IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRALANGGA

UNDERGRADUATE THESIS

BETWEEN PASSION AND HERITAGE: THE PRACTICE OF SYSTEMIC
RACISM TOWARDS AFRICAN AMERICAN IN MA RAINEY’S BLACK
BOTTOM (2020) MOVIE

By

Chandra Devana

NIM 121811233121

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT
FACULTY OF HUMANITIES
UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SURABAYA
2022

SKRIPSI  Between Passion And Heritage: Chandra Devana
The Practice of Systemic Racism Towards African American in Ma Rainey's Black Bottom (2020) Movie



IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRALANGGA

BETWEEN PASSION AND HERITAGE: THE PRACTICE OF SYSTEMIC
RACISM TOWARDS AFRICAN AMERICAN IN MA RAINEY’S BLACK
BOTTOM (2020) MOVIE

UNDERGRADUATE THESIS

By
Chandra Devana

NIM 121811233121

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT
FACULTY OF HUMANITIES
UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SURABAYA
2022

ii
SKRIPSI  Between Passion And Heritage: Chandra Devana
The Practice of Systemic Racism Towards African American in Ma Rainey's Black Bottom (2020) Movie



IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRALANGGA

BETWEEN PASSION AND HERITAGE: THE PRACTICE OF SYSTEMIC
RACISM TOWARDS AFRICAN AMERICAN IN MA RAINEY’S BLACK
BOTTOM (2020) MOVIE

UNDERGRADUATE THESIS

Submitted in Partial Fulfilment of the Requirements for the Sarjana Degree

of English Department Faculty of Humanities Universitas Airlangga

By
Chandra Devana

NIM 121811233121

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT
FACULTY OF HUMANITIES
UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SURABAYA
2022

iii
SKRIPSI  Between Passion And Heritage: Chandra Devana
The Practice of Systemic Racism Towards African American in Ma Rainey's Black Bottom (2020) Movie



IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRALANGGA

DECLARATION

I declare that this undergraduate thesis submitted in partial fulfillment of the degree
of Sarjana Humaniora (S.Hum) of the English Department Faculty of Humanities
Universitas Airlangga is entircly my own work and has been solely the result of my
own original research. Hereby, I confirm that:

1. This thesis is not copied from any other person’s work (published or
unpublished);

2. Ido not use the services of any professional agencies to produce this thesis;

3. This work has not previously been submitted in whole or in part for a degree
or any other qualification either at Universitas Airlangga or elsewhere;

4. Any texts, tables, figures, data or other materials copied from other sources
(including, but not limited to, books, papers, and the internet) have been
clearly acknowledged and referenced in the text. These details are also
confirmed by a fuller reference at the end of the work.

I am fully aware that breaching any or all of the above points will result in the
withdrawal of the awarded degree and disciplinary action in accordance with the

regulations at Universitas Airlangga.

Sure

i -~
METE
TE
33EAIX9397 —

SR Lunata Pevana

121811233121

iv
SKRIPSI  Between Passion And Heritage: Chandra Devana
The Practice of Systemic Racism Towards African American in Ma Rainey's Black Bottom (2020) Movie



IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRALANGGA

I dedicate this thesis to Allah SWT, my beloved family, and dearest friends.
Without their company and support, I would not be able to become the person I

am today.

Vv

SKRIPSI  Between Passion And Heritage: Chandra Devana
The Practice of Systemic Racism Towards African American in Ma Rainey's Black Bottom (2020) Movie



IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRALANGGA

APPROVAL SHEET

Title : Between Passion and Heritage: The Practice of
Systemic Racism Towards African American in Ma
Rainey’s Black Bottom (2020) Movie

Name : Chandra
Devana Student’s Number
121811233121

Approved to be submitted on 9 July 2022 by:

Advisor

A\~

Edi Dwi Riyanto, S.S., M.Hum., Ph.D
NIP. 196909222000031002

And has been examined and accepted by the Board of Examiners:
Surabaya, 18 July 2022:
Chair/{ xaminer |

(

Dr. Hariawan Adji, Drs., S.T., M.Kes.
NIP. 196911101993031004

|

Chair/Examiner 2 Chair/Expiminer 3
% \/"\ a
Edi Dwi Riyanto, S.S.. M.Hum., Ph.D. LastikoE(tv S.S.. M.Hum.
NIP. 196909222000031002 NIP. 198302112014041001
Acknowledged by

Head of Enghgh Department

2

Dr. L/ li Hamida, S.S., M.Hum.
NIP. 197512162003122001
Vi

SKRIPSI  Between Passion And Heritage: Chandra Devana
The Practice of Systemic Racism Towards African American in Ma Rainey's Black Bottom (2020) Movie



IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRALANGGA

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

With this, I would like to express my gratitude to Allah SWT for helping
me throughout my entire life and this thesis also, while also granting me health and
the opportunity to be able to finish my undergraduate thesis. Through your
permission, I was able to learn many things along the way of writing this thesis and
receive solutions to the problems I faced.

My heartfelt thanks also goes to my thesis advisor, Edi Dwi Riyanto, S.S.,
M.Hum., Ph. D. Thank you very much for the assistance and guidance which help
me to finish this thesis. His feedback has always been helpful and I am grateful for
the things I learned along the way by being under his care. [ would also like to thank
my academic advisor, Dra. Anna Dewanti, Dipl. TESL., M. Pd. I am thankful for
the kind words, encouragement, and knowledges she always gives towards her
students.

I would also like to thank my big family for their trust and prayers towards
me. Though we are hundreds miles apart, [ am still able to feel their love and warm
support. My beloved parents Nina and Toni, and my annoying yet lovable older
siblings Indira, Yudhis, and Varian. [ am very much grateful of the laugh we shared
in the process of making this thesis and also their faith in me.

Last but not least, for my dearest friends. Firstly, I would like to express my
forever gratitude towards my friend group, Arien, Maul, Marsya, Adin, Daene,
Arga, Iwis, Rania, Tedjo, Nabila, Arumi, Ocha. Special mention to Mary and Aurel
who were by my side as | was making this thesis. They all have helped me become

the person I am today and I can not express enough how thankful I am to be able

vii
SKRIPSI  Between Passion And Heritage: Chandra Devana
The Practice of Systemic Racism Towards African American in Ma Rainey's Black Bottom (2020) Movie



IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRALANGGA

meet them and receive their love, support, and help. Meeting them is probably one
of the best thing that has ever happened to me as I have learned so much just from

befriending them throughout my college years.

viii
SKRIPSI  Between Passion And Heritage: Chandra Devana
The Practice of Systemic Racism Towards African American in Ma Rainey's Black Bottom (2020) Movie



IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRALANGGA

“Because time is cruel to all, and crueler still to artists. Because visions
weakens, and voices wither, and talent fades. Because happiness is brief, and

history is lasting, and in the end everyone wants to be remembered”

— V.E Schwab, The Invisible Life of Addie LaRue

iX
SKRIPSI  Between Passion And Heritage: Chandra Devana
The Practice of Systemic Racism Towards African American in Ma Rainey's Black Bottom (2020) Movie



IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRALANGGA

TABLE OF CONTENTS

OUTSIDE COVER PAGE............... i
INSIDE COVER PAGE ......uioiiiicniiiisennnicnecsensnsssssessesssssssssessssssssssssesssens i
DEGREE REQUIREMENT . il
DECLARATION PAGE.......iiiiiriiinsensnicsaccsensencsacessessssesnes eee 1V
DEDICATION PAGE v
APPROVAL SHEET cessneeesssnnnneesens vi
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS cessseeccssstnessssanesssssttssssssttessssssatessssanessssranses vii
EPIGRAPH . ix
TABLE OF CONTENTS...cciiiiitiitiiniininneissniessisssssssissssossssssssssssosssssssses X
TABLE OF FIGURES.......coonviiiiiinniinnnicnsnnicssnissssissssssssssssssssisssssssssssssssssssssss xii
F N 5 B X N xiii
ABSTRAK cesseeecessnnneessnnannes Xiv
CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION.. cesseressssnnnesssssnneesssssanesssssanasens 1
1.1Background of the Study........cccooiiiiiiii e 1
1.2 Statement of the Problem .........c..ccociviriiiiiininiiiiiiicieecceeeceeeeie e 9
1.3 Objectives Of the StUAY .....coiuieiiiieieee e 9
1.4 Significance of the StUAY .......cccooviiiiiiiiii e 9
CHAPTER II LITERATURE REVIEW......... cesseeecesnnneessananees 11
2.1 Theoretical FramewWork .........c..coecviriirieiiininiiiiiecccseseee et 11

D T 2T 13« USSR 11

2.1.2 SYSLEMIC RACISI.......ooovveeoeeeeeoeeeeeeseeeeeeeeseeees s ses s sssses s 14

2.2 Review of Related StUdIes ....c..eoeeiiriiniiiiiiiiiicceceeee e 20
CHAPTER III RESEARCH METHOD...... cessneeesssnnaneesens .24
3.1. Research APProach ..........ccooiiiiiiiiie e 24
3.2. DAta SOUICES....cueeuiiiieieeiieie ettt et 25
3.3. Scope and LAMItatioN ..........ceceeiieiieniieniieiesieesee ettt e e 25
3.4. Technique of Data COlECtION .......ccveevieiiiiieiieieeit ettt 26
3.5. Technique of Data ANaAlySIS .......cccoririiiiiniriiieieiecee e 26

X
SKRIPSI Between Passion And Heritage: Chandra Devana

The Practice of Systemic Racism Towards African American in Ma Rainey's Black Bottom (2020) Movie



IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRALANGGA

3.5.1. Narrative and Non-Narrative ASPECES .......cccvrueiiriiriiiiiiiiiiinicieeeeee e 27
CHAPTER IV RESULT AND DISCUSSION..... 28
4.1 The Movie and [ts CONEEXL.......ecuirirrieriereieieiesie ettt ettt st 28
4.2 The Practice of Systemic RaCISM ........ccueeouiiiiiiiiiiiieieeecee e 31
4.2.1 The White Racial Frame and Its Imbedded Racist Ideology .........ccccevveverererenrrnnnne 31

4.2.2 Alienated SOCIal REIAIONS ... ...cuviierieieieieieeieeieete ettt eseeseeneas 33

4.2.3 Constant Struggle and ReSIStANCEe........c..evviririririiiiicicieieteesese e 37

4.2.4 Racial Hierarchy with Divergent Group Interest ............cccecevvevineininciicinienccnicne. 41

4.2.5 Discrimination in ALl ASPECES. ....c.eeureiiiirieriirierieste ettt 43

4.2.6 Whites’ Unjust ENTiChMEnt. ........cc.ooviviiiiiiniiiieieeceeeeeeeee e 44

4.2.7 White Economic DOmINation .............coecireiiinieineniiineenctneneeeeeeee e 46

4.3 African American’s Response to Systemic Racism Practiced..........cccccevveieennenn. 51
4.3.1 MA RAINEY ...ttt ettt ettt ettt ettt et e et e et eetee bt e b e et e eseeeseeaeenbeeseanneenne 51

432 CULLCT ..ttt ettt ettt be et e e tt e st e b e enbeertesneenbeenbeenaeenee e 52

4.3.3 Toledo and SIOW DIag .......c.coieiiiiiiiiieiese et 53

B304 LEVEC...ceiiiiiiiieiitc e 55
CHAPTER V CONCLUSION. 58
REFERENCES......... 60

Xi
SKRIPSI  Between Passion And Heritage: Chandra Devana

The Practice of Systemic Racism Towards African American in Ma Rainey's Black Bottom (2020) Movie



IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRALANGGA

TABLE OF FIGURES

Figure 1 Six key features of systemic racism (Feagin 2000) ...........cccoerverveennnnne. 15
Figure 2 Ma Rainey being accused of assault and battery ............cccecevinccninnenn 32
Figure 3 Irvin giving money to police officer..........covvviririieniniieniieieeie 33
Figure 4 Dark path of WoOdS........cc.coiiiiiiiiiiiiicee e 34
Figure 5 Path leads to Ma Rainey’s tent CONCErt..........ccuevereeieenieerieeieereie e 34
Figure 6 Band crew going dOWNSTAITS. ......cccueeiuiiiieeiieieeie e 35
Figure 7 Waiting r00m CONAItION ........cceererieieniieieitieiesieeie e 35
Figure 8 Small window seen in the basement waiting room ...........ccccceeeerveennnne. 36
Figure 9 Ma's struggle as an African American SINZeT .........ccoevveereereeereienieeennenne 37
Figure 10 Ma's clothing as a form of resistance............ccoooeeieeiieniiiiienee e 38
Figure 11 Ma's clothing as a form of 1eSiStance...........cccoeeerierierenirrienieieseenn 38
Figure 12 Ma's clothing as a form of resistance............ccoocveeienierciieciienieeie e, 38
Figure 13 Toledo explaining African American's fate...........ccoeoeeoieiieiieneneene 40
Figure 14 Levee showing his new songs to Sturdyvant............cccceecveverienienieennnne. 41
Figure 15 Levee's pain and tralma ............cceecvevieieniieieneeienceiesceeesie e 43
Figure 16 Sturdyvant and Levee's business transaction.............cceceeeeeeeereieneeennnne. 44
Figure 17 Sturdyvant and Levee's business transaction............ccccceceevveneecicneennenn. 44
Figure 18 Ma Refusing Levee's version of the Black Bottom song....................... 46
Figure 19 Ma's feelings towards the Blues music...........ccceevueveeieniincninicncenn 48
Figure 20 White men singing Levee's SONG .......cccuveeuierieiieeiiieiieeie e 50
Figure 21 Ma's tired eXPreSsSIon .......cc.ovieierieieniieienieeieneeiesieeresie e 51
Figure 22 Cutler's response towards Systemic raciSmM..........ccceevveeruverveerveereeennenn. 52
Figure 23 Toledo's SteW analogy.......ccceeevieeiieriieiieeiieeee e 53
Figure 24 Levee's story about his father's revenge ...........cccocceeveiiiieiienienieeee, 55
Figure 25 Levee's NEW ShOES........coiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicicitcceceeee e 56
Figure 26 Levee stabbed Toledo .........coveiiriiiirieiiiieieeeeeeeeeee e 56
Xii
SKRIPSI  Between Passion And Heritage: Chandra Devana

The Practice of Systemic Racism Towards African American in Ma Rainey's Black Bottom (2020) Movie



IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRALANGGA

ABSTRACT

This study analyzes how systemic racism towards African-American is practiced in Ma
Rainey’s Black Bottom (2020) movie and how African-American respond to the racism
they received. Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom depicts racial based discrimination in Chicago
1920s where African Americans used music such as blues to get away from the cruel
environment. However, the form of discrimination done by white Americans evolved to
exploitation of African American culture, namely blues music. Thus, this study discusses
the systemic racism African Americans have to go through in music industry. The data for
this study is obtain by using narrative and non-narrative approach along with the six key
features of systemic racism theory proposed by Joe R. Feagin to examine the data found.
The result reveals that systemic racism occurs due to the power disparity between African
Americans and white Americans. Even though blues music is known to be born from
African American community, it does not stop white Americans from turning it into
commodification and use it to their liking. Furthermore, there’s a difference respond
towards systemic racism practiced between the old and the young generation of African
American.

Keywords: African-American, Systemic Racism, White Economic Domination.
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ABSTRAK

Penelitian ini menganalisis bagaimana rasisme sistemik terhadap orang Afrika-Amerika
terjadi di dalam film Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom (2020) dan bagaimana orang Afrika
Amerika menanggapi rasisme yang mereka hadapi. Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom merupakan
film yang menggambarkan diskriminasi berbasis rasial pada tahun 1920 di Chicago di
mana orang Afrika-Amerika menggunakan musik seperti blues untuk bertahan dalam
lingkungan yang kejam terhadap mereka. Akan tetapi, bentuk diskriminasi yang dilakukan
oleh orang kulit putih berkembang menjadi eksploitasi budaya orang Afrika-Amerika,
yaitu musik blues. Dengan demikian, penelitian ini membahas rasisme sistemik yang
dilalui oleh orang Afrika-Amerika di industri musik. Data untuk penelitian ini diperoleh
dengan menggunakan metode naratif dan non naratif beserta dengan enam elemen utama
dari teori rasisme sistemik oleh Joe R. Feagin yang digunakan untuk meneliti data yang
ditemukan. Hasil penelitian mengungkapkan bahwa rasisme sistemik terjadi karena adanya
kesenjangan kekuasaan antara orang Afrika-Amerika dan kulit putih. Meskipun musik
blues dikenal lahir dari lingkungan Afrika-Amerika, hal ini tidak menghentikan orang kulit
putih untuk menjadikan musik tersebut sebagai komodifikasi dan menggunakannya sesuai
keinginan mereka. Selain dari itu, terdapat perbedaan respon terhadap rasisme sistemik
yang dialami oleh generasi tua dan generasi muda Afrika Amerika.

Kata Kunci: Afrika Amerikan, Rasisme Sistemki, Dominasi Ekonomi Kulit Putih.
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