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ABSTRACT 

Key Words : Functions, society 

To study the cockfighting criticaly, which have been formed and become an 
empirical reality and individual habits, we need to provide a space for cockfighting in 
the society system of Hindu followers in Rali. Resides that \\e also need to study 
fun her regarding the functions of cockfighting in this society. 

Cockfighting as a social phenomena which can not avoid itself from changes 
in line with the time and place dimensions. Even· single culture ekrnent ,1 h1ch does 
not fullill the expected functions will be omitkd anJ it also happens 1icc 1cr,a l,ir 

the e,pected culture element which can fullill the functions "iii be prcsened 
In cockfighting, the funct1onists° princ1pks can be used lo un,krswnd and 

describe the cockfighting phenomena based on an assumption that the more flair'>c'Sc' 
society aware of cockl'1ghting functions. the more tendency the, will ha1c pre,erve 
the functinns But those who arc not aware of its functions. the, will not pm fon1ards 
this social phenomena. 

The main function of cockfighting is to balance the macrocosm, (buana 
agung) and microcosms (buana alit). Other functions are as means of enhancmg the 
solidarity, sponivity exercises, svmbol of award and societv status, and media of 
collecting funds from society. 

In the life of Hindu societv in Bali unn:alised functions seem to be more 
prominent compared to the realised functions. Thus, this study is st:ppon the 
functionist' views that everything that exists has its functions toward others. It one 
thing has no functions, it something for sure that It will vamsh by itself The study 
also supports Clifford Geenz's views that cockfighting is held on purpose 111 order to 
simulate social matrices and systems in groups that are presen ere, overlapping. and 
integrated. 

Cockfighting is still able to meet its lunct10ns in social life and culture of 
Balinese and it is parallel with Malinowski and R.K. Menon '.'iews. Therefore, 
cockfighting shall be preserved as one of culture elements and society svstem of 
Balinese. 
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