Ho l mes ,  1 993 : 326 ) 

Here M3 d i sorgan i z ed the c onstruc t i on o f  c onversa-

tion a l  topics and took F4 ' s  r i g h t  t o  b e  engaged in the 

conversa t i on . 

Man y ti mes he d i rrec ted the course o f  t he topi c s . 

For i n s tance , he d i rrec ted the f ema l e ' s spea k ing a bou t 

" the ex pensive price of YW Kombi " into " t he potency o f  

t he c ar t o  b e  burn t " . 

F4 : VN Koabi itu sekarang 1ahal !  
"'3 : ltosot se? · 

F4 : l Lo, iya ! • • •  lte&U yang uluran ( panjang 
-+ Ill 1 Tapi , VN Koabi itu seiarang itu 1bal , 

apa naaanya? • • •  VN VW itu sering tebakaran. 

And again t he f ema l e  gave 1.1p the f l oor by ask ing : 

F4 : Kenapa? 

There was a l so an i n terrupt ion t ha t  deve l oped the 

topic and a t  t he same t i me suppor ted F4 ' s  rema r k . 

F4 : • •  sana l o  kuliah 1U1pung aasih anu. Ndak 1au ( talau 
�Ill : Ndal 1au? . . .  Selarang 'nggal luliah 

dia? lggak disaabi? 

He responded and t hus con ti nued or deve l oped her s peak -

ing . 

F4 ' s  in terru p t i on s , on the con trary , were l ess 

d i srup t i ve . One o f  them c on t i n ued t he c ourse of the 

topic bei n g  ta l k ed abou t . 

F4 1 Naik 1obil jenasah itu. [laughs) 
Wl : /?I. /lo lot bisa itu l o?. 

--t f4 : ( Alu 1anglel aku. Koyol gat du•e 1obil ae, [a na1e] ! .  

Even one o f  them was on l y  a n  ' in te r ru p t i on can-

. I 
I 
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d id a te ' s i n c e  she d i d  n o t  con t inue her rema r k  to be the 

rea l in terru p ti on . 

13 1 0 pinter y1, lihai ( tanganny1, ] letr11pilan terus. 
�F4 1 Soalnya 

On l y  on e of hers d i d  c hanged t he topi c . They 

prev i ous l y  ta l k ed about ' t he p l an of s i x  d ays work i n g ' ,  

t hen she shi f ted t he topic in to : 

. F4 1 01 tak bilangin [a na1eJ.  [a na1eJ 1 [a na11J , te1en1u kerja di [a coapany], Pajeki 
ae, [a na1e]. 

Thus M3 ' s  in terru p t i on s  were more d i sru p t i ve· than 

F4 ' s . West and Z i mmerman said that i t  was an i n d i ca to r  

of a d i f feren t  power between t he man a n d  the woman . Bu t 

M3 proba b l y  d i d  not mean i t .  His in terru p t ions m i g h t be 

in ter pre ted as " in te rest and en thusi asm " ( Tannen , 

1 984 : 78 ) . I t  was l i ke a hab i t  for t he man thoug h his 

rea l in ten t i on possi b l y  was not l i ke that . Hi s n umber 

o f  in terru p t i on inc reased c ompared to when he conversed 

wi t h  F3 . ( See I I i . 4 . 1 . 3 )  I t  m i g h t  be d u e  to F4 ' s  ta l k ac-

ti �eness , whi l e  F3 was passive . 

I I I . 4 .2 . 2 CONVERSATI ON 5 ( BETWEEN HALE 1 (H1 ) AND FEHALE 

5 (F5) ) 

Table 111.4.2.2 The frequency af interruption-ini tiation pattern 

Interruption-Initiation 

"1 4 (66.7%) 

F5 2 (33.31 )  

Total 6 ( 1�1) 

I t  c ou l d  be seen t h a t  t he re was no c hanges on Ml ' s  

\ 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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pa ttern of in terrup t i on , whe ther he c on versed w i th the 

same age fema l e  �es pondent ( See I I I . 4 . 1 . 1 )  or w i h  the 

o l der one . He sti l l  i n terrupted more o f ten than the 

f ema l e .  

None o f  h i s  destruc ted t he conversa t i on a l  topi c s , 

t houg h in terrupted F5 and three t imes s he d ro p ped her 

ta l k  because of being in ter ru p ted . When they were ta l k - I 
• I 

ing a bou t her ex per ien c e  when a p p l ying for POLWAN , she 

was i n ter ru pted by Ml . 

F5 : Sabtu dipanggil ,  POLNAN 
-+ 111 : L Pu • , pas anu ya? • • • •  Pa: s  libur berarti Sabtu ya? \ 

He d id n o t  d i so rg an i ze the topic and h i s  in terrupt i on \ 
showed h i s  in tense l i s ten ing to FS ' s . Thus , i t  d i d  not ( 
o perate as s ta t ed by Wes t and Z immerman ( in Thorn e ,  

Kramarae , & Hen l ey , 1989 : 10 5 )  that i n ter ru ptions showed 

l ac k  of a t ten t i on to the partner ' s  ta l k .  He d i d  n o t  a l so 

e>: treme l y take her r i g h t  to be engaged in conversa t i on . 

H i s  in terru p t i on gave her suc h k i nd o f  r i g h t  for i t  

i n v i ted her n e x t  remark . 

F5 ' s  in terru p t i on s  m i g h t si gna l her impa t i en c e  to 

ta k e  her turn . I t  cou l d  be seen when Ml ta l ked a bout the 

su r�ey d on e  by Rati h .  He spoke at l en g th and t hen 

reac hed the remark : 

ftl : Yo wis • • • • •  Athirnya ( terus ternyata sebelu1 ] 
-f> f5 1 La aku enggat tok. . . . .  Tapi !Ha ditelpon • • • •  

I t  seemed s he c ou l d  not res i s t  to te l l  h im abou t he r own 

ex pe r i en c e  re l a ted to the wr i ter ' s  researc h .  At tha t 

time , i t  d id not the f ema l e  who gave u p  the f l oor , but 

I 
\ .. 
I 
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I I 
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t he man . 

S ti l l ,  he in terrupted more of ten that was c on s i d-

e red by Wes t  and Z i mmerman as a signa l o f  d i f f eren t 

power between man and woman i n  a c ross-sex c onversa tion . 

He in terrupted though he might be n o t  mean to show his 

' power ' , bu t ra ther h i s  support . 

Thus , t he age d i d  n o t  i n f l uenc e  him to c hange h i s  

pa t tern t o  b e  l esser than t h e  fema l e ' s  in terru p t i ons . 

Gen d er seemed to p l ay more ro l e  here . 

I I I . 4 . 2 . 3  CONVERSATI ON 6 ( BETWEEN HALE 2 (H2) AND FEHRLE 

6 (F6} ) 

Table 111.4.Z.J The frequency at interruption-initiation pattern 

Interruption-Initiation 

"2 3 (75%) 

f 6 1 (25%) 

Tolil 4 ( 100%) 

M2 , thoug h c onversed wi th an o l de r  woman , he sti l l  

in terrup ted more o f ten ( 751. ) , whi l e  the woman on l y  25% . 

One of h i s  even c hanged the prev ious topic that F6 ' s  had 

a l o t of bro t hers and s i s ters that was i n t roduced by M2 . 

"2 : Banyal juga ya. (laughs) 
F6 : lo banyat. Jaaan dulu tan banyat ya? Net saili 

[
tan 

[chuckling] • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  ) 
-... "2 : Ute-ehJ Baslara: berapa abat? 

He c hanged t he topic a bru p t l y  and c u t  F2 ' s  response to 

h i s  remark . He pu rsued h i s  own top ic , and F6 gave up 

wi thou t protest by an swering 

I I 
I 
I 
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F6 : Baslara Jaya dua. 

a�d the previous topic was gon e .  

Anot her i n terru p t i on m i g h t  be showed h i s  d i sre-

g a rdness toward t he woman ' s  s peak ing he in terrup ted . 

ft2 : Kalau dulu lan • • • • e, sudah sering di lapangan. lya. 
f 6 : ( 1 )  L Pindah-pindah ya? J 

(2) Enal Mong pengala1annya banyak ya, ( kalau di /kontraltor/. 
�112 : Kal au pindah-pindahnya sih nggat. 

He d i d  not l is ten to F6 ' s  sta temen t ( � 1 ) ) ,  but to ( 2 ) . 

He correc ted ( 1 )  ra t her t han res ponded to ( 2 ) . 

Bu t one of h i s  in terruption s  d i sp l ayed h i s  exci te-

men t to F6 ' s  remark . 

f6 1 Satu-satu sal bendel , nel sepuluh bendel ,.tan sudah sepulu:h!J Nah, •is. 
--t> "2 : l Na: ,  aakanya. Itu lan hdang juga • • •  

He showed h i s  in terest t o  F6 ' s  and " hard l y  con tained " 

himse l f ( Tannen , 1984 : 60 ) . 

F6 ' s  on l y  one i n ter ru pt i on f ac i l i tated the conver-

sation a l  topi c . 

ft2 1 /Kungkin/ sudah pindah pal (a na1e) itu ya? 
...., F6 : ( "ana ini? Telul Toaini apa pal (the nHe) itu? 

Thus two of M2 ' s  in terru p t i ons opera ted · on the 

Wes t  and Z immerman ' s  t heory ( i n Thorn e ,  Krama rae , & 

Hen l ey , 1983 ) . They destroyed the con ve rs a t i on a l  · topi c , 

took t he pa r tner ' s  r i g h t  to con versate , and d i s p l ayed 

l ac k  of a t ten t i on . The man ' s  c harac teri s t i c s  of i n ter-

ru p t i on pattern re l a ted to " a  se x u a l  d i vi sion " between 

the two i n terac tan ts ( p . 1 0 ) . O l der age of the fema l e  

responden ts d i d  n o t  made h i m  in terrupted l ess f requen t l y  

than her . 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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I I I . 4 . 3  CONTEXT 3 :  30 YEAR OLD MALES AND 25 YEAR OLD 

FEMALES 

I I I . 4 . 3 . 1  CONVERSAT I ON 7 ( BETWEEN HALE 4 (H4) AND FEHALE 

1. (F1 ) )  

T1bl1 111.4.J.l The frequency of interruption-initi1tion pattern 

In terruption-Initiation 

114 1 ( 50% ) 

Fl 1 (50%) 

Total 2 ( 100%) 

F l  on l y  d id one in terru p t i on in t he 12 m i n u tes 

conversa tion . Even i t  had more suppo r t i ve c ha rac teristic 

than d i srupt ive t houg h s to pped M4 ' s  speak i n g . 

"4 : Suppliernya se1en1 .  Ya, alat seperti l 
--. Fl 1 0 alat anu, bangunan itu ya? 

114 I L He-eh • 

.. 

S he con t inued M4 ' s  u t teranc e  thoug h in terru p ted . I t  

d i spl ayed her i n ten se l i sten i n g . 

M4 ' s  i n terru p t i on came a f te r  F! ' s  very l ong re-

mark . He on l y  gave few res ponses to hers and then i n ter-

rupted . 

Fl : kalau kita sendiri , ya 1ungkin a1pun • • • • •  Yang diajari berapa, [ /anaknya/ .  
(chuckl ingJ 

-. 114 : Tapi agak suli t • •  

ngajari • •  anak-anak SD? Apa? Agak su l i t  ya? 

I t  c ou l d  be noted , both f rom her tone and in terna l 

pauses wi thin her t a l k ,  F l  had bec ome ra ther l i st l ess to 

con t i nue her ta l k  that m i g h t  be due to M4 ' s  pass iveness 

who on l y  responded very l i t t l e .  

Wes t  and Z immerman ( in T horn e ,  Kramarae , & Hen l ey ,  

I 

[ .. 
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1983 : 109 ) argued that ma l es tend to in terrupt fema l es 

when t hey , the fema l es ,  ta l k  on a t  l en g th . The men tried 

" to g e t  a word a t  edgew i se " , or , put in ano ther way , 

they were impa t i en t  for n o t  being a b l e to ta l k .  

Here Fl ta l k ed a t  l en g th and then M4 in terrup ted . 

But t he ma l e ' s in terru p t i on seemed not to operate to get 

a word a t  edgewise , that i s  to take t he turn . He seem-
. ·  

ing l y  t ried t o  show t o  F l  his a t ten t ion to her ta l k  by 

inserting t he i n terruption . He fe l t  ra ther uneasy · prob-

ab l y  because he noticed her more and more l i s t l ess ln 

ta l k in g . 

He d i d  n o t  pu rsue h i s  own agenda for he l et her to 

con t inue her ta l k  ( a t l en g th ) . However ,  he d id not 

c hange t he course o f  t he topi c , bu t suppor ted i t .  

Thus , Fl s ti l l  d id n o t  c hange her pa ttern f rom her 

prev ious conversat i on w i t h  Ml ( See I I I . 4 . 1 . 1 )  and her 

in terrup tions d id not have any d isruptive e f fec t to the 

convers a t i on a l  topi c . 
) 

I I I . 4 . 3 . 2 CONVERSATI ON 8 ( BETWEEN HALE S (HS) AND FEHALE 

2 (F2) ) 

Table 111.4.J.2 The frequency at interruption-initiation pattern 

Interruption-Initiation 

115 1 ( 501 1 

F2 1 ( 5011 

Total 2 ( 1001) 

MS " s  in terru p t i on con tr i bu ted to F2 · s  core of 
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ta l k .  

· F2 1 Karcisnya tan? • • • • •  Kan ada yang dijual te11nnya [ jadi 
_,. 115 1 llo iluJ Iii , 1urah! Dapet rotol lagi . 

M2 ' s  in terru p t i on here m i g h t  be signa l h i s  in terest to 

the topi c . 

The fema l e  g ave two i n teruptions . A l l o f  them d i d  

n o t  d isorgan i z e  the conversa tiona l top i c s , or , put 

ano ther way , they f ac i 1 i ta ted the conv.ersationa l topi cs . 

115 : llutar f i le1 pernah • • • •  Soalnya tita 
� F2 : L Dulu  kalanya ITS ada • •  yang 1utar file• ·111 kayak 

• • • • •  laser disk ilu ya? 

She d i d  not c hange the course of t he man ' s  ta l k .  

I n  convers a t i on a ,  though t he man was o l d er than 

the woman , she in terrupted more . T hus in t h i s  c onversa-

tion the age cou l d  not cause the " subord i n a te one 11 , the 

term used by West and Z i mmerman to refer to the woman , 

even here in t h i s  conversation was younger than t he man , 

to l essen her i n terrupt i on s . Bu t ,  t he woman ' s  i n terrup-

tion were s ti l l  not d i sruptive to the cons truc t i on o f  

the con versa t i ona l topics . 

I I I . 4 . 3 . 3  CONVERSATI ON 9 ( BETWEEN HALE 6 (H6 ) AND FEHALE 

3 (F3J ) 

Table 111.4.J.J The freQuency of interruption-initiation pattern 

Jnterruplion-Jnilialion 

116 1 ( 1001) 

' 

f 3 0 (01) 

Total 1 ( 1001) 

I 
I 
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M6 ' s  in terrupt ion made F3 d rop her spea k i ng and he 

pursued anothe r  topi c . 

F3 1 Belajar ber1asyaralat, ya 
...... 116 1 [ Tapi 1bal F3 sebelu1 tinggal di 1ini , di 1ana? 

Bef ore i t ,  he ta l k ed a bou t a private m a t te r  he experi-

enc ed at a board ing-house where he stayed . I t  seemed he 

t hen rea l i z ed that i t  was n o t  an appropr i a te thing to be 

said to h i s  new acqua i n tance and s h i f ted to another 

top ic abrupt l y .  I t  d i so rg an i zed the prev i ous topic . He 

m i g h t  not mean to d i sregard F3 ' s  commen t to h i s  t a l k ,  

bu t he m i g h t  be j us t  f ee l  r a t her uneasy and au thoma t i -

c a l l y  c hanged t h e  topic . . ' 

F3 , converse l y ,  d i d  not g i ve an y i n terruption . Her 

p a t tern d id not c han ge f rom her f i rs t  c onversation wi th 

M3 ( See I I I . 4 . 1 . 3 ) . 

I I I . 4 . 4  ANALYSI S  OF THE WHOLE CONVERSATI ONS 

T1•J1 111.4.4 Tiit frtqutncy of interruption·initi1tion pittern 

Interruption-Initiation 

Ken 27 (71 .11) 

lo1en 11 (28.91) 

Total 38 ( 1001) 

A to ta l o f  38 in terru p tions were observed , of 

whic h twen ty-seven or 71 . l Y. were ma l e-in i t i a ted . Ma l es 

in t�rrup ted mo re of ten i n  7 o f  9 conversa t i ons and on l y  

two o thers dev i ated . I n  c onversation 8 the fema l e  in ter-

rup ted more of ten than the ma l e  ( 66 . 7'l. or 2 of 3 ) , and 

I �  
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bo th of t he responden ts in c on versa tion 7 had an equ a l 

number of i n terru p t i on s  ( eac h of them was 1 ) .  But i t  

s hou l d  be n o t i c ed here that bo th o f  the women in t he two 

conversa tions g ave in te rru p t ions that were f a c i l i ta t i ve 

to t he conversa tion a l  topi c . They d i d  not des t ruc t t he 

conversat i on a l  topic as sta ted by West and Z immerman ( in 

Thorn e , Krama rae , & Hen l ey , 1983 : 105 ) . 

B u t  as a who l e ,  the ma l e  responden ts in terrupted 

more than t he fema l es .  They m i g h t  not mean to dominate 

or to take over bid in the conversa tions , thoug h there 

were some of them rea l l y  showed the i r  d i s regardness to 

the partners ' ta l k .  

Gender seemed to p l ay more ro l e  t han age for the 

men s t i l l  i n terru pted more f requen t l y  than the fema l e  

responden ts o f  5 years o l der age . Age d i d  not c hange the 

tenden cy of men to i n terrupt women . 

Gof f man sta ted that soc i a l  oc casion s  e x pe r i enced 

by men and women a re " n o t  immune "  to the in f l uen ce of 

" e>: terna l l y rea l i z ed matters " whi c h  

a re g i ven some o f f i c i a l  p l ace and wei g h t  
in most encoun ters , f i guring a s  avowed e l e
men ts in the s i tua tion , even if on l y  as de ter
minan ts of the terms of add ress emp l oyed , as 
when two cus tomers are trea ted a l i k e  except 
that one is c a l l ed Si r and the ot her Mi ss . 
( c i ted f rom West & Z i mme rman , in Thorn e , Kra

marae , & Hen l ey , 1 983 : 1 1 0 )  

Thus when ma l e  and fema l e  responden ts encoun ter 

one another for t he f i rst t i me , t hey s t i l l  take in to 

accoun t the c i rc umstances they sha re in the soc i e ty . 

Though the fema l es are un i versi ty g rad uates and wor kers , 
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t he same w i t h ma l es ,  the p a t tern o f  i n terrup t i on d i d not 

c hange . 

I t  mi g h t  be due to t he i n f l uen c e  o f  soc i et y  where 

t hey have been l i v i n g  u n t i l n ow . T hou g h  t here i s  ex pan d 

i n g  o p po rt un i ty f o r  women in ed ucat ion an d wor k i ng a rea , 

bu t t he d i f f erences be tween women and men s t i l l persis t .  

They a re s t i l l t rea ted d i f f e ren t l y  by t h e  soc i e t y . 

proba b l y  s in c e  their c h i l d hood . " Women are eviden t l y  

soc i a l i sed f rom ear l y  c hi l d hood to e x pec t to be in ter

r u p ted ( by men ) "  ( Ho l mes , 1 992 : 326 ) for t here were s tud

ies f ound t ha t  d aug h ters were in terru p ted more an d that 

some boys s ta r ted prac tising t h is s t ra tegy for d om in a t

in g the ta l k  a t  a ve ry ea r l y  age . Women are e x pec ted to 

" g ive in " to men . 

T hus in t e r r u p t ion p a t tern i s  natura l f o r  the man . 

As a ha b i t thoug h he m ig h t  n o t  mean to e x e r t  h i s  power .  

On t he c on t ra ry , the woman u sua l l y gave u p  t he f l oor 

w hen g o t  i n terru p ted . I n terru p t i on c onst i tu tes 

di f f eren t i a l  read i l l y  f oun d in bo t h  ord i n ary 

traord i n a ry se t t ing in whi c h  men an d women c ome 

" a  power 

and e>: -

toge th-· 

er " ( We s t  & Z immerman . in T ho rne , K rama rae , & Hen l ey ,  

1 983 : 1 1 1 ) . Un ac qu ain ted peo p l e  me t for the f i rs t  t ime 

whe re t hey were ex pec ted to ln hi b i t  pa t tern of in terrup

t i on re l a ted to d i f f eren t powe r be tween ma l e  and f ema l e ,  

the pat tern was s t i l l  based on gen d e r ,  ra ther t han ag e .  
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