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Abstract

For some people, listening to rock music may not be fun or interesting.
Listening to rock music may cause a headache or raise the blood pressure, or get
somebody into a serious heart attack because of its strong marked rhythm or beat.
In spite of the beat many youngsters go crazy when the music is on, they scream
with excitement and move their bodies along with the music.

Bon Jovi, one of the rock music bands, is quite well known among youngsters
and has big fans from all over the world because of the songs, which are written and
composed by them. Instead of the musical arrangement, people like their songs
because of the lyrics. The lyric is so plain, simple and easy listening. But, we cannot
deny that there are a great number of people who hate Bon Jovi because they think
their lyric is sarcastic and cynical. Some of the songs distrust God and
underestimate the Christians. However, the phenomenon does not reduce the
number of the fans that is getting bigger and bigger each day. As one of the famous
rock music bands, Bon Jovi has created more than hundred of songs, and released
eight albums in their entire career since the year of 1984. Most of their songs talk
about love and life that everybody has experienced, including Jon Bon Jovi, who is
both the lead vocal of the band and the songwriter.

This thesis is a piece of research on seven types of meaning found in Bon
Jovi’s seventh album THESE DAYS, especially in the songs titled These Days and
(It’s Hard) Letting You Go. The writer chooses These Days as the object of the study
because the song has the same title as the album and considered as representing the
whole content of the album. (If’s Hard) Letting You Go is also analyzed as a
comparison and to show that the song These Days is obviously appropriate to be the
hit and chosen as the album’s title. The other twelve songs can be checked in the
appendix.

The writer wants to analyze the meaning that is contained in both songs,
These Days and (It’s Hard) Letting You Go, based on Leech’s theory of seven types
of meanings. They are conceptual meaning, connotative meaning, stylistic meaning,
affective meaning, reflected meaning, collocative meaning and thematic meaning.
Each types of meaning gives its own understanding to the whole contents of the
songs. This thesis would also try to figure out the message that the singer wants to
transfer to his listeners, and tell the reader that rock music is not only a matter of
loudness or noise. Instead, it is the way the singer (or songwriter) wants to express
his feeling.
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