IR — PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

UNDERGRADUATE THESIS

CELEBRIFICATION OF YOUTUBER JIMMY DONALDSON ON
YOUTUBE CHANNEL MRBEAST

By

NUR SYANIA WAHYUNINGTIYAS

NIM 121711223136

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT

FACULTY OF HUMANITIES

UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SURABAYA

2022

SKRIPSI CELEBRIFICATION OF YOUTUBER... NUR SYANIA WAHYUNINGTIYAS



IR — PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

UNDERGRADUATE THESIS

CELEBRIFICATION OF YOUTUBER JIMMY DONALDSON ON
YOUTUBE CHANNEL MRBEAST

By

NUR SYANIA WAHYUNINGTIYAS

NIM 121711223136

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT

FACULTY OF HUMANITIES

UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SURABAYA

2022

SKRIPSI CELEBRIFICATION OF YOUTUBER... NUR SYANIA WAHYUNINGTIYAS



IR — PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

CELEBRIFICATION OF YOUTUBER JIMMY DONALDSON ON
YOUTUBE CHANNEL MRBEAST

UNDERGRADUATE THESIS

Submitted in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirement for the Sarjana Degree

of English Department Faculty of Humanities Universitas Airlangga

By

NUR SYANIA WAHYUNINGTIYAS

NIM 121711233136

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT

FACULTY OF HUMANITIES

UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SURABAYA

2022

SKRIPSI CELEBRIFICATION OF YOUTUBER... NUR SYANIA WAHYUNINGTIYAS



IR — PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

DECLARATION

I declare that this undergraduate thesis submitted in partial fulfillment of the
degree of Sarjana Humaniora (S.Hum) of the English Department Faculty of
Humanities Universitas Airlangga is entirely my own work and has been solely

the result of my own original research. Hereby, I confirm that:

1. This thesis is not copied from any other person’s work (published or
unpublished);

2. Ido not use the service of any professional agency to produce this thesis;
3. This work has not previously submitted in whole or in a part for a degree
or any other qualification either at Universitas Airlangga or elsewhere;

4. Any text, tables, figures, data, or other materials copied from other sources
(including, but not limited to, books, papers, and internet) have been
clearly acknowledged and referenced in the text. The details are also
confirmed by a fuller reference at the end of the work.

I am fully aware that breaching any or all of the above points will result in the

withdrawal of the awarded degree and disciplinary action in accordance with the
regulations at Universitas Airlangga.

Surabaya, 16 January 2022

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

Nur Syania Wahyuningtiyas
NIM 121711233136

iv

SKRIPSI CELEBRIFICATION OF YOUTUBER... NUR SYANIA WAHYUNINGTIYAS



IR — PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

To The Most Gracious, Allah.
to Ibuk and Bapak for their endless prayer,

to the one who put the most effort into this work.

This is for you.

\"

SKRIPSI CELEBRIFICATION OF YOUTUBER... NUR SYANIA WAHYUNINGTIYAS



SKRIPSI

IR — PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

APPROVAL SHEET

Title . Celebrification of YouTuber Jimmy Donaldson on

YouTube Channel MrBeast
Name : Nur Syania Wahyuningtiyas
Student’s Number  : 121711233136
Department : English Department
Approved to be submitted on 17 January 2022, by:

Advisor

Nurul Fitri Hapsari, S.S., M.A.
NIP. 198307142012122002
And has been examined and accepted by the Board of Examiners: Surabaya, 19
January 2022

Chair/Examiner 1

Kukuh Yudha'Karnanta, S.S., M.A.
NIP. 198503232018083101
Examiner 2 Examiner 3

Nurul Fitri Hapsari, S.S., M.A. Lastiko Endi Rahmantyo, S.S., M.Hum.

NIP. 198307142012122002 NIP. 198302112014041001

Acknowledged by
Head of Epglish Department

Dr. Yayli Hamida, S.S., M.Hum
NIP. 197512162003122001

iv

CELEBRIFICATION OF YOUTUBER... NUR SYANIA WAHYUNINGTIYAS



IR — PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Before anything else, | would like to express my gratitude to Allah SWT,
the almighty God for the blessing, mercies, strength, and health that gave me a
chance to finish this masterpiece of my sixteen and a half years of academic life,
thank you for accompanying me through the ups and downs, thick and thin and
showing me the way. My biggest heartfelt thank you goes to my beloved Bapak,
Ibuk, and my brother, Mas Indra. Thank you for the love and prayers which gave
me the strength and confidence to deal with everything, thank you for trusting me.
May Allah shower you His blessing. My gratitude goes to Mrs. Nurul Fitri Hapsari,
M. A. as my thesis and academic advisor also my favorite lecturer for the
motivation, support, and ultra-kindness she gave to me during my academic life

until I manage to achieve this title. May your days always be filled with happiness.

I would like to express my genuine thank you to Nenie Tamarisca Petrisia
for being my very first friend on campus, for proofreading my thesis on your busiest
schedule, and for being my best companion until today. Chodijatus Zakiah, for
always cheering me and for the patience you endure whenever you are with me.
Faisal Syafrudin, thank you for every support you provide all this time, for every

experience you share with me that made me who | am now.

I am grateful to my childhood friends, Reni, Fanny, and Chintya for always
being there every time | need. Growing up with you guys has been so much fun and
indeed meaningful. Miftahul Anwar, my high-school best friend that always

supports me from wherever you are, thank you, boy. Widya, Dita, and Naufal thanks

vii

SKRIPSI CELEBRIFICATION OF YOUTUBER... NUR SYANIA WAHYUNINGTIYAS



IR — PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

to you guys too for always being very good besties. Thank you for all of the names

above for being my comfort zone.

A big thank you to my UKM Sinematografi Unair family for letting me find
my people and learn so many important things for my non-academic that leads me
into so many memorable journeys. Adhin, Hilda, Ella, and Agung thank you for
every project that we had, see you on top, guys! For every people who inspire and
push me to be the best version of myself, both indirectly and directly ways, | would

like to deliver my personal gratitude for you. Thank you for showing up dan
stopping by.

The last but not least, | want to thank me. For every dream and fear that we
have been through until now, thank you for keeping trying your best. It was a great
journey and this is just the beginning of another adventure. Remember when

someone said, no matter what we have to do, we have to make it to the end. Let’s

get ready for the real adventure!

Surabaya, 16 January 2022

Nur Syania Wahyuningtiyas

viii

SKRIPSI CELEBRIFICATION OF YOUTUBER... NUR SYANIA WAHYUNINGTIYAS



IR — PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

It’s not the end yet. No matter what we have to do,

we have to make it

to the end.

-Christopher Bang, Stray Kids.

iX

SKRIPSI CELEBRIFICATION OF YOUTUBER... NUR SYANIA WAHYUNINGTIYAS



IR — PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

TABLE OF CONTENT

INSIAE COVEE PAJE......eiiiieiecie ettt re e e e re e e ii
INSIAE THLIE PAGE ....eeeeeieee e et i
DECIANALION ...t r e re e 1\
D cTo [Toro T o] oI o= To SRR iv
ACKNOWIBAGMENT ... vii
EPIGIaPN .o e IX
Table OF CONTENT........oiiiiiieiee e bbb X
TabIe OF FIQUIE ..o s Xii
N ] 1 - Uo! USRS xiii
CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION......cotiiiiiiiiiiiee e 1
1.1 Background of the StUdY .........ccccoviiiiiiicccce e 1
1.2 Statement of the Problem ... 8
1.3 Objective of the StUAY .........ccoeeiiiiiicce e 9
1.4 Significance of the StUAY .........cccoeiiiiici e 9
CHAPTER II: LITERATURE REVIEW.......ccooiiieeiceee e 11
2.1 Theoretical FrameWOrK ...........ccooiiiiiiinieieie e e 11
2.1.1 Online Self Presentation by Alice E. MarwicK........c.ccccovvvvvvvvinieirrerenenee. 11
2.1.1.1 MICIO-CEIEDIILY ... 11
2.1.1.2 Self-Dranding.......c.cccceoviiiiriririreeeesee e 13
2.1.1.3 Life StreamIiNG ....c.ceeeiiiieiiese et e 14
2.1.2 Audience Commodity by Dallas Smythe ... 15

2.2 Related STUIES ......ccveeiieiieie et et 18
CHAPTER 11l: METHOD OF THE STUDY ...cooeiiee e 22
3.1 Research APProach..........ccccveiiiieiieie e 22
3.2 DALA SOUICE ...ttt ettt be e e 23
3.3 Scope and LImiItation.........cccovuveiieiiieiie e 23
3.4 Population and SamMpPliNg........cccoeeiiriiiiiniee e 24
3.5 Technique of Data COHECTION..........cccviiiiiiiiee e 25
3.6 Technique of Data ANalYSIS ........ccocvviiiiiiiiiee e 27
CHAPTER IV: RESULT AND DISCUSSION ......ccooviiiieeiiec e 29
4.1 CelebrifiCation PrOCESS.......ccveiiiieiierieaieseeseeeseese e ee e ae e e nee e 29

X

SKRIPSI CELEBRIFICATION OF YOUTUBER... NUR SYANIA WAHYUNINGTIYAS



IR — PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

4.1.1 MICIO CeIEBDITLY ... 29
4.1.2 SElf Branding ........cccooeevririririeieieieieteetetete et 38
4.1.3 Life SIrEAMING ...c.oviiiiieiee ettt 44
4.2 Interpretation of the Data ..........cccooeiiiiiiiiec e 52
4.2.1 Celebrification Process by MrBeast..........ccooveueueirnninicieienrniceeieeen. 52
4.2.2 The Audience Commodity involvement during the process of
CelebrIFICAION ....c.ovieeee e 56
CHAPTER V: CONCLUSION......ooiiii ettt 59
T8 A O o] 1] oo SR ROR 59
5.2 Suggestion for Further ReSearch ... 60
REFERENQGES. ...... ..ottt e e nnae e nnee e 62
Xi

SKRIPSI CELEBRIFICATION OF YOUTUBER... NUR SYANIA WAHYUNINGTIYAS



IR — PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

TABLE OF FIGURES

Figure 4. 1 Few Internet celebrities joined the game. .........ccccccevvvvevvecciiecien, 32
Figure 4. 2 Jimmy and Chris are hosting the tournament. ..........cccccooeieiiinnnne 33

Figure 4. 3 Charli and Dixie D’ Amelio and Yes Theory participating in the Trivia

Tournament DY MIBEASL. .........cceiveiiiie e 35
Figure 4. 4 MrBeast and a homeless man who receives the donation. ................. 40
Figure 4. 5 The first customers coming to check upona ¢69 car. ............ccoue.ee. 41

Figure 4. 6 MrBeast wearing a shirt with the word "Investor" written in the chest.
Figure 4. 7 Jimmy with his brother, CJ, shows their new studio for the MrBro
(010 T T USSR 46

Figure 4. 8 Jimmy with his girlfriend, Maddie walking in the house full of roses.

Figure 4. 9 MrBeast talking to Logan Paul. .............ccccoeeviiiiiiciiic e 50

xii

SKRIPSI CELEBRIFICATION OF YOUTUBER... NUR SYANIA WAHYUNINGTIYAS



IR — PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

ABSTRACT

Social media plays an essential role in producing celebrities through the
celebrification process where individuals become a celebrity. This is one of the
reasons investors invest in one of the successful social media, YouTube, since its
capability to produce many celebrities worldwide that can promote its products.
Jimmy Donaldson, an American YouTuber who posted expensive stunts and
massive charity video content on his YouTube channel “MrBeast,” is a successful
YouTuber who ranks two of the “Highest-paid YouTuber Stars of 2020”. This study
aims to reveal the celebrification of Jimmy Donaldson as a philanthropist celebrity
portrayed in his YouTube channel MrBeast since he is assumed to be the pioneer
of the American philanthropy celebrity in YouTube, which also involves his
audience in the process of commodification. Using the qualitative method and
applying the theory of Online Self-Presentation by Marwick, the writer took three
videos for each theory category as the samples, then interpreted the findings using
Audience Commodity theory by Smythe. This study indicates that through applying
the process of celebrification as a philanthropy celebrity, MrBeast indirectly
commodified his audience during his content production. The writer assumes that
MrBeast elevates his popularity by building the image of an honest philanthropist
that openly shares the source of the funds to his audience on YouTube.

Keywords: Celebrification, American philanthropy celebrity, MrBeast, Technique
of Online Self-presentation.
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ABSTRAK

Media sosial memegang peran penting sebagai wadah untuk setiap individu
menjadi selebriti melalui proses selebrifikasi. Hal ini menjadi salah satu alasan bagi
para investor untuk menanamkan modalnya disalah satu media sosial yang sukses,
YouTube, karena kelebihannya untuk menghasilkan selebriti yang dapat
mempromosikan produknya di seluruh dunia. Jimmy Donaldson, seorang YouTuber
asal Amerika Serikat yang mengunggah video bertemakan donasi besar-besaran
dan challenge berhadiah mahal di kanal YouTube-nya “MrBeast”, merupakan
seorang YouTuber yang sukses sebagai pemegang peringkat kedua “Bintang
YouTube dengan Bayaran Tertinggi tahun 2020”. Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah
untuk mengungkap proses selebrifikasi dari Jimmy Donaldson sebagai seorang
selebriti dermawan yang direpresentasikan melalui saluran YouTube-nya karena
dia dinobatkan sebagai pelopor selebriti dermawan asal Amerika yang bergerak di
YouTube yang juga melibatkan penontonnya dalam proses komodifikasi.
Menggunakan metode kualitatif dan menerapkan teori Online Self-Representation
(Representasi Diri melalui Online) dari Marwick, penulis memilih tiga video untuk
setiap kategori sebagai sampel penelitian, lalu menganalisa temuan menggunakan
teori Audience Commodity (Penonton sebagai Komoditas) oleh Smythe. Penelitian
ini menunjukkan bahwa dalam menerapkan proses selebrifikasi sebagai selebriti
dermawan, MrBeast secara tidak langsung menjadikan penontonnya sebagai
komoditas selama proses pembuatan kontennya. Penulis beranggapan bahwa
MrBeast menaikkan popularitasnya dengan membentuk kesan sebagai dermawan
yang terbuka dengan sumber dana donasi kepada penontonnya di YouTube.

Kata kunci: Selebrifikasi, Selebriti dermawan asal Amerika, MrBeast, Teknik
Representasi Diri melalui Online.
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