
ABSTRACT 

Women are c l a i med to be more coopera t�ve than men 
in thei r c on versa t i on s , whi l e  men a re more compe t i tive . 
Thus , they have d i f feren t c harac teri stic in the pa tterns 
of ask ing ques t i on , min ima l response , to pic-i n i t i a t ion , 
and in terru p t i on , espec i a l l y  i n  c ross-sex conversa tions . 
The d i f f e rences occ u r  rega rd l es of re l a ted status bet
ween man and woman . T he d i f feren t c harac teri s ti c s  a re 
due to d i f feren t trea tmen ts o f  soc i ety fer men and 
women ; they are treated d i f feren t l y ,  even f rom ear l y  
c hi l d hood , i n  term o f  power . 

The researc h was done for previ ous l y  unacquain ted 
men and women f rom the b i g  c i ty o f  Surabaya . Ma l e  re
sponden ts of 25 were pai red w i th f ema l es o f . 25 in con
tex t 1 ;  f ema l es of 30 were pai red w i t h  ma l es of 25 in 
con te�t 2 ;  and fema l es of 25 were pai red w i t h  ma l es of 
30 in c on tex t 3 .  T he obj ec t i ve was to f in d  out thei r 
i n terac ti on a l  pa t tern f o r  th� pa t terns men t i oned a bove. 

From the resu l t  i t  cou l d  be c onc l uded that the 
f i rs t  t hree pat terns d i d  not opera te as l inguists 
c l a imed . T hey were not based on gender and age ,  except 
for m i n i m a l  response in c on tex t 3:  ma l e  respondents of 
30 ' s  responses were mos t l y  d i scourag i n g , in t he sense 
that they d i d  n o t  g i ve su pport to t hei r f ema l e  partne�s ·  
ta l k .  Gend er i n f l uenced t he in terruption pa t te rn : the 
men i n terrupted t he women , reg ard l ess o f  whether t he 
women were younger , older , or o f  the same age . 
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KEY TO TRANSCRI PT I ON 

noticea b l e  pause o r  break in rhythm ( l ess than 0 . 5  

second ) 

• • •  ha l f  sec ond pause 

an ext ra dot is added for eac h ha l f  second of pause 

under l i n e  m a r k s  empha tic s t ress 

? ma r k s  yes / no ques t i on r i s i n g  in tonati on 

mar k s  a g l o t t a l  stop , o r  abrupt cutting o f  sound , as 

in " u h-oh " 

: i n d i c a tes l en g t hened vowe l sound ( ex tra c o l ons i n -

d i c a te g reater l en g then ing 

-> a t  l e f� of l i ne hig h l i g h ts poi n t  of an a l ys is 

-> a t  r i g ht o f  l in e  i n d i c a tes sen tence con t inues wi th-

ou t break in rhythm ( l ook for n e x t  line) 

I?/ i n d i c a tes t ran sc r i p t i on imposs i b l e  

/words/ wi t hi n  s l ashes i n d icate uncertain t ransc ri ption 

[br�c ke ts] a re used for c ommen ts on q ua l i ty o f  speec h 1. 
and con tex t [ Brac kets be tween l i nes i n d icate over l apping speec h 

Two peop l e  ta l k i n g  at the same t i me 

B rac k e ts on two l i ne l i n d i c ate sec ond u tteran ce l a tc hed 

on to f i rs t , w i t hou t perc epti b l e  pause 

(cited from Tannen, 1984:xix) 
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