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A CORPUS-BASED VIEW OF LEXICAL GENDER IN THE INNER CIRCLE
COUNTRIES OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE

ABSTRACT

For many centuries, gender becomes a never-ending topic to be discussed due to
its impact towards society. Gender differences may occur by means of language which
is the basis of people’s communication. In English language, the gender differences can
be detected from lexical gender. Since English is an International language, it is
necessary to see the Inner Circle countries by Kachru. The Inner Circle countries refer
to where English is originally used and developed in which consists of five countries:
the United States, Canada, Great Britain, Australia and New Zealand. Due to the
similarity of their first-language, it is important to see one of gender terminological
distinctions by Hellinger and Bussman i.e. lexical gender in which can be found in the
use of forms of addresses and the use of professional titles. This study is a mixed-
method of textual based study. This study uses corpus linguistics as the research
approach and glowbe as the corpus tool to gather the big amount of data. The result
shows that the most frequent form of address in the Inner Circle is the word Mr. It
occurs not only because men only have one marital status but also people nowadays live
in the patriarchal society. Meanwhile, the most frequent professional titles for male refer
to the high status occupational titles i.e. Professor and Doctor. Men have greater figures
in all countries in which it indicates that men are above women. For the most frequent
female professional titles refers to the low status occupational titles i.e. in the word
Nurse in which indicates that women are more likely to be placed beneath men and
more associated with a job that is more into emotional feeling related. From the findings
that have been obtained, it is now crystal clear that the most gender bias country is
United States in which it can be seen from the results of the difference of both lexical
gender terms. This case means that the society of United States still tend to side onto
male party.
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