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ABSTRAK 

 

Pada tahun 2020, dunia digemparkan dengan kemunculan virus Covid-19 yang telah 

menghentikan hampir keseluruhan aktivitas masyarakat. Dengan tingkat penyebaran yang 

tinggi, virus Covid-19 memberikan banyak dampak tak terkecuali tingkat kematian yang 

tinggi. Italia menjadi salah satu negara yang mendapatkan dampak paling parah dan dijuluki 

sebagai episentrum Covid-19 di Benua Eropa. Tingkat rata-rata kematian diakibatkan oleh 

Covid-19 di Italia lebih dari 1000 per harinya. Hal ini membuat pemerintah Italia melakukan 

sejumlah cara seperti lockdown untuk membantu mengurangi penyebaran Covid-19. Namun 

penyebaran virus tersebut semakin cepat dan kematian semakin meningkat ditambah kondisi 

demografis Italia yang sebagian besar berusia lebih dari 65 tahun. Italia juga sering dianggap 

sebagai contoh buruk dari penanganan Covid-19 oleh negara lain. Meskipun begitu, tingkat 

kepercayaan masyarakat Italia tidak berkurang terutama dengan gerakan populis yang sudah 

mempengaruhi sentimen di kalangan masyarakat Italia. Pada tahun 2021, Italia memasuki fase 

baru yakni terjadi penurunan angka penyebaran Covid-19 dan mulai dibukanya berbagai 

tempat keramaian. Dibandingkan dengan negara non-populis di benua Eropa, dalam setahun 

pemerintah populis Italia dapat lebih cepat menangani penyebaran Covid-19 dan menjadikan 

kondisi aman terkendali. Hal ini kemudian memunculkan pertanyaan, bagaiamana 

pemerintahan populis Italia mampu menangani penyebaran virus Covid-19 di negaranya lebih 

cepat dibandingkan pemerintahan non-populis di Eropa. Penulis mengelaborasikan teori 

populisme dan illiberalisme serta illberlasime dan efektifitas dalam krisis pemerintahan yang 

kemudian memunculkan argumentasi, yakni pemerintah populis Italia berhasil menangani 

Covid-19 lebih cepat dan efektif daripada pemerintahan non-populis di Eropa dengan cara 

menekan ruang bagi oposisi terhadap kebijakan manajemen krisis, sehingga penanganan virus 

corona tersentralisasi. Pemerintah populis Italia mengendalikan semua sumber daya medis, 

teknologi dan diplomasi untuk menghadapi Covid-19 

 

Kata Kunci: Covid-19, Italia, Populisme, Illiberalisme 
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ABSTRACT 
 
 

In 2020, the world was shocked by the emergence of the Covid-19 virus which has paralyzed 

almost all community activities. With a high rate of spread, the Covid-19 virus has many 

impacts from a high death rate. Italy is one of the countries most severely affected and dubbed 

the Epicenter of Covid-19 on the European continent. The average death rate due to Covid-19 

in Italy is more than 1000 per day. This has prompted the Italian government to take a number 

of measures, such as a lockdown to help reduce the spread of Covid-19. However, the spread 

of the virus is accelerating and increasing, coupled with the demographic condition of Italy, 

most of which are over 65 years old. Italy is also often seen as a bad example of handling 

Covid-19 by other countries. Nevertheless, the level of trust of the Italian public did not 

diminish with populist movements that influenced sentiment among Italian society. In 2021, 

Italy will enter a new phase, namely a decrease in the number of Covid-19 spreads and the 

opening of various crowded places. Compared to non-populist countries on the European 

continent, within a year the Italian populist government was able to deal with the spread of 

Covid-19 more quickly and bring conditions under control. This then raises how the Italian 

populist government is able to handle the question of the spread of the Covid-19 virus in the 

country faster than non-populist governments in Europe. The author elaborates on the theories 

of populism and illiberalism as well as illberlation and effectiveness in government crises 

which then raises the argument, namely that the Italian populist government has managed to 

deal with Covid-19 more quickly and effectively than non-populist governments in Europe by 

suppressing the opponent's room for crisis management policies, so that handling centralized 

coronavirus. Italy's populist government controls all medical, technological and diplomatic 

resources to deal with Covid-19 

 

Keywords: Covid-19, Italia, Populism, Illiberalism 

 


