
CHAPTER II 

RELATED LITERATURE 

Earlier in chapter I we have known that � .Q.f. Flying 

is talking about a woman s life . I t  is a thinly disguised 

aut obiography of the major character , I sadora W in g .  

Therefore , the subject of analysis �n this thesis is the 

major character. I sadora W ing plays the major role within 

the n ovel and Jong herself puts many thoughts and opinion 

through her heroine . The aim of focusing the at tention to 

I sadora W ing is to follow the author ' s  idea and feelings 

toward independen ce . 

II.1. BIOGRAPHJ:CAL APPROACH 

I n  order to come to the subject of analysis, this 

thesis employs biographical approach. Biographical approach 

is intended to look at the biographi of the author to 

explains and illuminates the actual product of art. As the 

ideas and feelings of the author is going to be 

this thesis, this approach is suitable for 

Furthermore, this approach gives way to analyse 

of the novel and elaborates the very ideas of 

explored in 

that aim. 

the content 

the author . 

Since the focus of the discussion is 

and feelings conveyed through a novel , 

about the 

this thesis 

ideas 

also 

employs expressive theory . As Abram stated in his !,Wt Mirror 
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The central tendency of the expressive theory may 
be summarized as: A work of art is essentially 
the internal made external, resulting from a 
creative process operating under the impulse of 
feeling, and embodying the combined product of 
the poet's perceptions, thoughts, and feelings. 
( 1962 , p 22 ) 
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This theory looks at a piece of work as the reflection 

of its author in which the artist himself becomes the maj or 

element generation both the artistic product and the criteria 

by which it is to be j udged. We look at the life of the 

author to use any insight so gained to shed fresh 

illumination on the work. 

All the impression he or she gets from the real world is 

elaborated into a certain literary work based on his or her 

thought and feelings. This view signalled that the author is 

more or less influenced by the real situations or facts he or 

she experienced. Thus, a literary work is inseparable from 

its era, its time and especially its author. 

� Q.f. Flying is taken as one expression of Jong as a 

female writer in viewing woman's dillemas . She reveals t he 

struggle of Isadora in understanding herself. She describes 

the problems , the source of difficulty, perplexity or worry, 

Isadora must face because of her wishes to be a whole human. 

Using monologue, Erica Jong presents the important part of 

Isadora ' s  life along with her expectation and fear of being a 

beautiful and succesful woman. 
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I sadora Wing is described as a woman who has passsion 

and desires, and she is seen through a woman's eye . I t  is a 

new description over a woman as a character in a stort. 

Since for a few decades the image of a woman in literature is 

always on two opposite poles. As Leslie Fiedler has pointed 

out that literary portraits of women in American fiction have 

always been polarised, with few realistic female characters 

to bridge the gap between " Fair Maiden" and " Dark Lad y " , ( 

Perspective of The ?O's, p 3 12). Obviously Jong tries to 

give the new image of a woman as a human being, with her 

goodness and evil one. 

One significant phenomenon of this novel is the 

revelation of dilemmas . I n  short a dilemma is defined as a 

choice or a situation invol ving choices betwee n  e qual ly 

unsatisfactory alte rnatives, ( W ebster Dictionary, 1985 ) . 

Thus we may expect that I sadora Wing undergoes such difficul t  

time in deciding her choice . Furthermore, w e  may also 

her considerations over her problems in relation to her 

to be an independent person . 

note 

wish 

Jong describes I sadora as a promising lady writer .  I t  

i� a difficul t  profession for a woman since the roles of 

'writer' and 'woman· are in some way incompatible, ( Writing 

as a Woman, 160 ). Jong plainly shows the mixture of a fear 

of inadequacy and a knowledge of I sadora ' s  superiority that 

becomes one source of. her dilemmas over her life . I sadora 
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has succeded in publishing books, yet she feels sorry because 

she does not prove herself a good wife. Furthermore, her 

family resents her work because of its sensuality and 

frankness in celebrating female sexuality. They do not 

approve her writing . This kind of resentment is predicated 

by Virginia W oolf, in her statement : 

·outwardly , what is simpler than to write books? 
Outwardly , what obstacles are there for a woman 
rather than for a man? Inwardly, I think, the 
case is very different ; she has still many 
ghosts to fight, many prej udices to overcome. · ( 
Profession for W omen, The. Death .Qf. li.a..t.h p 152-
153 ) 

I n  relation to the statement above, we can also note 

that Isadora experience the same difficulty in cultivating 

her writing. Thus the feeling of inadequacy and 

uncomfortable in the role of a writer haunt the maj or 

character throughout the novel. Even Jong herself has 

reported her disconcerting discovery that writing was a 

masculine m .  

The visiting author went on and on about how 
women couldn't possiblx be authors. Their 
experience was too limited . . . they didn't know 
blood and guts and fucking, whores, and puking in 
the street. ( � Artist .ll.5. Housewife. 1973 ) 

Obviously, Jong shows the inferiority feeling of a woman 

toward men ' s  profession. She can accu rately describes the 

inequities of a female writer because she is also a woman 

writer. She illustrates the hesitation and regret over a 

woman who tries to live differently from average women. 
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Despite Isadora's talent and cleverness and her success i n  

publishing some books, she always doubt about her existance. 

She wants to be an independent be ing, but something behe ld 

her from achieving it. She feels that she has neglected her 

duty as a 'woman ·. 

The concept of a woman presented in this nove l is one 

that Nora Caplan mentioned in her book The.. tlxt.h .Q.f. Woman 

Hasocbjsm 

The real women are patient, selfless, and able to 
gi ve whatever it takes to make a relationship or 
job succesful. A real woman nurtures, a real 
woman never stops giving, a real woman does not 
get angry, or blame others for her problems ,  ( 
1986, p 10-11 ) 

To become a real woman meaning that a woman has to 

devote her life to others, and forget her own existance. She 

has to surrender herself and to be w ithout se lf-preservation. 

Isadora is reluctant to become this 'real woman· because she 

desires independency. 

In one term, i ndependence is generally defined as 

acting more i n  accordance with one's own needs, perceptions 

or judgements than in response to the demands of the 

environment or the i nfluence of other person . Furthermore, 

independence as a motive i s  associ ated with seeking the 

rewards of freedom to act without interference from others, 

( Encyclopedia of P sychology, p 193 ). 
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Isadora W�ng struggl es to be an independent being. S he 

wants to be abl e  to determine and take responsibility for her 

own·s life, to be able to become a whole human be ing. Yet, 

in a number of ways Isadora is prevented from making decision 

about things that crucially affect her life . She is directed 

by her inner tendency to seek men ' s  protection, and her l ongs 

for men's body. Thus, Jong has captured perfectly the 

dilemmas of the modern woman, the ironies of liberation 

and independence, (Fiction by American Women, p 13 1 ). 

Still ,  the anxiety of a dilemma might be reduced by the 

capability of the decision-maker. He/she is al lowed to make 

a better choice if at l east he/she meets two requirements. 

First, the agent must be aware of the power he/she has to 

make his/her own life choices. Second, the agent must take 

the responsibility for him/herse lf. These two condition is 

about to be analysed in the presence of Isadora Wing. She is 

the one who e xperience al l dil emmas in accordance to her wish 

to be an independent being. 

On the other hand, Jong worshipped freedom. In fact, 

she is a feminist writer who tries to liberate women and men 

through her work. She always attributes her heroine as a 

free woman, a woman who is able to live as an adult and to be 

responsible to her own life . She ce lebrates the female 

sexuality within her nove l and makes her heroine realizes 

these femininity. Yet ,  her heroine is not totally free, or 
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at least does not want to be free of men. 

There is no doubt that Jong has succeded in 

the impact of the new freedom given to women 

through her nove l � .Q.f. Flying. She is also 

showing the difficulties of leaving the old role of 

as a mother and the awkward fee l ings of steeping 

role as an adult, takes al l the responsibi l ities 

Those expressions are about to be found in her work, 

her spokeswoman, Isadora Wing. 

II.3. RELATED STUDY 
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exploring 

nowadays, 

plainly 

a woman 

i nto new 

of life. 

through 

Women are always becoming an inspiration for art and 

l iterature. Literature always talks about men and women, and 

their relationship. Yet, there are not many whom analyse 

women's probl em, especia l ly for thesis in l iterature. The 

centre of the analysis usua l ly given to male characters 

instead of female . 

Among many thesis found in the l ibrary, there is only 

one book that analyse woman's problem ; Woman's Defense g,f, 

Human Rights Against .t.he.. Social Attitude And. Notions. It 

talks about woman's defense against social pressure, and it 

takes male's drama as the subject of analysis. Whi l e  the 

other thesis are not talking about woman. 
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On ·the other hand, this thesis i s  talking about a 

woman's problem in gaining her independency. It reveals the 

dilemmas experienced by a modern woman. This is a topic 

which is not explored, yet .  Besides, there i s  no single book 

talking about woman's dilemmas, especial ly in rel ation to 

independency . Therefore, i t  is the first thesis that analyse 

woman's dilemmas prese nted through a nove l. 
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