
CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A.l. BACKGROUND OF TBE STUDY 

1 

The s igni ficance of the play wi l l  leave something 

unforgettable in peopl e ' s mind especial ly when it i s  

related to love and marriage . This phenomenon o f  human 

l i fe wi l l  result long di scussion since many aspects of 

l i fe can change the essence of marriage and love 

itself . Marriage is a legal union between a man and a 

woman as husband and w i fe . As traditionally conceived 

i n  Western culture, marriage combines several elements : 

first , commitment to l i fe- long companionship and to 

sexual exclusivity ; second, it i s  expressed publ icly 

in formal legal or re l igious ceremonies and it is made 

between one male and one female . I n  discu ssing the 

definition of love, W i l liam James and W i l liam Mc 

Dougal l  noted that love can be stated as an emotion or 

sentiment and instinctua l l y  based and consequently 

demanding more than that its emergence and expression 

can be observed ( 80) . Love usua l ly implies more than 

intense fee l ing and love may be restricted to feel ing 
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with strong sexual component . An instrument to unite 

love and sexual feeling i n  legal union i s  marriage . 

Play i s  important and complete literary genre 

since in the play the playwright can guide the readers 

and the audiences easi ly to the playwright ' s  intended 

message . Through The Way of The World written by 

Will iam Congreve in 1 7 0 0 ,  the readers are i nvited to 

contemplate the real ity of l i fe . The deteriorat ion of 

s incerity of marriage is not one phenomenon anymore but 

it has been one concept of love, which can be seen 

clearly in that play . People once cons ider marriage as 

a beaut i ful self-sacr i fice but it is  then shi fted to 

self-fu l f i l lment . Marriage is viewed as a co-operative 

living contract between a man and a woman co­

operat ive in every pro fitable thing - but the contract 

will be finished when these two persons do not see the 

contract as a profitable faci lity . Some people choose 

to marry because they be l ieve it is the best avenue for 

finding love , emotional support, sexual sat i s fact ion, 

an enriched sense of sel f-worth ,  and economic security . 

Marriage can be pol i t i c i zed to achieve profitable 

purposes . 

W i l l i am Congreve { 1 67 0- 1 7 2 9 )  is  the playwright of 

The Way Of The World, a play that wi l l  be discussed in 
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this thes is .  He was born in Yorksh i re . I n  1 6 91 he was 

admitted to Middle Temp le in London to study Law . I t  is 

l i kely that, l i ke young Witwoud i n  The Way Of The 

World, his interest in law is only a means to t a ke him 

to London, the center of excitement . During h i s  l i fe, 

Congreve has produced some works including nove ls and 

poems . The Way Of The World i s  one of h i s  famous works 

during Restorat ion Period . 

I n  The way of The World, Congreve is more than 

holding up to redicule the as sumption that govern that 

society of his t ime, "he could not regard love merely 

as the g rat i ficat ion of lust or as a bee t le of sexes, a 

matter o f  wit rather than feel ing" ( Encyclopedia 

Britannica : 538 ) . Mirabe l l, the ma in character of this 

play represents the ideal Restorat ion att itude, i ntense 

yet balanced, his love is based on the mutual esteem 

with no surrender of individuality . I n  Mirabe l l ' s eyes, 

love and money are va luable to be taken in account at 

a l l  t imes . Matrimony is an ideal apparatus or way to 

reach such things lega l l y . 

The writer i s  interested in The Way Of The World 

as a subj ect of her thes is because this p l ay has a 

special characterist i c  compared to other Restoration 

works . The term 'Restorat ion play' is usua l ly appl ied 
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to the plays written during the period from 1 6 60 to 

1 7 1 0 . The particular tone of Restorat ion pe riod is a 

react ion against the Puritanism, the period de fied the 

era of Engl ish Protestant in the s ixteenth and 

seventeenth centuries when it was strict in morals and 

regarded pleasure as s infu l . I n  fact , the relat ion 

between the court and the theatre was more than mere ly 

casual. In the early years of the Restorat ion , the 

Theatre depended very �reat ly on the support of 

nobi l ity, it  reflected the taste of the court and its 

activities . An Eng l i sh t radit i on of social comedy that 

treated the love game with l ightne s s , humor , and some 

ribaldry i n  Restorat ion plays , respect ively comedy was 

found eas i ly .  According to Fiskin in Congreve's The Way 

Of The World Notes, there was a strong influence which 

led to e legance of plotting, characteri zat ion ,  and 

acting ( 9) . 

Congreve ' s love passages can be graceful and 

digni f ied ; he t reat s love and marriage with obj ect ive 

rational i sm that is quite apart from the concept of 

lechery i s  something uncommon at that period though it 

rea l ly happens current ly . According to Tors ina , love is 

t rivial i zed because of anxiety toward commitment in 

marriage . Marriage i s  not viewed as an obl i gat ion 
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anymore but merely a choice . I ndividual s  tend to look 

for their sel f-sati s fact ion ; they hunt for t he i r  sel f­

potential with the i ndependent personal ity, regulate 

their l ives and chase happiness (1 6) . In  this case , the 

essence of love and marriage , wh ich base on the unified 

bond and the integrity of love is fel t  as one system 

that requi res compromis e ,  consensus , and sacrifices . 

The approach of the problem, however, is  balanced, 

love without money would be a problem; but money 

without love is not the purpose . Thi s  is the way of the 

world, Congreve depicts in h i s  play . Love without money 

is a sent imental dream, although money often corrupts 

what love there is . 

Mirabel l  is signi ficant to 

Restoration charact e r . He has 

cons ider as an ideal 

vice and virtue 

character . He has been a succe s s fu l  woman chaser . He 

arranges for the marriage of his former lover to a man 

presumably his friend in order to cover their 

reputat ion . He devises a plot that wou ld blackma i l  Lady 

Wi shfort into consen t i ng to her ward' s marriage ; 

however ,  he distrusts Faina l l, h i s  former lover' s 

husband and forestal l s  Faina l l '  s vi l lainy to protect 

his ex-mi s t ress ' s  money . 
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At the end of the play, Mi rabe l l  succeeds to 

politicize marriage . Being consented by Lady Wishfort , 

Mirabel! i s  able to marry Mil lamant and automatica l l y  

gains her wealth . 

A.2 .  S'l'ATEMENT OF '1'BE PROBLEM 

Based on the bac kground of the study above , it is 

interesting to analyze the pol i tization of marriage . 

Some interesting questions that arise in the writer' s 

mind after reading The Way Of The World can be 

formulated into these fol lowing questions : 

1 .  How far do Mirrabe l l ' s character and background 

support the pol iti zation of marriage ? 

2 .  How does Mirabe l l  resolve the confl ict arising from 

his pol iti zation of marriage toward Mil lamant ? 

A . 3 .  OBiJEC'l'IVE OF 'l'BE STUDY 

1 .  To explore Mirabel l ' s character and bac kground 

which support the pol iti zation of marriage . 

2 .  To find out the way Mi rabe l !  resolves the confl i ct 

aris ing from politi zation of marriage toward 

Mi l lamant . 
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A.4. SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY 

Thi s  study aims to describe the concept of 

marriage , how i t  has been pol itici zed , and the aspect s 

that contribute to the pol i t i zation of marriage . The 

writer hopes that thi s  study shal l  be u sefu l  for the 

the world of knowledge in general and the world of 

l iterature in part icular . I t  is  also hoped that the 

outcome of this study w i l l  be useful not only for the 

student of Eng l i sh Department of Ai rlangga University 

but also the other students who want to broaden their 

knowledge and understanding about marriage as one 

phenomenon of l i fe . 

A.5. SCOPE AND LIMITATION 

Thi s  research i s  concentrated on the analys is of 

Mirabel l  in pol i t i zation of marriage in order to 

achieve h i s  pleasure . 

To obtain this purpose, the writer l imi t s  the 

focus of attent ion on the three intrinsic element s  

respect ively plot, characteri zat ion, and sett ing . The 

writer convinces that those element s  are cons idered to 

be representative enough as the mai n  e lements of the 
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play in which they are interrelated to one another to 

express the impression of the play . 

A.6. THEORETICAL BACKGROUND 

This thesis is focused on the analysis of 

politi zation of marriage in gain ing the purpose . The 

writer l imits the analysis on the characterization, 

setting, and the plot ,  which are part s  of intrinsi c  

aspects o f  the play . Therefore, the writer dec ides to 

use the intrinsic critic�sm s ince it w i l l  clarify the 

explanation of the analys is, and l imits it from 

unrelated study . 

A. 7. METHOD OF THE STUDY 

In the process of writing this thesi s ,  the writer 

uses library research . According to Komaruddin, "a 

l ibrary research is a process of finding information 

which are useful in helping the writer to direct 

research, " (18) . The writer col lects data and 

information from various books, encyclopedias, and 

other printed materi a l s  deal ing with W i l l iam Congreve ' s  

work especia l ly The Way Of The World and other related 

study . 
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Regarding the sub j ect of the study , descript ive 

analysi s  i s  used as Komaruddin stated , " the descript ive 

analysis i s  the descript ive explanat ion of the problem 

through the dialogues , event s ,  and act ions . This method 

is appl ied based on the work it se l f  and support ed by 

other information about the wor k , " (1 8 ) . 

A.8. DEFINITION OF TBE REY TERMS 

I n  this thes is, the important terms which are to 

be noted wi l l  be given as fol low : 

Politization : 

A particular way in which people use i t  to get 

their intended purpose . 

Marriage : 

An inst rument to unite love and sexual fee ling in 

the legal union . 

Objective Rationalism : 

Marriage purpose has been changed into more 

rea l i s t i c  and materiali s t i c  obj ect due to the 

increas ing materia l  needs . 
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A.9. ORGANIZATION OF TBE PAPER 

Thi s  thesis is divided into four chapters . The 

f i rst chapter is introduct ion, whi ch i s  divided into 

nine subchapters, namely the background of the study, 

statement of the problem, obj ect i ve of the study, 

s ignificance of the study, scope and l imitation, 

theoretical background, method of the study, definit ion 

of the key terms , and organ i zation of the pape r. 

The second chapter . is theoret ical framework in 

which the writer will explain the intrinsic approach 

used in th i s  analys i s . I n  this chapte r  the writer would 

l i ke to explain the reason why the intrinsic approach 

is signi ficant in the analys i s . 

The third chapter i s  the analys i s .  Th is analys i s  

i s  divided into two subchapters respectively ; the 

analysis through the intrins ic element s and the 

analys i s  of pol i t i zation of marriage which one done by 

Mirabel !  in The Way of The World. I n  the analys is of 

the intrinsic elements, the writer is making an 

elaborate analys i s  on character, setting, plot and 

conflict . Then in the ana lys i s  of the way how Mi rabel !  

resolves the confl ict arising due t o  h i s  pol i t i zation 

of marriage, the writer is t rying to make 
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analysi s  about pol i t i zat ion of marri age that i s  

encountered by the mai n  character . 

The fourth chapter is conclusion . The problems 

concerned with this thesi s  are going to be concluded in 

this final chapter . 
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